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THE ARGUMENT. 



Adventures with ^olus, the LeftrigonSi and Circe. 

TJly.sses arrives at the ijland of yEolus, who gives 
bhn profperoMS winds ^ and inclofes the aiverfe ones in 
a hagy which his companions untying^ they are driven 
hack again, and rejeHed. 'Then they fail to the Lejirigons^ 
where they lofe eleven Jbips, and with one only remaining^ 
proceed to the ijland of Circe. Eurylochus isfentfirft 
wiihfome companions , all which, except Eurylochus, are 
transformed into fwine. U}yjfes then undertakes the 
adventure, and by the help of Mercury, who gives bkiT 
the herb Moly, overcomes the Enchantrefs, and procures 
the reft oration of his men. After a yearns flay with her, 
he prepares at her irrigation for his voyage to the infernal 
fbades. P. 



B 2 



NOTE PRELIMINARY* 

POETRY is a mixture of Hiftoiy and Fable; the fbtmdatloil 
is Tiiftorical, becaufe the Poet does not entirely negle£t truth ) 
the reil is fabulous, becaufe naked truth would not be fufficiently 
furprizing; for the marvellous ought to take place^ efpecially in 
epick poetry. Bot it may be alked, docs not Horoei* offend againft 
all degrees of probability in thefc Epifodes of the Sirens, Scylla 
and Charybdis, Cyclops and Antiphates ? How are thefe incredible 
flories to be reduced into the bounds of probability f It is true, 
the marvellous ought to be ufed in epick Poetry ; but ought it tp 
tranfgfefs all power of belief? Ariltotle in his Art of Poetry lays 
down a rule to jaftify thefe incidents : A Poet, fays that auihof, 
ought to prefer things impoJ/tbUy provided they are proiahle, befon 
things poffible, that are neverthelefs incredible. Chap. xv. Thi3 
rule is not without obfcurity ; but MonfieUr Dacier has explained 
it in his Annotations upon that author : a thing may be impoffible, 
and yet probable : thus when the Poet intK)duces a Deity, any 
incident humanly Impoflible receives a full probability by being 
afcribed to the (kill and power of a God : it is thus we jo^ify the 
ftory of the transformation of the ihip of the Phaeacians into a 
rock, and the fleet of iEneas into (ea-nymphs. But fucb relatioiis 
ought not to be too frequent in a poem i for it i$ an eilablifhe4 
rule, that all incidents which require a divine probability only, 
fhould be fo difengaged from the adiion, that they may be fub- 
ftraded from it without dedroying it ; for inflance, if we omit 
the transformation of the ihip, the adtion of the Odyfley will 
retdn the fame perfedlion. And therefore thofc epifodes which 
are neceflary, and make efTeniial parts of the poem, ought to be 
grounded upon human probability ; now the epifodes of Circe, 
Polyphemc, the Sirens, &c. are neceflary to the adion of the- 
Odyfley : but will any man fay they are within the bounds of human 
J)robability ? How then fhall we folve this difficulty i Homer 
artificially lias brought them within the degrees of it; he makes 
UlyfTes relate them before a credulous and ignorant affembly i he 
lets us into the chara£ter of the Phseacians^ by faying they were a 
very dull nation, in the fixth book. 

Where never Science rear'd her laurel'd head. 
It is thus the Poet gives probability to his fables, by reciting 
them to a people who believed them, and who through a lazin^fs 
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NOTE PRELIMINARY. 

''■ of life were fond of romantick ftories ; he a SJapts timrelf tyi ur 
audience^ and yet even here he is not unmindful of his more in- 
telligent readers : he gives them, (obferves BoiTu) in thefe fables 
all the pkafure that can be^reaped from phyiical or mora! tmtks, 
difguifed under miraculous allegories^ and by this method tccoa* 
ciles them to poetical probability. 

There are feveral hea^ to .i^ch ptobability may be. reduced ; 
cither to divinity, and then nothing is improbable, for every thing 
is poffible to a Deity ; or to our ideas of things whether true or 
felfe : thus in the defceift of UlyfTes into hefl, there is not one 
word of probability or hifloric£: truth ; but if we examine it by 
the ideas thatr the-old world enterteined of hell, it becomes pro- 
bable; orlMly, we m^y hate refpe^^ to vulgar^ opinion or fame;^ 
for a Foet is at liberty to relate a ^fkood, provided it be com-^ 
monly believed to be true. We might have recourfe to this laft 
ruk, which is likewife laid down by Arif(otle, to vindicate the 
OdyfTey, if there were occaiion for it j^ for in all ages fueh fables 
have found belief. 

I will only add, that Virgil has given a fanfUon to thefe ilories» 
^l^ftnierting tkem in, hls^n^is; and Horace calli tbem^y that 
^^ejtoarkablc epithet of ^^fiMfj miracles. '<§""- 

^ ^ • > j ^? ..y*j» Ut fpeciofe ' dehipc ^ificul^pfbiRat, ' " " 

** Antiphaten, Scyllamque ic cum Cyclope Charybdin^^*^ 
Longinus calls thefe &BIe's'*'3feams, but adds, that they are the 
dreams of Jupiteru heiike^e b)a^es-thofe epifodes, becaufe in 
a!6 of them there is miiich more fable and narration than ai^on : 
,: which tfiit^fffinin^y perhaps be too {cvpte,- if,we«Dnfider>diat paft 
^' ..^idyj^nturejar? here, bi^pught into prefent ufe, a|^ though jAey be 
' noti^6ns,jy^jt they arc thie rejprefetitajioas of ^aftipns, agrjfi^bki 
^(^ the ha We j()f epifodes^ i ,, , 
.^It may icg^ueftionedif Vjrgg is f9 happy in the chojcfil of^ the 
audience W which he. relates ^ny of thefe fab}ei; theCartha- 
^; ginians were not ighorant like the P^aeficians : jffc^ whence the» 
_do his dories receive their probability f It is not ib^eafy to aq^wer 
this objedlion, unlefs we have recourfe to Qomn^n fai^erV^^ 
was . not the author of .them, JEiomer had eftabliflied tlpenijt, and 
7 brought them into £ime, fo that V^gU had ccom^on opiiii^n ta 
\: vindicate him> joined with Homer's^authority*^. , F* 
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Ot TBt 

ODYSSEY. 



A 



T len^ we reached jEolia's fea-girt fH6re 
Where great Hippotades the fceptre bOrc, 



NOTE S. 

• Vcr. !• Wi rei^VdjEoUd'sfibriJ] It i^ difficult to difHngoKh 
what it tmth from' what is fidioit in this relatidn : Diodotns/who 
Was a Sidliati/ fpeaks of -t^olus, and refers to this parage: 
*< This is that :£olus, fays he, who entertaiiied tJlyilbs, in hi§ 

' •* voyages; h«? is reported to have bfeen a f)iouJ and Jail prince, 
" and given \b ho{|^itality> uid therefofe f 1X6^ a0a»fttei(, as Homer 

^*^^xp€St% it.** But whence has the fable of his being the 
governor of the winds taken itaj foundatio;i ? Enftathios tells as, 
that h#^as a very wife man, aiid one who from long obfervation 
coald foretel what weather was like to follow : others fay he was 
an aftronomer, and ihidied chiefly the nature of the winds ; 
and as Atlas from his knowledge in aflrology was faid to fnftain 
the heavens ; fo iEolus, from his experience and obfervation^ wa« 
&bled tb be the raler or difpofer of the winds. But what expli- 
cation can be given of thid bag, inwhich he is faid to bind th« 
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8 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. bookx. 

A floating Hlei high-rais'd by toil divine, 
Strong walls of brafs the rocky coaft confine. 



winds? Eratoifhenesy continues Euftathius, (aid plea{antly> tliat 
ve (hall then find -the pladcs wlier^ UlyiTtts-vcyaged, when ire 
have difcovered the artift, or coblcr, to» tritt;Ti«, who fewed up 
thiis bag of the winds ^ But the reafon of the fidion is fappofed to 
be this : ^olus taught the ii6 and management of ^ils, and 
, having foretold Ulyffes from what quarter the winds would blow, 
he may be faid- to iiave g^^theved th#H^ intp- a kind of enclofure, 
and retained diem as ofe fliould requite. Diodorua explains it a 
little differently^ lib. r. UfU ^t reraU ri* tu» iriuv Xfiwtf toT^ wct*- 

vpo^cyEl» Ttff ii3^a;p(»( ififA^f ivro)(Ui^, •{ tf ra/^iat dA/AUP /uvOof Anillit^i ; 

that is, *' He tauglit the u^e of fails, and^ having learned firom 
•* obferving the bearing of the fmoke and fires (of thofe Vulcanian 
*' iflands) what winds wouM blow, he ufually foretold them witK 
*' exailaefs^ and' from hence he is fiibkd to be the dif^ofer of 'the^ 
•* winds/* The woi:ds of Varro, quoted by Scrvius, are tO t^e 
fiitne pui^>o{q i Kam^e- ^utem dich kum^ htfitUintm regem futjfiy ik 
quarum nehulis ^ fumo Vulcanug infula pradicens futura fiahra 
n)entorum, ab imperitis 'vi/kt eft ventos Jii^ poteftate retinere. 

Polybius will not acjlmit that this flopr of i£olus is entirely fable ; 
and Strabo is of the ftme Opinion, that Ulyffes was in the Sicilian 
feas ; and tbafr there war fu^h a king as j£olus^ he affirms to be 
truth ; but that; he met with fuch adventures is, in the main> 
fidion. There may anQther reason, a« Euftathius ob£erves> be. 
given fOF the fiction of binding up the winds in a bag : they who 
pradtifed the Aft, of incan^tsoA or charms, made ufe. c£ the ikin of 
a dolphin, zxA pKitend^d by Qeri»j,B ceremonies t(^'biad or iQoTe 
the winds as they pleaied; and thispradUce is a Aifficient groand 
to build upon in* poetry. 

The (bUition aUb of Aocbart is worth ouf notice ; Homer bor« 
rowed the wovd At'oApc^ fronpi the Phoenician Jcly whick iignifies a- 
whirlwind or tempell» from whence the Greeks fomnsd their word 
aiAXft ; tlie Phoenicians obferving the king of this ifland to be very 
expert in foretelling the winds» called him king Aolin, or king 
•f the winds and ftorms ; from hence Homer formed a proper 
name and called him Aio?toc. It mnft be confeffed, that this folur^ 
lion is ingenious^ and not wi^ODt m appearance of probability. 



BOOK % HOMER'S ODYSSEY, § 

Six bloonpti^i^ youths^ in private grandeur bred, ^ 
And iix fair daughters, grac'd the royal bed : * 



But haViiSg: laid tdgether what may be faid in vkidicttioa of 
ihis ikory of JBoI^b: Jailice requires that I ihould not fupprc& 
what has been objefbd againft it by no Itfs a Critick than Lofin 
giniu: he ot^enres that a genius nanuraUy lofty fomeiiincs falU 
into trifling ; an inftanee of this, a<ids he, is what Homer ikyt of 
the bag wherein iEolus iiiclofed thewindff. Cap. vii. «g^2 vi|/M(. F. 

Vet. 3. AJUmiing ijk'*^] The word in the original if w^htttii 
tome take it, as Euftathius remarks, fbr a proper name 1 b«t 
Arifiuchns believes Homer intended to expitris by it a floatii^ 
iOand, that was frequently removed by ooncuffibns and earthqnakest 
Ibr it is feen fometimes on the right, at othet times on the leii 
hand : the like has been faid of Delos ; and Herodotus thus de« 
Icribes the iiland Echemis in the Egyptian feas. Dionyfiua, in 
his ^liyncrKt affirms, that this iiland is- not caUed by the namd 
of v>Mrh, by reafon of its floating, but becaufe it is an iiland of 
iame, and much failed unto, or m>M^^ by navigators ; that », 
mXHiAiPn, or ht.rcwcii wXto^'»»K mifuM), or lying in feas of great 
navigation : but perhaps the former opinion of Arif(archus ma^ 
be preferable, as it bed contributes to raife the wondej and admi- 
ration of the credulous ignorant Phacacians, which was the ibl« 
intention of UlyHesw 

Thrie i^ndsf were feven kx number, (but eleven at this day) 
Strongyle, Hiera, Didyme, Hiceiia, Lipara^ Erycodes, and PhsBf 
nicodes, all lying in the Sicilian feas, as Diodorus Skulus tellifies ^ 
but di&rS'in the name of one of the iflands, 

Strabo is of opinion^ that the ifland called by Homer, the 
^Eolian, is Strongyle ; ""H ^ Xr^Qfyv?^, in itaitv^, ru fifyu «r^««- 
Nxltfott* iHav^ ^l To» aS9K$9 oixn^ai foffl. '* This UUnd Strongyle 
" abounds with fiibterraneous fires, &c. and here iBolus i»iaid ta 
** have feigned." Pliny agrees with Strabo, Ub. iiL bus Daciex 
underilands it to be lipara, according ta VirgiU ^n. lib^ via^ 
but in reality the feven were all called the ^olian iilands* 
^ Infnla Sicanium jnxta latus, iBoliamque 
** Erigitur L^aren, fumamihus ardna ikxis." 
But why it it ^led to be furrounded with a wall of braTs ? Eidh* 
thtes ikyt, that this may proceed from its being almoft inaofieffible ^ 
Wt thii >ffoE it mi^ fiificiw tflt yv<^ faittteion to iiidi %^S6mit 



lo riOMER's ODYSSEY. book it. 

Thefe fons their fifters wed, and all remain 
Their parents' pride, and pleafure of their reign. 



Bacier obferves that it is thus defcribed, becaafe of the fubtttr- 
nmean fires, which from time to time break out fWHn the entraib 
of this ifland. Ariftotle fpeaklAg of Lipam, which is the moft 
confiderable of ehe .£Olian iflands, thus defcribes it; " All mght 
^ long the ifland of Lip«a appears enlightened with fires." The 
fime relation agrees with Strongyle, called Strombok) at this'day^ 
I will take' the liberty to propofe a conjedure, which iAay 
. perhaps not unhappify give a reafon of this fidUon of the wall of 
Inrafs, from this defcription of Ariflotle : all night fires af^^ear 
(fays that author) frolic tUs ifland^ and thefe fires falling apon the 
leas, might cail a raddy refle&ioir round the ifland, which to 
navigators might look lUce a wait of brafs endofing it. This is 
bnt a conjedure drawn from appearances ; bot to write according 
%o appearances i& allowable in poetry, where a feeming or a real 
. truth may be ufed indiflFerently « • P. 

Ver. 5. Six blooming youth S'^and Jiie fair daughters J] Diodorus 
Siculus mentions the names of the fix fons of iEolus, but is filent 
concerning his daughters, and therefore others*, who can find 
myfteries in the plainefl defcription, dflhre ns, that this is not to 
be uftderftood hiflorically, but allegorically : iEolus, repref^nts 
the year, his twelve children are the twelve months, fix of which 
tre female, tp denote thofe fix months in which the earth brings 
fcrth her fruits ; by his £\\ font the other months are underftood, 
.in which the feed is fowft, or in which the kerbs, fruits, &c. are 
nooriflied in order to produdtion ; xhefe may therefore bt called 
males. Bat this is to darkey an anthor into nryflery,. itot to .ex- 
plain, him;* Qacier gives as another allegorical interpretation: 
ahCiPo^t makes, him the governor x>f ^he winds, and gives him 
1 twelve chi)dren> thefe denote the twdve principal winds ; half of 
which .-children are males, half, females; the males denote the 
^winter winds, which as it were brood upon the earthy and generate 
its increafe ; the females^ thofe warmer feafons of the year, when^ 
the more prolifick winds blow, and make the earth teem with 
. fruitfulnefs : thefe-ch^drea^f ^lus are in continual feafls in his 
pabice.;.that is^ the wijids are coatinually fed by the exhalations 
6em the earth, which may be called their food or nouriflmient : 
the brothers and Mers intqrinaD'^ s ihb^dopiQU^ the natttre- of the 



iooK X. HOMER'S ODYSSEY- ii 

All day they feaft, all day the bowls flow rounds 
And joy and mufick thro' the ifle refbund : xo 
At night each pair on fplcndid carpets lay, 
, And crowned with love the pleafures of the day. 

This happy port affords our wandering fleet 
A month's reception, and a fafe retreat. 



winds* which blow promifcuoufly, and one wind unites itfelfwitk 
another from all quarters of the world indiiFerently : the brother* 
and fillers are fald to fleep by night together ; that i^, the winds 
are nfually ilill and calm* and as it were reft together* at that 
feafon. But what occaiion is there to have recouHe to an uncertain 
allegory* when foch great naihes as Polybius* Strabo* and Dioddrus 
aiTure us* that this relation is in part true hiilory ; and if there 
Was really fuch a king as Molas, why might he not be a father of 
fix fons and as many daughters ? I fhould prefer a plain hiftory to 
a dark allegory. ^P. 

Ver. 7.] More diftinftty, perhaps: 

- Thefe* nuedded to the fons, at home remain. 

Ver. 9. 411 day theyfeafi^ — J^ — ' ' . * 

— — and mufick through the ijle refounds,\ ^ 

Homer was not unacquainted with' the wonders related of ^is 
iiland lipara. ** In this ifland* fays Ariftotle* a monument is 
•' reported to be, of which they tell miracles : they aiTure us ^t 
"• they hear iHiiing from it the found of timbrels or cymbals* 
'* plainly and diftin^lly ." It is eafy to perceive that this is founded 
upon the noife the fires make which are inclofed in the cavdms in 
this iiland* and that Homer alludes to the antient name of it* which 
in the Phoenician language (Meloginin* as Bochart obierves) figni- 
fies th^ land of thofe who playM^pon infbuments. We learn fiom 
Cailimachtts* in his Hymn to Diana* that Lipara i/^as originally 
called Meligounis. She {Diana) went to find out the Cjchps : Jbe 
found them in Lipara, fBrr that is the name the ifie nnio bears, hut 
antientfy it was called Meligounis ; they were labouring a huge mafs 
of red hot iron, £ffr. So that Homer is not all invention* but 
adapts his poetry to tradition and antient ftory. Dacier. P. 

Ver. 10.] I know no't'what could lead him to this niecdleili 
deviation! His author di^Utes : 

And joy nldriiifific thjrb^'tbe 1^ #Tefi)imd< ' 



11 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. toOitt. 

Full oft* the monarch urgM me to relate i^ 

The faU of Ilion, and the Grecian fate ; 
Full oft' I told : at length for parting movM ; 
The king with mighty gifts my foit approved* 
The advcrfe winds in leathern bags he brac*d, 
Comprefs'd their force, and lockM each ftruggling 
blaft : zo 

For him the mighty Sire of Gods aiSign'd 
The tempeft's lord^ the tyrant of the wmd ; 
His word alone the lift'ning ftorms obey. 
To fmooth the deep, or fwell the foamy lea. . 
Thefe in my hollow Ihip the monarch hung, tn 
Securely fetterM by a filver thong ; 
But 2^phyru8 exempt, with friendly gales 
He charged to fill, and guide the fwelling fails: 
Rare gift ! but oh, what gift to fools avails 
Nine prolpVous days we ply'd the lab'ring 
oar; ja 

The tenth prefents our welcome native fiiore : 



Ver. 17.] So Chapftian i 

The fit time come, when I difmiffioxl «r«vV— . 

Ver. 19.] The vidoas rhyme and open vowel may be fiipe/- 
ieded thus : 

Eacb adverie wind a leathern lag made/afi. 

Ver. 2j.] Thns f to mend the rhymes : 
His word alone the M'ning iieffs obey. 
To finooth xhe/urge, or fwell the ivatry nuay. 

Vfer. 2S.] Or thus ? 

To guide mrfistf he charg^j wAJw^ll §itr frib* 
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tooKX HOMER'S ODYSSEY. t$. 

The faills difplay the beacon's friendly light. 
And rifing mountains gain upon our fight* 
Then firft my eyes, by watchful toils opproft, 
Comply'd to take the balmy gifts of reft ; jj 
Then firft my hands did from the rudder part, . 
(So much the love of home poffclsM my heart) 
When lo ! on board a fond debate arofe; 
What rare device thofe vefTels might enclofe ? 
What film, what prize from Molns I brought ? .4» 
Whilft to his neighbour each exprefs'dhis thought. 



Ver. 32. The Hf ills dij^lay the heacon* s friendly light. ^ Euftathiot 
obferves, that thefe fires n^ere a kind of beacotis kepC ccxituiualljr 
burning to diredl navigators ; the fmoke gave notice by day, the 
light of the flame by night. Ithaca was invironed with rocks^ and 
coafequently there Was a neceflity for this care> to gaide fea-&ring 
fnen to avoid thofe rocks, and to point oat the places of landin|; 
with fecurity. 

But is it not an imputation to the wifdom of UlyfTes, to fiifier 
bimfelf to be furprifed with fleep, when he was almoft ready tp 
enter the ports of his own country ? And is it not probable that 
the joy he muft be fuppofed to receive at the fight of it, ihould 
induce him to a few hours watchfulneis ? It is eafier to defend hif 
tleeping here, than in the thirteenth of the Odyfley : the Podk 
very judicio'uAy tells us, thatUlyfles for nine days together almoft 
continually wak'd and took charge of the vefTel, and the wori 
MftfAtiureb fliews that nature was Wearied out, and that he fell into 
laii involuntary repofe ; it can therefore be no dimtnudon to Ms 
chamber to be forced to yield to the calls of natm^, any more 
than it is to be hungry : his prudence and love of his coimtrjr 
ibficientty appear from the care he took through tiie*QNice cf 
nine days to amve at it; fo that this circamftance mtift be im^ 
pated to the kfirmity of human iiatare> and not to a ddfed of 
csire or wifddm in Ulyfles. P. 

Ver. 39.] We fliould fuWitutc— //&«/ wgjih 



14 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. nooKx. 

Say, whence, ye Gods, contending nations ftrive 
Who moft (hall pleafe, who moft our hero give ? 
Long have his coffers groan'd with Trojan fpoils ; 
Whilft we, the wretched partners of his toils, 45 
Reproach'd by want^ our fruitlefe labours mourn, 
And only rich in barren fame return. - 
Now jEoIus, ye fee, augments his fibre : ■' 
Bitt come my friends, thefemyftick gifts explorev"^ 
Thcyfaid ; and (oh curs'd fate !) the thongs un- 
bound! -' 50' 
The gufhing tempeft fweeps.the ocean round ; 



Ver. 46.] Faulty rhymes ! I would propofe a fubflitution : 
Through the long frilgrimagc, with empty hand 
Come, unrewarded, to our native land. « 

Ver. 49.] I would borrow a term from Ogilby, and thus 
modify the verfe : 

But come, this mine of precious wealth explore. 

Ver. 5 p. TJbtf faid: find \oh cursed fat$ /) th( tbgngi unlcund.^ 
This relation has been blamed as improbable ; what oc^on was 
ther^ to unbind the bag, when thefe companipns of VlyiTe^ might 
have fatisfied their curioflty th^t there was no treafiir^ in It from 
thp lightnefs of it ? But Homer himfeif obviates this obje£(ipn, 
by tilling us fJb^t «£oiu8 Ulkt-^td^ ;t in the veff^U 4$ ]^uilatiuu# 
olifcrvc5> 

N»/ y m yXvJw^ x«T Ai — — 
Bpflu gives the moral of this fable or allegory, cap. x» lib. i. By 
the winds inclofed in , the bag, into which the companions of 
Ulyfles were fo unwife as to pry, is to be underflood, that we 
ought not to intrude into thofe i^yfleiries of government which the 
prince intends to keep ff^r^t : the tempefb and confufions raifed 
by the loofing the winds, reprefent the mifchiefs and diforders 
that arife from fuch a vain curiofity in tbejfubioft : a wife people ; 
pirmit the winds to reft without moleftation, and^f^ds^L th^m- 
ifelves with thofe tKat the ^rKce !$ ^Te^'j to reteafe, and believe 
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SnatchM in the whirl, the hurried navy fleW, 
The oceaawiden'd^ and the flipres withdrew^ 
HousVl frommy fatal fleep, I long debate 
If ftill to live, or defpVate plunge to .fate : $5 
Thus dqubting, proftrate on the deck I lay, 
*Till all the coward thoughts of death gave way. 
Meanwhile our veffels plough the liquid plain,! 
And loon the Iwowp ^olian coafl: regain, V 
Our groans the rockftreoaurmurM to the main. \ ^ 
We leap'd on ftiore, and with a fcanty feaft 6t 
Our tljirft and hunger haftUy reprels'd ; . 
Th^t done, two chofen heralds ftrait attend 
Our fecond progrefs to my royal friend ; 

them to be the moft proper and iifefii]. ' But whatever jucLgmeiit^ 
is paiFed upon this explication, it is certainly an inftance of the ill 
confequences of avarice, and unfeafpnaBle curioiity. P. 

Ver. 55. If ftill to Iwiy 9r deJpWafe plunge to fatf.l We oug;ht 
not to infer from this paflage, thkt Homer thought a perfon mijght 
lawfully take away his own life to avoid the greateH dangers ; 
what Pljrflcs lere fpciki arifes from the violence of a fudden 
paiffion, and gives us a true pi^ure of humari nature : the wifeft 
of men are not free froni the infirmity 'of paffion, but' tcs&fk 
corrects and fubdues it. This is ' the' olfe in Uie'ittftance before 
us ; Ulyiles has fo much of the man in him ^ to be liable to the ' 
pafiion of loan ; but fp muck virtue a)id«Vir<&ti|l4 to retrain and 

goy^mit. . ..... . ■.-■:..'■ ::•,'■■■■ ^ R, ■• 

Ver. 57.] ' For this line Homer lays oitfy. 
But refolute I bore : 
fo dot oor Poet feems to have taken a hint^fhmlDacIei*: *« Je 
«* pris ce dernier parti comme le plus digne dc Phomme.'* 

Yen 60.] Our ttenflator has Jicre interwoven Kis .fiiyottrite 
ihottght : for his oiigiiiiil had fimply f^vtv^ * "^ 



And him amidft hb jdViai &ms we foand ; 6$ 
Tl|il|i banquet fteamiagy and the goUcts crown'd: 
There humbly ftopp*d,with cohfcicwft Ihame and 

Nor nearer than the gate prefuriiM to Srzw. 
Butfoon his fons ttieir well-known gueft defcry*d, 
And ilarting from their couches loudly cry^dy 70 
IHyfTes here ! what da&oion cou'd(^ thou meet 
To thwart thy paffage and repel thy fleet ? 
Waft thou not farnifli'd by our choic^ <rare 
For Greece^ for home^ and all thy foul held deir ! 
Thus they ; in filence long toy fcite ImournM, 75 
At length the^ words with accent low return'd. 
Me, lock'd in fleep^ my faithlefs crew bereft 
Of all the bleffings of your god-like gifl; i 



Ver. 65.] Or tlui$, wiA more melody and ngour, as well as 

X^ rojai friend tvtti *wife and foiu . wp found. 
Vcn 67.) Our Poet indulges hw fancy here* Thefe four 
jfdks correfpond to the fiibjoined two of Homer : 

Com« to Hm manfion, by ^e threfh-bold polls 
We i4te ^ amas'jci t^^y view^d^ and tbus enqiur'd* 

V«r. 7 J.] Th* rhymed Hfc inaccurate ; but I foi^ear to fpecify- 
erery inilance^ this kind, that I m^y not difguft the reader; 
efpecially as firoilax ifhperfe£iion8» and of the faane words« have 
been noticed fo oft^n'in the courfe of thefe remaflu. No lefs 
dim fmr C0iaplet9 cote together tn thi9 plaQe> jnftly cenfiiraUe 
on this aficbont. 

I Ver. 75.] TMs couplet is ai!iplified> witb^n^repreientatlonjr 
^m the following liptfi . 

Thwr^fitty : «irt f, vhh-fejnPOW wrung, rcpyd. 
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But grants oh grant our lofs we may retrieve : 
A favour you, land you alone can give. to 

Thus I with art to move their pity tfy'd, - 
And loachM the youths ; but their fterh fife re* 

plyd. 
Vile wretch, be gone ! thi^ iiiftant I command 
Thy fleet aecursM to leave our hallow'd land. 
His baneful fuit pollutes thefe blefs'd abodes, 85 
Whofe fate proclaims him hateful to the Gods. 
Thus fierce he (aid: we fighing went our way. 
And with defponding hearts put off to fea. 



Ver. 83. f^tle wretch, he gone! ^ — ] This unhofpitablc charafter 
of ^olas may feem contrary to the humane difpofition which 
Homer before afcribed to him ; he therefore tells us, that Ulyfles 
appeared to hini to be an objed of divine vengeance, and that to 
give him affiHance would be to a^ againfl the will of the Gods. 
But, obferves Eufiathius, is not this an ill-chofen relation to be 
made to the Phxacians, as the Criticks have remarked, and might 
It not deter them from aflifting a man whom iEolus had rejected 
as an enemy to the Gods ? He anfwers, that it was evident to 
the Phasacians, that Ulyfles was no longer under the difpleafure 
of heaven, that the imprecations of Polypheme were fulfilled ; 
he being to be tranfported to his own country by ilrangers, 
according to his prayer in the ninth of the Odyflcy, and confe- 
quently the Phaeacians have nothing to fear from the affiftance 
which they lend Ulyfles. P, 

Ver. 85.] On account of thefe defedlive rhymes, I prefisx 
Chapman: 

Away, and with thee go the worft of woes. 
That feek'ft my friendihip, and the Gods thy foes* 

Ver. 87.] Or thus ? for reafons fo often ftated : 
Thus fierce he faid, and left my creiv to tveef. 
With hearts defponding we regain the dap* 

VoL.UL C 
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And him amidft his jovial ^bns we found ; 6$ 
T]|il|i banquet fteamiag, and tbe goUets crown'd: 
There humbly ftopp*d.with confciouft ftiame and 
iv.^ :awe, 

Nor Blearer than the gate prefurii'd to Anw. 
Butfoon his ions their well-known gueft defcry^d, 
And darting from their couches loudly cry^dy 70 
IHyfTes here ! what damson cou'd(^ thou meet 
To thwart thy paffage and repel thy fleet ? 
Waft thou not farnifli'd by our choiceft care 
For Greece^ for home^ and all thy foul held deir ! 
Thus they ; in filence long my fcite I mournM, 75 
At length theie words with accent low return'd. 
Me, lock'd in fleep, my faithlefs crew bereft 
Of all the bleffings of your god-like gifti 



Ver. 65.] Or thus, wiA more melody and vigour, as well as 

Mj royat friend ^smth nvife and font. vr^ found. 
Vcn 67.) Our Poet indulges hw fancy here, Thefe four 
4redb correfpond to the fiibjoined tr^Q of Homer : 

Com« to Hm manfion, by the threih-bold poib 
We i4te ; amas'id tii^y view'd, and thus enquired, 

V«r. 7 J.] Th* rhymes Hfc inaccurate 5 but I foi^etir to fpecify 
erery inflance^f this kind, that I m^y not difguft the reader; 
efpecially as firoilai ifhperfe£iios»» and of the faaie words« have 
been noticed fo often in the courfe of thefe remaflu. No lefs 
dim fcmr C0iaplet9 cote together in this pla^e, jnMy cenfiu^ble 
on this JUDcbimt. 

t Ver. 75.] Thb couplet is tasvpMti, witb^ n^freprefentAdionjr 
^m the following li|MS« 

ThiMT^ ; 4did f, whh-fcjnPOW wrung, rejpVd. 
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But grants oh grant our lofs we may retrieve : 
A favour you, land you alone can give. to 

Thus I with art to move their pity tfy*d, 
And toach'd the youths ; but their ftern fife re* 

Vile wretch, bd goiie ! thi^ iriftaiit I command 
Thy fleet accursM to leave our hallow'd land. 
His baneful fuit pollutes thefe blefs'd abodes, 85 
Whofe fate proclaims him hateful to the Gods. 

Thus fierce he faid: we fighing went our way. 
And with delponding hearts put off to fea. 



Ver. 83. f^tle wretch^ he gone! ^ — ] This unhofpitable charaftcr 
of iEolos may feem contrary to the humane difpofition which 
Homer before afcribed to him ; he therefore tells us^ that Ulyfles 
appeared to hini to be an objed of divine vengeance, and that to 
give him affiftance would be to adl againft the will of the Gods. 
Bat» obferves Euflathius, is not this an ill-chofen relation to be 
made to the Phxacians, as the Criticks have remarked, and might 
it not deter them from affifling a man whom iEolus had rejected 
as an enemy to the Gods ? He anfwers, that it was evident to 
the Phasacians, that UlyfTes was no longer under the difpleafure 
of heaven, that the imprecatioAs of Polypheme were fulfilled ; 
he being to be tranfported to his own country by ftrangers, 
according to his prayer in the ninth of the Odyfley, and confe- 
quently the Phasacians have nothing to fear from the affiftance 
which they lend Ulyfles. P, 

Ver. 85.] On account of thefe defedlive rhymes, I prefex 
Chapman: 

Away, and with thee go the worft of woes. 

That feek'ft my friendihip, and the Gods thy foes, 
Ver. 87.] Or thus ? for reafons fo often ftated : 

Thus fierce he faid, and left my cre-w to nveef. 

With hearts defponding we regain the deep* 
VoL^UL C ^ 
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The iailors fpent with toila th^ folly moviFn^ 
S^t mourn ia vam ; no profped of return. _^ 
Six d^ys afid aigbts 9 4ouhtful courie we fteer,7 
The ixc?t proud Laiqos' {lately towVs appear, f 
And Laeftrigoiiia's gates arife diftinft in air. 3 
The ihepherd quitting here ^t night the plaitti: 
Calfc, to ^cceed his c?ir^, thp.wgttcbfol fwain ; « 



Vtueapng toil had Jpmt my finking train \ 

Th^ mourn their folly, but tkiy mooni In yafiu 

Vcr. 91 J Tkiw Ogilby : 

dbr days, and nights, through briny waves we fieeri 
The feventhy to ut kng X4#us walls appear* 
Vcr. 93.] Or, with a proper rhyme. 

And Lxftrigonia's pkins their bofom rear* 
V^r. 94. The fitepherd quitting hen at night the plain, &;c.J 
This paflage has been thought to be very di^dlt ; but £uilathia% 
m^ktfi it initelU^ible : the land of the Lxftrigons was fruitful, and 
£t; for pafturage ; it was the pradice \o tend the fheep t>y day^ 
iayi th^ oxen by night ; for it was infefted by a kind of fly that 
wajs ycry giiievous to the oxen by day, whereas the wool of the 
flieep defended them from it : and therefore the (hepherds drove 
their oxen to pafture by night. If the fame (hepherd who watched 
the iheep by day, could pafs the night without fleep, and attend 
the oxen, he performed a doubk'^uey, and confequently merited 
a double reward. Homer fays, that the ways of the night and 
. day were near to each other, that is, the paftures of the fheep 
imd oxen, and the ways that led to them were adjacent ; for ^ 
ikepherd that drove his flocks home, (or uatXimt as Homer 
expreflTes it,) could call to the herdiman, wha drove his herds to 
pafture, or l^tXcMt, and be heard with eafe, and thecefore the 
roads mud* be adjoining. 

Craus gives us a very different interpretation : he aiTerts that 
Homer intended to exprefs the £tuation of the LseftrigQns, and 
affirms that they lay under the head of the dragon^ Kifoxif 
j^oire', (whi^O^ciec rea4eri^ the uU of thedr^on) accordbg 
to Aratvs, 
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But be th^t (corns the dhidng of fleep to wetr^- 
And adds the herdimaa's to the ihepherd^ii calttiy 



WUch TnUy thus tranflates, 

*' Hoc caput hie paoUiiin fefe fubitoqtxe r^ondit 
^ Ortos ubi atque obitus partem admiicentai* in tutiui^/* 
' If this be true, the Poet intended to expref^ that there wiU 
fearce any night at all among the Laeflrigonsj^ according to that 
ofManilius, 

*• ^\^qiie ortiu,' occaAis erit** -^ *^ 
But how will this agree with the fituatioii of tke lastbi^otAi 
who were undoubtedly Sicilians, according td the direfl affirma^ 
tion of Thncfdidcs, lib. vi. of his HiHory? Bcfides, if Lseftri^ 
gonia lay under the head of the dragon, Ulyfles muft have (jpent 
ftven months inftead of fcvA. days, in failing from the .^olian 
iflands to that country. Neither is there any neceffity to have 
Tecourfe to this fplution ; for what fignifies the length or (hortneft 
of the day to the double wages of the ihepherds, when it was 
pdd to him who took upon him a doable charge of watching the 
whole day and night> which comprehends the fpac« of foilr lUid 
twenty hours; which alone, whether th^ greater part q£ it w4i 
by night or day, entitled the (hepherd to a douUc reward! I 
therefore fhould rather chufe th^ former interpretation, with which 
Didymtts agrees. N»jt)fp«t, *») itfupftu pofia) Uyvc i»Vi tik w^*r( ; 
that is, " both the night paftures, and thofe of the day, are adja^ 
•' cent to the city.'* 

It is evident that the Laeftrigons alfo inhabited Formisei a ci^ 
of Campania Hear Cajeta : thus Horace, lib. ill. Ode 17. 

** Ali vetufto nobills ab Lamo ^ 

" Audore ab illo ducit originem 

" Qgi Formiarum maenia dicitur 

" Princeps" — — 
It was called Hormiae, according td Strabo, ^off^im, Aetkvimtlp 
fUt^a, OffAMt Xiyoftuor ^t« t^ ivep/xoy : that is, *' Forause was built 
" by a Laconian, called alfo Hotmias, ffom its being an excellent 
*' ftation for diipsf." Tully had this place in view in his eptiUt 

C « ^ 



1$ HOMER'S ODYSSEY, book ??. 

The iailors fpent with toila th^ folly moviFn^ 
Sv^t mour^ in vam ; no profpcdpf return. _^ 
Six d^ys afid nights 9 ^ouhtful courfe we fteer,7 
The ixe?t proud Laiqos' {lately towVs appear, ? 
And Laeftrigonia^s gates arife diftinft in air. 3 
The ihepherd quitting here m night the plaittir 
Calls, to ^cceed his c^r^, th^.w^itchfal fwain ; 9$ 



Vnceafing toil Imd Jpmt my finking train ; 

Tbty mourn their folly* hut tkey moxrtn m yaftu 
Vcr. 91 J Tkiw Ogilby ; 

obf days, and nights, through briny waves we fieeri 

The feventhy to ut king X491U1 walls appasr. 
Vcr. 93.] Or, with a proper rhyme. 

And Lxftrigonia's pkin« their bofom rear* 
V^r. 94^. The Jbepberd quitting htn at night the plain, &c.J 
This paflage has been thought to be very di^dlt ; bnt £uflathia% 
n^ke^ it initelU^ible : the land of the Lxftrigons was firaitful, and 
£t; for pafturage ; it was the pradice \o tend the fheep t>y daj^ 
ai^d th^ oxen by night ; for it was infefted by a kind of fly that 
wan ycry. grievous to the oxen by day, whereas the wool of the 
flieep d^fbnded them from it : and therefore the (hepherds drove 
their oxen to pafture by night. If the fame (hepherd who watched 
the flieep by day, could pafs the night without fleep, and attend 
the oxen, he performed a doubk'^duey, and confequently merited 
a double reward. Homer fays, that the ways of the night and 
day were near to each other, that is, the paftures of the fheep 
imd oxen, and the ways that led to them were adjacent ; for ^ 
ikepherd that drove his flocks home, (or uatXim, as Homer 
exprefles it,) could call to the herdfman, wha drove his herds to 
pafture, or >|f^^^ and be heard with eafe, and therefore the 
roads mud* be adjoining. 

Craus gives us a very different interpretation : he aiTerts that 
Homer intended to exprefs the £tuation of the LsefbigQns, and 
affirms that they lay under the head of the dragon^ Kifoxif 
iftixorH^, (whitihO^ciec rea4eri^ the uU of the dr^n) accordbg 
loAratVB, 
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But be that fcoitis the dhaing of fleep to wetr^ - 
And adds the herdiman's to the fhepherd^s caiti^ 



WUch TiiUy thus tranflates^ 

«* Hoc caput hie paolliiin fefe flrbittK]txe recondit 
^ Onus ubi atque obitus partem admiicentai* in mtaih/* 
If this be true* the Poet intended to expref^ that there wiU 
fcarce any night at all among the Laefhigonsj^ according to that 
ofManilius, 

*• Vixqne ortiu>' occafus erlt** -^ t^ 
But how will this agree with the fituatioii of the Laeibigon^ 
who were ondoubtedly Sicilians* accordmg to the direfl affirma^ 
tion of Thocydides, lib. vi. of his HiHory? Bcfides, if Lseftri* 
gonia lay under the head of the dragon* UlylTes muft have (pent 
ftven months inftead of fere^ days* in failing from the .^olian 
iflands to that country. Neither is there any neceffity to have 
Tecourfe to this fplution ; for what figniiies the length or (hortneft 
of the day to the double wages of the ihepherds* when it was 
pdd to him who took upon him a doable charge of watching the 
whole day and night> which comprehends the fpac« of foilr lUid 
twenty hours ; which alone* whether th^ greater part (rf* it w4i 
by night or day, entitled the (hepherd to a double reward! I 
therefore (hould rather chufe the former interpretation* with which 
Didymits agrees. Ntiilipau* x«i itfAtpMu wfAal hfyvt M tik vikwi ; 
that is* " both the night paftures* and thofe of the day* are adja^ 
•' cent to the city.'* 

It is evident that the Lxftrigons alfo inhabited Formittj a ciqr 
of Campania near Cajeta : thus Horace* lib. iii. Ode 17. 

** ^li vctufto nobilis ab Lamo ^ 

'* Audore ab illo ducit originem 

** Qgi Formiarum maenia dicitur 

" Princcps" — — 
It was called Hormiae* according td Strabo* ^opf*(tfi* Aukvnitop 
itV/bia* OfiMui XiyojHioof ^t« T^ ivep/xoir : that is* ^' Formiae was built 
" by a Laconian* called alfo Hotmias> ffom its being an excellent 
*' ftation for diipsf." Tully htd this place itf view in his eptftlt 

C » "' 
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So near the paftures, and fb l9iort the way, 
Hi& doable tqiis imj claim a double pay, 
And join the labours of the night and day. 



vay, 7 
I, > 

lay. lOQj 



to Atticus^ lib. ii. epi(t. I j\ ^/ <z;^0 i/r hone TuXanri/Xoy^ 'veneris 
XBUffvyQtUfy Formias dica. And Plky to the &me parpofey lib. iii. 
cap4-5. Ofpidum Fermist, Htnrmia ante diShimy ut exifiima'vire, an-* 
tiqua Laftrigwum fedes. But how will this agree with Homer, 
who places them in Sicily, whilft Tully and Pliny place them ia 
Campania in Italy ? 

Dacier anfwers, that they were originally Sicilians, as appears 
from Pliny, lib* iii« cap. 8. Flumina Symathus, Terias; intus, 
Lafiriganiicamfi\ oppidumt Leontini. And why might not thefe 
X<efbigons, or a colony of them, leave Sicily to fettle in Italy, at 
it 13 evident the Phxacians had done, and £xed ia Corcyra? 
fiochart's opinion concerning this nttion is not to be negleded; 
the words Lafirigom and Leontines are of the fame import; 
laftrigon is a Phcenician name, lais tircum^ that is, a devouring lion ; 
.this is rendfred literally by the Latin word kontinuntt and. both 
denote the lavage and leonine difpofition of this people ; the word 
lamus is alio of Phoenician extrail : labam, or lahama, fignifies ' 
a devourer ; from hence probably was derived that Lamia, w]io 
devoured young in&nts, mentioned by Horace in his Art of 
l^oetry. 

*' Nee pranfe Lamiae vivumf puerum extrahat alvo.^' 

We are informed that there was a queen of Lybia of that name, 
by Diodorus Siculus ; ihe was a perfon of great beauty, but of 
great barbarity. P» 

. It is mod apparent to me, that Homer means to deicribe a 
country, in which the twilight was fo powerful, and the interval 
of total darknefs fo tranfitory, that the flocks continued feeding 
day and night. Upon this notion (whether the hiftorical propriety 
will hold, or not, upon any explanation; of which Homer's accu* 
racy will fcarce admit a doubt) the paiTage is obvious at once, and 
perfefily intelligible. The following attempt is literal: 

. To ihepherd, unremitting, fhepherd calls ; 
Alternate yields the flock, idternate feeds. 
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'S Withitt a long recefs a bay there lies, - 
Bdg'd rouiKi with cliflfe, high pointitig to the 
ikies; * 

The jutting ihores that fwell on either fide 
Contract its mouth, and break the rufhing tide. 
Our eager £iilors feiizse the fair retreat, loj 

And bound within the port their crowded fleet : 
For here retir'd the finking bilk)ws fleep, . 
And finiling calmnefs filver'd o'er the deep. 
I only in the bay refus'd to moor. 
And fix*d, without, my halfers to the ihore. no 



There> could a man keep fleeplefs^ he might gain 
A double hiit> now herds^ now tending fheep ; 
So ciefe the confines of the day and night ! 

Vcr. 105,] Ogilby has a- good couplet here: 
There in dofe order the whole navy lay. 
And fil'd the bofom of the winding bay. 

Ver; 109, I only in the bap refused to moor.'] It may appear at 
the ftrft view, that Ulyffes took more care of himfelf than of his 
companions ; toA it may be afked, why did he not reftrain them 
from entering the bay, when his caution plainly (hews that he was 
^pprehexifive of danger? Had he more fear than the reft of thd 
company ? No ; but a greater forefight ; a Wife man provides as 
for as lies within his power againft all contingencies, and the 
cverft flten^s, that his companions were rafh, and he wifetoadt 
with fo much circumfpedlion ; they ftayed not for command, and 
therefore were juftly punilhed for adling precipitately without the 
direfUon of their general and king. P, 

'. .'JThuB, more faithfully^ and with a better rhyme: 

I outwards i to the 'verge, my 'vejfel Bore ; . ; 

And t/d my haulfers to the rocky (horet 



From t;h4ti«%we oJ^bM % poiot, wfeMfe tiry 
broMf 

Commands the profpeft of the plains bdiow : 

No twick»,of fc««fts^ or figeft of earn we ^ndt 
B.^1 ira^ofcy Yokr»«»; roUbg fro» the grwa4 
Xwo with Qm herald tWfthfC^ we conmaiid^ *i> 
>^^ i]^«f4 t:Q leam. w h^ ogi^n p<^i3'd thtr Itiid^ 
They y/mtj aivl k:«pt tjbo. wbeeV9 fimoQtb beatett 

?Qftd 
Which to the gi^ 4rQW tb* ©louqtain woq4i 
Whea ]q[ %hPY nset, befidf a cryftal fpriwgt. • 
The daughter of Antiphates the king ; im 



Ver. 1 1 k]. Or« ibr ppve reijbmi t]mn ooe j 

Vcr. 117.] Or. thus: 

They went, and kept the wheel's {niooth<-beateii <fwy, 

Wlfere cars their timber ta tine t^vm cjemj^. 
Vcr. 1 20, TJIfe doiu^ter rf Jtuiph(ite$y &c.] It is not evid#nt 
lifQiH whence UlyiTes had the. knowledge of thefe particulars; tbfi 
j}^.ribns whom he. fenti to fearch the land perifhed in the aitempt;. 
O.r werci deflroyed with, the fleet by the Laeftrigons : how then 
^Quld thi^ rel^ipn be made, to Ulyfles ? It is probable that he had 
his infor^iatipn fronv Circe or Calypfo, for Circe in the fequel o£ 
tjie Odyfiey tells UlyiTes, that fhe was acquainted with all tha 
fiifering^ that .he had undergone by Tea; and if ihe» as a Goddefsji 
l^n^w hi^. adventures, why might fhe not relate to him thefe partjU 
QVdars ? Homer a little lower tells us^ that the Lsflrigons traQ»« 
^ed («Dr|{po»^fc) the companions of UlyfTes, and then carried them 
away on their weapons like fo many fifhes ; others prefer iipoflK» 
that is, connecting tb^n together like a range of fifhes; both 
which very well ex<prefs the prodigious flrength of thefe giants : 
others chufe the word mrveiifoiltci, or, f* they eat them yet alive 
(pal^tantes) ** like fifhes." The preference is fubmitted to the 
reader. Eufiatbius. 



«0(Hci& HOMER^sX>DYSSEYi ^ 

She to Aftacia'd filver fbeams catne down^ 
(Artacia's ftreams alone iupply the town:) 
The damfel tiiey approach, and aik'd v/Yai nure 
The peopk were i who monarch of the plabfi t 
With Joy the tnaid, th* unwary ftraftgers heard^ 
And mew'd them where the royal dome iij^ 
pearM* ii6 

They went ; but as tb*y entering faW flie qiieifcii 
Of fize enormous, and t^rrifick ixiieh^ 
(Not yielding tofome bulky mountain^^ height) 
A fudden horror ftruck their aking fight. r^ 
Swift at her call her hufbafad fc6ur'd away 
'te wreak his hunger on the defiin'd prey t 



1 viil only add> that poflibly the relation of the barbarity q£ 
Polypheine^ and Antiphates^ with reipedt to th6ir eating fhd tt61h 
of Men« ikiay not be endrely fabulous : modern hiftory aflates u^ 
.that ravages have been found in parts of the world lately difco* 
vered, who eat the bodses of their en^Smies : it is therefore, no 
wonder that the more polite and civilized nations of antiquity, 
looked upon fnch men as mongers, and that their poets painted 
them as fuch^ or perhaps aggravated ^^ fimty or ficrcenefs of 
their features^ ilruck with horrour at their brutal inhumanity. P, 

Ver. rjo.y More accurately. 

They view with horrour the detefted fight: 
which would make a flight correftion neceflkry in verfc 127. 

but, as they entered, faw the queen, 

Dryden, in his State of Innocence, iv. i . 

Their glory fhoots upon my aking Jenfi: 
ai Gray in his Bard : 

Vifions of gttny t ipafe my aching Jighu 
■ C4 . 



S4 HOMEKVODTf-SfifiV. 

One for his food the^raging gluttoa^Wv 
-But tv^Q rufh'd pntj a^d tP the navy-ficw* 

Balk'd 6f his prey, the yellkig monftcr flies. 
And fills the city with his hideoqs, cries ; 136 
A gh^ftly band of giauts hear the roar, 
Aod pouring dowii the mountains, croud th^ 
-. . -fhore. 

Fragments they rend from off the craggy brow. 
And dafli the ruins on the ihips below : 140 

The crackling veffels burft ; hoarfe groans arife^ 
And n>ingled borr ow s ^cfa o i t o the ikies ; 
The men, like fifbf they ftuck upon the flpodi. 
And cram'd their filthy throats with hujnan fopi 
Whilft thus their^ fiiry rages at the bay, 145 

My fword our cables cut, I call'd to weigh ; 
And charg'd my men, as they from Fate would fly, 
JEach nerve to ftrain, each bending -oar to ply. 



. * Vcr. 138,] pr, with more energy, jp^rhzps, and propriety: 
V Pour through the ftf*fiis,f0nd thicken to the ihore. 

•Ver. 1-39.] Or thus : 

They rend huge fragments frtm the craggy brow. 
Ver. 141.] : Or, with greater accnracy : 

Groans tf crujh^d men and crackling >^/;^i arife. 
In mingled tumult echoing to the ikies. 

Ver. 146.] X^^Y could not ^eigh, if the cat)les were cut. 
Ogilby is not amifs: ■: ^^, . <. 

' Their oars I bid them ply, their lives to fave, 
Dcfath at their heels : they bruih the briny wave. 
And foon our fiiipa the open fca enjoy 'd ; 
^ iSot att the itft the Lacftrygons deilroy'd* 



jQDKX. HOMBITs omrssEY. «j 

The failora catch the word, their oars they feize. 
And fweep with equal Arokes the fmoky feas ; 1 50 
CSesyr of the rocks th' impatieni: veflel flies } . 
Whilft ia the port each. wretch encumberM dieSs. 
With earneft hafte my frighted lailors prefi, \ 
;?Whiie kindling: tranfports glow'd atour fucce^ 
But the fad fate that did our friends deftroy 15$ 
Cool'd ev ry breaft, ^nd damp'd the rifing joy. . 
-. Now dropp'd our anchors in th' iEaean bay,^ 
Where Circe dwelt^ the daughter of the day ; 



«-Ver. 158. Whin Circe dwelt.l Hefiod in his Tlieogony agrees 
with Homer as to the genenlogy of Circe and i£etes« 

UtfoytUf K.»px)]9 Tf x^ Aiimt &A^i>Sm. 
Tphat is, *' Perfeis the daughter of Oceanua bore to Phoeboii, 
*' Circe and king iEetes." But why are they &bled to be the 
offspring of the fun ? Euftathius anfwers, either from their high 
birth, as the gre^t perfi)nages of antiquity wer^ diUed AioRhk^ ^ 
the fons of Jupiter, and the fun in the antient mythology repre- 
fented tha^ deity; or frmr TMf ^lOtlraordinary beauty, which 
might be compared to the fun, or from their illuftrious actions. 
But perhaps the whole might be derived from the way of fpeaking 
among the orientals ; at this day -ms- are informed from the beft 
hiflorian^, that fuch language prevails in the eaftern countries, and 
kings ai^ great perfonag^.s are called the brothers or offspring of 
the fun. 

This JEaez is a mountain or promontory in Italy: perhaps 
originally an iiland, and iHlt keeping the refemblance of it. Thu« 
Procopius, Gothicorum, lib. i. Cerceium baud modico truBu in mdn^ 
prreBtim infida^ fieciem fert.ytmn fraterna<vigantihus fUam terrtftri 
itiuere pratereuntihus : and Strabo, lib. v. K»px«ro» Spof tna^d^^v 
9aAttr]9i Tf x; hiah But is the relation that Homer makes of this 
ifland,.aBd of Circe, agreeable to truth ? Undoubtedly it is not; 
but Homer was very well acquainted with the ftory of Medei^, 
and applies what. was j'eporte<i of .ihat enchantjreii to Circe, and 



a6 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. took au 

Hot mother Perse^ of old Ocean's ftrain^ 
Thus from the Sun deicendtd^ and the main ; i66 
(From the fame lineage ftem iEastes caitie . 
The far-'^im'd brother of th' enchantrefi dame) 
Goddefi^ and queen^ to whom the pow'rs bdoag 
Of dreadful magick^ and commanding fong. 
Some pod direding, to this peaceful bay i6f 
Sikat we came^ md melancholy lay. 
Spent and overwatched* Two days a^ nights 

rofifdon,^ • 

And now the third iiiccceding morning flione* 
I dimb'd a cliff, with fpear and fword in hand, 
Whofe ridge o^erlook'd a ihady length of land ; 



^i the Uttit of -Saw to the ifland of Circe, in rcfcmblante to 
' JBsLy ZJChy of CoIe&08, the country of Medea and iEetes. That 
Homer was not a ((ranger to the ftory of Medea is evident, fo4 
ie mehtidfls the (hip Argo in the twelfth Qdyffey, in which Jafl>n 
failed to Cotehotf, Where Medea fell in lovie with hinl; fo tha^ 
though Citce be a feblcd deity, yet what Homer fays of her, wa* 
applicable to the Charader of another perfon, and confequently a 
jatt fouiidJati6ii for a ftOry in poetry. With this qpinion Straba 
agrteJ. P. 

Ver, 163. J This couplet correfponds to a verfe of Us author^ 
which may be verbally given thus : 

Melodious, fair-trefs'd Circe> goddefs dire ! 

Ver. »67.1 Somewhat more clofcly, thus : 
Cimfim^d with cares. Two days — • 

Ver. 168.^] I would avoid the jmgle by fubftituting, 
•^«» -^ the third JkcceJ/l*ve morning (hone. 

Ver. 165. / cU^dti cliff. '\ Scaliger, lib. v. 6f Ms Potflickt 
•bfenres^, that there \a a general refemblanee- between Ulyflks in 
Homer, and^neas lii^ Yirgil> and that i^ncas aOi in tlMi itxtt 
man WW vt\jvffKit* v", , ■ 



wooiLm HOMER^s ODYSSET. §7 

To learn if aught of mortal works appear^ tyi 
Or chearful voice of mortal ftrike tbs par ? 
Froip the hji^ point I mark'd^ in difbnt mw^ 
A ftream of curling fh^oke, aicending bhie. 
And i^ry topa, the tufted trees above, 171 

Of Circe's palace bofom d in the grove* 

Thither to hafte^ the region to explore^ 
Was fk-ft my thought : but fpeeding back to fliorci 
I deemM it beft to vifit firft my crew. 
And fend out ipies the dubious coaft to viewf. 186 
As down the hill I fplkary go, ' 

Some pow'r divine who pities human wdc' 



•• — — — ft — • — * exift, locoKjue 
' '* Explonrt libvot, quas vento acctfleiit oiat, 
'^ C2ai teneant, (nam inculu videt) homiiie^e fenene 
'• Quter^re eonfHtoit/' 
TbsLt Ciitkk remarks^ that though the atdtndes of the two heroopf 
are the iame, yet they are drawn by Virgil with a more mafterly 
hand: Fufior ti latter Hmmnu iavimetur, fi&iwr Virgdim \S 
Mmneris a/triaior. 

U)y^ himfeif here takes a general view of the ifland, but 
fends his companions for a more particular information ; this was 
neceflary to introduce the following ftory, and give it an air of 
probability ; if he had made the experiment in his own perfon, 
his virtue would have been proof againft the forceries of Circe^ 
and confequently there could not have been room for a defcription 
of her enchantments. Euftatkius, ' P. 

Vkr. 172.] Or thus? 

If aught of mortal voice mghi reach mm ear. 
V^. 175.] Thus Milton^ Allegro, ver. 77, 
Towers and battlements it itt^^ 
Bofinfd high in tufted trees. 
VtP. 179.] Thus Ms author : 

I deem'd xr/raibir tar^^ nrf crew; 



HtSMER^s^OOYSSEY; »6oKxi 

Sent a taH fbgi idfifcending from the woo^ ^ 
To cool his fervour in the cryftal flood ; 
lAixuriant'ion the^Jwave-^woi^n bank he lay, ^ isi 
Stretched forth, and patitingift the fiinny ray. 

1 knch'd my ff)ear, aixl with a ludden wound 
TranfpiercM his back, and'fixM-him to the ground. 
He fallsy and mourns his fate with huriian cries : 
Thro' the wide wound the vital fpirit flies. 19* 
I df ew, aud cafl:ipg oii the river fide 
•^Tie.bloody ipear, his gathered feet I tyM 
With twining ofie/8 which the Bank fiipply'd, 
An ellin length the pliant wifp I weav'd 19 j 
And the huge body ou my ihoulders heavM : 
Then leaning on the Ipear with both my hands, 
Up-bore m;^ lo*d, arid prefs-d the finking lands 
With weighty ftcps, ^tifl at the fhip I threw 
TTie welcome burden, and be4>oke my crew. 200 



.1 



Vcr. I S3.) Ogilby is clofer tQ his ori|^inal, whom^ur tranf- 
ktor but little heeds in tlis paflage. The following portion is 4 
corrediQii of hiiPpftde^ttori' • 

T^e raging fervours of the filar beam 

Hadfint tb lave him in the cryftal Aream. 

Juft as he \t(mp thj^ 'hank, my fpear I threw ; 

Clear through his chine, the well-aim'd javelin flew« 

He f^iU'with cries ^ 4xfiring, to the ground: 

My foot imfrefs* di the nueapon quits the wound. 

Vcr. 190.] This thought of human cries is engrafted by the 
tranilator, who has interwoven feveral beautiful inventions in his 
delicate ver£on of this pafiage. The reader, who wifhes per^^ 
ftccuracy, mufi betake him&lf to Mr. Cowper. 



BpoR X. HOMER^S ODTSSEY. c^ 

Chear-up^. my friends !. it is not yet our fate ' 
To gUde witb ghofts thro* Ptuto^s.gioomy gate.,' 
f'opd in the defert land, i>eh<dd ! is giv'n, L 
Live, and enjoy the providence of heav'n. 

The joyful crew furvey his mighty fize, • 
And on die future banquet feaft their eyes, «oj 
As huge in length extended lay the beafl ; >: 
Then w^ their hands, ^md haflen to the fen^' 
There, 'till the fetting fun roUM do\^» the light^' 
They fat indulging in the genial rite.. r.'i 

When ev'ning rofe, and darknefs cover'd o*er «^' 
The fageof thin^,,.we fleptaloiiig theihore^, a 
But when the roly morning wajrm'd the eafl, \ 
My nien I fummon'd, ^nd thefe words addreft^ 

Followers and friend^^j attend what I propbfelS 
Ye lad conjpanions of UlyfTes' woes ! 21^ 

Vcr. 205.] ?or this ^i?h hg was'ttfdmately indebted, I prc- 
fame, to Ogilby's tranflation : 

When they enough had ianqtieted thetr fyes, / 
Ver. 206.] Our Poet feems to have gU^c^ .on Chapmkn ir 4 

—. -^ ^ ^ came, and lookt upiin 

With admiration, the huge bodied heafi ; 
And when Aeir firflk-ferv'd eyes had done their y3r/7/?, 
. They waiht. 

Ver. 208.] This couplet will admit, I think, additional 
polifli: 

Thus, 'till the fetting fun rolPd down the light, 
fFe fat indulging there the genial rite. ' 

: Vfr*. 2|^2.] The verMcati(Hi may be cpafulted thu&.;r . . 
But, when the rofy morning irak^^Mr rtft — .. j . 



30 HOMER't ODTSSEY. aooKX. 

We know not here ^ftrhzt land before us lies^ 
Or to what quarter now we turn our eyes. 
Or where the fiin fhall fet, or where (hall rife. 



I 



Vcr. ^17,] literally, thus: 

If to the <wifi, or ^afl, wc turn our eyc5. 

Ver. 218. Or wbir9 thtfiin JMl fit, orm^ber&fiallrifiJ] T&t 
interpretations of tUs pafia|[e are various; ibme, (ays Eu^thsoij 
jt^dge thefe words not to proceed from the ignorance of UlyiTest 
bttt diat they are the language of deipair fuggefled by his con- 
tiniial calamitiea : for how could Ulyfles be ignorant of the eaft 
or wefty when he (aw the fun rife and (et every day ? Others 
nnderfland it to iignify, that he was ignorant of the clime of the 
world (fall Ko^funv it^^tf^) in which Uuis ifland lay. Strabd was 
of opinion, that the ^pearai;ice of the heavenly bodies, as the 
fiaiB, &€. were different in this ifland from the pofition which he 
had ever before pbftrved in any country, and rthereforc he miglK 
well confefs his ignorance, and exprefs his concern for his almoA 
de^rate condition. He underftands by lnuq all that region through 
^whieh the fun paflR^s c^pofite to the north. It is true, chat the 
four quarters of the world may be Aippofed to be here mentioned 
by Ulyfles, n»% may exprefs the fouthem parts through which the 
fun paiTes, and {^o^c the oppofue c^uarter^ which may be faid com* 
paratively to be {0^©?, or dark ? And then the rifing and fetting 
of the fun will undeniably denote the eaflem and weflern regions* 
Spondanus is of opinion, that Homer intended to exprefs the foot 
quarters of the world, otherwife the fecond verfe is a tautology* 
Dacier calls it an explication of the firft deicription. And indeed 
the mind of man is apt to dwell long upon any objeft, by which 
it is deeply affedled, as Ulyflea muft here be fuppofed to be, and 
therefore he might enlarge upon the fentiment advanced in the 
former line. The meaning then wiQ be this. I know not, bLj% 
tliat hero, where this iiland lies, whether eaft or weft, where the 
fun rifes, or where he fets. I ftiould therefore underftand Ulyflea 
to mean, that he knows not how the iftand lies with refpedl to the 
reft of the world, and efpecially to Ithaca his own country. This 
is evident from his conduft when he failed from FcHmis the land 
of the Laeftrigons ; for inftead of making toward the eaft where 
Ithaca ky, he bore to this ifland of CSree, wloGh lies on the weft 
of Formic. P« 



upoK X. ilOMER^# OPTSSEY. 31 

Here let us think (if thinking lie not; win) 
If aiiy counfel, any hope remain. : tt&( 

Alas ! from yonder promontory'* brow, 
I view'd the c:paft, a region flat and low t 
An ifle incircled with the boundleft flood 1 
A length of thickets, and entangled wood. 
Some fmoke I faw amid the foroft rife» zts 

And all around it only feas and iki«s ! 

With broken hearts my fad companions ftood, 1 
MindM of Cyclops and his hnman food^ > 
And horrid Laeftrigons, the men of blood* j 
Prefaging tears apace began to rain ; 230 

But tears in mortal miferies are vain. 



Vev. 220. If my c^mffU ^ hope nmain. ] TJbd^ expte&on n^ 

^ft ijbovgbt wworthy of the moath of an )^ro,t an4 t^ryt osify IQ 

^avUe bis compa^moBs to defpairf but in reality it hata dottblff 

eie^ I it giYe9 i» a lively pi^iu^ of human nature^ which in tho 

pfateft meiii wiU ihew fcMne degrees of fenfihiUty^ and at the 

%mt time it arms his friends againft furprife^ and kA$ xbo danger 

t^y are h| fuU before iheir eyes, that they nuiy proceed with doe 

^ua^Cpe^QB* We do not knd that; Ulyifes abandons himfelf to 

4(Qi]^> he fiiU s^dts like a br^ve man, but join^ wifdom with 

^^tfairefy> and. proceeds at once with the camion of aphibibphcur, 

'-and the fpirit of an i^ero. P* 

Veir. 2z6.] , This verfe is not in Homer, but. i& tranflated from 

TfirgiJt j^Vi. iii. 193. 

-^ ^ .p-p. corhim andi(|ue> et undique pontus : 

Wijth oi^ly feas around and ftiies above : 
^jil^rydcnreprefents the verfe. 

Ver. 230.] This metaphor, I confefs, does not pleafe mji, as 
.here exhibited : but it may be deemed prefumptuous, to propoft^ 
fubftitution : , * ^^ 

Prefagtng tears /» ^rftf/u began ^ylni^ ,- . * . a * 
Tears, confiktion vain to mortal nvoe ! %.::,-.: . I* 



32. nourk^t^&Dit^snrs j^mkx. 

In eqtial parts I flraight divide my band^ 

And name a chief each party to command ; ^-^ ) 

I led the one, and of the other fide 

Appointed brave Eurylochus the guide. z^f 

Tlfcn hi the brazen helm the lots we throw, * ^^ 

And fortune cafts Eurylochus to go : .; 

He march'd, with twice eleven in his titrfn: 

Penfive they march, and penfive.wfe^rt^^^ 

The palace in a woody vale they found^i r t^ 
High rais'd of ftoJie ; a ffiaded Ip^Ce jtc^ : 



ut-v III ■; 



Vcr. '2^6. Thin Of ihe brazen helm tii Jots 'voi tMw,y^j)ac\tt 
is of opinion that UlylTes caft lots out of an agprehenlioif bf.being 
difobeyed, if he had given poiitive commands; his companions 
bein^ fo gteady difeodraged by the adventures of Polypheine ^nd 
the Leftrigon». It will be a dbbto feafon; and' Aiiris '.worthy St ^* 
an hero to fay, that Dlyfien was for fer frbjin dectthWg:Vi\i6irdSW-'^'' 
danger, that he fubmits liimfelf tban c^al c^a&feVftt hii'ifiKR-^* 
panions to undertake it. This expedition appeated v^ry haza/ifisilSf,^^^ 
and if he had diredly commanded' i iclcft nWbSfiif Iffi O^ 
attempt it, they might have thoujjhf' he 'had ekp6fdd'A^ t6W^^ 
moft certain deftnidion ; btit the c6ntrai^'conda6: tdites av>4)ra9f*** 
apprehenfion, and at the fame time fhews'the hfavtty df'UIjHffiW^* 
who puts himfelf upona level wi^ thcrincittcffWId^ ibHfthf^^ 
and is ready to expofe his perfon to an e^i^ftty of dSig«rp,'* " ''•**^ 

Ulyffes divides his men into two bodies ; each contains two and^ 
twenty men : this is agreeable, obferves £allatbiu5« to the for^et:^ ^ 
account of Homer; each veflel carried fifty menj fix out of every . 
one were deftroyed by the Ciconians, and therefore fony-four U » 
the exadt number, incluiive of liimfelf and the A3|viviiig coiitf^ ^ 

Vcr. 241.] His author fays, - ^-^^ ^' ''*^ 

Offolifi*dfi(ms. "'" ^ * *^!Wi 



BOOK X.. . H^ER^^Q^^ ■ 3^ 

Where moimtain wolvps dttdrbrindled lions roam^ 
(By magick tamM) familiar to the dome. 



Vcp. 242. Where fountain wohoes Olid trindhd lions, Zct."] VirgU 
has borrowiid almoft this /whole defcription of Circe, and af 
Scaliger judges, perhaps with good reafon, j^r^d]^ improved it. 

" Hinc exaudiri gemitus ineque leo^um *' 
*^ Vtncla recuftntum, k kik fab ho6te mdetttanif 
^' Sedgerique fues, atque in prdefepibus urfi^ &c.'' 
Fiioni hence we heard rebellowing 'from the main. 
The coars of -lions that reMe the chain» 
The grunts of brifUed boars, and groans of b^ars. 
And herds of hoiwling wofves that' Sun the failors ears : 
Thefe from their caverns, at the clofe of night. 
Pill the fad ifle with hoi'roor and aFright \ 
.Darkling they mourn their fate, whom Circe's pow V, - 
That watch'd the moon, and planetary hour. 
With words and wicked herbs, from human kind 
Had alter'd, and in brutzd fhapes cOn£n'd» ^ . Dryden*, 
It fliuft be CQJ)ife&d, that tra Umum vincU rectifimtumr and the 
e^^ts aod idiort deicripdons adajpted to the nature of each lavage^ ^ 
are beautiful addiitions. Virgil likewife differs ^om Homer in 
die pawner of the defcriptipn : HQmer^ draws the beafts with a 
gemieo^fi of natu^QK. Virgil paints them with the fiercenefs of 
fxnf^ jjbe xea^otai of Homer's conduct is, oecaufe they fiill 
ict|^ed.the fenlamenta of.men, in ^e forms pf beafts^ and con* 
feqi^^Mljr dieir nadve len^ 

l^k^r^ is a beautiful Aoo^ couched under tlusiabk, or aUeg < 

Honer intended to tea^h, as Euflathius remarks, that ^pleafure 
aad fenfoality debafe men into beafls« Thus Socrates un^erilood 
i|, W Xenophon informs us/ Perhaps, adds Dacief^ by the 
tiwniag wolves and lions that guard the portals of Circe's palac^, '^ 
die Poet means to reprefent the attendants of fuch houfes of 'de- 
harttiieriir^ which appear gentle and courteous^ but are in reality of 
a^bnibd.fUfpo&tioil^ and more dangerous than lions. But upon 
wiisr fbondatkni is this &ble built? Many writers inform us> that ^ 
Qrce was a fiunous courtezan, and that her beauty drew her.s^ 
fKiertai it were by enchantment. Thus Horace writes. 
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With gentk blandifhment our men they mc<gt||. 
And wag their taik» and fawning lif:!;: their f^ft. 



'•• •^ — — — — ; Circes pocola iiofti» 
" QoaB.fi com fociis ftoltus^ cupiduTqoc bibiflet; 
<« Sob domkul Meretrice foiflet torpk k ezcors, 
** Vixifliet canis inunonduSj; vel arnica lota Ais." 

It is eyidentx that Ulyffis bad a very intimate ccanmecce witk 
Circe, for Hefiod wrkcs that he bad two fons by her« Agrius and 
Latinos, who afterward* reigned in ToTcany; other anihors call 
them Naofithoos and Tekgonns, v 

Ki^v y 'HiXitf Bvyarnf 2vip»o»iAi« 

TiUmt *oii/mi0* raXotetiipff^ h fiXMb 

Dionyiios Halicamaffns and Ariftotle mendon Tetegeims as the 
fon of Circe and Ulyfles, Who afterwards flew his &thf r with the 
bone of a filb inadvertently. Thos Horace, . 
«' TelegonijogaParricklaB." 

Bat the&r is not this iqtri^ue a breach of n^orality, aa4 c^oi^o^ 
idelity in that hero ? I refer thp reader to note on «er. 198. ikT 
^ fifth book of the Odyflby : I fball only add, that the notions 
of morality are now very different from what they were ii^ftntntar 
. ages. Adultery alone was. efteemed criminal, and podiflied witk 
death by the antient heathens: concubinage was not only pei>- 
mitted, bnt thought to be honourable, disappears from thept^ftice^ 
not only of heroes, hvLi even of the Pagan Deities $ "and >eonft- 

Juently this y^ the vice of th^ age, not in particular of IHyfiNi. 
lOt there is a ftronger objej^on againft Ulyfles, and it nMy^be- 
aiked, how b he to be vindicated for wafting no lefs ^ace tlttiva. 
whole year in dalliance with an harlot I* Penelope and Us country 
feem both forgotten, an(t cqnfequently he appears to negle&iria 
•wn re-efUbliflmient, the chief defign of the Odyfley : what isMa 
fome weight to this obfervatioa is, that his compi^H^ f^^ Bmfc, 
fenfible of his long abfence froni hb Gaqntty, and rqpst ituwte 
-than that hero ; for they awake hin(i out of ixs drnVBai and iBtralit 
him to depart from the iftUid. It is therefbre n^^eftry to^take 
away this objcaion.: for if it be nnanlWerable, Iflyfes is guilty 
of all the miferies of his family and country, by negleding to. 
redrefs them by returning, and ^therefore he mufi ctlj^ IQ ije a» 
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As from Ibme feaft a man retuming late^ a+6 
His faithful dogs all meet him at thh gate, 
Rejoicing round, fbine morfel to receive, 
(Such as the good man ever us*d to give.) 



(ttro> and is no longer to be propofed as ia pattern of wifHom, 
and imitation^ as he is in the opening of the Ody&y. BiM tht 
=fiay of Ulyfles is involontaiy, and confequently irreproachable ; 
he is in the power of a Deity, and therefore not capable of de- 
parting without her permiflion : this is evident : for upon the r&> 
monftrance made by his companions, he dares not undertake his 
voyage without her difmiflion. His afking confent plainly (hews 
that it was not iafe, if pradicable, to go away witlu)ut it ; if he 
W been a free agent, her leave had been unneceflary : it is, truf^ 
ibe telh him ihe will not detain him any longer againft hif ihcl>- 
nations ; but this does not imply that his ftay till then had been 
voluntary, or that he never had intreated to be difmifled before, 
but rather intimates, the contrary; it only (hewsr that now at laft 
flic xs.williag he ihonld go away. Bat why ihduldvUly^ ftand 
in need of being admonilhed by his companions ? Does tiot this 
iflD^ly that he was unmindful of returning ? This is only an evi- 
dence that they were de£rous to return as well as he ; but he makes 
a wife ufe of their impatience, and takes an occafion from their 
importnnides to prefs for an immediate difmiffion. 

Li fhort, I am not pleading, for perfedion in the eharader of 
Ulyfles : human nature allows it not, and therefore it is not to^ be 
aferibed to it in poetry. But if Ulyfies werehefe guilty, his 
chancer ceafes^to be of a piece : we no longer inteseJt ourfelves 
inhssimisfortunes, fince they are all owing to his own folly: the 
tttnre of the poem requires, that he fhould be continually endea* 
. vonrbg to Teftore his zSain t if then he be here funk into ^ 
kiAafgf, Us'charader is at once loll, his calamities are a jtft 
' pmiihment, and the moral of the OdyfTey is deibroyed, which is 
• W'ftievf wifdom and virtue rewarded, and vice and folly puniihed 
bytite^death of the Stiitors, and re-eftabliihment of Ulyfibs. P* 
TMu^ with more fidelity : 

MadeharmUfSi there wild wolves Ind lions roam. 
By potent drugs i fiimiliar to her dximf .' ' ' 
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Domcftick thus the grifly beafts drew near ; • i^- 
They ga:»e With Wdrider, ntdt unmix'd with fear. 
Now on the t^relhold of the dome they ftood,! 
And heard a Voice rebounding thro' the wood : 
Ptac'd at her loom within, the Goddefs fung ; 
The vaulted roofs and folid pavement rung, a^y 
O'er the fair web the rifittg. figures (hine, 
Imm^ortal l^our ! worthy hands divine, 
Folitds to the reft the queftion mov'd, 
{A gallant leader, and a man I lov'd.) 

What voice celeftial, chanting to the loom 260 
(Or nynQ^5t or.godde;(s) echoes from the room ? 
Say fliall we feek accefs ? With that they call ; 
.And ^ide \mfpld the portals of t^he hall. 
*-' The Gpddefe rifihg, afks her guefts to flay, ^ 
' Who blindly follow where fhe l^s the way. z6 j 
Eurylochus alone of' all the band, ' 

!!$ufpe£ting fraud, more prudently remain'd. 



1 ^ V^^ ^55'] ^^ traiiflator anticipates this thoidght from betow, 
iH^icre Chapman's veriiori is this : 

"" ■* -w .li* -u oi- -*- 'fh^ pavement tings 

^HBrammai* aiid^hyitik hiA 1>^h 1)otli consulted by fang and rang. 

,r- — — -I- rr thif iaid, dbad xhey.callp 
V .The.g^ti A& opening, lead^ into the ML 

,, Verv366.]f Theie. rhymes cannot be admitted as legttindte. 

-n /i», Sitrylodiiit alone wat left behind, ^ ..).> 

SafpiGHHis that the nymih feme fraud defign'd. 



WJik£smhimct hxviK ufthappyijwi^ibc ph«:*^. 
]Vtiifcnowlyprafs?d,H<he^6ei»cd{fc^ ifo 

B;it Yehocofid'was) <ihe,b0rdad/^aad mix'd tb4 bovrl^ 

^ V€r. i7«;' 'iliit'kfeJf^'4jt;as fBt tread, and mi^d iht'Mbl:] ^* It 
Is an undou^ed;^ath, iUMfc^;Ijlipinerva$:nb^^n^ 
magical drugs and incanta^ons tnan they have in reality; but ve 
are to remember that ^e i^ i^eakii^gf Itofbfe^ a credtiljb^^au^^ 

oWhorreadily Wi^ve4 i^hofc , itiprphabililjef , a^l44^;^h|^ ftnie'timc 
jie very judiciouily ppvides for thf ijii^&diion of his more u^der- 
ftziiim^ readers/ byx:ouchrng zn&^biStiitJs^^ fiWd ; 

yife/:^ by tnd»ltin|g; ou|r4pi^4t«» "HP. fi/|k'J^lw»t>0c<%iii9C:<tf' 
human nature, and degenerate into brutality* ,. . i ^ 

I an^ not' in the- numb<fer' of tfcoft Who }k\kf&H!lxdt '\XM*ii^T 
wcfp '^ny Jnaigicians ^^ |j*qi?foriH!(^j ;|^ii^8; jif . ;4i| Mft<JmmoH 
nature : the fjx>ry. of Janne,s and la&bresj, of the, Witch of Endor^ 

^%d^ ^bft- Magtfv artf ' UdSe&fiie ^^nftentts^ bf fe* «Alti§^. 
Magick is fuppofe4 'to.haVc bfeeii Ife-ft ^xaAifed • iui i*fejq?tv modHto 
have ibread afterwa^-ds among the Cbald^ns : it is v^ ^ddnoft 
that HoM^^f ^kd bee'n in ^^jrpt,^^iWe H^ Mf^t UkV%^Wtmit 
of the wonders performg^bj^il^^jijjyjier is of opinion, thatthefe 
deluders, or magicians, were mimicks of the real miracle.s of 

^^9^ and ii^ they ^ are defeiib^whhrt'walid, In^ ^tssdlbn of 
that great prophet. .1,1 : r r^i^- ^ f ' rf^^rnqjiriU 3i3»t1 * 

But if any perfon thinks, th^t.^^jagickis mere fable*, and never 
had any exiftence, yqtefl:^bli(hs4 |i»?'^'?Pfiff(W»Plli9Pin»on juftify 

Vting mcloied in a bag by ^olus,^nd committ^ tQ UJvifts ? 
But as abfurd as this appears, inbre'couhtries thati liapkncf pre- 
tend to the power df Celling a^teVttt^iir a fair wind at Qiis day, as 
is notorious from travellers tof ciiiaiiiland periiaps 'a Poet would 
^AG^avm 1» theft ages hh tk<MtgiiC!»idicido«si if fpeakikgiof^Lap^ 
land, he fhould introduce one of thefe Venefica's, and diibiibd 
|he ceremonies' ihe u£&diiBcitte|)crfei!matc«ui6d|c(Cf9eten(led in* 
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Soon in the lti£:ious feaft themfelves they loft. 
And 4mnk obiiyion oi their native coaft. »?$ 
Inftant her circling wand the Godded waves. 
To hogs transforms 'em, and the fty receives*. ^' 
No more was feen the human form divine ; 
Head, i^e, and members, briftle into fwine : 279 



eantitdons. Milton not unhappily has ihtrocUiG^d the fmagihecl 
]>ower of thefe Lapland witches into his Paradife Loft^ 

•^ -^ The night-hag, when callM 

Iniecret^ ridbg thu g^ liu rgft Ihe comes» 

Lur'd with the imell of infant blood, to dance 

With Llpland witches, while the laboring modti 

Edipfes at their charms. — - -— 
InflMMt* Virgil has imitated Homer in all thefe bold epifodes« 
and Horace calU them the miracles of the OdyfTey. P. 

* Ver. 275.] We much regret the imperfe6lion of rhyme in fp. 
Cne a rerfe : the metafbory however, of the tranilation is not front 
the prefent paflage of Homer, but from Virgil, ^n. vi« 714. 

— -^ — r — ^ — Lethaei ad fluminis undam 

Secoros latices & longa oUivia potant : 
0ins incomparably rendered by Pitt : 

To y(m dark Yearns the gliding gholls repair^ 

And quaff deep draughts of long ohliwon there. 
Ver. 276.] I know not, if the following couplet, though 
^snore faithful, will compenfate that before us, inaccurate as it's 
jrhymes muft be deemed : 

Inilant the Goddefs waves her potent wand ; 

• Strikes, and infties enckfes, all the band, 
Ver. 278. No metre nuasfeentbe human form diinne, £ffr.] Lon- 
ginus here reports a criticifm of Zoilus ; he is veiy pleafant upon 
this transformation of the companions of UlyfTes, and calls them, 
the ffueaiing pigs of Homer ; we may gather from this inflance 
the nature of his criticirms* and conjedure that they tended to 
turn the fined incidents of Homer into ridicule. Burlefque wat 
his talent, and inftead of informing the reafon by pointing oirt 
thC'errours of ^e poem, his only aim was to make his readers 
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StUl curft ilirith ienfe, their minds redlaiii albne^ 
And their own voice affrights thetn when thef 

gFoan* 
MeatiiTv^le thfe Goddefs in difdain beftows 
The maft and acorn, brutal food ! and ftroWa 
The fruits of comely as their fbaft, around; 
Now prone and grov'liag on unlav'ry ground. tSf 

Burjloohus with penfive fteps and flow^ 
Aghaft rituriis ; the meffetiger of woe. 



laugh; bat he drew upon himfelf the indignation of all the 
learned world : he was known by the name of the vile Thracian 
ilave, and lived in great want and poverty ; and pofterity profer 
Ctttes his memory with the fame animofity. The nan was really 
very leamed> a^ Dionyfius Haiicamaflus informs us : his morah 
Were never reproached, and yet, ils Vitruvius relates, he was cm* 
^fied by Ptolemy, or as others write, ftoned to death, or burnt 
alive at Smyrna ; fo that his only crime was his defionadon of 
Homer : a tragical inftance of the great value which was fet upon 
his poetry by antiquity, and of the danger of attacking a cele* 
biiated author with malice and envy. ?• 

This gknionfly happy phrafe is borrowed firom PanuUfe Loft« 
lii. 44- 

Or flocks, or herds, or kanan face divine. 
> Ver. 28 1»] An admirable thought of the traiiiktor only, trans-^ 
ftrred from more thaik one pafiage, if my memory fails me nolj 
of Ovid's Metamdrphofes. 

Ver. *82.3 Thus, mor^ faithfully : 

Tbert to'tbe wretches, as they nueep, Jbe throws 
The mail and acom^ — . 
• Ver. 285.3 Thus his original : 
^ ' The feafis of fwine /wv-grov'ling on the ground. 

Ver. 286.] He has alfo in a former place called to our remem- 
brance the conclufion of ParadUe Loft : 

T1^7j Jbfuid ia hand^ with waad'dng ft^s arndfUm^^ 
' I>4 
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And bitter fate* ^Tofpeak hcf inSde effay, - 
fa.yam tSzyidy nor would his tongiBS obe^^ 
His fwelling heart deny'd theujyords their way : 
But Ipeakin'g tears the want of worda fopply, 29^ 
J^dthsil^ G(^us from bis-^e. ,<^ 

Af&ighted^::anxious for our fellows fatcS," * '-^ 
yV^ pirefe to hear what fifdly he rflateSp 

Wc? went^ Ulyflea 1 .(Jfiie^ was thy command) 

Thro* th? knie thicket,- and the defert land. zdA, 

t ' ' "" ' tf I.. 

Ver. 288.] Thefefive verfcs arc bcautifiilly amplified frPQit. 
the following lines of his ajBtiKur ^ . - • 

Eager t« fpeak, no utterance could he find> 
Such anguifti pierfl: his heart ! Tears fiird his eyes, 
^ . Sure fign of forrow to my boding foul ! 
* ycr. ig^ &c.\^e nvent^ U^s/ {/uch tvas thy commaHd,))^, 
We have here a very lively pi^iire of a perfbn in a great frifi;h't« 
which was admired, obferves Eullathius, by the ancients. There 
S^ft^t t)illy«remafrkable hartribnyin' tfte flowing of the poetry, 
Btft*^ very niannei' 6f^fpealfelng rdpitfeitts the- diforder of the* 
f]^^eH%^U'Mt^o great an ei^tick tb Intrbducii^ his fpeecK by 
any prefece, he breaks at once into it, without preparation, a9 If 
he could not focHi enoiigh deliveF Jii9< thfrtnghtt* ' ladngkitts quotes 
thefe lines as an infianc^ of the goeat judgiheiit of Homer : there 
is nothing, fay^lJuU^kitttiok^iirhidH giiKS.iDore iHe^to a diicourfe, 
than the t^kipg aWay^ioonaipfiiQfts and coajuof^o^^ii^hen the 
4i&;jpttirf? is not .,ti0inid' fOg^ther and< eiabarn^dt^at walks and^ 
Aides along of itfel&fiai|L^iil w^nt very Utde oftentiiAdit^f going 
fafter evii^^dkoft thr^thOttg|it jof the ofator:. thus in Xinoph9n, 
Joining their bufk^f^S^tVffji' ^niebfieki'thef f^ght^ they fltw, tbej^ 
^^^^ir^rrvf :iiic>&mlP Afcuir«xis th«^:0f B^bbhus/ - 

We went, Ulyifes — fuch was thy comnslmd • 

Acqeia w«f fbisg^ t^* jiar/mts accefi'deny 'd? ' 
Radiant ft* csaiir -aU^ the fortals^opeif^il wide, &c. 
I only wait4)ehkid'-^ of^attithe^tr^'t- - 
titk^ waited/long ^-^ and cy*d Hkt^Aooniisx iiain : jU^' " T 



irow^9(it^/^^^<4l»^ witUihades aroundi, 

Thefc pcnods thus cut off, and yet pronounced with prccipitar 
t)on, iMPfigMd6rB^ef^i<>i«^^ iAkk^at't^fame tiineiiiidc^ 
yet forces ^^p.^5^,,,, j,t* Km -o^j: .^ .1.,: ■- . '.-A- 
Many fuch fudden traniitions are to \>c found in Virc^ll, of eqiMi& 
beauty with t!ieyf^«oflifet:'*^^>' -'' < ' '» ^ : ' - v ' ^, 

^ferc tj>/5 P^^pieiys thj5.^a?nf^ o^ the Jpe^lf^, who is in^igx 
much hafte to Ypeak, that his thoughts run to the end of the 
fentence almoft ^fore his m^ftieTCStt^'begin it. Ti^is . Aciiaeniff ; 
i(^S^ iA-^ -flight ffom the Cyclops, 

" Per fldem teftor, * 

" Per fuperos, atque hoc coeli fpirabile lUmen, 
^*'*TolUteme;'Teucri.'* 

l^^re the Poet makes i^o cbnj^edlion with the preceding difcoi^^ 
b^t leaves but the inguit, to exprefs the precipitation and terproujR 
df Achsniemdes. 

,$ut our countrymajg^Sp^fei: h^ equalled, if not furp^fled thefc 
great poetf^4^j^; antiquity,, in dpainting a figure of Terrour ^n thi^ 
i^nth.OjiptQiOf ,fAe F^jjy Q^^ei^ wher^ Sir T.rpviiaa flks frofi}, 
^i?c%^ri..h-. .vi ... •- : '•-•:.•• ,r.. 

cj'- u < r lie^^ignfwer'd^npught at all : but adding new' :. > -;1 

^. <. Fear to hi^^rftfMnazement, flaring wide c.r 
^ M , Withiitony eyes, and heandeis hollow .hde^ 'i ci 

T .: . AflQMiai5di4ood, as oae that had jefpy'd ^ ; .<uit 

i^.::, . ^! Jafenoai FliiieA>.with. their. Cham ubliy?d; > , .ti^ 

^:-iicgtiiim.^etAgain,'kQd.yetagaiAbeipake / ..,:;t 

, -^x.f^ iT5ie gentle knight; who joougbl; to him repfy'd; Hiii 
But treipbling ev'ry joint. did inly quake, ^^.•r V 

AndJUt^rjttg tongue :at:laft^Mth^ words feem-d fioirth^tOi 
-. ■■ flmker.'r.. <nj .•>.• ;•. .u^-•• 
For God!s dear by^KStfrKnighl, di» menot flay«.. . 
ForJtp l^he cofto^.^ rceo^V fail after xBud^ ■- 
Eft looking baatbi would /aio ha.vie,nm.away^ w, > ' 
The d^ripupn ifeifi -the ifgu?e'fbUf i}efore oi^ ey6S,'Jie ^>eaka 
ihort, and in bai%A(Uu^;;ik||^riq^ 



i 
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A voice celeflisil cdib'd fitrtn Hie dotn*. 
Or liTtliph, df ^oddef'^, tbti!rtiit^ t5 the iodhii j<S 
Accefs we fought^ jmt wift>Mce& deny'd : 
Radiant flie czatte; the portals opened wide: '- 
Tht Goddols mild invites the gudb to (by : 
They blhidly follow where (he leads the Way. ■ ' 
I only wait behind, of all the train ; 305 

i waited lotlg^ and ey*d the doors in vain t 
The reft arc vanifhM, none repafs'd the gitft } 
Aaad tiot a Ibaa appears to tell their fate« 



reprefent the agony of his Xhongbttj^^and when he is a little more 
confinned and emboldened, he proceeds, 

' And am I now in £ifety fure, qnothhe> 

^romhim who ^oald have forced me- to die ^ •* 

And is the pcnnt of death now tam'd from ihtf ^ 

When I mf^il thUi haplefs hiftory^ ^ 

ift tet Be breaks 01ft lAtd inte)^ogatibils> which, ds LdkiginilM 

ofilerv^/glves great motidh, ftreiigth, -^fid aAibii t6 difcotirffi'; 

If the Poet had proceeded fimply, the expreilion had not htdi 

icpxai'io Ac dt&lfidn; bat 1^ thtfe fiiort qckeftioiisi ke gives 

firengdi to it, artd'lheWs the diforder of thfe fp^aker$ by thi 

(udden fUrts kftd Vt&befitiefhce of die ^ribds.: The Wh6le Canto 

of Defpair is a piece of hdmitaUe ^poetty ; the pifiore of Sir Trr- 

vifim has a generkl 'refemblaitci^ to this of Enrylodnifs, ithd feem^ 

to have bttn copied after it; as wili appear vtp6tt c6m0Uif6n(. P. 

Ver. 303J So Chapman: c » ^ . ^J 

f H^r &ire intitei|Ae0t lii^fte : ,iK>r wmJLd.they ^^« , 
(Fboles that they w;ere) when fhe oncQ ffiifh tu/tf. 

Ven 3d6.] T%i^ filkly imfttoxcd from O^y : ,^ 
But ftraight they ran)ih'd» $Ai appeared ilo' more,^ v • 
Though long IJ^y'd exjN^iQi^ 

Add n6t a Ihatt ^W/«^<tldttlie^ ^ l .«.n .Luiifib 
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I heard, and inftant o^^r my (houlder^ fixing 
The belt in which imy weighty fkkhion hung } ^t^ 
(A beamy blade) then feiz'd the bended bow^ ^ 
And bade him guide the way, refolvM to go» 
He, proftrate fSdling, with both liands emtortcM 
My knees, and weeping thus his fuit^dfcfs'd. 

O king belov'd of Jove ! thy Servant ^^fr, ^t^ 
And ah, thyfelf the raih,at;tempt forbear ! 
Never, alas ! thou never fhalt return. 
Or fee the wretched jfor whc^ io6 we moumia \ 
With what remains from certain r^in fly. 
And lave the few not iated yet to die, j#o 



Ver. 313. JFtth hnb hmnds tmbraed My knat — ^], ^\it dMh 
lader of Eurylodms^ who. had miutkd Clincne di0t fiAer of 
Ulyfles, is the chara^r of a brave maB^ who-being witAcfs td tkb 
dreadful fate of his companions i# difijent of hiinfidi^'ttid judges 
that the only way to conquer, tbe danger is to fly from it.. 'Xp 
fear upon fach an occafion> observes Decler^ is not cowftrdi^j, l«pt 
wifdcMA. But what is more remarkable ia tbis deicri{>ttonji i9. tbf 
art of Homer in inierting th^ character of a-bntve man juMkr ftii 
great a conftemation, to fet.off the chara^Uar of Ul^tfles^ . who 
knows how at once to be bold and wife i. for the more ternfab 
anddefperate the adventure is reprefentod by Eurylochoi^ tliB^ 
greater appears die intrepidi^ of Ulyfles, who trailing to hif 
own wifdam, and the affiiknce of the- Gods» has the c^orage tp 
attempt it. What adds to the merit of the action is, that he iui4er- 
takes it folely for his companions, as fior^ce defcribes him : 
** Dnm fibi> dum fociis reditum pafat, aipera multa 
<' Pertulit, adverfis rerum immeriabiiis undis/' P. 

Dreadful rhymes, not to be endured I Thus \ 

Tbem^ with both hands, \i^ cUfelf clinging preA— 
Ver. 3 15^] Our Poet has adopted here die degrading langnajfe 
of moiem fervility, unknown to the magnanimity of C^€9G% aiiC 
imauthorifed of courfe by hison^nal* 
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^eie^/^afl^ahd IcateryaiiMl deiertthy ti^^ui W 
Alone, unfriended will I tempt my^wayg 
The laws of JFiite compel^ ahdl obey.- ^':^^ A 
'^uThisfaidy ^d icomful turning fiMxn a ^th]e 

. / *'Aore' '■ '^' ,.,(;..■: -..:v,;.rj.^. 

^y haughty ftep, I ftalk'd dievdlcyjoffeUi-ji ^7 

?<?• ■ ,■ •• ' '■■•- ■■■■■ '^ ^-'^''ii 'v^ litA 

Vcr. 321. — •— Inglorious then remai ft, '• ^ - -% 

'^'^\ Here'fiaft midloiter'——'] "' *' ''^''^ 

This txp^pffioo is ufed &rcaftiqdly by Ulyflfis^.tnii.m jdenlkmjjp^ 
lis fears. Daci.er remarks^ |hat yiy^es iiaving pot ^ep jvfji^tis 
letated by E«ryloch«s, believes liis relufSI to retani> proceeds 
from his Aifitheartcikieft J Mil inflancf^ tiddl ihe^ that weilfi^- 
queititly ^fon|i wipng judgpervts of . mi^s^ a6iion$^ wl^en we aM 
ignorai^ 'of die motives of them. T confcfi *! am of opmion, 

^^t thert ^ 19 ft>ma degDeei of/ caoivi^dke in tile /clufafdlfer. of JSorj^^ 
lochvs: ft man truly bn^ye wodd npjt: exprefs fiifh confufion and 
tirit^lin iihf eiiremfty ; ^A^' is nof 'l6 'bc^ infpiiitia eith^^ fy 
UlyfTes^ ornkr^oUmtdpiof hisiotbdr^itifi^ioiiii asippeas^ci'dm 
the Itqael, infomuch that Ulyfles threatens to kill him for a 
coward ; this prevails ovSiTGs nrft" fears, and he fubmits to meet 
a future daAgfn;- ftlfiMfi fo^ jy^ ^n^ ^Uigtrtifrjpp^cftit. What 
inakes this oMer!ira^0||<«9or4.jMft i'r.-tiuy .ir^'jM^eiP <{^e a brave 

^tim drawij|b)f[*Jow»i.«ff:yjrgil,7W S¥^ ^nt co^o^MiSr; but^hey 
•lway*h4ifto^eif « pr^foj^ 

Our tninfbtor ik^^M'€OtntenaM«ai'^^ither'b^f'^hir iluthor or his 
predeceflbrs in g^ingvtte to^^f inMt-irld^^ft verity to -this 

^4^>eeoh&r{iriliail^tc;i!hiipfluEh'9^rsifiOR£ -O {r^\i ">^ 

lanfwerdhim: Eurylochus ! ftay thou vc'.-O 

And ke[i^^Ae^ftip^«tft^ir'<^Wa!nd^afirtl^ 
Will tfndttiikk^^h*^^i>ihttiJ^: Hhcrfe tt^tab^^ 

^(11 vj '-*i gr^irt^Nedcffitfer^tefd lawt?*/' * -^ ^^^ ^'^ 

Ver. p5j Or ™»jj/PJWyj^5f .^ft?^ wrong complexion of the 
paflage lately cenfurcd.y^^U^ fucce^d;- 



'XiHiUQW approachimg nigh tht tn^iak tn^^r, 
Wheijfeidwelt thVcnchantrefs; lkilF4 ia- ^hipi:b(5^5^ 

A form diviiie fotth iiSi'4rfrornrtHe wood,. ^d'C, 
^Jmittwftal llearnj^ tvitkthe golde?; rj*l);:i £ jjo 
-^ human femblance. On his bloomy, jfece 
Youth fmiFdlceieflial, .with ^eaoh :pp'mngMgr^ 
Hefciz'd my haiid^^^and gracious thus began. 
Ah whither roam'ft thou ? much-enduring man! 
O blind to fate ! what ledj^ role''^335 

^The fedrrid-maices ^f thb madick groVfrPox^ ^i * r 
Jgich fiiehd you feek iii %a* "mdf^^^ ^^' 

A1146ft their form^ and habiea^ts^iornifti&sjfi mo^\ 
^Thmk^ft thou by i?i^;it to^ lii^dfel'^W^ 
godner ihalt thou^ st iftranger^tQ :>tb^<fliap69rft ^^ 

rnThen take the anttdotcl the GodepJ^ettOwi .i^J^tiU 

^ ':';i .i>.< ."v n; '^r^^).^-) 1■1? eaiV^i'J ?j;;-i j d^um6\iv .Uup&l »ilt 
••» iM' «•: t .f. ,-• -r •;nr -, ;i')\ fhfluJ^T'f .*» iiiivn-j :^irfjt ( bti(wo> 

>^xii Atad7tte«)*"«icfttodV^ijrfj^qftfotg^ 
^:^^'Veiri 329.] * Tfe Torib^i^ylbbfShil^m >^11f+cfl<««t^ ilfidle 
^imends foi»'thlsf<«dpi*ti^'lflft 
^t :. r . A/form^ dirfiH^/7j^«4i^,tliftf^©¥0:^i5^4!i tvjiBllnBii luO 

^^i*- 355O ^i* thas^oranore'.'fiutl^fiill^p^wijbhli/d^ 
Ogilby : i,ofi? /cD • ^.ijfi-x>lYiu:^ : !n/ft b^nwlne I 

V UnhapRjr,,^es^«^^w^wfc^ bnA. 

Vcr. 341. /"^/Z /r^^i, b^jhs?#t^B§3^JW%^^ rfiuc to the 
tranflator only. So Milton in his Com us, yerfe cv 

And downward fell into a groveling fwine. ' * 2*** 



4$ HOMER'S ODYSSEY. book x. 

The plant J give thro* all the direful bow V 
Shall guard thee, and avert the evil hour. 
Now hear her wicked arts. Before thy eyes 345 
The bowl (hall fparkle, and the banquet rife ; 
T^ke this, nor from the faitMefi f&A abftain, 
For temperM drugs and poifons (hall be vain. 
Soon as (he ftrikes her wand, and gives the 

word, 
Praw forth and brandi(h thy refulgent fword, 350 
j^oid menace death : thofe menaces (hall move 
tier alter'd mind to blandi(hmejat and love. 
Nor (hun the blefjing proffer'd to thy arnjs, 
Aicend her bed, and tafte celeftial charms : 
So (hall thy tedious toils a refpite find, 355 

Aod thy loft friends return to human kind. 
But fwear her firft by thofe dread oatha thtt 

tie 
The pow'rs below, the bleffed in the flcy ; 
Left to thee naked fecret fraud be meant. 
Or magick bind thee, cold and impotent. 360 



Mr. Nevile has hapi»ly exhibited tlus beauty in hi« excelleiil 
i^gutation o£ Uorace> epift. L 2. .33. 

Some fewy ambitious to be Circe's guefts^ ' 

Swill'd the full calice^ and /ell down to bea/ts. 

Vcr. 342.] This open vowel ihould be avoided : 
Then take /i&^ antidote the Gods beftow. 

Ver.348.] Or, more fkithftUy : 

fi^r/ i/rzri> ihaU «Mir W temper'd/0//tf« vadn.^ 



Where o?i th' all-^heariiig eartJx wunark'du gr»w^ 



Wb^( 9n tb* ^f-i^aripg earth unmark*4 St £rewt &Q^1 
This whole paflage is to be underllood allegoricaUy. Mercaiy u 
Reafon, he being the God of -^^gncf : the |>lant whifch he gives 
as a prerervative againft incantation is inflrudion ; the root of it 
j[$ hiifkf the flp«{er white aad fwcet; die foot denQtes that xk9 
feond^tfon or principles of inftrodioa appear obfcure and bitter, 
and 9^ di^iaft^iQl dt firft« a^ordiog to that iaying pf PlatOj,. f2r 
biginnings of if^ru&ion ar$ ahoqjjjs accompanied *witb rtluSance au4 
pain. The flower of Moly is white and fweet ; this dei^otes that 
th^ fndts of inftrudion are fweet^ agr^eablcji and nouiiflui^|^ 
Mercury gives this plant i this intimates, that all inftmdHon » 
the gift-of heaven t Mercury brings it not with him, bat gatheft 
it from the place where he ibuids, to ihew tha^Wifdom-ts Bia( 
confined to places, but that ev^ry where it may be found, if 
heaven voachfafes to difcover it> and we ^re difpofed to receivi^ 
aji^d follow it. Thus Ifocratet uaderftands the silkgory of Moly ) 
he adds, n^x^ar «W ft^w a^;^ to ^ WXt^ &9^ Km^^ «ftU 

The ro^^«$: Mply U b^tt^ri b^ the ftow^ of it whitp J^jnilfc^ |^ 
denote thcf excellency of inilruflion, as well as the pleasure and 
Etility of-itin the end. He further illuftrates the allegory/'by 
<9^fling K.<^prt>( Tiig vnthioi, ti t^pkii ydXaKiiijukti^g i>jJi y>^^wtifi|> i^l^ 
Tiiat is, ** the fruits of inffarudion are not only white as milk» 
" but fweet, though lhe )i jfp wM ti j J T f JM ■ ( bitter lOOt.'- Euftathius. 

MiDdmu; l^rios alfa gives this i3x>ry an allegorical fenfe, 
tDtflert/^cvi. Avr©^ mw^^» 'Ohtraia vx' ^^9 ^^ moMeu^ ^^o^ 
«mli;^wfAiMi' apiln au^n ; t5t© avrS rh hi. KipittK M«M>, ^rfiW- "wWir 
^aXarlfi xfi^tfjivov ; ths^is, ". Doft thou w>t Qbferve UljcFes, how 
" by oppofittg virtue ^o adveyfity he preferviis his; lif^f. This is 
*« the Moly that proted? him froin Circe, this is the fcgirf that 
'* delivers him from tjie ftorm, from Polypheme, from'liclU" &Q. 
Seealfo Differt. xix. * , \ 

It is pretended that Moly is an J^ptian plant, apd that it 
was really made ufe ofas. a prie{ervat\\FP,9i^i9li^ J^nphiintm^ 



4« MOMEK's ODifSSEY. bookx. 

And (hewM its nature and its wond^rous paw V : 
Black was the root, but milky- v/hite the flow'r ; 
Moly the name, to mortals hard to find, 36$ 
But all is eafy to th* aetherial kind. 
This Hermes gave, then gliding off the glade 
Shot to Olympus from the woodland fhade. 



bnt I believe the Moly of Mercury^ and the Nepenthe of fieletty 
lire of the fame produdion, and grow only in poetidal ground. 
Ovid has tranflated this paflage in his Metamorphofis, lib. xiv. 

'< Pacifer huic dederat florem Cylleoius album ; 

** Moly vocant Superi, nigra radice tenetur^ &c/* 
There is a remarkable fweetnefs in the verfe which defcribes the 
appearance of Mercury in the fhape of a young man ; 

— — On his bloomy face 
Youth finil'd celeftial 

Vifgil was fenfible of the beauty of k, and imitated it j 

" Ora puer primi fignans intonfa juvcnta." 
Bat in the opinion of Macrobius^ he falls fhort of Homer, lib. V. 
Satom. 13. Fratermijfd graiid incipientis fuhirtatis t5 v^ ;(ap»fr«'ni»' 
mnus gratam fecit latinam defcriptitmemn Pr 

Ver. 363.] So Chapman : 

— — — -—-— — but Qoi^pwun 

Can all things do. Tis Uacke, but bearet zJUmm 
As white as milke : 
who is followed by Ogilby : 

Ver. 367.] Thus his author: 

To high Olympot thro* the woody iile 
. Departed Hermes : 

ppt Chapman renders : 

— — — — And thns flew Mercorie 
Up to imncttfe Otyaipvs, lUdtaghy 
Thefylvi "' 



The lohr^d^^'QkMi3^\^ ^^^^^ 



Vcr. 371J SoClK^man: ._ _ . ,- .. -* .-f 

-*'-^.-? — At ^r »rtrtr^>i/ . ^ tiiV 

! Attdroi^: iiir bem; a^dJto brj^t door^s diJ^iJ^ 

Wffr.^^J^. I t^p, IfiUf juaflii iff cttnfidtnt in hta^^n.\ It pi^f ^^ 
be a&ed'if Ul)n^ ^i^P^ as culpable as his compaiiions^ in 9^1^%. j^n 
ing'^^'^ilibifr "J/Wife I&f the d^ ? and horn is th& a!l<^,^ 

gorjft-ealrried-oay wbea UlyiTes y^^^ folicitation of Circe^' 

tbftC it pleafbre, and indulges, not refifts hi* appetites ? Tie moril' 
of tbe &ble is, that aU p >c tfu > ei i ml wilawi^lrbttt^be^xeef^ of 
it; ^trmefOt^ii^^fSii'^tiA}^^ 

not talle till he b fortified a gainfl it j whereas liis cbixipanlons 
yielded Without any care or circumfpeflionsi they ^4^ged their , gr 

* af^tUea only, UlyiTes takes merely oat of a defue to deliver hU 
aJTociates: he makes himfelf matter oF Circe, or ^leafure, and'ti 
not in the power of it,~'and enjoys it'iipofrfifs own terms^^ they 
me ilaves to it, and out of a capacity ever ttrfe^Mnthtfr Jmdom^v 
but by the affiftarice of Uljrffes. The general moral^dfFthelvhore ^^ 

, &ble of Circe U, that JiteSifufe is at dfewdffri arrtnicmy lo d«nger, 
iM4-Ciioe'E«^hMi^to b«4ap^^^^«f!anP^^'#wn4ri' >i sU F, 



Hence to thy fellows ! (dreadful fhe begap) 
Go, be a beaft ! — ^I heard^ and yet was natan^ ' 
Then fuddeu whirling, like a waving fiainei^ 
My beamy falchion, I aflault the dame. ^. 

Struck with unufual fear, (he trembling cries, 38 j 
She faints, (he falls ; (he lifts her weeping eyes, 
What art thou? fay! from whence, frpn% 

whom you came? .^ 

O more than human ! tell thy race, thy name«,;. 
Amazing (brcngth^ thefe poifons to (uftain I 
Not mortal thou, nor mortal is thy brain. j9j> 
Or art thou he? the man (;o conie, (foretold 
JBy Hermes powerful with the wand .of gold) 
The man from Troy, who wanderM Ocean round ; 
The man for Wifdom's various arts renownM, 
UlyfTes? oh! thy threat'ning fury ceafe, 395 
Sheath thy bright fword^ slnd join our hands iiv 

peace ; 
Let mutual joys our mutual truii combine^ 
And love, and love-bom confidence be' thittCt 



Vet. 3S1.] t like the fifiiple words of his ^lithor better t *. 
Go, Uthtfiyl 

Ver. 3S7«] This Oouplet wants po1ifh> asd riiymes that htft^ 
sot occurred fo lately. 

Yen 391.] So Chapman^ 

Deepe-fonl*d Ulyffei » who, 1 oft was toU, 

By that flic God, that beares the rod of goUr^ v 

Ve>. 397O Such 4 icolUam ti fiailar ihymeBSsiatolciaU!^ 
'Thus? :. 



Bboitx. HOMER'S ObYSSlEt. jr 

And how, dread Circe ! (furious I rejoin) - 
Can love, and love-born confidence be mine ! 40a 
Beneath thy charms when my companions groan^ 
Transformed to beafts, with accents not their own. 
O thou of fraiidful heart ! (hall I be led 
To fliai-e thy feaft-rites, or afcend thy bed ; 
That, all unaf m'd, thy vengeance ittay have Vent, 
And magick bind me, cold and impotent ? 406 
Celeftial as thou iirt, yet ftahd dcnyM j 
Or fwear that oath by Which the Gods ire tyM, 
Swear, in thy foul no latent frduds remain^ 
Swear, by the vow which never Cin be vain. 410 

The Goddefs fworc ^ dien feizM niy hand, and 
led ' 

To the fweet tranlpoits of the genial bed* 



Let nfhnrous Joys oor confidence in^tkff. 

And mutual truft arifi fHm mutual love. 

Mmthow^ dread Circe 1 n^ mfgkfiftg fiJ 

Can mutual love and confidence ccMroulf 

ifaid: beneath thy charms 917 cHuradts groan* 
Vitr.j^i. ^ »^ Shall I Seied 

T0 Jhariiiy feafi-ritth] 
Ettibithins oMbrves, that we have heire the pidure of a man truly 
wift, who when Pleafure courts him to indulge his appetites, not 
only knows Jiow to abfiaiii, but fufpeds it to be a bait to draw 
him into fome inconvenienceis : a man ihould never think liimfelf 
in iecunty in the houfe of a Circe. It may be addedj that thefe 
appiehenfions of Ulyflb are not without a foundation;, from thi^ 
intercourfe with that Goddefs, Telegonus iprung, * who acci^ 
dentally flew Us ftther UlyOed, ; . P. 

Ver.4fH..3 Oirrithcr, : ^ . . 

To itimkiiiY tHM&, and family thy^kii^ 



ftfipifttajit tq at^ qwefQ, witb ^y py§ 

Or the %i^ oppgtig of t^e %i5?dl ftoo^. 
One p;^r t^ii9 ccsuciig& paiet?4 <;arppt&. thjewk : 

The filve^ fls^iJ^.:vti^.gc4^rj fl§qfg|p,gi;a5*4: 4%^ 
Fair ift ^? p#ft, >yji^ gi^^ ^Vfi^^arfljiij^ : 

.tfhat. itt the ttiiio^ q'gr. tji^ ipw^pd pjle^ 

^e.MatetppBTs; %^^bM^g YC%te)ibj«l.: 



^cr. Aiju &m^/Mtiful.iagMimdt, (if cA This ki 
. Of «?e&i^4^5fe m^ 



Vcr. 

lion 4 

judicious ; Ulyfles is in ^fQjfSSlki^ti^^P* ^^^ ^ P<>^ dweUs 
upon it, and (hews how every circnmmince contributes to promote 
and advance it. ** Tkf attendants^ are all *nym^hf, and the bath 
and perfumes uflier m'^ (aft'^itod^ winea. Vkt.fbiaX:. verfes that 
ibUow, are om&te^ by S^ier^ andthey^are marked in Euibthius 
as fuperfluous ; they are to be'iSbandin otherparta of* the OdyiTey ; 
but thatr hcogStb^ wpu^L be no' ar^g^entviy.thexlhonld not 
ftandhere, (fuch repetitions l)^g. &^qR^tJn.Haf^qp,ifthey 
had a iue propriety, but^ Afiy ^^fmf^ ^ mtfilogy. We fee 

^%>uld xiax cre!B]jflpjjge^bc^5B^tg<J,^> I^-^ST. VI <mmi» . tfev© 
will no cha%^qjr i^co}^i^m^^Bm» ^4lt^SfvtkPf^^ 
frere.np.tqrigi^^X,i^^e^.l|^^^ p. 

ViBr.4i5.X Thr%o>T}pu^i:hyinc9ai:eLfpa]Kl^4lfe..ii^Ch^ 
9fii Ogilby ; for our Poet difikiaedno »^i^^ HthVi hif^irffh 

Ver.4i6L] Or, accn^tely to his oi^iaaf: 
Or the fair race oi fia'dejuii^g fl^fodt. 

Ver. 423.] Or thus ? ^ avoid thefis findtf^rfaymap \ 
ThHlii|t^U!i9ft4p!«Ltl^iUffBli|^^^ ' 
The water poun: t%l||bbliag JlNemi^t^. 



taoKib HOMER'S ODYSSEY. $$ 

An ample vafe receives the finokin^ ^xrt ; ^aj 
Audi ia iht btath prepar*d^ ndy Htiiibs I hc^et 
Reyiving fweets rqp£r die mind's decky^ 
And take the painftd (enfe of toil awaf . 
A veft and timick 6*er me next fhc thre^^ 
Frefltfrchn^eba^^ddrc^Fim^bklmydeWi 4id 
Then led and plac'd rai oh the fiVVei]^ ttitf 
WithcaipStsfyresA; a fobtffool a« ftfy feet. 
The pMed ew*r sf fi^ph ebi^qiliiou's brih|s;' 
Repleniflfd from the Cdol tntofltieent fpring$ t 
With CT^ous virater thie fe?i^t Vajfe fupplies 4jy 
A filver laver of capacious fize. 
I waihU The ttblfe in fdfr bfdfer Ipfeaa, 
TKfef Kes^ the glittering fcanift6^ with biieacf ; 
Viands, of v»io\K kiftds alluW thfe tiflfe. 
Of choiceft fcrt aiid' fivdbf, rich tepaA I «* 
eircc in vain idyites' tlWr fedl to'ftkni j 
Abfent I ponder, and abferptin care : 
While icenes of woe roie anxious in ifty brea^ 
The queen beheld me, and thefe words' addfeif. 



Ver. 4z6.} Tiiefe lines an languid : bat who'fliall'mend thUh? 

, Then in-tli^teniiMt'drfanli'mylittlis I'lkVe. 
O'er my i)>eni UMtt i«fltflUfi{^^t<iiA'rt>Il> 
■ And {pread their genial influence to thi fin^l; 

Vfep.44r.J' Wtlfel,^ttfi«6ife' <^iiM?6y 



54 UOMER's ODYSSEY. bookx. 

Why fits Ulyffes filent and apart, 445 

Sonjeh(*fid of grief clofe-harbour'd at his hearti 
Untoucl>'d bcfof e thee {land the cates divine^ 
And unregarded laughs the rofy wine 
Can yet a doubt, or any dread remain, . 
Wh®n fv^orn that oath which n^ver can be vain ! 

lartfwerM/Goddefs! Humane is thy breaft, 451 
By jufticje fwayM, by tender pity preft : 
111 fits it me, lyhpfe friends are fiink to beafts. 
To quaff thy bowls, or riot in thy feafts. 
Me wouM'ft thou pleafc ? fpr them thy care$ 
employ, 455 

And them to me reftore, and me to joy. 

With that, fhe parted : in her potent bapd 
She bore th^ virtue of the magick wand, 
^yijen haft'pipig tcf th^ fties fet wide the door, 
Urg'd forth, ai;d ^rove the briftly herd before; 460 



Vcr. 446.] To pi:efer^ the metafk&r of his original, ^ may 
tht^s corrf £b : 

The tooth of forrpw gi^aws hi^ fecret heart ; 
Of, 

The tooth of yi^ot ftill rankling at his heart, 

Ver. 455.] Chapmaii is good» with trivial correffion: 
DifFolxe the charms, that their /bnv V fyrms enchauv. 
And iSijew me here my honpur'd friends agaiiu 

Ver. 458.] We are fiimifhed here with a noble fpecinien of 
that capital poetical embelUihment, the fubftitatio« of a ftu^itp 
for the fhing itfelf ; "bat Qo m^ \m exceeded a fp^imen of Mr. 
G^y» in his Bard : . 

And withamafter'shand, and prophet'i fire. 

Struck the deepy^rrow/^pf 'his lyre. 



loOKX. HOMERS ODYSSEY, ^5 

Unwieldy, out they ru(h*d, with general cry. 

Enormous beafts diflioneft to the eye. 

Now touched by counter-charms, they change 

agen. 
And ftand riiajeftick, aiid recallM to men# 
Thofe hairis of late that briftled ev'ry part, 465 
Fall off; miraculous effed of art ! 
*Till all the form in full proportion rife. 
More young, more large, more graceful to my eyes* 
They faw, they knew me, and with eager pace 
Clung to their mafter i^ a long embrace : 470 
Sad, pleafinjg fight ! with tears each eye ran o'er. 
And fobs of joy re-echoM thro' the bow'r : 



^ Ver. 461.] A poor coaplet^ in my opinion ; totally unneeeflary 
tp the fenfe of his author^ and would be well expunged. Qur 
Poet might enlarge from Chapman* who commeots better on hil 
mginal : 

— .- — They oppoflte ftpod, 

ObfervM their trutifi forme, and look't for food. 
Ver. 468. Jdore youn^t^-^mori graceful U my ijfesJ\ Homer 
excellently carries on his allegory : he intends by this expre ffion 
of the enlargement of the beauty of UlyiTes's companions* to 
teach that men who turn from an evil courfe> into the p^ths of 
virtue* excel eveni themfelve»; having learned the value of virtue 
•from the mifenei they fuffered in purfuit of viqe* they become 
new men, and as it were enjoy a fecond life. Euftatbius, ?• 

Vcn 471,] So in his St. Cecilia ; 
In 3,/aMy'fieafitg ftnhi 
Let the warbling lute complain-r 
on whic^ intermixture of diifimilar ideas* of fuch beautiful «ffeA 
and fo conformable to nature* the reader fo difpofed may fee more in 
my commentary on St. Matthew* c. xxviij. v. 8. my Lucretius* iii* 
|3* and jn JDJ notci Qn the Hercules fiircns of jnripides, verfe 744* 
' E4 



4$ HOMER'S ODYSSEY, bookx. 

The plant I give thro' all the direfiil bowV 
Shall guard thee, and avert the evil hour. 
Now hear her wicked arts. Before thy eyes 345 
The bowl fhall Iparklc, and the banquet rife ; 
X^ke this, nor from the faithleis feaft abftaiii, 
For tempered drugs and poifbns fhall be vain. 
Soon as (he ftrikes her wand, and gives the 

word. 
Draw forth and brandifh thy refulgent fword, 350 
j^pd menace death : thole menaces (hall move 
tter alter'd mind to blandifliment ai^d love. 
Nor fhun the blelSng profFer'd to thy arncis, 
Afcend her bed, and tafte celeftial charms : 
So fliall thy tedious toils a refpite find, jy 

Apd thy loft friends return to human kind. 
But fwear her firft by thofe dread oatha tiat 

tie 
The pow'rs below, the blefled in the Iky ; 
Left to thee naked fecret fraud be meant. 
Or magick bind thee, cold and impotent. 360 



Mr. Nevile has happily exhibited thb beauty in hit. excelleiit 
i|gutatioii o£ Horace;, epift« L 2. 33. 

Some few> ambitious to be Circe's gaefts, ^ 

Swill'd th» fail €»lice, and /ell down to beafis. 

Ver. 342.] This open vowel fhould be avoided : 
Then take thiU antidote the Gods beftow. 

Ver. 348.] Or, more fkithfbUy : 

This drug (hall make her temper'd potion vain^ 



inhere o^i th* aU-^hearipg eartix. uiiawit'4 il gr»w^ 



Fir* j6r. rr- tw f5S»>i^V<i;gB|//*jr/^^W* »^ 

This whole paflagc is to be underftood allegorically. Mercaiy is 
Reafon, he being the God of Sciexu;;e: the t>lant whith he gives 
as a preservative againft incantation is inftrudiion ; the root of it 
^ hiifii, thp flpwer white a94 iweeti the foot dciiQ(;es that xklf 
fbond^tlQn or princ^Jes of inibiidioa appear obfcare and Utteiii 
anA ^ 4i4^^1 at firitji according to that iaying pf PlatOj,. f^r 
iiginningf of i^/f fusion art ahvajfi accompanied ijoith rtluBancc atuf 
pain. The flower of Moly is white and fweet ; this demotes that 
the fndts of inilru^Upn are fwect> agr^eableji and noo^ifhiiuji 
Mercury gives this plant ; this intlmat^s^ that all inftradioiib 
the gifrof heaven l Mercury brings it not with him, bat gadidfh 
it from the place where he ftanda, to ihew thatWifdom^is m^ 
tonfined to places^ but that ev»ry where it may be found, if 
heaven voochfafes to difcover it» and we ^re 4ifpo&d to receivib 
a|id follow it. Thus Ifocraiet uaderftands the aUegory of Moly ^ 
he adds/nix^av iImm fi^t a^;?, 79 ^VUhiu^ h^ Ai^it^ JutU 

The ro^^i^t Mply w hittf ri b^ the ftow^ of it whit^ ^w mife 1^ 
denote thcf excellency of inilruddon, as well as the pleauir|: and 
utility ofdtin the end. He further illuflrates the allegory/ W 
failing K.f^p9rtt« T?( «bu%mk> s^ ^P^ y.d?^*^. '^K^if »V^ 7^^?^^ :!^ 
Tiiat is, ^' the fruits of inib:udioi> are not only whi^ as milk» 
'< but fweet, though ihe y Jf i lBg if $ m n . bitter loot.'- Euftathius. 

Mibdmu; l^noi alfa gives this ilory an allegorical fenfe, 
tnOil^Ft/^Xvi. Avroir uX%^9 'Chttro-iet'^X'^^* '^ mf§nlo't»H ^f^o^ 
«m)f;^yvfAfifoy afilij cu^n ; tuto avrZ th hi Kipxvc MivM^* ^ w- ^^ N k 
SoXarlij jtfi5'i|ui»o>; itha^is, ^'.=Doft thoR pot obferve U^es, how 
« by oppofittg virtpe to advetfiQr he preferves hisi lif^f. This is 
** the Moly that prote^3 hini froni Circe, thiV is the fcjirf that 
" delivers hiiri from the ilorm, from Polypheme, from'^cll," &Q. 
Seealfo Diflcrt. jdx. ' ' . 

It is pretended that Mply is an^^^ptian plant, ap^l ^t it 
was really made ufe of 'as* a pr<elarvat\^^{^in|b j^n^ojiiintm^ : 



to MOMfift^i ODYS9ET; tow if. 

But aH at once tn^ mtei^fin^ train 
For mercy plesded^ a6r could plead in Vaiti^ 
l^eave hete (She tarn who dares hb prMiM deifert/ 
IjesM totepciatzace dtid Iiis awti "SxA betfrt^ 
To guai^ tibe ihip« Sedk we the fkcred fhodes ft^ 
Of Gir^^'a pi^e^ Vrhtn Uljfie& lead^. 

lliis with o^ Yoibe decfau-'d, the rifkig driin 
Left the blitek velSfel by the ramm*ivkg tmitiv 
Shame touched EmylodiTis's sHerM bredft; $t^ 
Hei fear'd iay thrbats^ kM feiioftr'a With tUe f e(i 

Meanwhile the Goddefs, with imhilgent cares 
And fecial joys, the krte-trafisformM repairs i 
^The badi^ the feaft^ t&^ir fainting foul rene^ ; 
Rich in refulgent robes, and dropping balmy d6ws: 
Brightening with joy their eager eyesr beht^ 53 j 
Eicli olkefi ^e, ind 6ach his floiy t<M ; 
Ifhen gufhing tears the narrative confound^ 
And Mil ffieir fdBs dte vaulted r66fs retound. 



V«K fi^iy 1ri» rlmAcs of thir aHd dii^ fiiixiieda^ ^let 

llT ib tfy pleafare; let die rebel Aay 
l^gliardthbyefler; we thy will obey, 
liloAiibos duefl nor fear with tbee to cenie. 
Oar honour'^ giude, to Circe's iacred <Iome« 

Yen 55iil]: TUirwbole pdfirgf^ir thndEatai^widi «difiitffe 
Citt md bcftoty:' bhr wftetUer dfe wont nfUrr dbes^norgrvvHhf 
CHpKt DenHV w ' C3B0*]iMBii']iJiiinniB]r wicn tHenexTr JnMrr 



When hufl^U t^ur pa^iv ^us the Gpddefi^ 

i%(res, taught by lat^oursi to l^ wifi^ ^ 9¥> 
Let this {hort.m&PomjL of grisf iuffice. 
To me, asQ koQwa the vadous. woes ye bore- 
In ftorms.l^ ^^ m perils oa the fhore.} 
Fof g^ whsit^ier was. in Fortune's po^it, 
Ap4 ihaw the pleafures o£ this^ genial hour. ^ 
£|)icb b^ yoiic minds as^ e!er ye left your coaA^ 
Or l^urn^d tai^row fac ^^ cmLntnjrloih 
Exiles and.wand'i^rsJioiKr^ where^e'er ye g(^ 

^9 .6aufei]emoV<i^ habitual gnei^ remain, ^50 
And the foul f^^s^by. thcufe of pain« 

Tk'd.with ioogtoiU we :wilJiiiiig.^ink.torcft^ 
'We ply'd the banqu^d: andthe bowl we crownM, 
'^li^ the fuE Qirgk^ of th^ year csune roujid. 55^ 
But when thafe^fop^/ol^^wijc^g^ij^thc^^ 
Brought back, the months, the days^^ and hojjrs 

Ver. 542.] Ogilby is above contempt : 

Nd more, renown'd tJlyffes, now complam ;• 
I know your faflferings on tke boyft^rous main. 
And what by men more rough you felt aftiore : 
Now cat, and drink, and wafted fpirits reftpre. 
Ver. 546.] This couplet is fo excellent, as to make , tlw^ f^ 
ftitution of -one at all comparable, with corredler rhymes^ a yegr 
great di|^<iulty. 

N§r tMtgit to lorrow for jour natinjefiih 



Tq tread dt' unoomfwtable pathi beaectb, 58^ 
Aiid^yidW tile iics(liii& of darkfiefe and of d<ifttti«^ 
llic»0 6ek theTtt<$baaBard^ de^V*dofiigftt; 
Within^ irradiate With profdb^t light; 
To whom iPbdephoncs c«itire and whde,. 
Gave ta Mttiiv th^ unfeparatfcd foul ; |8]4 



nothing; that he ought to Bktfi^ kt i3»iQiai^ b^ 
onderftand th4 h i awMt y^appeartmceiy^HwL W acftaimed with what 
]rcMt«Mili» tk^'taMrdsc/tli^cwchk ana Mng t^K 
iKMH^of iMMi» : • thM he oi^bt ta bum the aatwe'iif tkrtMi^ 
ibIn* ix4«A9r%c aii4tew k ada after it kicyttaiMi fi^ 
t^mUuts . Ft 

• Vt^ti.5is4i Pmdifii Le^ iik 51U 

S^nMwLtWratkirthm^ cflkfialtl%iit! 

Shinariaiwagfc aodiife^wti^thiiiatkatthpyciwtrar 

Mtm^^i Titm^immPrnjIfimi^kcil Uoaot heiTgiiMi^dht 
aiirfim whynTiMfiftr. fhoaU) be ceniidind^ mh«v dnoa aa^^dlhi* 
ghoib- beoattfe 

inm^TtprMbniB^haip explaiiiedv aad'the mtiairo9th»ftiil'aibe^ 
4eilih( whiehprefatliBwl amcmg theraockoics i*feefii>a Glearligin( 
mr£vgUB»i> U4, o£ the scxiiid: boefe ofitfaeHuiiv t»wlikk 
pai&getliderthereadert. BatwheecefaadTkefittr^TpiiviliBgt 
ab#«e^dieMiftof thed^^^ CaUiiiMhtit'alba>e»itfte^liihiMtaB^ 

Ttai]^ iiientibii8;thii pte-emidetice of TiitAas in hk ffitt^Uoktr 
Kvixuttloii. Ptthap$ thewhde fidion nciy:ariRf fiom Ms gftsd 
rq>otation among the antients fbr i nophe cy ^ and iir]icm6ertO'h& 
miMiory: they might imagine tharhis foul afterdtaitl^retamedHdie 
JQmie fdperiority* Ovid* i» his Mfetttootpbofer give*^ u^^ar veiy 
jbcttiar reafgtar fiA* thr bOhdneft* and' prophedd^ldnowfM^ of 
TV^fias, from a matrimonial conteil' b etw e en - Jopiter'and'jtoe. 
flSit0Mstjor« as PtaUfch in hirPditical PreieeptS'^inftrttiH»i ajf 
pKed^'tmS'verK to'Scipi<)]i wheii -hewassttde'XOidiil^'QOiiMf/^ 
tiNr Itojiiiii'flslttttts* ' 
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*rhe reft are forms^ of empty aether made ; 
lmpaffiy6 iembUinCe) aad a flitting (hade. 

Struck at the word, my very heart was dead t 
Penfivcf I fat J my tears bedew'd the bed ; 
To hatfe the light and hfe nay foul beguni $g^ 
And fiiw that all was grief beneath the funi . 



But I oag^ not to fappreft what Diodorus Sicutos relates coii«> 
cerning Tixefias. Bibliota. lib. iv. he tells us^ that he had t 
dku^hter. named Daphne, a prieftefs at Delphi. Ha^' h foal m} 
tejr «oi«}«y *0^)ifpir «v»AX^ r^jr nrSf 0^iIi^i0>af4«Mfy xtj/dSenili r^ir tiimi 
mwtmf. That is, ** From whom it is (aid that the Poet Homer 
" received iftiany (of the Sibyls) verfes, and adorhifd his owA 
*' poetry with them.*' If this bt truc^ there lay a debt of grati- 
tude upon Homer, and he pays it honourably, by this diilinguifh- 
ing charaAer, which he gives io the &ther. An Infbnce of a 
worthy difpofition in the Poet, and it remains at once an honour 
to Tirefias, and a monument of his own gratitudd« 

This defcent of Ulyffes into hell has a very happy cfFeS, it 
^ives Homer an opportunity to embellifh his poetry with an admi« 
rable variety^ and to infert &bles andhiftories that at onee inftiti^ 
and delight. It is psuticularly happy with refped to the Phiea^ 
cians, who could not but highly admire a perfoh whbfe wifdom 
• had not only delivered him from fo many perils on earthy but had 
been permitted by the Gods to fee the regions of the dead, and 
tetum among the living ; thu relation could not fail df pleaiing 
an audience, delighted with ftrange ftories^ and esdraordinary 
adventured. • P4 

More exa£Uy» 

To whOrti itiri Proferphte ^-**. 

V^r. 59t.] Eeclefiailes^ i. 14. '' I have fe^n ail tlie works 
^* that are ddnd under the fun; and behold I all is vanity and 
** vexation of fpirit." 

The tranflation here is inimiubly fiile. The r^der will form a 
better judgment of it's excellence from a plab literal tranflation : 

Voim W. F 
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There fix thy veffel in the lonely bay, 

'And enter there the kingdoms void of day : 

Whiefe Phlegeton's loud torrents rufhing down, 

Hifs in the flaming gulf of Acheron ; 

And where, flow-rolling from the Stygian bed, 

Cocytus' lamentable' waters fpread : 6i r 



fSBSEsaavKsm 

fcs-* — «i*- — * Along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 

Into the bttming lake their baleful flreams : 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 

Sad Acheron,, of forrow, black and deep : 

Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation load 

Heard on the rueful dream : fierce Phlegeton, 

Wbofe waves of torrent-fire inflame with rajc ; 

Far oif from thefe a flow and filent flre^n, 

Lethe, the river 6f oblivion, rolls 

Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks 

Forthwith his former ftate and being forgets. 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure wAd pain. 

KTius alfo agreeably to the idea of hell the offerings to the in- 
fenial powers are all black, the Cimmerians lie in a land of 
daiknefs ; the hei&r which Ulyfles is to offer is barren, like that 
ID Virgil, 

« «^ 1^^ Sterilemque tibi, Proferpina, Vaecam ;" 
to denote that the grave is unfruitful, that it devour^ all things^ 
ttuLt it is a place where aU things are forgotten. P, 

Or thus : 

Soon JJhall tiff: Jbip old Ocean's ior^er gain. 
Where theZnv fhore goes ihel^g to the mahr: 
tor Mtmofi inJidoes not feem an eligible phrafe. 
V«n6o8.] Thus? 

Where roaring Phlegtthoii the region laves > 
Where hifs in Aeheron his flaming waves* 

Ver. 61 1.] Panidife Lofk, ii. 61 1 . 
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Where the dark rock o'erhangs thV infernal kke. 
And mingling ftreams eternal murmurs make. 
Firft draw thy falchion, and on ev^iy fide 
Trench the black earth a cubit long and wide ; 615 
To all the fhades around libations pour^ 
And o'er th' ingredients ftrow the hallow'd flour : 
New wine and milk, with honey tempered, bring, 
And living water from the cryftaj fpring. 
Then the wan Ihades and feeble ghofts implore. 
With promised ofFVings on thy native fliore; 621 
A barren cow, the ftatelieft of the ifle. 
And, heapM with various wealth, a blazing pile : 
Thefe to the reft ; but to the Seer muft bleed 
A fable ram, the pride of all thy breed, Ctj 
Thefe folemn vows and holy offerings paid 
To all the phantom-nations of the dead ; 
Be next thy care the fable Iheep to place 
Full o*er the pit, and hell- ward fur^ their ftoe : 



Cocytus^ nam'd of lamentation loud 
IJcawi on the rueftd ftream ; fierce Phlegethoii, 
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Ver. 616.] So Chapman : 

Then fweete wine, neate; and thirdly, vnXjttpvwre\ 
And lafUy, add^ to thefe the whiteft ftowre: 
which are the rhymes alfo of Hobbes. 

Ver. 626.] We may thiis^ perhaps, remedy the defeft of 
fhyme : 

Thy vows thus paid, and fiUmn offerings Uii^» 

Yctb 6;^8.] So Chapman : 



.ffo .ttOMER^s ODYSSEY, .moojcx. 

3^t from th* iiiFerxial jrite'thifac eye witfaHraw^ ^^o 
Aad hack ta Ocean glance with rev li-end a^c^ . 
Sudden fliall ikim aScsig the dufky ^ades V 
;.Thiri airjr flioak^ and vificfiary fhidca^ 
Then give command the faprifice to h^6, 
Jj^t the flay'd yiiaims in the iflame be :caft, (fis 
^ And fafered vows^ and myfti^k long, apply -d ■ 
To grifly^ Phi tby and his gloomy bride** • 

,Wide o'er thepool^ thy falphion wav'd around 
.Sh?ill drive theipedres from forl^ddcn groaxnd; 
The facred draught fhall all the dead forbear, (40 
:'Till awful from the Ihades arife the Swr^ / ' ' 
Let him, oraculous, the end, the ivay, 7 

vThe turns of all thy &ture fate, : di^l^, ^'r 
Thy]pilgrimage to come, and remnant of thy day^ 
So fpeaking, from the ruddy orient ihone His 
The Morh cdnfpichous on her golden throne* ' 
The Goddefs with a radiant tupiick dreft - i 
My limbs, and o'fr me caft a filken veft, 

~ — — — — offer on the flace 
'A ram and ewe all blacke ; being tum'd in /ace 
To dreadful! Erebus, ^ 

Vcr. 629.] Thus Hobbes : 

' ;— . — i — their heads to beU-njoard place. 
Ver. 634.] The rhymes are not correft. May I venture a 
fiibftitution? . ^ 

I. Then bid thy crew the flanghti^r'd vidlims .flay J 

Then to the hallow'd flames their limbs convey. i 

Ver. 640.] { Vifh a iefs exceptionable rhyme. 

From the black current drive th' enjcro|K:hing ^ead^/ 
'Till the hoar fage upU&s his reverend head. 
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liong flowing robc3j (if pureft whfte^ array ! :* 
ThQ nympji,. that added luftre to the day ; 650 
A tiar wteath.'4 her head with many a fold ; . 
Her waift ^was circled with a zoue of gdd« 
PortI;i ilTuihg then, fnxn place to placed I flew ;; 
Ro\\ie smn hy mant and a^nimate my crew. 6/4 
Rife, rife my mates ! 'tis Circe gives, command; 
Our journey calls us ; hafte, and quit the laodi 
All rife and follow, yet depart not all. 
For Fate decreed one wretched man to fall. 

A y6Uth there was, Elpenor was he namM^ .[ 
Not much for fenfe, nor much for courage fani'd ; 



Ver. 656.] The latter claofe is Hnauthorifed by Homer, and 
. feems to have been fuggefted to our Poet by Chapman's veriion, 
which is worth prefentbg more at large to the reader. 

This the Goddeffc tpld; , ■ [ 

An4 then the Morning in her throne of gold 
Surva^d ^e vaft world ; by whofe orient Tight 
The nymph adorn'd me nvith attires as Bright. 
Ver. 659. J youth there was, Elfenor was he natn^dJ] Homer 
difiniffes not the defcription of this houfe of pleafiire and debknch, 
without fliewing the moral of his fable, which b the illconfe- 
iiaences that attend thofe who indulge themfelves in fenfuality^ 
this is fet forth in the puniihment of Elpenor. . He defcribes hiiM 
as a peribn of no worth, to fhew tfa^t debauchery enervates our 
faculdes, and renders both the mind and body incapable of think- 
ing, or adHng with .greatn^s a^d bravery. Al the ^me time 
thefe circumftantial relations are not without a good ciFedl;.for 
they render the ftory probable, as if it were fpokcn with' the 
veracity of an hiftory, not the liberty of poetiy. 
' ' i wifl ccfncrude this bbok with a paragraph from Plutarch's 
Morals : it is a piece of advice to the fair fex, drawn from the 
flory of Circe and' Ulyi&s, " They who bait their hooks (fays 
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The youngeft of our band, a vulgar foul 66 1 
Born but to banquet, and to drain the bowl. 
He, hot an4 carelefs, on a turret^s height 
With fleep Kpair^d the long debauch of night : 
The fudden tumult fti|"r*d him where he lay, 665 
And down he haftenM, but forgot the way ; 
Ji\ill endlong from the roof the fleeper fell. 
And ihapp'd the Ipinal joint, and wak'd in helL 



V tbis philpfopher) with intoxicate^ drugs may catch fifh witl^ 
«* little troable ; but then they prove dangerous to eat, and un- 
" ]pltBJbn% to tSie taflet : thms women who ufe arts to enfnare theit 
'< admirers, become wives of fools and madmen: they whom the 
^' forcerefs Circe enchanted, were no better than brutes; and 
'< (he ufed them accordingly, enolofmg ^eni with fties ; but flie 
** loved Ulyffes intirely, whofe prudence avoided her intoxicap 
'' tioqs, and made his 9onverfatio|i agreeable. Thofe women 
^ who will not l>elieve that P^phae w^ ever enamoured of a 
" bull, are yet themfelves fo extravagant, as to abandon the 
*' fociety of men of fenfe and temperance, and to betake them- 
«' felves to the embraces of brutal and ftupid fellows." Plut. 
Conjugal Precepts. P. 

Ver. 660.] His original is literally this : 

Not ftrong in war was he, nor firm in mind : 

fo that here alfo our poet feems to have turned his verfion by 

Chapman-s model. 

rrr- — -«■•** He was yongcft man 
Of all my company, and one that ivanntf 
teajt fame for armes, as little for his braine. 

Ver. 6(i%.'\ So Chapman : 

•— — -p- — let loofe his foule to helL 

I have often objeded to the ufe of this odious word, and fliaU 
haaard a fubftitution here : 

Full headlong from the roof the fleeper ira^ie ; . 
$napt the neck'^ine, nor <wah but m the gra^e*. 



aooic X. HOMER'S ODYSSEY. 73 

The reft crowd round me with an eager look; 
I met them with a figh, and thus befpokeL. ' .670 
Already, friends ! ye think your toils are o'er^ V 
Your hopes already touch your native fliore : .^• 
Alas ! far otherwife the uyroph declares^ 
Far other journey firft demands our cares ; 
To tread th' uncomfortable paths beneath, 675 
The dreary realms of darknefeand of death : 
To ieck Tirefias' awful fhade below. 
And thence our fortunes and our fates to know. 

My fad companions heard in deep defpa^ ; 
Frantick they tore their manly growth of hair ; 
To earth they fell ; the tears began to rahi ; 681 
But tears in mortal miferies are vain. 
Sadly they far'd along the fea-beat Ihore ; 
3till heav'd their hearts, and ftill their eyes ran 

o'er. 
The ready vidims at our bark we found, 685 
The fable ewe, and ram, together boimd. 



Ver. 669.] This couplet is expanded from the fubjoined verfe 
of hisaathor: 

To them aifembled in thefe words I fpake. 
Vcr. 680.] I fhould like better: 

JFitif loud lament, they frantic tore their hair. 
Vcr. 68 1.] See the remarks above, at verfe 230 of this book* 
Ver. 683.] What could induce him to foriake his author here? 

Sadly ijue £u:'d along the fea-beat ihore ; 

Still heav'd our hearts, and ftill our eyes ran o'er. 
Ver. 685.] The following is a literal reprefentation of the 
pflagCj to ihcw the luxuriancy of the tranflator: 
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Pbr jfw^ 36 tliolight^ th^ Goddcisrbati been there, 
^aA^d tbehcp Uad/gHded^ .vie^lefS'as'theiair : : £ 
Tb&'j^t^ of Gods wfiat mortal ^an SiiyGyil.,\ 
Wh&^yebllieuriiiotipttf who ftaU trace llieir 



'Mtftowhileltad dree to tjfie VeBtihtfin, 
J^ Ixmnd theiiunaiid4Me ewca. With eife 
Gliding by us, unfeen. . What eye fhaU keR 
A God'tftlWillliig* Acire his path, o^ there? 
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The defcent Into Hell. 

TJltssbs amtinues bis narration^ Hew be arrhfda$ 
tbe fond of tbe Cimmerians^ and wbat ceremmes be 
performed to invoke tbe dead. Tbe manner of bis defcent, 
andtbje apparition of tbe Jbades: bis converfation mtb 
Elpenor, and witb Tirejiasy wbo informs bim in a pro-- 
pbetick manner of bis fortunes to come. He meets bis 
mother .Anticka, from wbom be learns tbe ft ate of bis 
family. He fees tbe ftf odes of tbe antient Heroines, after -^ 
wards of. tbe Heroes, and converfes in particular witb 
Agamemnon and AcbiUes. Ajax keeps at a fuUen dif-^ 
tance, and difdains to anfwer bim. He tben bebolds 
Tityusy Tantalus y SyfipbuSy Hercules: till be is deterred 
fromfurtber curiqfity iy tbe apparition of borridj^e^res, 
^nd tbe cries of tbe wicked in torments. P. 



NOTB FRBLIMINARY« 

THE antients called this bookNucvofuwlfU^ otVtxv'fet, the book 
of Necromancy : becaufe ((ays Enftathias) it contains ait 
interview betwee|^^ly^^^4f^ ^4^^ of.tjipJ^sLd. 

Virgil has WK\)iAf^6Mir^&m ^hittJtL^i^^ 
but imitated many particular incidents : L' Abbe Fragoier in the 
Memoirs of Literature gii^JuaJHdginri\f in &vottr of the Roman 
Poet, and juilly obferves, that the end and defigtt of the journey 
is more important in Virgil than in Homet. , Ulyfles defcends to 
confult Ti^fias, ^neos lik fietheri- ijlfiks lakes a review of the 
fhadps of celeb^ted perfons that preceded his.dmes^ or whon^^lur 
l^brVk^l^^ wko^WeWriekt^^ to'ttttftxhy iX Afe iOdy^l 

ftrofUJui^koiv^ tftJTOP^^C'A^ Italic war^ and how. to condude 
it with-lioflibur; that* is^ to lay *the foundations of the greate^ 
^■^ iR4h^ woi»s i^ <he Foi^ by a very' hAfpy-Odi^^iA^ 
9»Mjpp9rta»iPf lo fi^ 31 iU>bk compliment to U» {totrpn Ac^^nft^^ 
bi the .£neid. there is, a magnificent defcription of the ddc^i^C 
a^ entrance 'into hell ; and th^ difeafes^ cares and ttrrours thil 
JBaeaa'fiMi'iii Idi^ jciiriley/^et^^lup^ 
iiodai^oariitta the regions of death t v^ereas- in Homer xkim^it^ 
npthinig fo noble, we fcarce are aUe to diftover the j^ace where' 
the Pbet'iays' ith fcene, or whether UlyfTei Continues h&Q^ tit 
abiMie ?die.f;roand;\ itAoAjaf x. deiisent into heU; it feeHlft^n^^ 
a^onjii^ing v^, pr^an eyocation of ^e dead fromJbell ^ accQrdin|f 

Si the words br Horace, who ^lindbubtedly had this parage of 
oaxeriA his'^dvghts. Sdfjrim, US. i^ 
4 • * ** .-- i— --^ -— -^ .--i. Scalp«tcnam. 

'* Unguibus,^ pmUam'diYeUeremosdtcusagnam 
** Cceperunt; cruor in foflam confufus, ut inde 
'' Manes e/icerent, animas refponfa daturas." 
But if it be underftood of an evocation only, how ihall we account 
for feveral ^ons and defcriptions in the conclufion of this book? 
Ulyfles fees Tantalus in the waters of hell, and Sifyphus rolling 
a ftone up an infernal mountain ; thefe UlyiTes could not conjure 
np, and confequently muft be fuppofed to have entered at leaft 
the borders of thofe infernal regions. In fhort, Fraguier is of 
opinion, that Virgil profited more by the Frogs of Ariftophanes 
than by Homer : and Mr. Dryden prefers the fixth book of the 
iBneid to the eleventh of the Odyfley, I think with very great 
reafoQ. 



N'O^IS ISItEtrMINART;: 

< I'WU! take khU (f^pomrAsi/i brfefy to immdaii the mgnal noti 
al^^dtt^ ifiaixMi 6t '^ertak inren^ joAgts, te^ fpokm of bf > 
HofiM*; '^ftd' repeftiied ^ rei^arged l)^ Vxrgil;r Thqr .ai^. 4£i 
ALgfj^lku^ mtu€t,k9^ Mf: Sdhdy^'X^^ &iliiffil iraveller;; Mxlt 
jddiotoiii )xj^' «l>fi^0»; fpeftkmg^f tlie«»iiidc» o£^MM|ddf^^ 

p;:.r34v:-:5.- ^: :;: .n'.;./-; - . ■' r ' ;-r •" ^ ; '.! .:• .* ri 

**^ •phdfe^M;nM*6nic8'peffdhn^ hiid'thii-cofplclitlxiifr' 

'*'to be wafted over Acherufia» a lake on the fouth of M^ti^^lik^ 
*' by one only perfon, whom they called Charon ; which gave 
** Orpheus the invention of his infernal ferryman ; an ill-favoured 
** flovenly fellow, as Virgil defcribes him, jEneidvi. About 
** this lake ftood the iliady temple of Hecate, with the ports of 
'< Cocytus and Oblivion, feparated by bars of brafi, the original 
** of like fables. When landed on the other fide, the bodies 
** were brought before certain judges : if convided of an evil 
** life, they were deprived of burial ; if otherwife, they were 
" foffered to be interred." This explication fhews the fouadji* 
tion of thofe antient &bles of Charon, Rhadamanthus, &c. and 
alfo that the Poets had a regard to truth in their inventions^ aad 
grounded even their &bles upon fome remarkable cufloms, whick 
grew obicure and abfurd only becaufe the memory of the cufioms 
to which they allude is loft to pofterity. 

I will only add from Dacier, tliat this book is an evidence rf 
the antiquity of the opinion of the foul's immortality* It is upon 
this that the moft antient of all divinations was founded, I mean 
that which was performed by the evocation of the dead* There 
is a very remarkable inflance of this in the holy Scriptures, in aa 
age net very diftant from that of Homer. Saul confults one of thefe 
infernal agents to call up Samuel, who appears, or fome evil fjurit 
in his form, and predidb his impending death and calamities. 
This4s a pregnant inftance of the antiquity of Necromancy, and 
that it was not of Homer's invention ; it prevailed long before 
his days among the Chaldeans, and fpread over all the oriental 
world. i£fchylus has a tragedy intitled Perfse, in which the 
(hade of Darius is called up, like that of Samuel, and foretells 
queen AtoiTa all her misfortunes. Thus it appears that there was 
a foundation for what Homer writes: he only embellifhes the 
opinions of antiquity with the ornaments of poetry. 

I muft confefs that Homer gives a miferable account of a future 
ftate ; there is not a perfon defcribed in happinefs, unlefs perhaps 
it be Tireiias : the good and the bad feem all in the fame concH- 



NOTE PitELIMINARy. 

tiont ^h^rins Virgil lifts an hell for the wicked, and aft Elyixm 
for. the juft. Tlioiigh perhn^ it may be a vindicatum of Homer 
t6 hj, that the notiohi of Virgil of a JHturt Aate were differenC 
ftom tbofe of Homeif; according to whom hdl might only be a 
rptfcfpiade for the veUcles of the dead, and that while they wero 
in hell, their f pv* or (pirit might be in heaven, as appears from 
what is (aid of the iOntT^ of Hercules in tins adth book of the 
Odyfliy/ P^ 
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NOW to the fhored We bend, a mournful 
train. 
Climb the tall bark, and lanch into the main 2 
At once the ttiaft we rear, at once unbind 
The fpacious fheet, and ftretch it to the wind : 
Then paleand penfive ftand, with cares oppreft, j 
And felemn horrour Taddens ev^ry breaA* 
A frelhning breeze the ^ magick pow*r fupplyM, 
While the wing*d veffel flew along the tide ; 



N o T E S* 

rerfaithfall 
peiifive, 
• Circe, 



Vtr. j.] ftadiefi as morer faithfoll/* 

Then njutephgt peiifive, ftand-^^ 

VouIU- 
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Our oars we ihipp'd : aU day the fwelling iaik ^ 
Full from the guiding pilot catchM the gales. lo 

Now fuiik the fun from his aerial height. 
And o'er the fhaded billdW^ rufhM the night : 
When lo ! we reach'd old Ocean's utmoft bounds. 
Where rocks c6fltt611 hi^ A^VeS With tver-during 
mounds. 

There in a lonely hihd, khd gloomy cells, 15 
The dulky nation of Cimmeria dwells ; 



Ver. 14.] This line is interpolated by the tranilator. Thus ? 
without any extraneous feuiiiBtm t - - 

When lo ! it's courfe our gliding veflei bore. 
Where the laft waves of Ocean lafli the ihore. 

The dujkj nation of Cimmeria dwells A 
It is the opinion of manv commentators, thU Hoiner conflantfy 
in VSUt ^yatgdb ^f Vlfm ftiattt tife ik kt&UixSai^^gttifi^ 1' 
but perhaps xkp contrary opinion in many i^ces may be true : i^ 
thisj)a£lage« tHyiSes in uie Ip&e of one day'&ifs frbin ui^'iAi^ 
of €»i^ Yothb G3lutei«ik8 ; iiow ftis v^ k^iOm ft^ H<^<^ 
dotui and Strabo, that they inhabited the regions near the Bni^ 
^horus, aba cbhlequentfy IJlySes coula not 1^3 ^tfiat^e^'in'tlit 
compafs of i m^i infd ilfeitffi^, fays mm ^ PMt lfciM#4 
n^t otiLy the Cintpneritns^ but their ^climate and daikn06» from 
%e iteraerh ^^phdrus intb dampania in Italy. 

But uiat tBKM it^ly wclt6 ^ ^eOplem Haty itififiea ^Ctinllipnjlti 
is evident from the teftimony of many authors. So Lycophron 
plainly underftands this ^oB^, imS "Mates thefe adventures as 
performed in Italy. He recapituktes^all the voyages of Ulyfles^ 
and mentioning the defcent info hen, ani^ the Cimmerians, ho 
immediately defcnbes the kifeHlli>iV«yi> ^id^litlrr ((^cydigf of 
Ae Ape&nine) 
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The i«m ne'er views th' uAcoinfertaible ietts, 
When radiant he advances, or relreatB : 
Unhapfijr race ! whom endjefe night iiwades^ 
CbirdB tibe dull air, and wraps tfaem roand in 
(fixades. m 

The ihip ^e moor on thdfe obfeure diodes s 
I^-bark theiheep, an of ring to the Oods? 
And faoeli^waird bending, o'er the beaoh defocj 
The dolefbme paf&ge to th' infernal iky. 



That Is, ** From whence all t)ie rivers, and all die (btuitains flow 
<« throngh the regions of Italy." And dieie Iums of Tibullos, 
*\ Ciounerion etiam oUcuras acceffit ad arces, 
'' Qaeb nnnvqnam candente dies apparoit ortu, 
** Sive fiipra terras Phoebus, feu curreret infraj*^ 
are mideiftood by ^ interpreters to denote the Italian Cmisie* 
Hans : who dwelt liear B^ and the lake Avemus ; and therefore 
iRoiiter may be imagined not entirely to follow a fabulous geo^f^- 
plqr. It is. evident from Herodotus that thefeCimmeiiafts were 
miititttdy a pb we iful nation: for pafling into Afia (fays dut 
'iM/br in ^ CHo) they pofleiTed them^lves of Sardis, tn thfe 
time of Ardyes, the fon of Gyges. If fo, it is poffible thejr 
might make fei^eMl Ibttlements in dUFereht parts o£ the worlds 
and call ditffe Ibtdemients by their ongihal name, Cimmerians, 
and ccmltqisf ndy there might be ItaBbm, as well as Scythian 
Cimmerians. 

Itftthft be allowed, that this horrid reghm is well chofen for 
the defcent into hell: it is defcribed as a land of obfcuriqr and 
hononrs, and happily imagined to introduce a relation concerning 
the reahais of deaih and darknefi. ^* 

' Yer. 17.1 This couplet fo^seecnted, ina paflage h fiifceptible 
iof elegftwe^ were alone fufficient to demonftrate, tbat P^pe was 
ll|Dit.th»tm^torof >^;V Thus? 

]% Ug^t anvifited, cor when diipla^v , 
. Tl^ fiift Us niftng, or his ietting fays* 
rjiyeryg o o d a ijb ed« ' 
Ga 
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Tl\c yidims, vbw*d to each Tartarean pow*r, 15. 
Eurylochus and Pjerimedcs bore* 

Here opeaM Hell» all HeU I here implor'd, ■ 
iAnd from the fcabbard drew the iliining fword^ 
And trenching the black earth on ev*ry fide, 
A olyem formM, a cubit long and wide. 3^ 
New .wine, with honey-temperMmilk, we brings 
Then living waters from the cryflal fpring ; 



Vcr. 29.] ThusOgiiby: 
^ The ofnngs brought^ I, drawing froim mjfide 

My falchion> dig'd a pit four cubits nmde. 

The reader may compare the trahflation of this paflage in the 
preceding book, verfe 614. and the following. 

Ver. 31. iVJfw nuinei ^ttb hofuy-tenifer^d »//(.] The word in 
die original is, fAfXixfetldf, which (as Euftathius obferves) the anti- 
ents conftantly nnderftood to imply a siixtare of honey and milk r 
.but all writers who fucceeded Homer as conftantly ufed it to 
fignify a compofition of water naixed with honey. The latiji 
Poets have borrowed their magical rites from Homer: thus OricL 
Idetaai. vii. 243. 

•« Hand procul, egefti ferobibus tellui^ duabus^ > 
** Sacra fadt: cultrqfqoe in guttur vellmsatri 
'' Conjicit ; tk, patulas perfundit faifguine fofias. 
" Turn fuper invergens tepidi carcheiia ladUs 
** Alteroqoe infundou liquidi carcheiia mellis/' tt&. 
Thus iaUb Statins: 

*• — Tellore Cavat4 • 

** Inclinat Bacchi latice»» U munera vemi 
« XaOis, & Aftatos imbres,** &€• 
This libation is made to dl the departed (hades ; bat to what, 
purpofe (objefls Euilathius) fhould thefe rites be paid to the dead» 
when it is evident from the fubfequent relatibn diat-they were 
ignorant of thefe. ceremonies till they had tailed the libation^ 
He anfwers from tl^ MiMfiittflb^ tliittb^;W^4^ ta 
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O'er dicfe was ftrcwM the confecrated flour. 
And on the furface Khone the holy iltore. 34 

Now the wan (hades we hail, th' infernal Gods, 
To Ipeed our courfe, and waft us o'er the floods : 
So ihall a barren heifer from the ftall 
Beneath the knife upon your altars fall ; 
So in our palace, ^t our fafe return 39 

Rich with unnumberM gifts the pile (hall burn ; 
So (hall a ram the largeft of the breed. 
Black as thefe regions, to Tirefias bleed. 

Thus (blemn rites and holy vows we paid 
To all the phantom-nations of the dead. 
Then dy*d the (heep ; a purple torrent flowed, 4$ 
And all the caverns fmokM with ftreaming blood. 
When lo ! appeared along the dulky coafts, 
Thin, airy (hoals of vifionary ghofts ; 



&e regents of the dead^ Pluto and ProierjHna^ and iiied to 
obtain their leave to hav^ an ijnt^rview with the fhades in thei^ 
dominions* P. 

^cf- 33*] Shocking rhymes] as are fomif, already met with, 
bat not noticed^ in this book. Thus ? 

Thefe rites performed in order« Aext we (how'r 
On the white ground the confecrated floun 

Ver. 37.] The variations here from Pope's veriion in the 
former book, ver. 622. are v^ fpiriti^d and fucceftfiil, and d8<> 
ferve great commendation. 

Ver. 47. Jf^Jbitt lo/ aff€ar*d along the dujky eeapf. 
Thin 9 airy JhoaU of •uifanarj ghofts \ 
We are informed by Euftathios^ that the andents rejeded thefe ftx 
>tHes» kx &y they^ thefe are not the ihades of perfons n^wly 
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Fail;, p«iillye jovthSf and &Si enaGoourM maidttS 
AndwitherNlelikrs^pakaadwrialckdfhades; $0 



ms/m 



flain, but who hsivt long been in thefe infernal regions : how then 
can their woun^^e fuppofed ftiO to be TifiMe, e^ckUy titfoligli 
their armour^ wIiqa Uit fo«l was fefftiated froaa the bo^ I Nf»- 
ther is this the proper place for their appearance, for the Poet 
immediately fubjoins, ^t the ghoft of Elpenor was 1%e fMI tJhM 
h^ encouhtertd in thefe negions of d&rknefe. BvX thefe C|bje6tiiojp|i 
will be eafily anfwered by havmg recourfe to the notions whi<;h 
the antients eiftertained Concerning die dead ; we mnft remedber 
that they ittu^itied^diat the fonl though freod from the body hl4 
fiill a vehicle, exadly refembling the body ; as the figure in a 
mouM retains 'the refetntflance of the mould, when feparated from 
it ; the bocly is \\xt as a ^fe to this vehide, «nd h is in this 
vehicle diat the wounds aise faid to be vifible ; this was fuppoAfd 
to be Ms grots than Ithe mortal body, and lefs fu*btil tlian the 
ftttl^ Ibtlntw^hateverivoimdi the outward body received when 
livmg, were believed to aifed this inward fubftance, and conii^ 
quentl jr iwigilt "be Vifibte aiftet feparation. 

It is true that the Poet csdls die ghoft of Elpeaor the fivit gholl, 
but this means the firft whom he knew : Elpenor was not yet 
buried, and therefore w^ not'fl^ received into the habitation of 
the dead, but wanders before the entrance of it. This is the 
ieafon why his fhade is' {aid to prefent itfelf the foremoft : h 
icomes not up from the realm of death, but defcends towards h 
•from the uj^r world. 

But thefe (hades «of the warriours are feid ftill to wear their 
armour in which they were (kin, for the Poet adds that it was 
ftained with Wood: how is it poffiblc for thefe ghofts, which arc 
only a fubtile ftibftance, not a grofs body, to wear the armour they 
^orc?in the other world? How wai it conveyed to them in thefe 
JAfemal regions? All that occurs to me in anfwer to this objec- 
tion is, that the Poet defcribes them fuitably to the charafters they 
bore in life; the warriours on earth arc warriours in hell.; and 
that he adds thefe circumftaaccs oniy to denote the manner of 
t^eir dcadn which was in battle^ ^r by die fword. Node>4ft 
.feut H/»ner rtprefents a fetu^e (late a^ocprdiag to ^ nipliu^qs 
which hii a^ entertained of it» »nd diis fufficiendy jttftifies him 
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daftly y/ifh wounds the forms of WM40]ltr$ j(ku^ 
Stalked with majeftick port^ a martial Iraia : 
Thefe and a thQufand more fwarai'd Q^er thf 

ground. 
And a|l the idire afleo^ly fiipek'il around* 



as a Poet, who is not obliged tp wi^te truth^^ l^nt accprdipg ^ 
ftme and common opinions. 

But to prove thefe verfes genuine^ we have jj^e Hiithority of 
WxffJL i ||c w.^ $09 fenfiblc of t^e^r t)c?#ty ^^^ tp fidoW ^!^, ???W 
with them. Georg. iv. 470. 

" At canttt commotse Erebi de fedibos imit 
ff U«>jyfB %pt ^niies^ ^^molfu^jft^^e lvu;e i;ari^qii|i, 
" MatreSy atqi^e viq^ delu^daqoe corpora vita 
<' Magnanom^m htroum, pueri, inniiptaeque pntlla?, 
'' Imppfittqne rogif juvei^/' 4^c« 
It muft be conie4«4 ^^ ^.^ ^9°^an Poet omits fhe circimiftan^ 
of the armour in Ids tranflation^ as being perhaps cond-ary to the 
opinio^i9 fW^sOling 19 Ips f«e ; b^ a(( ^e j&f^ ^k Iff ^ftTSirit^ 
his heroes with arm^s^ horfes, and inferfi^ 9)^*^^ » .^4 ^ ^ 
jtery of Deipho|>us we fee his (hade retain the wounds in hA, 
which he receivcil at the time of his death in Troy. 
" — — Lacerum crudeltter ora 

** B^ipbal^wvidi," &c. P. 

Fenton's blank verfion is too diiFufe, but gives a very juft repre« 
fentation of his author's ipeanilig : , .' 

-^ ^.T^ -^ -r the ghaft« trp|wfi;V?W rWg> 
Unnun)|3|er'4l; X^Mthf ai^ i|^idf$M j|^(X|ii^ 
Cropt in their fpriag, who nej^iflMHIg 1^P)#!^ yail'd 
The ihortnefs of their date. 
Ver. 51.] The verfion of Ogilby is more faithfijli 
And v^liapt heroes, fl^in |fi .battel, view'd. 
Their |f pjs tf^irfpi^rcfd, yf\t^ rf ^nt Hooi ^n^Jjrcw'd. 
Ver. 52.] A cir9}||i>(^i^x pf ^effibslliifepipnt vfL ^ verfe was 
derived from Chapn^^ : 

In nu«bcfs, re and dpyfig tl»c 4^8»1|^ 4iM#* 
G4 
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Aftonifh'd at the fight, aghaft I ftood^ $$ 

And a cold fear ran fhiv'ring thro' my blood ; 
Straight I command the iacrifice to hafte, 
Straight the flayed vidims to the flames are caft. 
And mutter'd V0WS9 and myftick fbng apply *d 
Xp grifl^ Pluto, aad hig gloomy bride. 60 

Now fwift I >yavM my falchion o'er the blood ; 
Back flarted the pale thropgs, aqid trembling 

ftood. 
Round the black trench the gore untafled flows, 
Till awful from the fhades Tirefias rofc. 

There, wand'ring thro* the gloom I firft furvey 'd. 
New to the realms of death, Elpenor's ihade : 66 
His cold remains- all naked to the (ky 
On diflant (hores unwept, unburied lie. 
Sad at the fight I fland, deep fixM in woe, 
A^d ere I Ipoke the tears began to flow. 70 



Ven62.] AnaniQiated line^ fugeefted by the tranflator's &ncy. 
Ver. 67.] Tkos his author, literally : 

Him earth*8 broad bofom had not yet received ; 
^18 corfe we left, nrg'd on by other care. 
In Circe?8 dome, unwept, and unentpmb'd. 

]Bttt our tra|i^tor more clofely follows the condufion of Virgil's 

fifth ^neli: 

O ! nimi&m coelo et pelago cpn£fe fereno, 
Nudus in ignpta, Palinure, jacebis arena ! 
Ah 1 l^alinbrus ! thou to fkies ferene 
Of fait]^ too egfy, and unruffled ieas, 
ynk lie, ttnburied, 011 » ftrand unknown! 
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, Clay what angry pow'r Elpcnor led 
To glide in fhades, and wander with the* dead f^ 
How could thy foul, by realms and feas disjoin^di^ 
Out-fly the nimUe fail, and leave the lagging 
wind ? 



Vcr. 73. Hdw could tfyjiul, ly naims andfeas iisjntCd^ 
Out-fly the nimhU fail f'^ 
' Eoftathius is of opinion, that UlyiTes (peaks pleaikntly to Elpenofs 
ferwere his words to be literally tranflatcd they would be, Blmor^ 
thwart come hither on foot, fioner thtm I im ajbif. I Aippoie it it 
the worthlefs charader of Elpenor that led that Critick into thi^ 
opinion; but I ihould rather take the fentenclB to be fpoken 
ferioofly, not only becaufe fuch railleries are ^Xk infult upon the 
unfortunate, and levities perhaps unworthy of epick poetry, but 
alTo from the general condudi of Uly&s, who at the fight of 
Elpenor burft into tears, and compaffionates the &te of his friend. 
Is there any thing in this that looks like raillery? if there be, we 
flUttft confefs that UlyiTes makes a very quick tranfition from forrow 
to pleafantry. The other is a more noble fenfe, and therefore I 
have followed it, and it excellently paints the furprife of Ulyffes 
at the unexpeAed fight of Elpenor, and expreiTes his wonder that 
the foul, the moment it leaves the body, fhould reach the re- 
ceptacle of departed fhades. 

But it may be afked what connexion this ftory of Elpenor has 
fo the fttbjei^ of the poem, and what it contributes to the end of 
it ? Boffu very well anfwers that the Poet may infcrt fomc inci- 
dents that make no part of the feble or a6Uon ; efpccially if they 
be ihort, and break not the thread of it ; this before us is only a 
fmall part of a large epifode, which the Poet was at liberty to 
infert or omit, as contributed moft to the beauty of his poetry; 
'i)eiides, it contains an excellent moral, and ihews us the ill effe& 
of drunkennefs and debauchery. The Poet reprefents Elpenor as 
a perfon of a mean charader, and punifhes his crime with fudden 
death, and difhonour. 

I will only add that Virgil treads in the footfteps of Homer, 

and Mifenus in the iEneid, is the Elpenor of the Odyifey : there 

^ fa indeed fome. difference ; Mifenus fuffers for his prefumption, 

JBlpenor for his debauchery. P. 
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The ghoft f9pkj^d : To k^ my dbam I owe^ 
VnmiM accurft, cHre miniftef s of woe ! 76 
]^ Ibfi tluro' wine ttn£uthfi)l Uak their weighty 
^i^iajr^d me tiioabling from a taw^cy hei^^ 



Vcr. 73* — •— — ?1 it/// inpr i/oMw / owe, 

D4muiu aeetafi, dkr mim/iirs 9f 'Ufee,] 

The woidt in the on^n^l arc *A^f fw A^V^'^' «V*. TM ijjtti- 
tity of found in S^ and Auf » may perhaps appesg- a U^0^ inW* 
fiqi^i^ms^ apd ^^'^ ^^^ ^^' ^^ ^ ^ Iqiown phfervaum th\t tl^i 
wkf farffctih^cpurtof Aiiguftusccwtfd nojt pu-4Qp Vipg^ ibjt # 
Vi^ $i^u4( of jpadence in U^is vetfe. 

/^ At xegina pyii" — — 

Bat thefe are rather negfigm^i^ than erroMrs i they are in4ee4 
be avoided, biita|reat geniji^ fometimes px.e.iJaot» 6i^ Wf^jj^ 
fnd fit^rifices ifotina to fenfe. 

The words of ^intilian are very apppfn^ to this puq>ple, Ub^ 
Vm, ^. 3* Ejujdem vtrhi ata /hnftonis iter^, tfu4Utqu^tm tja9 m^ 
t0£KtJi^ttmis aufbfiribus vitata, interim vi^^^. wdefiipQtj0\ V^i^ 
jfe^ tt^flit efiam Cicero^ /ecftrus tifm ^rsi^ 0^fir^(^ii^imf* fh 
\nxig^.zi^iXiikzn<;t of it frppi his oratipn for Clue^tlu^^ I{e^/oli^ 
igitur illud judicium, judicii Jimile, judiees, ncif fi^i,* ^% :ff^ i)|^ 
cqmfefled^ ^t the fenie is not only d2^rl{;e^q4' b^t .^^ C^ iho^^ced 
^t the repetition of the fame \Ypr4 in the iam^ period. 

This is a very pregnant inQancc th^t the opiAiop pf ^ v^ 
itapapon or genius prevailed in the days pf Jiiqm^ ; but ^ e^f*!^ 
pf Blpenor, ip afcribing lus calamity to ,^ 4f>^m9^^* jfiyfi? ^«* 
fsffc][Vce to Maxima* Tyrius, Jie being a Hoick pjiilpfopl^cr. ^ 
^js ^^nor is gqilty of ^^Uhpod in this excp^ to UlyjGSss : fyf 
4f"'fm» t^orcay kc. are nqthing but the idle pretie^ct of iwifj^ 
mn, whq are induftripus to transfer their pwn fpUies'to the Gpdv 
^aqeprdin^ to thpfe yerfes in tfee beginning of j;he Ody^y : 

Why charge mankind on heav'n their own ofFenoe^ 

i^QdH:aU their wpes thecrime.of providence ? 

JUindl who themiebres their miferies create^ 

4t^ pfiriai;lxj their ftMf, not theif late* P» 
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SJjRgg'nng I TtcVd^ and as I recFd I foil, 

Lux'd the neck-joint — my foul defcenda to helL 

.fiut ]fsa4 me aiisd, I now coajure thee kndi» li 

^gr tki^ fyftXf^md (aored name of friend S 

I^ thy fqind cenfort 1 by thy Jfetber^a cate$ I 

By lovM Telcinachw3*s hlocwtning years ! 

For well I know that foon the hc^y 'nly ptow'ra 1$ 

Wifi give thee back to day, and Circe'a Acres : 

There pious on my cold remains attend. 

There call to mind thy poor departed friend. 

The tribute of a tear is all I erave. 

And the pdQeiiion of a peac^l ^ve. 90 

But if unheard, in vain compaffion plea4. 

Revere die Gods, the Gods avenge the dead ! 

A tomb along the wat'ry margin raife. 

The tomb with manly arms and trophies^gr^e. 

To ihew pofterity Elp^ior was. 

There high in air, memorial of my nanie, 

Fix^e iinooth oar, and bid me live to fame. 
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Y€jr, 79.] In th^ fiunc vile manner with Ogilhy : 

_ — ^ — nay neck broke ^ I/iil; 

T)iere lay my corps, my ihadew flew fo hll. 

Ver. 93-] T^ uanflation hese is very loofe and na&idh^ 
T))4sFenton: 

— f — ..— . — - -— 1 b^g Ijy thofc indcaring n^me^ 
Of p^ent, wifc> and fpn ; thou|rh cUftant, d^^x 
To your reinembnu«e. 

. Tim pWr poffcffion rrrrrss. 

y^^Sfi'] Or *i» exa<%^ -wiUji the diyne§ tf Qgiftr : 
FnU on the 15H09Ht.fix fflyr%'ii^ 
Ok, %ith my comiades, ply'd from ihoi« to flioiit. 
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To whiom with tears ; Thefe rites, oh mournful 
y- ihade, 
liHie to thy ghoft, (hall to thy ghoft be paid. ^ 

Still as I fpoke the phantom ieem'd to moanF,^ 
Tear! followed tear, and groan fucceeded groanV 
But as my waving fword the blood furrounds, ^ 
The (hade withdrew, and mutterM empty (bunds. 
. There as the wond'rous vifions I (iirvey'df^ V 
All pale afcends my royal mother's (hade : idj 



Vcr. 100.] Our tranflator mifrcprefciits his original here, wh^ 
^ his predecefibrs are tmezceptionable in thb refped* I fluUl 
give a Ut^ral verfion : 

Thus we difcourfing (at in accents {ad : 
! ' I, here, with faulchion brandifti'd o'er the blood ; . 
. There, the ioqnacious phantom of my mate. 

> Ver. loj, ufil pale afands my rcyal mother* s Jhade,^ The bf* 
l^viour of UlyiTes widi rei]pe6l to his mother may appear not fuf- 
Cciently tender and alFc^oaate ; he refrains all manner of addrefi 
to her> a conduA which may be cenfured as inconfiftent with filial 
piety ; but Phitarch trery fully anfwer^ this obje6Uon. ** It is 
" (fays that author) a remarkable inftance of the prudence of 
*^ UlyfTes^ who deicendipg into the regions of the dead, refufed 
*' all conference even with his mother, till he had obtained an 
*' anfwer from Tirefias, concerning the bufinefs which induced 
•* him to undertake that infernal journey •** A wife man is not 
inquifitive about things imperdnent ; accordingly UlyfTes firfl 
fhews himfelf a wife man, and then a dutiful fon. Beiides, it is 
very judicious in Homer thus to defcribe Ulyffes : the whole 
defign of the Odyffcy is the return of Ulyffes to his country ; this 
is the mark at which the hero fhould continually aim, and there^ 
fore it is neceilary that all other incidents fliould be fubordinate to 
this ; and the poet had been blameable if he had (hewed Ulyffes 
entertaining himfelf with amufements, and poftponing the con* 
iiderations of the chief deiign of the Odyffey. Lucian fpeaks to 
the fame purpofe in his piece upon aftrology. £• 



A qiieen, to Troy (he iaw our lemons pals 9 / 
Niiw^^thmforifaisaUi^ ;, v 

Struck :i\t. the iight I ipclt with fiUal ^oe; 1 
^ddowAimy cheefc tli§rf>iQtt8 iorrowa flttwi^ ^ i 
Yet as J[ flidok my^fekbioH o*pr thje Woqd^ //i i« 
RegardlciS; of 1 her fon. the parent flood. / , ^ . 

When lb! theraighjtyiTheban IbehoU^^ if?, 
Ta guide hi? fteps he bpre a jjaff o£ gold^ 
Awful he trod ! majefUck was his look ! 
And from his holy lips thefe accents broke, tig 

Why, mortal, wandVeft thou from chearfulday^ 
^6 tread the dowjiward^, melancholy way ? ^ 
What angry Gods to thefe: dark regions led . 
Thfee yet aliVe, companion of the dead ? 119 
£ut fheath thy poniard,, while my tongue relates 
Heav'n's fledfefl purpofe, and thy fiituife fates. 



Vcr. 1 10.] This is very flrange : rather thus :. 
, Tho' ^riev'd, regardkfs of her wi(h I ftpod, 
Nor]^ave her honour'd ghoft to tafte the blood: 
Still o^ef the gory pool I flaltt my blade, 
'Till the hoar feer ihould raife his awful (hade. 
, Vex. 1 14O This line is interpolated by the tnmflator. 
' Yer. 116:] Thus Ogilby, notamifs: 

Why cbm'fi thou hither, and forfak'ft the tfiy. 
Pale ghofts, ahd difmal regions to furvey ?. 
- Yer. 120. But fieath thy fwidrd. -r- — ] The terrour which 
the fhades of the departed exprefs at the fight of the fword of 
tTfyfies' has been frequently cenfured as abfiird and ridiculous : 
Rifum cut non moveatf ' fays Scaliger, cum enfetk ait Csf nrtduer^ 
metuijfe? Wh^t .'have the dead to fear from a fvprd, who are 
beyond the pg^^^er pf jitt by ;being ^ed^ced Xf^ 9fk iacQiporcsd fhadow \ 
But this defcription u coniiftent with the tiotions of the antients 
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Vihiic yet heipofcev the prophet I obcyM^ 
And In the fcabbard pkng'd the glatt'dng fokde s 
Eager be quafPd die gt)re> ind then Ax^reft 

Wei^ of lights UfySes here expbit^ 
A profpVcms Vf^^t^hk tfiftive fko^es ; 
But knoViM^by iM^ tiHerrbig iites diTclbfe 
New: trakis of dafii^^ and «««r &c»es tf 



conceming the dead. Ibave already remarked, chat the ihad^ 
retained a veUde, wliich reTemtled tfie bo^rani WSis mbife to 
pun as #^11 a* i]ie C(rf|)i[Mi( fihilnide ; if not/fn what jwrpfale 
^x€ the Furies defcxibed vith iron icoorges, or the vulture teajnig 
the liver of "fityus? 

wyjgjH 4&iih6$ th^ Kke^^ fo 4iie O^O^UHiSt ifeudr; {6t nite 
Sibyl thus comannds uCaeas^; 

^ Tuque invade viam, vaginaque eripe ferrum/* 

And the ihades of the Greeks zie there faid to fly at the fight of 
his arms. 

** At iteixiai&i prdcefes, AganKimnOm^^e pUdanges, 
** Ut videre virum fulgentiaque ahtaa per umbtas> 
*' Ingenti tfepidare metu.'* 

Tirefias ii tece deferibed eokififtenily with the chara£^er liefore 
given him by the Poet, I mean with a pre-eminence above the 
other ihades ; &r (as Euilathius obferves) he knows Ulyfles before 
he taftes the ingredients ; a privilege not claimed by any other of 
the infernal inhabitants. Elpenor indeed did the fame, but for 
another reafon ; beciinfe he was not yet buried, nor entered the 
regions of the dead^ and therefore hL foul was yet intiie. 1^* 

'#iit 1 Ae4l06d^liiy^fle> and iSieti ihi£il» 
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I fefr ! I ikbi tltij bati: hy Nbptbiac toft, <|li 

For injur'd C)rdbp% and hk cyb-ball loft I 
Yejt to thjn;i^oes the Gdds decrob-an eiid^ 
If heav'n thou pleafe } aad how td flmfe xttfeild t 
Wiitrd on Tiiniiiridn rocks ttto «k»sati roarS| 
Grazi 'litim'raus herds along the vdrdant lOwfltt | 
Tho* hiMigiir pre&^ yet fly tihie dmgfii^us prty^ i^ 
i;^ faente tab {tcrtd to the Odd fof &sy^ 
Who all furveys with hk ^xt^ifive eye 
Above, below, on earth and in the fky ! 
Kob tybt the Ood, and lb prtopitious gak* 'tp^ 
j^lend thy voyage, and ifnpel thy iails : 
lilt if his herdd ye feiaib, bdiieatk the Wives 
rfec thy friends o'erwli'elm'd ia liquid graves 1 \ 

tflySci at his country fcarce arrives I 145 



Ver. 1 30.] This happy adoptkm pt prophetic kngiiage; ai if 
the abjed were in idghtj is due to the ingenuity of our tnuiilator« 
i%us^e^pricSe& in Virgil^ ^n. vi. 

— — —5 — -^ — bdla> horridabella, 
"kt Tybrim multo ipumantem languine cerno : 
W'irs, ibrHi wars /•'iJ^w ; a field of i)lo6d. 
And Tybcr roiling with a purple flood : 
wKich is Dryden's excellent ver&on, ver. 1^3. Pope^ with las 
lMlM»b^Yt^, te:s(fmproy^d tlds aMiinkfi^d^i-ln'bf conip^ 
klBMMti'^I^Stjbs^tAt DOheiad; as, f6rek^\si^e, iii, 265.' 
But Ic/ to dark encounter in mid air 
NtW M«««s rift : />^f lAy^^BcrAifcf.- 
airftHk M9W^ v«^. t4S) ^&. 
Vet. *^. W)(tk'dt Ksctr^^ Tlttftkttbfl* 

tf Vtffiiii^s %b C^^j^'fte flixaenii^'tlK ^lns'*fifvMf« is 'j61W1 fH 
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Strangers Jdky guides ! nor there thy labours end^. 
New foes arife, domeftick ills attend ! 
There foul adult'ors to thy bride ^refbrt^ 
And lordly gluttons riot in thy court* 
But yengeance haftes amain ! Theft eyes behold 
^Thoiieathful fcene, princes on princes roll'd ! i ji 
Thz\ done, a people far from lea explore. 
Who ne|er kft^ lalt, or heard the billows roar^ 



his tranfportation to his own country: hpwdoeshe brin^ dlb 
about ? By {hewing thk^' it was decreed by the Gods that he fhoaUt 
if be conduced thither by Grangers ; (o that the Phaeacians imme* 
diately conclude, that they are the people deftined by heaven ta 
condud Mm home ; to give this th^ greater weight, he ptttt the 
fpeech into the month of the prophet Tireiias, and exalu Ua 
charaAer in an extraordinary manner, to ftrengthen the credit of 
the prediction : by this method likewiie the i^oet interweaves Uk 
cpifode into the texture and eflence of the poem,, he makes thit^ 
jonrney into heH contribute to the reftoration of his hero, andf 
unites the fubordinate parts yery happily with the main adion. P« 
Ver. 152. That done, a peopU far from fta exfUn, 
Wb% ne*er knew fait. — — ] 
It is certain that Tirefias fpeaks very obfcurely, after the manner 
of the oracles ; but the antients generally underftood this people 
to be the Epirots, Thus Paufanias in his Atdcis^^, Ql fuiA aXv^^v^ 
IkUi BaKcto'ff'aif, fAq Ji a}iO'h n^ireJlo xfi^^*» fiofrvfu il fM^ 1^ *OfiAft 

— — O* «» iaam ^oKotaaM. 
That is ; '' The Epirots even fo lately as after the taking of Tnqr, 
^' were ignorant of the fea, and the ufe of fait, as Homer teftifica 
*' inhisOdyffey:" 

Who ne'er knew Mt, or heard the Ullows roar. 
So that they who were ignorant of the fea, were likewife ignorant 
of the ufe of ialt, according to Homer: whence it may be con* 
jeduredi diat the Poet knew of no. ialt but what was made of 
k^wMu The odier token of their ignofance of the fea va^ 
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Or faw gay veffel ftem the wat'ry plain, 
A paiated wonder %ing 011 the main !\ 155 

Bear on thy back aa oar : ; with ilraage amaze 
A i]v&pherd meeting thee, the oar furveys, 



that they fhoiild not knour Mi oar> bat cilt it a com^raSi. T]d» 
▼erfe was on^e- iaxcaftically applied to PhiHp. of Macedon by 
Amerdion a Grecian^ who Rying from him and being apprehended, 
was afked whit&er he AcmI? He bmVily anfwtred, ti>^fitid a people 
who knew not Philip. 

IpeHWade myfelf that thit pailage is rightly trandatted) J^iiti 
fQWnowofinif and t» ti mlif» nvai wmTmUm, 

A painted wonder, flying on the main : 
for. the wings of the (hip fignify the fails, (as Euftathius remarks) 
aad not the oars, as we might be mifled to conclude horn the im- 
mediate connexion with tfiriAai, or oars. The Foot, I believe, 
intended to exprefs the wonder of a perfon upon his Erft fight of 
a fliip, who obferving it to move fwiftly along the feas, might 
mi^ke the fails for wings, according to that beaatiful deicription 
of Mr. Dryden upon a like occa£on in his Indian Emperor. 
The objedls I could firft diftinftly view. 
Were tall flraight trees which on the waters flew; 
Wings on their iides inftead of leaves did growjf 
Which gathered all the breath the winds could blow j 
And at the ^oots grew floating palaces, ^c. 
Eqftathius tells us the reafon of this command giveri tp UlyflTes, 
to fearch oat a people ignorant of the fea: if was in;i^onour of 
Neptune, to make his name regarded by a nation whkh was en- 
tirely a ilranger to that Deity ; and this in}un£lion was laid by way 
of f tooement for the violence offered to his fon Polyphemus. 

Many cnticks have imagined that this pailage is corrupted ; 
but as Eo^hitts obferves, we have the authority of Sophocles to 
prov^ it genuine, wiio alluding to this paflage, writesj 

Vcr. i^pl Or thus, moreexadly: 

Thfjf ialt Mo/o0d, tkgy hour m billows roar« 
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And names a van : there fix it on the plain. 
To calm the God that holds the wat'ry reign ; 
A threefold ofPring to has altar bring, 160 

A bull, a ram, a boar ; and hail the Ocean-king. 
But home returned, to each atherial powV 
Slay the due vidim in the genial hour : 
So peaceful (halt thou end thy blifsful days. 
And fteal thyfclf from life by flow decays : 165 
Unknown to pain, in age refign thy breath. 
When late ftern Neptune points the fliaft with 
death : 



Ver. 15^.] Or^ to avoid a too quick repetition of the (ame 
rhymes, thus: 

— — *— — — there fix it in the ground ^ 
Anifiubt the God, nuhofi nvavts the globe furround. 

Ver. 165.] Pope in his ^ Ode on Solitude :* 
Studfiom tbe worlds and not a ftone 
Tell where I lie. 
But xhtfic concluding verfes of this addrefs are much amplified 
from the following portion of hb author : 

— — — — then from the fea thy death awaits ; 
An eafy death ! to flay with gentle hand 
Thine age in comfort fpent, thy people round. 
All happy I Thefe, the words of truth, I ^eak» 

Ver. 167. mtn late fiem Ngftune points tbe Jhaft <with deatb,} 
The death of Uljrfies is related variouily, but the following ac« 
count is chiefly credited : Ulyfles had a Ton by Circe named Tele* 
gonus, who being grown to years of maturity, {ailed to Ithaca 
in fearch of his fether; where feizxng fome (heep for the ufe of 
his attendants, the fhepherds put themfelves into a pofture to re(cue 
them ; Ulyfles being advertifed of it, w^ot with his fon Tele* 
machus to repel Telegonus, who in defen^lfig himfdf- .Krounded 
UlyflTes, not knowing him to be Us father^ Thus Oppian, Hyginus, 
and Di^ys rekte the ftory. Many Poets have brought this upoa 
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To the dark grave retiring as to reft, 
Thy people bleffing, by thy people bleft ! 

Unerring truths, oh man, my lips relate ; 170 
This is thy life to come, and this is fate. 
' To whom unmov'd ilf this the Gods prepare. 
What heav'n ordains, the wife with courage bear. 
But fay, why yonder on the lonely flrands, 
Unmindful of her fon, Aflticlea ftands ? 175 



the ftage^ and Ariftotle criticizing upon one of tide tragedies 
gives us the title of it, which was, Ulyfles wounded. But if 
Ulyfles thus died, how can Neptune be iaid to foiftt tbtjhaft wib 
death ^ We are informed that the fpiear with which Telegonus 
gave the wound, was pointed with the bone of a fea turtle; fo 
th^t literally his death came from the fea, or i| aAo; : and NeptuuQ 
being the God of the ocean, his death may without violcince be 
afcribed to that Deity. It is true, foqae Criticks read liaCh^ as 
one word, and then it will fignify that Ulyfles fhould efcape the 
dangers of the fea, and die upon the continent hx from it ; but 
the former fenfe is moft confonant to the tenor of the Poem» 
through which Neptune is conftantly reprefented as an enemy to 
Ulyfles. 

I will only add the reafon why Ulyfles is enjoined to offer a 
hall, a ram, and a boar to Neptune : the bull reprefents the roaring 
of the fea in florms ; the ram the milder appearance of it when 
in tranquillity : the boar was ufed by the ancients as an emblem of 
fecundity, to reprefent the fruitfulnefs of the ocean. This parti* 
tdar (acriiice of three animals was called rptrl^. Euftatbius. P* 
)\>r this beautiful turn our tranflator is indebted to his coadjutor 
Kntoft,^ 

At length, <when Neptune points the dart of death. 

Without a pang you'll die. 
Ver.. i^*] ^o Chapman very properly: 

Thy fiibje^ round about thee, rich ai^ biefl. 
A verfe in Pope^ Eloifa is fimilarly conftrnded to that before us : 

The world Ibcig^etting, by the wodd forgot, 
« a- 
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Why to thd grpi?»4 (he ^odp her dowaoaft cy* f 
Why is; 1^; £lepit, wl#: hier fop is nigh ^ 
yhe latfi^t C3»fc, oh i4cre4 fcer, reve^J, I 

Nor th^ replies th<p fepr* wiU I con^esj, 
Kij^^w; tothpfp^Ar^ ^at $Hy b^v'wge tHfte,. is* 
The fcenes of life r^f^^K . f^n^ a^io«? pftft ; 
They, fe4'4 witji tmthjiyetUr* the fore reply; 
The reft> f^^^Wi* » fesin oWivixms fly. 

The phantom Pfopbfit ceas'd* and funk fi-om 
.fight 
To the.Uack palace pf eternal Ni^ht. iS$ 

Still in the dark abo^ps of death I ilopd. 
When near Anticlea mov^d^ and drank the blood* 
Straight all the mother iaher foul awakes. 
And owning her Ulyfles, thus fhe fpeaks. 

SSHS9B99B999S> 

Vcr. 176.] Rather,, 

— — -^ — — hpxfenfive eye, 
Ver. 178.] This bears no refemblance to Eis author, who may 
{^better fe«n in Ogill>y, unadorned as he is^ but not contemptible : 
Thefe Heaveo 4/^^xP^h ^^ ^ver ixpd Fate, 
put iay, bleft prophet, ^d ^? truth relate ; 
I fee my mother^s f|iade, lyho not hi^r ion . 
Will fpeak to^ nor fo much 4s look upon : 
Silent (he £ts by gu:red blood : ah, hov 
May fhp, poor ihadow t her dear ofFsprii^g know I 
' . Ver. 1 82.} This couplet (eems an improvement from .QuU|>/; 
'l^hej will to what fo e're thou aflcj, refi^^ 
K>f far from thee. If thqu \)^ftand'il thex^, ^ 
This faid, Tirefia vanifh'd from wy^gH 
To Pluto's court, and fpats of iafling aigif^ 
^Ut I that poiiure kept in which lj^oo4. 
Until my mpther tafted facred iioo4\ 
Ver. 188.] The rhymes xnay h^ readered cohforiaaUo bf lb» 
following corredion : 
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Com'ft thou^ my fbiiy ^ive^ to realms ben^atfi^ tgo 
The dbtefom« t^lvAi of darktiefs a^ ^ death : 
Com'il thou aHfve firbm t>ure^ aetheiial day ? 
Dire is the region^ difmal is the way ! 
Here Idkes profound^ there floods ofpoCt their 

waves. 
Theft the wide fea with all his billows r4Ves ! i^ 



I /aw the mother in her foal awahi 
And; <>vrning her tJljKfes, thu^ ttatjpake. 

Vtr. 192.] This txcelltnt coapl&t fctfxhs modeBcd hf drfe of 
Dr7den» Myi, vi. 192. 

The gatjes of, hell are open night and day, 
Smdotfa tne deibeiit, and eafy is the way. 

Vcn 195. TJh&e tie naidi fia .^ivirh at! bis BiJtoivs rwes,'] tf 
this paflage were litemUy tranflated, it would rtttt thdfl: JMfy Jktt, 
bow didft thou arrive at this place of darknefs^ mtben fi man^ ri<verf^ 
and the ocean he in the ^^fwtp^f Tl^ (fays Euftathius) plainly 
(hews that Homer ufes a fabulous geography; for whereat the 
places that are mentioned in thefe voyages of UlyHes are really 
fitoated upon the Mediterranean, Anticlea here fays that they lie 
in the middle of the ocean. But this is undoubtedly dn errour : 
the whole of the obfervation depends upon the word y.itrctf ; but 
why moil this denote the midway fo exa£Uy ? Is it not fuffident to 
iky, that betweeik Itliaca and this infernal region, rivers and the 
ocean roll ? And that this is the real meaning is evident from this 
book ; for Ulyftes {ails in the ipace of one day from the ifland of 
Circe to the place where he defcends : how then could thefe places 
where Ulyfles touches in his voyage lie in the middle oftbp 
ocean, unlefs we can fuppo(e he pafted half the ocean in one day^ 
The Poet diredly affirms, that he defcends at the extremity of it; 
but this extremity is no more than one day's voyage from the 
ifland of Giiee, and confeqnently that ifland could not lie in the 
Auddle of the ocean : then^fore this place is no evidence that 
Waakftvlks a £d>aioas geography. 

Hj 
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Or (fincc to duft proud Tmy, jfubmits her tow'rs) 
Cpm'ft thqnz wand'rer from, the Phrygian (hores ? 
Or %, iince honour call'd thee to the fields 
Haft thou thy Ithaca, thy. bride, beheld ? 

Source o£ my life, I cry'd, from earth I fly 26** 
To feefc Tirefias in the nether Iky, 
To learn my doom : for toft from woe to woe. 
In evVy land Ulyfles firyls a foe : 
Nor have thefe eyes beheld my native fhorcs, 204 
Since in the duft proud Troy fiibmits her towVs. 
, But, when thy Ibul from her fweet manfion 

•fled. 
Say, what diftemper gave thee to the dead ? 
Has life's fair lamp declined by flow decays. 
Or fwift expir'd it in a fudden blaze ? 



Buftathias very jaftly obferves* that Homer judicioufly places 
fhe defcent into hell at the extremity of the ocean : for it is 
nataral to imagine that to be the only paflage to it, by which the 
fnn and the ftars themfelves appear to defcend, and fink into the 
realms of darknefs. P. 

Yen 196.] Thus, with more fidelity and legitimate rhymes : 
Or ivitb tiy Jhip and crenVf proud Troy no more I 
Com'ft a long wand'rer from the Phrygian ihore ? 
Or fay, fince honour call'd thee, baft thou feen 
Thy nati've Ithaca and ^wedded queen f 
vhich laft are the rhymes of Chapman. 

Ver. 203.] Thus, abundantly better, with Chapman's rhymes: 
Npr fince that day, when with Atrides' hoft 
He failM to Troy, has touched his native coaft. 
Ver, 208.] The verfion here is extremely good, bnt general, 
smd not obfervant of his author's language; which may be defcried 
in the fubjoined fubfiitution : 
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Say, if . my fire, good old Laertes, lives? 210 
If yet Telemachus, my fon, liirvives ? 
Say, by his rule is my dominion awM, 
Or crufli'd by traitors with an iron rod ? 
Say, if my 4>ouie maintains her royal truft, 
Tho' tempted chafte, and obftinately juft ? 21 j 
Or if no more her abfent lord (he wails. 
But the felfe woman o'er the wife prevails f 

Thus I, and thus the parent (hade returns. 
Thee, ever thee, thy faithful confort mourns : 



What form of death coniignM thee to the dead? 

Some flow diftemper? or Diana's dart« ' 

Shot by her gentle hand, transfixt thy heart? 
Vcr. 212.] Thus ? more exadUy : 

Sayj by their power are my pofl*eflions fway'd. 

Or ftrange intruders our domain invade ? 
Ver. 115.] Addifon's tranflation of Horace, ode iii. book iii. 

The man refolv*d, and fleady to his truft. 

Inflexible to tU, and ohftinateij jufi^-^. 
Ver. 218. •— — Thus the parent fiade returns.^ Thequeftions 
which UTyfles afks (remarks Euftathius) could not fail of having 
a very goixl efFeft upon his Phaeacian audience : by them he very 
artfuDy (and, as it feems, nndeflgnedly) lets them into the know- 
ledge of his dignity, and fliews the importance of his perfon ; to 
induce them to a greater care to conduA him to his country. 
The procefs of the whole ftory is fo artfully carried on, that 
Ul3rfles feems only to relate an accidental interview, while he 
tacitly recommends himfelf, and lets them know the perfon who 
aiks their afliflance is a king. It is obfervable that Anticlea in- 
verts the order in her anfwer, and replies laft to the firfl queftion. 
JOrators always referve the ftrongelt argument for the conclufion« 
to leave it fivfli upon the memory of their auditors ; or rather, 
the Poet ufes this method to introduce the forrow of Ulyfles for 

H4 
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Whether ttie ivight ddlberid^ or day prevails, %^ 
Thee (he by night, and thee by cky bewai)s» 
Thee in Telemachiis thy realm obeys j ' 
In facred jgcovts celeftial riteg he paysy * * 

And ihareis the banquet in ifoperW ftate^ 1^4 
Gfac'd widi fuch honours as become the great* 



the death of his motJber more naturally : he fieals away the xsind 
of the reader from attending this mam a^Hon, to enliven it with a 
icm of tfij^ruGb md sifcSixm in thefe regions of hpr/our. P. 

Ver. 219.] This tranllation comes nearer to the well known 
paflage of Virgil, Georg. iv. 465. . 

. Tej dulcis cojnjax> te folo in littore fecum^ 
Te, venie;nte die> te> decedente« canebiM^ 
Thee on the lonely fhpre« fweet bride ! he iang a 
Thee at the rifmg, thee» the fc;ttmg fun. 
Thus? 

Streams from her eyes of endleis fbrtow ruoy 
When glooms the night, or fhines the genial fun* 

Ver. 224. • Jn^ Jhares the ia/tftut w /uperior ftcOtf Ac] This 
pafTage is fully explained by Eujfiathius : Ibe t?lU us, that it wa^ 
an antient cuftom to invite kings and legiflators to all pubHck 
feafts ; this was to do them honour: and the chief (eat was always 
referved for the chief magiflrate. Without this obiervation, the 
lines are unintelligible. It is evident that the words are not 
fpoken of facrifees or feafb made to the Gods, but focial entei:* 
tainments, for t^ey are genera], <7at)i( xaXftfo-t, *^ all the people 
'' of the realm invite Telemachus to their feaAs." And this 
feems to have been a right due to the chief magiibrate, for oi^A^fvnw 
implies it, which word Eufiathius explains by U yJay^^ wotuirSaf » 
" fuch an honour as ought not to be negleded," or 

Graced with fuch hoiionrs as become the great. 
It gives a very happy image of thofe ages of the world, when we 
ob(brve foch an intercourfe between the king and the fubjed : 
Ae idee of power carries no terrour in it, but the ndtr himfelf 
makes a part of the publick )vf* P» 
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Wild, with delpair, I flied ia copious tide 

Of .flowing tears, and thus with fighs reply'd. 

Fly'ft thou, lov'd ihade, while I thus fondly 
mourn? 
Turn to my arms, to my embraces turn ! 
Is it, ye pow'rs that finile at human harms ! 25$ 
Too great a blifs to weep within her arms ? 
Or has heU's queen an empty image fent, 
Hiat wretched I might ev'n my joys lament ? 

O ion of woe, the penfive fhade rejoin'di 
Oh moft inur'd to grief of all mankind 1 260 



Hon, thinking there was a myftcry in fx^iw, the firft word in the 
Iliad, is introduced enqaiiing of Homer in the regions of the 
dead, why he placed it in the beginning of his Poem ? he anfwers, 
Becaofe it firft came into his head. I doubt not but the number 
of the lines in this place in both Poets was equally accidental ; 
Virg^ adds nothing to the thought of Homer, though he uics 
more words. P« 

Yer. 250.] Much in the fame manner Fenton: 

Delufive as a dream. 
Ver. 256. — — A blifs to nueep nvithin her arms.'] This is 
almoft a literal tranflation ; the words in the Greek are, rila^e^ 
fjuff^a y6oiQ, or tbat tug mojf delight omfeh/es with fwnna, which 
Euftathius explains by faying, there is a fleafure in ^weeping: I 
fhould rather underftand the words to iignify, that in the inftant 
while he is rejoicing at the fight of his mother, he is compelled 
to tuni his joy into tears, to find the whole fcene a delufion. P. 
Ver. 257.] Ogilby Is not worfe : 

This all the &vour Proferpine beftows. 
To fhew thee only to augment my woes ? 
Ver. 259.] Or thus ? with better rhymes : 
O ! ehiU of woe ! repUes the^fhade ngen: 
Inur'd to grief V all tht fins •fment 
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'Tis not<he queen of heD wha thee deceives :' 
AMj aU are fucb« when life the body leaves ; 
No more the fiibftance of the man remains. 
Nor bounds the blood along the purple reins : 
Thefe the funereal flames in atoms bear^ -46^ 
To wander with the) wixid in empty air ; 
While the impaffiVe foul rehidant flies. 
Like a vain dream, to theie infernal ikies^ 
But from the dark dominions ^ed thy wayv # 
And climb the fteep afcent to upper day ; ^270 
To thy chafle Iwide the wondVoiis itery tell. 
The woes, the horrours, and the laws of hell* 
Thus while Ihe Ipoke, in fwarms hell's emprefe 
brings 
Daughters and wives of heroes and of kings ; 



Ver. 267.] So Fenton* whofe verfion is, in general^ hsgUy 

elegant: 

— ^— — — — of all living touch; 
ImpaJJi've. 

Our Poet ihould have avoided this open vowel : 

The foul impailive from the realms of day. 
Like a fleet dream, to daHuiefs wings her way* 
But hafle to light : there to thy bride relate 
The wondrous vifions of th* infernal ft^te. 

All the reft in our Poet's veriion is unaiithoriied amplificaiian^ 

from Virgil rather than Homer. . . 
Ver. 274.] Ogilby is precife : 

That wives and daughters of great princes were : 

but our tranflator follows Fenton : 

— — _ daughters^ and wives 

To kings and bifHsMm 
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Thick, aod mow thick they gather round the 
Wood/ »7J 

Ghoft throng'd on ^laft (a dtfe alTembly) ftood ! 
Q»»ntk& my fword I feize : the airy crew. 
Swift as it flaihM along the gloom, withdrew ; 
Thei> 0iade to ihade ia mutual forms (iicceeds. 
Her race recounts, and their illuffrious deefds, 280 

Tyro began : whom great Salmoneua bred ; 
The royal partner of fam*d Cretheus* bed. 



Ver. 275.] Danciad, iv. 191, 

Thick and more thick the black blockade extends. 
Our tranflator is not rery attentive to his author^ as the reader 
may coUeft firom Fenton, or the lefs artificial, bat more &ithful 
'mAxm^ of Mr. Cowper. The fame may be faid of many other 
paflag6t« 

Vcr. 279. Thin fi>adi to Jhade JiicceeJs.] Nothing can 

better fhew the invention of Homer, than his capacity of furnifti- 
ing oat a fcene of fuch great variety in this infernal region. He 
calls up the heroes of former ages from a ftate of inexiftence to 
adorn and diverfify his poetry. If it be aiked what relation this 
journey into hell has to the main adlion of the CMyflcy ?. the 
anfwer is. It has an epifodick affinity with it, ahd (hews the fafr 
ferings of Ulyfles more than any of his voyages upon the ocean, 
at it b more; horrible and full of terrours. What a treafury of 
antient hiftory and fables has he opened by this defcent ? He lets 
ju into a variety of different charaders of the moft famous per- 
ibnages recorded in antient dory; and at the f^me time lays before 
ii a fupplement to the Iliad. If Virgil paid a happy piece of 
•IhCltry to the Romans, by introducing the greatefl perfons of the 
belb fiunilies in Rome, in his defcent in the i£neid ; Homer no 
k6 happily interefb the Grecians in his fitory, by honouring the 
i^oeAers of the noblef^ families who ftill ilourifhed in Greece, in 
theOdyUby; a eircumfbmce that could not fail of being verjT 
neceptalale to a Grtcian or Roman reader, but perhaps lefs enter- 
||bing tQ i», who have no particular interefl in thefe ftories. P. 
V * • Ver. t^U- fjTQ — — ^whm great Satmoneus hrfd.]- Virgil 
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For £ur Enipeus, as from fruitful urns 

He pours his wat'ry florc, the virgin burns ; 



gives a veiy dsftrent charader of Safanoneas from tStm of HoRfer i . 
he deforibes him as an impious perfon who prefamed to imitate 
the thunder of Jupiter, whereas Homer Hiles him blamelefs/. o;r 
ofA^cMTf ; an argument, fays Euftathius, that the preceding dory it 
a fable invent^ fince the days of Homer. This may perhaps be 
true, and we may naturaOy conclude it to be true from his filence 
of it, but not from the epithet ofbt^/Atfy; for in the £rft book of 
the Odyfley, Jupiter gives the fame appellation to i^yfthus, evcp 
while he condenms him of murder and adultery. £u(bthius adds, 
that Salmoneu5 was a great proficient in mechanicks, and inventor 
of a veflel called 0^o»lf loy, which imiuted thunder by rolling ftones 
in it, which gave occaiion to the fiftions of the Poets. p. 

Ver. 283. For fair Enipeus, as from fruitful urns 

He pours bis watery fiore^ the fvirgin .bums,] 
There are no &bles in the Poets that feem more bold than theie 
concerning the commerce between women and river Gods ; bo| 
Euflathius gives us a probable foiution : I will tranflate him lite- 
rally. It was cuftomary for young virgins to refort frequently to 
rivers to bathe in them ; and the antients have very well explained 
thefe fables about the intercourfe between them and the water 
Gods : Receive ny 'virginity ^ O Scamander ! {ays a lady ; but it 19 
very apparent who this Scamander was: her lover Cimon lay 
concealed in the reeds. This was a good excufe for female 
frailty, in ages of credulity : for fuch imaginary intercourfe be* 
tween the fair fex and deities was not only believed, but efteemed 
honourable. No doubt the ladies were frequently deceived ; their 
lovers perfonated the deities, and they took a Cimon to their 
arms in the difguife of a Scamander. 

. It is uncertain where this Enipeus flows : Strabo ((ays Eoib- 
thius) imagines it to be a river of Peloponnefus, that difembogoes 
its waters into the Alphaeus ; for the Theflalian river is £nifeuf« 
and not Enipeus: this rifes from mount Othrys, and receives inta 
it the Epidanus. The former feems to be the river intended, by 
Homer, for it takes its fource from a village called Salmone ; an^ 
what ftrengthens this conjedlure is the neighbourhood of the 
ocean (or Neptune in this fable) to that rivers Lucian has mad|i 
this ftoiry of Enipeus the fubjed of one of his dialogues, P, 
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Smooth flows die gentle ftreatn with wanton 
. pride, 285 

And in foft mazes rolls a filver tide. 
As on his banks the maid enamour'd roves^ 
The monarch of the deep beholds and loves ; 
In her Enipeus* form and borrowed charms, 
The amVous God deicends into her arms : tgo 
Around, a Ipacious arch of waves he throws. 
And high in air the liquid mountain rofe ; 
Thus in furrounding floods conceal'd he proves 
The pleafing tranfport, and compleats his loves. 
Then Ibftly lighing, he the fair addreft, 295 
And as he fpoke, her tender hand he preft. 
H^ happy nymph ! no vulgar births are ow'd 
To the prolifick raptures of a God : 
Lq ! when nine times the moon renews her horn. 
Two brother heroes fliall from thee be born ; 30^ 
Thy early care the future worthies claim. 
To point them to the arduous paths of fame ; 
But in thy breaft th* important truth conceal. 
Nor dare the lecret of a God reveal : 
For know, thou Neptune view'ft ! and at my 
iK)d 305 

Earth trembles, and the waves confefs thejif God. 



This image is not from Homer> but from Fenton : 

Enipeus^ f\yift from whofe reclining urn 

Rolls a delicious flood. 
Ver. 3o;(»] Tius verfe is wholly interpolated by the tranilator* 
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He added not, but mountiag Ipurn'd the plam^ 
Then plung'd into the chambers of the VMm. 

Now in the. time's full process forth flic brkiga 
Jove's dread vicegerents, in two future kings; $Kf\ 
O'er proud lolcos Pelias ftretch'd his reigo, : T 
And God-like Neleus rul'd the Pylian plauii r I 
Then fruitful, to her Cretheus' royal bed /r 
She gallant Pheres and fem'd iEfon bred ; 
From the fame fountain Amythaon rofe, 91 1 
Pleas'd with the din of war, and noble fliout of 

foes. r 

There mov'd Antiope with haughty charms. 
Who bleft th' Almighty Thund'rer in her armst:^ 
Hence iprung Amphion, hence brave Zcdiito 

came, 
Founders of Thebes, and men of mighty name j 3MI 



Ver. 307.] Or thus, with lefs fuperfluity : 

He faid, and piung'd beneath the foaming ware, 
She Pelias bare and Neleus, fervants brave 
Of fovereign Jove : that ftretcht his wealthy reign 
O'er wide lolcns ; this, the Pylian plain. 
Ver. 319. Hence Jprung Amphion -^ — ] The feblc of Thehet 
built by the power of muiick is not mentioned by Homer, and 
therefore may be fuppofed to be of later invention. Homer re- 
lates many circumflances in thefe ihort hiilories difiereuotly fretti 
his fucceflbrs ; Epicafte is called Jocafta, and the tragedians have 
entirely varied the dory of Oedipus : they tell us he tore oiit his 
eyes, that he was driven from Thebes, and being condudlcd by 
his daughter Antigone, arrived at Athens, where entering thr 
temple of the Furies, he died in the ihidft of a furious ftorm, and 
was carried by it into hell : whereas Homer diredtiy affirms, that 
be cbntinned to reign in Thebts after all his calamities. 
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Tho* ^14 in open fie^d, they y<A i^rround 
The towft witljL wa^3, and ffiopi^ WJ/^ 9ft 

H^f j:^part8 ftpqd, (iicre tow -rs rpfe jh^gh in air j 
Aij4 fefirp ;^P' rev'n')yi4e port^? jruih'4 ^^i wy^ 
TTbgrew^Jifolftftep.thefoir pf 

Who jborp Akid^ to thp thujodying Go^ ; 

It if not fafy to ^ve a fealoQ why Ukb 9K)di^r, anj nqt ^# 
&ther, jii^ jl^cl ^9 ((?nd the Furies to iprmept Oedipus, efpecialhr 
becaufehe was the murderer of his father Laius : "Buftathius an^ 
fwefs^^ that it wai by accident that he ilpy jLal^? ; bat upon t})e 
difcov^ry of his yic^ednefs ip marrying his ny>the^ Joc^ila, he; 
ufed her with more barbarity and rigour than was neceflaiy^ ^nd 
fbijfifim file porfoe^ hun with ker yengeanoe. Joc^ an4 ]<$$> 
hgth, die after d^^ fyp^e manner by their own hands : I zgrpo wi^i 
- Sodiger, that Virgil iias defcribed hanging more happily tAaa 

'f Jp^nnis Lethi nodiun ^q-abe neAit ab .?i^'' 

There is nothing like the Informs Lethi nodus in Homer : and as 
^tCi^itick obieryes^ /^u» atrox res aliquo'verhorumamhitujiudiofius 
tomprehendenda fuit. The ftory of Oedipus is this : Laius being 
mformed by the oracle, that he fhould be (lain by his fon, caufed 
Oedipus immediately to be expofed by his fhepherds to wild 
beafts ; but the ihepherds preferved him, and gave him education s 
jvhen iie .c^e to years pf maturity he went towards Thebes in, 
fearch of his father, but meeting Laius by the way, and a quarrel 
|ui$ng, he i}ew him ignorantly, and married Jocafta his motlier* 
T^s is the Tubjed of two tragedies in Sophocles. P, 

Ver. 325.] As a ipecimen of our Poet's adherence to his 
original, JLihall give a commenfurate veriioo of that portion of the 
Greek, correfponding to the beautiful couplet before us : 

Alcmene then, Amphitryon's fpoufe, I faw 
, . Who, minglinj; in th' embrace of fpvereign Jove,. 

Alcjld^s, dauntlefs, liqn-hearted, bore« 

Vot'in^' '^ ' a / / 
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And Megara, who charm'd the fon of Jove, 
And foftcnM his ftern foul to tender love; 

Sullen and four with difcontented mien 329 
Jocafta frown'd, th' inceftuous Theban queen ; 
With her own fon fhe join'd ih nuptial bands, - 
Tho* father's blood imbru'd his murderous hands: 
The Gods and men the dire offence deteft. 
The Gods with air their furies rend his breaft: 
In lofty Thebes he wore th' imperial crown, 335 
A pompous wretch ! accursM upon a throne* 
The wife felf-murder'd from a beam depends^ 
And her foul foul to blackeft hell defcends ; 
Thence to her fon the choiceft pkgues (he brings, 
And the fiends haunt him with a thouiand fting8« 
And now the beauteous Chloris I defory, 341 
A lovely fhade, Amphion's youngeft joy I 



Ver. 340.] Here, I fuppofe, our trahflator had his eye on 
Fenton : 

— •*- — — -— (he, through fell defpair, 

Self-ftrangled, from the ftings of mortal lifc^ 

Fled to the fhade. 
This (hort llory of Jocafta is miferably executed in the verfion 
before us. 

Ver. 341. The beauteous Cbloris I de/cfyJ] A Critick 

ought not only to endeavour to point out the beauties in the fcnfc, 
but alfo in the verfification of a Poet : Dionyfius Halicamaflu^ 
cites thefe two verfes as peculiarly flowing and harmonious. 

Kal XXufi» ft^oy mtfixa^^a, in* «ro]f NuXivf , 

r^^iy ley hoL KaXK^^ im woft fA^^»« ihtt. 
There is not one eliiion, nor one rough vowel or confbnant, but 
they flow along with Uie utmoft fmoothnefs^ and the beauty of 
the Mttft ^^uals that of Chloris. ' F. 
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With gifts uniiumberM Nelcus fought her arms, 
Nor paid too dearly for unequall'd charms ; 
Great in Orchomenos, in Pylos great, 345 

He fway'd the fcepter with iniperial ftate. 
Three gallant fohs the joyful monarch told, -.^ 
Sage Neftor, Periclimenus the bold, 
AndChromius laft ; but of the fofter race. 
One nymph alone, a miracle of grace. jjo 

■mUBBtBimmBBm 

Vcr. 344»] For this line, which 15 eminently beautiful and 
poedcal> we are indebted to the taile of our tranflator only. 

Ver. 345. Great in Orchomenos ] This is a vtry conii- 

derable city lying between Boeotia and Phocis, upon the fiver 
(Jephifus : Homer calls it the Minyan Orchomenos, becaufe the 
Minyans an antient people inhabited it : it was the colony of thefe 
Minyans that failed to lolcos, and gave name to the Argonauts. 
Eufiathius* P. 

Ver. 348. PericUmenus the hold,"] The.reafon why Homer 

gives this epithet to Periclimenus maybe learned, from Hefiod: 
Neptune gave him the power to change himfelf into all fhapef, 
bat he. was idain by Hercules: Periclimenus aflaulted that hero in 
the ihape of a bee, or fly, who difcovering.him in that difguife, 
hy the means of Pallas, flew him with his club. This is the perfoix 
of whom Ovid (peaks, but adds that he was flain in the fliape of 
an eagle by Hercules. 

•* Mira Periclimeni mors eft, cui poflc figuras 
*' Sumcre quas vellet, rurfufque reponere fumptas, 
' ** Neptunus dederat," &c. 
Suphorion fpeaks of him in the fliape of a bee or fly, . 
— — "AKnSU y avrt f4Ji>^avu9 ay\»a fvK» 

Yer. 350.3 So Chapman ; , 

Rare-beautied Pcro, fo for forme exad^. 
That Natiu-e, to a miracle » was rackt, 
' In.her perfedioBS. > 

..:■•. ;. ... I» ..•...;■ , 
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Kings on tlaeir thrones for lovely Pero burB^ 
The (ire denies, and kings rejected moiiro. 
Tx) him alone the bwiiiteous prize he yields,. 
Whofe arm ihouid ravifli frt^ai Phyladan fields 
The herds of Iphyclus^ detained in xvrong ; 554 
Wild, furious herds, unconquerably ftrong ! 
This dares a feer, but nought the leer prevaib. 
In beauty's cauie illuftrioufly he fails ; 



Vcr.'357. This dmns a feer, &c.] This ftory is related wkh 
great obfcurity^ Imt we learn &om the xvth book that the name 
of this prophet was Melampus. Iphyelus was the ion of Deioneni, 
'itif^'uncte to Tyro; he had feized upon the goods of Tyr6 the 
Another bf Neleas> among whkh were many beauQJFal oxen : Ihefe 
Kelen» demands* bat is unjnffly denied by Iphychis; NeleushacL 
la d^ngliter named JPero> a great beadty who was courted by/^ 
*th(e neighboaring princes, btit the fadirr refufes Ker uhleis to the 
*i&ian who recovers thefe oxen from Iphyelus : Bias was m love 
'wit3i Pero> a^d peHliades his brother Melampus a ph>phet to 
tmdertake the recoviry ; he attempts it, biit beuig vanqui^ed, is 
•Witown into prifon ; Mt at laft fet at liberty, for telling Iphydtis, 
"Who Was chifdlefs, how to procure iifue. Iphydus upon thisr gaLYe 
Hioi the oxien for a reward. 

Nothmgdm be more rldieuloas than the explanation of this 
'fiory inCu^thius, which I will lay before the reader for his 
ei^tertainment. Melampus, after he was made a pr^oner, was 
trailed to the care of a man and a woman ; the man ufed him 
with fhierty, i,v& the wbihsbi with cmdty : One day he heard a low 
npife, and a family of *worpU in cohferencb. (He ufiderftood the 
language of all the aoknal creadon» liiekfts stad itptfles.) , thx& 
worms were difdmrfihg how they had eatenlikfougfa a great beam 
*^t lay over the head of Melanfpos : lie ifximediatefy |Mt>vides for 
hb own fafety, feigns a fickneik* and begs to be ckrried ittt« the 
freih air : the wpftian and the ihzxL immecfiately comply with this 
requeft ; at which tnfbnt the beam falling, kiUs-tlie woman : an 
account of this is forthwith carried to ^l^as, wfaaibnding for 
Melampu6» a&s who he isi Ift Mis him« a prophet, and that hs; 
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Twelve moons the foe the captive yputh detains 
In painful dungeons, and coercive chains ; 360 
The foe at laftf from durance where he lay^ 
His art revering, gave him b^ck to day ; 
Won by prophetick knowledge, to fulfill 
The fteadfaft purpofe of th' Almighty wilL 

With graceful port advkncing now I Ipy'd 365 
Leda the fair, the God-like Tyndar's bride : 
Hence Pollux fprung who wields with furious 

fway 
The deathful gauntlet, matchlers in the &%y : 



came for t)ie oxen of Nelens : Iphydus comnumds Jiim to dedar^ 
how he nuiy have an heir ? Melampus kills an px» |u»d c^ 9II thp 
birds of the air to feaft on it ; they all appear except the vulture; 
he propofes the caie to tbein» but they give no (ktb£idory anfwer; 
at kft the vulture appears, and gives Meia^ipus a full information : 
upon this Iphydus obtains a child, and Mehunpui the oxen of 
Ndeus. P. 

V€r-3S9.] ThusOgilby: . 

But him « w<^ fiite, a crud chaim. 
And mfticks more unmerciful dttaim, 

Ven 364. Theftta^aft p^rp^^ tf th' Jlmghy «*&.] TWf 
por^ i^ y jTf^iiitv S^f iV^m to come in wi^out i^ny cqnnexipn 
widhthe ftory^andcoofequentl^ umieceflanl^; ,^t Homer i^€^ 
|if it coacifelyj as an adfventure well J^own in his times, fjo^ 
there&re not wanting a fyrther explication: but ApoUodpiiW^- 
lat^,the whote>t largp, Uff. i. The rcafpn why the^ words aie 
|i|ferted is, to inform us that tjiere were f ntU»t propheqLes coiv* 
ceming Iphyclus^ that it was dec];fied,by Jjipiter he (hquld^ve 
no duldren t^l he had JcecoKMrfe to aprcypliet, w^.e3gQl^ing thefe 
prophedes to him, ihouid (hew hun how to.otitfin that blefling ; 
in this fenfe the will of Jupiter m^y be f^i to ^-^^^d, P» 

I 3 
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And Caftor glorious on th* embattled plain 
Curbs the proud fteed, reluflant tq. the rein : 37a 
By tjirns they vifit this aetherial Iky, ; 
And live alternate, and alternate die r 
In hell beneath, on earth, in heaven above 
Reignthe twin-gods, the favVite fons of Jove, ' 
There Ephimedia trod the gloomy plain, 375 
Who charm'd the monarch of the boundlefs 

main ; 
Hence Ephialtes, hence ftern Otus Iprung, 
More fierce than giants, more than giants ftrong; 



Vci:. 371.] Our tranflator is not excellent in this pafTage, 
Which admitted poetical embellilhment with eafe. The reader 
Will read Ogilby's efforts, without difguft : 

Thefe by Jove's will alternate live, and dy ; 
This lies inum'd, whilft that afcends the fky : 
At once they rife and fet, this* under ground, 
Whilft that in heaven remains, with glory crown'd. 
Vcr. 372. j^nJ live alternate, and alternate die.] Caflor and 
Pollux are called AM<rx»po», or the /ons iff Jupiter; but what could 
give occafion to this fi^ion, of their living and dying alternately ? 
Euflathius informs us that it is a phyiical allegory: they reprefent 
the two hemifpheres of the world ; the one of which is continually 
enlightened by the .Tun, and confequently the other is then in 
darknefs : and thefe ' being fucceffively illuminated according to 
the order of the day and night, one of thefe fons of Jupiter may 
be faid to revive wjien oile part of the wdrld xifts into day, and 
thfe other tQ die, when it defcends intd darknefs. What fnakes 
this allegory the more probable is, that Jupiter deftdtes; in many 
allegories of Homer, the air, or the upper regions of itl ?• 

'^^•377'] Thus Jus author : 

Two fons fhc bare, but tranfient wks their dite ! ; 
' Fani'd Ephialtes, Gtus'like the Gods. ' 
• Them foodful earth, o'er all in fiz6 and grace 
Pre^minont^ except Orion, nurft. 
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The earth o'erburthen'd . groan'd beneath their 

weight, : 
None but Orion e'er furpafs'd their height : 380 
The wond'rous youths bad fcarce nine winters 

told, 
When high in air, tremendous to behold. 
Nine ells aloft they rear'd their towVing head, 
And full nine cubits broad their (houlders Ipread* 



Vcr. 383., Nine ells tdoft they rear\d their tvw^ring head.] This 
Is ondoabtedly a very bold fidlion, and has been cenfared by feme 
Criticks as monflrous, and praifed by others as fublime. It may 
feem utterly incredible that any homan creatares coald be nine 
ells^ that is, eleven yards and a quarter in height, at the age of 
nine years. But it may vindicate Homer as a Poet to fky that he 
only made ufe of a fable, that had been tranfmitted dowiii from 
the earliefl times of the world ; for fo early the war between the 
Gods and Giants was fuppofed to be. There might a rational 
account be given of thefe apparent incredibilities ; if I might be 
allowed to fay what many authors of great name have conjednred, 
that theie ftories are only traditional, and all founded upon the 
ejection of the fallen angels from heaven, and the wars they had 
with the good angels to regain their ftations. If this might be 
allowed, we (hall then have real giants, who endeavoured to take 
heaven by aflault ; then nothing can be invented by a Ppet fo 
boldly, as to exceed what may jufUy be believed of thefe beings : 
then the ftories of heaping mountain upon mountain will come 
within the bounds of credibility. But without having recourfe to 
this folution, Longinus brings this paflage as an inftance o{ tme 
(hblimity, chap. vi. He is proving that the fublime is fometimes 
found without the pathetick, for fome paflions are mean, ^s femr, 
iadnefs, forrow, and confequently incapable of fublimity ; and on 
the other hand, there are many things great and fublime, in which 
there is no paiGon ; of this kind is what Homer fays concerning 
Otus^ and Ephialtes^ with fo much boldnefs. 

14 . 
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Phitid bf tHcir fkingth atid more tfiiil nicW^ (kfcei 
The Grods they challenge, and affcd tht fltlfes ; 386 

The G^s they cklienge, ^iidaffea the (Uts. 
And what he adds concerning the fuccefs of thefe gknU is ftill 
bolder. 

H^ thef to thaiihobd grOWii» the bright atKxies . 
Of lieav'n had fhook, and Gods been heap'd on Gods. 
Vii^was 6rthe dpihiohof Longinus, for he has imitated Hombh* 
'^ I^c it Aldidab ^emkos ittiniama vidi 
•• Corpora, qui manibus magnum refcindcre ccelum 
" Aggreffi, fuperifque Jovem detrudere rcgnis." 
Macrobius, lib. v. Saturn, cap. xiii. judges thefe verfes to be 
irifbrlour to Homer's in majefly ; in Homer we have the height 
and breadth of thefe giants, and he happily pain^ the very fize 
of their limbs in the run of his poetry; two words, wiu^i, and 
§mm/tnix*ti9 almoft make one verfe, defignedly chofen to exprefs 
their bulk in the turn of the words ; but Virgil fays only imtnama 
€Wfor4, and makes no addition concerning the giants, omitung 
entirely the circumftance of their fize : Homer relates the piling 
hill upon hill ; Virgil barely adds, that they endeavoured to flbrm 
the heavens. 

Scaliger is funa and frithful to Virgil, and vindicates his &* 
vourite in the true fpirit of criticifm. I perfuade myfelf he glances 
at Macrobius, for he cavils at thofe infbinces which he produces 
as beauties in Homer ; I give his anfwer in his own words. Adf^ 
nUrantur GriecuU fueriUs menfuras ; nimis.fafe cogor exclamarty aliu^ 
^e Graculum cireulatoremt aliud regime orationis authorem :■ indignam 
€enfuitfud jMJtftate Virgihus hone minutamfuperfiitionemy Ht^ 

Euftathius remarks that the antients greatly admired the exaih 
proportion of thefe giants, for the body is of a due fynictryv 
when the thicknefs is three degrees lefs than the height of it^ 
According to this account the giants grew one cubit eveiy year 
in biilk, and three in height. Homer iays, that they fell hy the 
Otafts of Apollo, that is, they died fuddenly ; but other writers 
relate, that as they were hunting, Diana fent a flag between them^ 
at which both at once aimbg their weapons, and ihe withdrawing 
the flag, they fell by their o^n darts. Euftathius. P. 

Vcr. 385.] Dryden, at ^ipi. vi. 876. 

Who dar'd in fight the Thunderer to iefy, ' 
JJiH bu haven, and force )iim from the fky. 
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On Of&/Peliotinod» with all his wood: 

Such werg tiiey youtte ! had they tt> mai^diOit 

MBiighty Jove bid ttett^kd bh his throne. 390 



Vcr. 187. On Oljntftus tott^rin^ OJ/aflooii, UcJ] Strabo 

mlAis Hoidfcfe of At Jadgmfeilt of Hrtrifer, hi ffaiihg the ttroamAiftg 
in this order ; they aU ftand in Macedonia ; Olympiu i» the krgtft, 
and therefore he makes it the bafis upon which O/Ia fUnds, thai* 
being the next to Olympus \ti lAiic^tude, and Pfclion being th^ 
Idft 131 placisd abd^e'Qffib aid thas they rife pyjradiidkalty. T8g3 
ibliows a different regulation ; 

•• Ter fiftSft Cbfeali li&pdncfe PcEon t>te, 
, ** Sciiicet atipie Oflk ffohdbfiim iknp6iiere Olympibfllh" 
Here the largeft mountain is placed uppermoft, not fo naturally 
as in the order of Homer. T^ere is a peculiar beauty in the 
former of thefe verTes^ in which Virgil.^nak^ the two vowds in 
€9nati imfonere meet without an elifion, to exprefs the labour and 
firaining of the giants in heaving mountain upon mountain. I 
appeal to the ear of every reader, if he can pronounce thefe two 
wdlrds without a panfe and ftop ; the difficulty in the flow of the 
verfe excellently reprcfcnts the labour of the giadts fh^ining to 
ihove Pelion upon Ofla. Diidier reniarks that Yii^ follows the 
fituation of the mountains, without regarding dte Itokgnitude ; 
thuB Pblion lies firf( on the nonh of Macedonia; .Offii h the 
feccH^, and the third Otympns ; biit fiie prefers Hioiii(n''s ihethod 
as tkioft rational. P, 

Hoteer hif%, 

'Pciliohllsaf- waving: ' 
biic'Petftimi 

— •*-' — and on Offit Pelidn pilM, 

Tom froA the bafe ^hb all its nvdedr. 
^^^•'3^9*] Mihon has fuf nrihed us "with a fine ^ecitnen ittb 
iif this beauty of Mtltipdthn, in Paradife Loft, vi. aiS, 

^-^*— --ii •^ alDieaven ^ '«. 

• ^mc^ded; ftnd, h^toNk i^ a^, BU^mh 
•zfilBtoittrttwfrfMDMK; *•-''- • 
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But ere the harvqft of the beard began 
To briflJe on the chin, and prornife man»; ; 
His ihafb Apc^lo aim*d ; at once they {ovund^^ 
And ftretch the giant-monfters o'er the ground. 
There mournful Phaedra with lad Procris 
moves, 395 

Both beauteousfhades, bothhaplefe in their loves ; 
And near them walk'd with iblemn pace ai>d flow^ 
Sad Ariadne, partner of their woe ; 
The royal Minos Ariadne bred, 
SheThefeus lovM ; from Crete withThefeus fled ; 
Swift to the Dian ifle the hero flies, , . 401 
And tow'rds his Athens bears the lovely prize ; 



Vcr. 391.] So Prioir, as quoted in John^n's di£Honary : 

-^ — On thy chin the (pringing beard Segim 
To fpread a doubtful down, andfromife man, 

Vcr. 395.] Thefe fwo couplets are wrought with elegant irir, 
genuity from the following unadorned fentence of his author : 
Phsedra and Procris there I alfo faw. 
And beauteous Ariadne. • , < 

Ver. 402. And towards his Athens hiors the lovely frixe^l Homer 
juftiiies Thefeus from ^py crime with relation to Aria^ie. he is 
fi^uilty of no infidelity as fucceeding Poets affirm ; ihe died fi)d* 
denly in Dia, or Naxos (an ifland lying between Thera and CrcteO ; 
Diana flew her at the iniligation of Bacchus, who acoufed her to 
that Goddefs, for profaning her temple by too free an intercourie 
with Thefeus ; this Hooker calls futfrvpti) l^uawa, Clymine was a 
daughter of Mynia^, Mxra of Proetus and Antaca> who having 
i^ade a vow to Diana of perpetual virginity, broke it; and tfa^e- 
fore fell by that Goddefs; Phaedra was wife to Thefeus, apd fell 
in love with her fon Hippolytus. Eriphyle was the daughter of 
Talaus and Lyfi^che, wife of the prophet . An>phian|us ; who 
being bribed with a collar of gdld l^jiffd^niceJ^oW her 
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There Bacchus with fierce rage Diana fires, 
The Goddcl^ ainiSiher (haft, the nymph expires. 
There Clymene, and Mera I behold, 405] 
There E/iphile Weeps, who loofely Ibid 
Her lord, her honour, for the luft of gold. 
But fhould 1 51II recount, the night would fail, 
Unequal tjo the melancholy tale : 
And all-comppfing rieft my nature craves, 410 
Here in the court, or yonder on the waves ; 
In you I truft, and in the heav'nly pow'rs. 
To land Ulyffes on his native Ihores. 
' He ceas'd : but left fo charming on their ear 
His voice, that lift'ning ftill they feem'd to hear* 

Hnfband to go to the war of Thebes, though fhe knew he was 
decreed to fall before that city : fhe was ilain by her fon Alcnueon. 

UlyfTes when he concludes, fays it is time to repofe 
Here in the court, or yonder on the waves* 
To underiland this the reader muH remember, that in the beginning 
of the eighth book all things were prepared for his immediate 
voyage, or as it is there exprefled, 

— — -? Ev'n now the gales 

Call thee abroad, and ftretch the fwelling fails. 
So that he defires to repofe in the ihip, that he may begin his 
voyage early in the morning. P. 

Ver. 408. ] Chapman's veriion, with little adj uflment, is accurate : 
But all the heroes' daughters and their wives. 
That then encountered me, exceeds tny might 
To name or number. 
. Ver. 410.] This couplet is finely executed. 

Ver. 414. He ceased: but Uftfi charming on their ear 
. -, ' • His voice — — ] 
I cannot tell whether this paufe, or break in the narration of 
Ulyffes has a good effed or not ; whether it gives a relief to the 
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•Till rifing up, Arcti filence broke, %i6 

StretchM out her faowy hand, and tiroi ikk 
Ipoke: 
What wondVous man beav'n iend» us in eur 
gu^ft ! 
Thro* all his woes the hero (hinee conleft ; "■'■'' 
His comely port> his am{4e flrame expKfs •- 4W 
A manly air, majeftick in diftre^. 



reader, or is an unexpeded diiappointment of the pwrTuit of th» 
itory ? But certainly what is inferted during this Ihort interruption, 
is particularly well ckofen; it nnitei the epifode vrkh the ibain 
afUon, and dOiews ho^y it contributes to the «nd of the Odyflef «r 
in influencing the Phaeacians not only to reftore TJlyfies, Ikit 
reflore him with wealth and limiOBr, w^h is the aim of the whole 
Poem. ' P* 

Ver. 415.] Our tnttiftator hsa Tery liappily transferred tht 
language of Milton from a pailage in Paradife Loft, which was 
formed more iRHnediately from one in Af<^loniu8 Rhodlus ; hat 
of that, as well as of two others (imilar in theCrito and Menexenus 
of Plato, this veiie of Horner^ now before us, iwas At firft 
fboadation : Par. Loft, viii. i. 

The angel ended, and in Adan^s tar 

So charming left bis 'voice, that lie a while 

Thought him ftill fpeaking, ft ill flood fioc" d to hear. 

Tcr. 416. Arttt filence iroke,'] Euftathius obferves, that 

the two motives which the Queen ufes to move the Phaeadans to 
liberality, is the relation Ulyffes has to her, as her pecidiar gueft, 
(for Nauficaa firft recommended him to the queen's protedHon) 
and their own wealth : (for fo he renders Wr^ ftfAiM^ rifAn;, 
and Dacier follows his interpretation) I have adventqred to tranf- 
late it differently, in this fenfe : " It is true, he is my peculiar 
'< gueft, but you all (hare in the honour he does us^ and therefore 
" it is equitable to join in his afiiftance ;** then (he clofes her 
speech with raninding them of their abSities; which in Ihe ochor 
Ibnfe'woold be taatblogy. 9^ 



Ue^ 2smypidkj is my :pecaUar cftrjQ, r : , 
Ypu^iare the plwfwe^— rthen in boimty ih«re ; 
To wordi in miferjr^ a rev.'ftface pa^^ . 
And with ja generous haiidreMrafd his iliay ; 41$ 
Far'fiAce)kiiid Jiie(Lv*ti with wealth our realm has 

bleft, 
{Sivc it to hcwhi^ by aidiag Che diAreft. 

Then fage Echeneu^ whofe .ff^^W^ jreV'i^ead 
bcow 
The hand of Time had filverM o'er withinow;. 



Ver.421.] Thus Fcfiton : 

— — — — — fcctJiar him pay gueft : 

I ftylc. 
1 V^»4»}.} Ogilby rwrier s. 

And though our gutSt, yet yoa th&lioncmr iliare* 
Ver. 425. — — IVitJ^ a generous band rrward hisfiet^.l Thji 
I am p€rfba)lied is thie true meaning, of the pafikge; Ulyffes had 
Oicwed a deiire imsnediftceiy to go aboard, aod the qooen diawi 
an argument from this to induce the Phaeacians to a greater contri- 
bution, and UlyiTes to a longer Hay ; (he perfuades them to take 
time to prepare their prefents, which mdt eoeafi<m tihe-ftay ^ 
Ulyfles till they are prepared. They might «dieswife (obfenres 
2)acier) have pretended to comply mth the impatieoce of Ulyiles, 
and immediately difmiiTed fahn with a imall gratuity, imder the 
pretext of not having time lo^prepate a greater. It muft be i»n- 
feiTed, to the reproach of human aature, that this is but too juft 
41 piAore of it : ielf-intereft makes the great very ready to gratify^ 
their petitioners with a diimiflion, or to comply ovithth^ 40 .their 
difadvantage. , . P. 

Ver. 427.] This fe&timent b not feom -Hnmr r»-.but from 
$olomon, Prov, jfiac. 17, ** He, that hath pity tfpw;thc poor, 
'* lendeth unto the Lord." .i 

Ver. 428. ] Take a iaternl vsxfion p£ the' «uMittiar;m Homer : 

TheotEchiiieus, heroho^viwfpflike.; 4 

Ad^aiic!d»]ft9PCMa;a!erjiU£haaci«^Biaai ^c. . . 
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Mature in wifiiom rofe : Your words, her cries. 
Demand obedience, for your words are wife, '^p 
But let our king dired the glorious way > - 
To genVous a^ ; our part is to obey. ^ 

While life informs thcfe limbs, (the king 
repl/d) 
Well to deferve, be all my Cares employ'd : 435 
But here this night the royal gueft detain, 
'Till the lun flames along th' setherial plain : 
Be it my talk to lend with ample ftores 
The ftranger from our holpitable fhores t 
Tread you my fteps ! 'Tis mine to lead the race. 
The firft in glory, as the firft in place. 441 

To whom the prince : Thisnightwith joy I ftay^ 
O monarch great in virtue as in fway I 
If thou the circling year my ftay controul. 
To raife a bounty noble as thy foul ; 445; 

aBBaBBas55. 
£> that oar tranflator clofely followed Fentonr 

Upro/e Echeueus then, txjhofi wavy lock» • 

Silvered with age> adorn'd his reverend brow, • 

Fraught with matureft coun/eL 
Ver. 429.] Gay, in his. Fables, iays very prettil/. 
His head vfzsjti'ver'd o'er with age : 
but to talk of being Jilvered vfkh/now is a ridiculous kitennii^ie' 
of incongruous -figures. 
Vcr. 441.] So Fenton : 

— '— — — — me you ihall eonfef^ 
Thejrft in .bounty, as the firft in power: 
after Pope in the fpeech of Sarpedon to Glaucus :. 
The firft in valour^ as the- firft in place; 
Ver. 444* If thou the circling year. Sec] This fpeeckof Ulyfles 
has been condemned by the Cnticks^ as avaoctous ; and therefore 
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The circBhg year I wait, with ampler flores • 
Aiid fitter pomp to hail my native ihores : ^ 
Then by my realms due homage would be paid ; * 
For wealthy kings are loyally obfeyM I /' 

O king ! for foch thou art, and fiire thy blood 
Thro^ veins (heciyM) of royal fathers flowed; 451 



Euftathius judges it to be fpoken artfully and cbmplimehtally ; 
Didymos, with a well-bred urbanity, or x^^**i ' ^ ^^^ nothing 
mean in it ; what UlyfTes fpeaks proceeds from the gratitude of 
his foul ; the heart of a brave man is apt to overflow while it 
acknowledges an obligation. Spondanus imagines that Ulyflet' 
may poffibly fpeak jocofely, and a&s if it is probable that he could 
be induced to day from his country out of a mean confideration 
of a few prefents, who had already preferred it to immortality ? 
But in truth, Ulyfles never behaves with levity ; and it would 
give us an ill idea of that hero, fhould he return the united kind- 
nefs of the peers of Phaeacia with icom and deriiion : beiides, 
Ul)r(re8 values thefe prefents no otherwife than as they may contri- 
bute to his re-cftablilhment in his country ; fbr he diredbly (ays. 

So by my realms due homage (hould be paid, 

A wealthy prince is loyally obey'd. 
This is an evidence, that the words of Ulyfles flow not from fo 
bafe a fountain as avarice, but that all his thoughts and adions 
Mkter upon his country. P, 

Ver. 448.] Thus his author : 

More reverend then to all men fliall I be, 

And dear, who fee me come from Ilion home : 
but our tranflator has degraded the fentiment by following Chap- 
man: 

And dearer to my people, in whofe loves 

The richer evermore the better proves : 
or rather Ogilby : i 

Then they would all me love and honour more ; 

Subjects contemn their princes when grown poor. 
Vcr. 450.] This fpeech is executed without elegance or fidc- 
luyi and particularly tiie forme; half. 



Unlike tiiofe. vagrants wj^ on ffijyrchoo4 liv?» 
SkillM io ioiOQtb taljsS) ^q4 ftirtful tp dcfceivef i 
Tby ^tfcr foul abhfltf 3 th^ Iw's p^rt. 
Wife is thy V6icc> aa4 i^obje is thy he^Ht* /tfl 
T&y words Jake ixmfick ev'jry breaft controul. 
Steal thro' A© ear, and win ypgn the foul ; 
Soft, as fome fong.4ivine, thy ftory flows. 
Nor better could the mufe record thy woest 

But fay, upon the dark and difoial coafl, 460 
Saw'ft thou the worthies of the Grecian hoft ? 
The god-like leaders who in battle flain, 
Fell before Troy, and nobly pre^ the plain ? 



- . V«r. 454. n^ hiturfiulifhhors the Hat's part, 

Wifi is thy ff^kf p— .-r-r] 
This Is an inftance of the judgmei?^ of Hdmer in fixftaipiag hjs 
charaders. The Phaeacians were at £rA defcribed as a creduloiu 
people, and he gives us here an io^ftance of their credulity, for 
they fwallow all thefe &bles as fo many realities. The verfe in 
die original is reix^u'l;able. 

Zp« ^' ivi fcfjr /Aop^ fvcAry, tort ^ f pfy2( taGX^M* 
Which EuHathius thinks was ufed by Alcinous, to tell Ulyfles ii^ 
his fables were fo well laid together as to have the appearance of 
truth ; Dacier follows him, and (as ufiial) delivers his opinion as 
her own fentiment. But this <;annpt .be Homer's intention, for it 
fuppofes Akinous to look upon thefe relations as fables, contrary 
to the univerfal chara£^er of their ignorant credulity ; I therefore 
am perfuaded that /xo^^ Isreo^y iigniiies the pleafantnefs or beauty of 
his relation, and ^uvi vT^>Mi the integrity of his heart in oppo« 
fition to the character of a liar, or perhaps his wifdom in general : 
and this excellently agrees with his refembling him to a inufician^ 
(who always was a poet in thofe ages, and fung the exploits of 
heroes, &c. to the lyre.) In this view the fweetnefs of the mufick 
reprefents the agreeablenefs of the narration^ and the iubjeft of 
the muiician-s fong ^e ftory of his adventures^ F« 
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And lo ! a length of night behiac) re$m;aiqt8. 
Hie ev'ning ftars ftill mount th' «thef ial plain?. 
Thy tab with raptures I could hear thte tell, ^^ 
Thy woes on earth, the wond'rous fowi^s in 

heU, 
'Titt in the vault of heav'n the ftars decay^ 
And the &y reddens with the riiing (by* 

O wcathy of the pow'r tfee Qod? ^fli^i'd, 4W 
(l/lyfies thus replies) a king » flaiii^i 
Siftce yet the early hour of night ajjprtrs 
Time for difcourfe, and tinw for Mt repofe# 
If fcenes of mifery can enl»rtainf 
Woe$ i unfold, of woes a difmal train. jfrv 

Prepare to hear of murther ai^d cf Mood i 
Q£ god^like heroes who imiiijur'd ftood 
Amidft a war .of ipears in foreign laod^y 
Yet bled at home, and bled by female hands. ' 

Now fuxnmonM Proferpine to hell's black 
hall 480 

The heroine fhades ; they vani{h*d at her call. 



V4^. 468.] This ccoplet is fpun from two words only of Homer 
'-divine M^nr/Vr^'-— with mod licencious amplification ; and b ;bQC» 
rowed mtber from Pope or Dryden^ but my memory caiyiot recall 
the ftaticm of the paffiige. 

Vw, 45^a.] Our tranflator, with all the reft, feem to miirepre* 
ient their aathor here, and inconfiilently with verfc 410. This 
appears to me the true meaning of Homer : ** There is indeed 
" time for a long relatipni though it is alfo a proper time for 
^' Feft. tioweTer> if you ftiU wil^ to hear -r--.-* 

Vol. Ill, K 
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Wbeh lo ! advancM the forms of heroes flaia] 
By ftem iEgyfthus, a majeftick train, 
And high above the reft, Atrides preft the plain* , 
He quafPd the gore: and ftraight his ibldier 
knew, 485 

And from his eyes pourM down the tender dew ; 
His arms he ftretchM ; his arms the touch deceive. 
Nor in the fond embrace, embraces give : 
His fubftance vanifiiM, and his ftrength decay'd. 
Now all Atrides is an empty (hade. 490 

Mov'd at the fight, I for a ^ace refign'^i 
To ibft afflidioA all my manly mind ; 
At laft with tears-^ — O what relentifefe doonv 
Imperial phantom, bow*d thee to the tomb ? 
Say while the fea, and while the tempeft raves, 495; 
Has fate opprefe'd thee in the roaring waves^ 
Or nobly feiz'd thee in the dire alarms 
Of war and (laughter, and the cla(h of arms ? 

Vcr. 482.] ThusOgilby: 

And others throng'd about me of his train. 

That by i£gifUius in lus court viextjlain. 
This introdiidory part to the fpeechts k beautiful in the origiiial, 
bat poor in our tranflation. 

Ver. 493.] This fpeeck is. mi&rably executed, both in point 
of elegance and fidelity : but as Pope was not the artift, the reader 
will excufe in me a lefs aunute attention to improprieties. an4, 
defc£ls innumerable : 

For (hould I all recount, the night would fail. 

Unequal to the melancholy tale. 
And excellent refources are left ft> the lovers of beauty^ and pnbf^, 
cifion in Fenton and Cowper. 
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The ghoft returns : O chief of humankind 
For aftive courage and a patient mind ; 500 

Nor while the fea, nor while the tempeft raves^ 
Has fate opprefsM me on the roaring waves ! 
Nor nobly feiz'd me in the dire alarms, 
Of war and flaughter, and the clafli of arms* 
StabM by a rtiurdVous hand Atrides dy*d, 505 
A foul adulterer, and a faithlefe bride ; 
Ev*n in my mirth and at the friendly feaft, 
O'er the full bowl, the traitor flabM his gueft ; 
Thus by the gory arm of (laughter falls 
The fktely ox, and bleeds within the flails 510 
But not with me the direful murther ends, 
Thefe, thefq expired ! their crime, they were my 

friends: 
Thick as the boars, which fbme luxurious lord 
Kills for the feaft, to crown the nuptial board- 
Whea war has thunderM with its loudefl florms. 
Death thou haft feen in all her ghaftly forms ; 5 16 
In duel met her, on the lifted ground. 
When hand to handtheywoundretumfor wound ; 
But never have thy eyes aftonifh'd viewM 
So vile a deed, fo dire a fcene of blood. 520 



Vcr. 507,] Thc.reader may compare book iv. verfc 715. 
V^r. 512.] Thus more literally, and> perhaps, better: 

Their rage inceilant ilaaghter'd all my friends. 
Ver, 519O Thi$. couplet is not accurate, nor equal to the 
merit of the preceding, which are poetical. Homer's meaning 
may be thus exhibited : 

K a 
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Ev'n in the flow of py^ when now ih^ bowl 
Glows in our veins, an4 opens ev'ry fonl. 
We groan, we faiiU ; wi^h blood the ^oopje ii^ dy'd. 
And o^er the pavement floats^ t^e dx^^^^^i^ tid^P^-r-*- 
Her breaft all gore, wit}i lamentable cries^ r 525 
The bleeding innocent CafTafiulr^ ^\^ I . 
Then thoVpale dpath froj^e cold i« ev'ry veiiit 
My fword I %ive to wield, but ^rvc jgEi vaiji j 
Nor did my traitVefe wife thefe ^y^li^s c^oie„ 
Or decently in des^th my limbs c^^npc^e. 5s^ 
O woman, woman, wi^n to ill thy ja^iu4 
Is bent, all 1^11 cw^in^ jf^ (w}^J^, 6^l4 P, .: 
Andfuc^W^smujiel ifv^hal^fe^jf pl^uig)^.^^^^ 
Thra' the fQi^dhpfosp^y^jbcv^ 
Alas ! I hopM, the toils of war ot^^fieo^?, 535 
To meet !(pft <jcdet^ a^^ 
Delu^ve h<j)|De ! Oiwife, tb35 depdft ^rafic ^ 
The p?rji^'d ijexj,; aB4.*^k^\ ^ thfer^ei ' ; ' 
Andi]tvQ^^ poi^rity (^1^ yirti^ 
Name Cl^tein^ieibra, dpeywill cu^^ ^kia^ ;4jp 

Irius (Iread&l fcenc with liorrors ,yet unkaown 
Thine- eye had vicwVfe 
The pathetic pajfta, in; dik fp^^h required 4 b^i;t9i: artift^. . / . 
Ver, 522.] Ratlier, 

; and opens all the foul. 

Ver. 539. And pmil!i f(fimty Me nnrtmus find. 

Name Cytemnifira, tht^ 'will curfe the ifnd,] 
There cannot he a greater fatyr Upon the fair fex thati this wbok 
conference t>etween UlyiTeis aind Agamemnoil. Tereticfe ^'fallen 
into the fentiment with Homer. 

" .£depol^ nae nos aeque fumus.Qinnes invifa ^rii 

" Propter paucas, quse omnes Yadhnt dignse ut videamor malo/^ 
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O injur'd (hade, I cry'd, what mighty woes 
To thy imperial race from woman rofe ! 

But how is this to be reconciled to joiUcej and why fhould the 
innocent fufFer for the crimes of the guilty f We are to take notice, 
that Agamemnon fpeaks with anger> an andi(tingai(hing paiHon^ 
and his words flow from rcfentment, not reafon ; it muft be con- 
feffed that Agamemnon had received great provocation, his wife 
had difhonoured his bed, and taken his life away ; it is therefore 
QO wonder if he flies out into a vehemence of language ; a Poet is 
obliged to follow nature, and give a fiercenefs to the features, 
when he paints a perfon in fuch enK>tions, and add a violence to 
his colonrs. 

It has bera otjedled that Homer, and even Vifgil> were ene^iies 
to the fair^ft part of the creation ; that there is fcarce a good 
chBmQ»f of a woman in either of the poets : but Andromache in 
the Iliad, and Penelope, Arete, and Nauficaa in the OdyiTey, ire 
inftances to the contrary. I muft own I aqi a little at a lofs to 
vindicate Uiyflbs in this place ; he is fpeaking befbre Arete and 
Nauficaa, a queen and her daughter ; and entertains them with a 
fatyr upon their own fex, which qiay appear unpolice, and a want 
of decency ; and be applied by Alcinous as a caution to beware of 
his fpoufe, and not to trufl her in matters c\f importance with his 
fecrets ; for this is the moral that is naturally drawn from the fable. 
Madam Dacier gives up the caufe, and allows the advice of not 
trailing wpme^ to be good ; it comes from her indeed a little tm- 
willinglyi with / will not Jay hut the couufil puiy be right. I for my 
part will allow UlyfTes to be in an hundred faults, rather than lay 
fuch an imputation upon the ladies ; UlyfTes ought to be Qonfider^d 
as having fuffered twenty years calamities for Uiat fex in the caufe 
of Helen, and this poflibly may give a little acrimony to his 
language. He puts it indeed in the mouth of Agamemnon ; but 
the objection returns, why does he chufe to relate fuch a flory 
before a queen and her daughter ? In fhort^ I think they ought to 
have torn him to pieces, as the ladies of Thrace ferved Orpheus. P. 

Ver. 541.— — What mighty ivoes 

T§ thy imperifd race from 'woman roji-/] 
UlyfTes here means Aerope the wife of Atreos, and mother of 
Agamemnon, vho being corrupted by Thyeflea, involved the 
whole JQwly in (he utmofl calamities. Eufiathiui^ P» 
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By woman here thou tread'ft this mournful ftrand. 
And Greece by woman lies a defert land. 

Warn'd by my ills beware^ the fhade replies. 
Nor truft the fex that is fo rarely wife ; 546 

When earned to explore thy fecret breaft. 
Unfold fome trifle, but conceal the reft. 
But in thy confort ceafe to fear a foe. 
For thee (he feels iincerity of woe : 550 

When Troy firft bled beneath the Grecian arms 
She fhonfe unrival'd with a blaze of charms. 
Thy infant fon her fragrant bofbm preft. 
Hung at her knee, or wanton'd at her breaft ; 
But now the years a numerous train have ran ; 555 
The blooming boy is ripen'd into man ; 



Pope in his Elegy : 

What can atone {oh! ever-injur*djhadef) 
Thy fate anpity'd, and thy rites unpaid ? 

And our tranflator here feems to have had his eye on Fenton : 
.^ _ _ — — O ye powers ! by women's wiles 
Jove woiies fure bane to all th' imperial race 
Of Atreus ftill : for Helen's vagrant luft 
Greece meums her ft at es difpeophd. 

The following attempt is literal: 

Ye Gods I fure thundering Jove to Atreus'^ race 
Shews iiate peculiar ; fach their women*s fchemes 
Of old ! In numbers we for Helen fell : 
Thy wife for thee hx diflant wrought this plot. 

Ver. 54S.] A good line ; nor is Ogilby contemptible : 
Nor to thy wife thy fecrets e're reveal ; 
Feed \itx with taltt> bat thy concern conceal. 

Nothing is wanting here> but the polifh of modem harmony. 
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Thy eyes fhall fee him burn with noble fire, 
The fire fhall blefs his fon^ the fon his fire : 
But my Oreftes never met thcfe eyes. 
Without one look the murther'd father dies ; 56^ 
Then from a wretched friend this wifdom leam, 
Ev'n to thy queen difguis*d, unknown, return ; 
For fince of womankind fo few are juft, 
Think all are falfe, nor ev'n the feithful truft. 

But fay, refides my fbn in royal port, 56$ 

In rich Orchomenos, or Sparta*s court ? 
Or fay in Pyle ? for yet he views the light. 
Nor glides a phantom thro* the realms of 
night 

Then I : Thy fuit is vain, nor cai> I fay 
If yet he breathes in realms of chearful day ; $70 



Vcr. 558.] An elegant verfe, but ill pair'd with tamenefs and 
fuperiluity : a rem^k applicable to other couplets in this ipeech, 
nrhich is executed with Tome delicacy^ but no fuiuble fidelity. 

Ver. 565. But fa^y refides my fin '■^ — ] Efiftathins gives us 
the reafon why Agamemnon mentions Pyle, Sparta, and Orcho- 
menos, as places where Oreftes might make his refidence : Sparta 
was under the dominion qf his brother Menelaus : Pyle, of his 
old friend and &ithful counfellof Neftoi- ; and Orchomenos was a 
9ity of gr^t ftrength, and therefore of great fe^urity. VS^o nui^y 
evidently gather from this paiTage what notion the antients hsA 
concerning a future fb^te : ^laniely, xh^i perfous ^ter death were 
entirely ftrangers tp the affiiirs pi this world i fOr Oreftes his fon 
had ilain his murderer i£gyilhus, and reigned in peaceable pof« 
feflion of his dominions ; when Agamemnon is ignorant of the 
^hole tranfadion, and defires UlyfTe^ to give him information. P. 

K4 
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Or pakipr Wan beholds thefe nether (kies i 
Trutli'Jl:reV«re i fqt Wifdom neV^r U0i. 

Thus in a tide of lears our ibrroV/s fl^w^ 
And add Hew ;h0rfour to the f ealmsi of wo^ { 
'Till fide by fide aloiig the dreary coaft J7J 

Advaftj^M Achilles* aiid Patroclus* ghoft ^ 
A friendly pair i near thefe the.* Pylian .Aray'd, 
And tovf'ripg A^, an iUuftrioUs fhade I 



Ver. 572 J Ytfy p^tx kiAiedl Tak^ a Vetbbl tnlnflatidn 4t 
the rpeedtu: ' 

* Atfidcs ! why this quefiion ? Live or dead, 
'tb tde tfaknown : iibt g^od is ratxd^zn fpe^h: 
ivhich Fenton has extended to Jive verfes. 

Vcr. . 576. • — — Achilles*. Ond Patrocluf* ghfifi.} Homer. Icti no 
opportunity paTs of celebrating his hero Achilles, he cannot fail 
tff; awakehki|^^r attention to heat the ilory of this great Inail 
after death, of whom alive we faw fuch wonders. Beiides, the 
Poet pays an honour to true firlchdftlip : the perfon whom Achilles 
\>c^ loved on earth, 15 his chief companion in the other world : 
a VefY ferbha argiiiSifeAt to cultivate friendlhip with fincerity. 
Achmfes here lilierally fulfils what he promifed in the Iliacl, 
If in tlie melancholy ihades below 
THt fltoll<i of friemls, and lovers ceafe to glow. 
Yet mine ihali (acred lafi ; mine undecay 'd 
Buraonthit)' death, and animate my (hade. P. 

Vkr. 577.] Tht fifft claufc of this verfe is an dbvioiis and 
alilioft unttV&iddble rt^fle^lion in Ihis place, but not authodfed by 
Htsttier"^ laiigoftgt, though undtAibtedly d^fign^d by him. So 
i^tOii: 

-^ -*• — -^ — Young Pielcus came. 
With his airociates moft in life belov'd. 
Faithful Patreclus> and th' egregious fon 
Of Ni^hor, great \a arms>. 
I ihidl pncfume to prcfent the reader with a itjort kcuratJi 
♦ Antildchtts. 
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War was bis joy^ And pleasM with loud alarms^ 
None but Prides brightdr ihone in arras. 580 

Thro* the thick gloom his friend Achilles kiiew> 
And as he fpeaks the tears deicend in dew. 

Com'ft thou alive to View the Stygian bounds^ 
Where the win fpefkres w&tk eternal rounds ; 
Nor fear*ft the d^k and difmal wafte to tread^ jg| 
Throng'd with pale ghofts, familiar with the dead ? 

To whom with fighs : I pafs thefe dreadful gates 
To feek the Theban, and coiifult the Fates : 
For ftill diflrefl: I rove from coaft to coaft, 
Loft to my friends, and to my country loft, 590 
But fare the eye of Time beholds no name 
So bleft as thine in all the rolls of fame ; 
AliVe we hail'd thee with our guardian Gods, 
And dead, thou rul'ft a king in theie abodes. 



tranflation of this fpeech^ though the difficulty be encte^fed hy 

reading the execution of another artid. 

Thus we in mutual converfe penfive floods 
While ftrcam'd our eyes the fympathetic flood : 
His ftately (hade Pelides then uprear'd; 
With him his friend, and Neftor's fon, appear'd ; 
Great Ajax too, of all the Graecian name 
In manly grace unpeer'd, but by Achilles' fame. 
Me the fleet warriour's fhade that inftant knew ; 
And from his lips, with fighs, thefe accents flew. 
Ver. 591.] This unufual figure our tranilator borrowed from 

Fenton: 

— -^ -^ — . — but the God$ to yoiur high worth 
Ever pro|ntl9ws, crown their favourite chief 
Withckoicerbleffings, thtLtk tie pi tf' Timt 
Yet &w cooArrM^ Or fiit«rt OmU bebold, 
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' Talk not of ruling in this dolVous gloom, 59$ 
Nor think vain words (he cry'd) can eafe my 

doom. 
Rather I chule laborioufly to bear 
A weight of woes, and breathe the vital air, 
A (lave to fbme poor hind that toils for bread ; $99 
Than reign the fceptw'd monarch of the dead. 



Vcr. 599. AJUmi tofim foor bind thai tMfir hriad% 

Thorn reigH tbtfie^er^d monareb §f ih§ dtad,] 

Nothing fare can give us a more difadvantageoos image of a future 

ftate, than this fpeech which Homer puts into the mouth of (a 

great a hero as Achilles. If the Poet intended to ihew the vanity 

of that deftrudive glory which is purchafed by the fword, and 

read a lediure to all the difbrbers of mankind, whom we abfurdly 

honour as heroes, it muft be allowed he has done i; effednally : 

if this was not his defign, the remark of Pl^to 3 Repub. is not 

without a foundation ; he there profcribes this whole pailage as 

dangerous to morals, and blames the Poet for making Achilles (ay 

he prefers mifery and fervitude to all the honours which the dead 

are capable of enjoying. For what, iays he, can make death 

more terrible to young perfons ? And will it not diipofe them to 

fu^er all calamities to avoid it, deter them from exposing theni* 

feJves to danger, even in defence of their country, and teach them 

to be cowards and ilaves ? Lucian was of Plato's opinion, for he 

mentions this paflage, and ridicules it in his Dialogues. Dacier 

gives a different turn to it, and endeavours to (hew that there is no 

danger of fuch confequences, as Plato draws from it: *' Achilles^ 

*' adds ihe, (peaks direfUy contrary to his deckred fentiments and 

*^ actions, and therefore there is no danger he fhonld perfuade 

*' mankind to prefer fervitude before death, when he himfelf died, 

*^ rather than not revenge his friend Patroclus. Such words which 

'* are contradidled both by the fentiments and actions of him that 

** fpeaks, have on the contrary a very good effeft.'* But I cannot 

come into her opinion ; I will let Achilles anfwer for himfelf out 

of Lucian; '' In the other world I was ignorant, ^ys he, of the 

*' Hate of the dead, I had not experienced the difference between 

'' the two dates, when I preferred a Uttie cinpty glory to life/' 
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But £iy, if ill my fleps my fbn proceeds. 
And emidates his God-like father's deeds ? 
If at the clafh of arms, and fhout of foes. 
Swells his bold heart, his bofbm nobly glows ? 
Say if my lire, the revVend Peleus reigns 605 
Great in his Pthia, and his throne maintains ; 
Or weak and old, my youthful arm demands. 
To fix the fcepter fleadfeft in his hands ? 
O mi^t: the lamp of life rekindled burn, 
And death releafe me from the filent urn ! 610 
This arm that thunder'd o'er the Phrygian plain. 
And fwell'd the ground with mountains of the 

{lain. 
Should vindicate my injur'd father's fame, 
Crufli the proud rebel, and aflert his claim. 



This is an anfwer to what Dacier advances^ for Achilles (peaks 
with experience, and yet prefers mifery and life before glory and 
death. I know not how to vindicate Homer, unkfs it be a vindi- 
cation to fay, that he wrote according to the opinions that anti- 
ently prevailed in the world ; or that like Hercules, while the 
vehicle of Achilles is in this date of horrour, his foul may be in 
heaven; efpecially fince he received divine honours after death, 
as well as Hercules. TidL Nat. Dear. 3. AfypaUa AcbilUm fane- 
tiJ/iMi <oiit, quifiDeus ift, H Orpheus ^ He. P. 

An admirable couplet this ! worthy of Pope himfelf. 
Ver. 60S.] Here he follows Fenton: 

A vaetJt contemn'd old man, ^wanting n^ arm 
To hold bis fceptre firm f that arm ! which erd. 
Warring for Greece, heftrew*d the FbrygioM plains 
With many a prowefs'd knight ! Would heaven reftore ' 
The fame puiflant form, I'd foon avenge 
His injur'd age> trnd re^ajfirt bis claim. 
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Illuftrious (hade, (I cry'd) of Peleus' fetes 615 
No circomftaiice the voice of Fame relates: 
But hear with pleased attention the renown^ 
The wars and wiiikmi of thy gallant ibii : 
With me from Scyros to the field of fame 
Radiant in arms the blooming hero cam^ ^ 
When Greece affembled all her hundred ibtes 
To ripen couniels, and decide debates ; 
Heav'ns ! hdw he charmM us with a flow of 

fenfe. 
And won the heart with manly eloquence ! 
Hb firft was feen of all the peers to rife, 625 
The third in wifdom where they all were wife ; 



Vcr. 616.] A well-tuned ear would prefer, I think, a diiFerent 
arrangement of the words I 

The voice of Fame no circumflance relates. 

Ver. 619.] Some fine verfes follow in this place, embellifiied 
from various paflages of the verfion of the Uiad, 

Ver. 626. The third in nnifdom^ ] I have not ventured tb 

render the Greek literally; Ulyflcs fays that Neoptolemus was fc 
wife, that only he himfelf and Neftor were wifer ; a truth that 
would appear more graceful, if ipoken by any other perfon than 
Ufyiles. But peHiapi the Pdet puts thefe words into his mouth, 
tmly becaufe he is fpeaking to the Phseacians, who loved them- 
felves to boaft, and were fiill of vain-glory ; and conieqtiently 
they could not think felf-praife a cnme in Ulyfles; on the con- 
trary, it could not fail of having a very good efted, ^s it fets hioi 
off as a perfon of confunmiate wifdom. 

The Poet excellently fuftains the ckarader of Achilks in this 
interne w: in the Iliad he is described a dutiful foti^ and always 
exprefling a tender ailefBon for his father Peleus i in the Odyfley 
he is drawn in the&Biefoft coloms^: in tJie Iliad be is reprefemed 
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But when to try the fortune of the day, 
Hoft mov'd towVd hpft in terrible array, 
Before the van, impatiejxt for the fight. 
With martial port he ftrode, and ftern delight ; 630 
H?ap5 ftrew'd on heaps beneath his falchion 

groan'd, 
And monuments of dead deform'd the grouncL 
• The time would fail fhould I in order tell 
What foes were vanquiftiM, and what numbers 

fell: 
How, loft thro* love, Eurypyhis was flain, tf^^ 
And round him bled his bold Cetsean train. 



as a man of a ftrong refentment ; in the 06yffey, ke fif ft imftgines 
that his father fufFers, and upon thiA imagioation he immediately 
takes 6re« and flies into, threats and fury. 

Didys, lib. vi. relates, that Peleus was expulfed from his king- 
dom by Acaftus, but that Pyrrhus the fon of Achilles afterwards 
rereijged the injury. P. 

Ver. 63 1 .] Or thus, with a corredter rhyme : 

Heaps /i/*^ on heaps his faulchion/ai0<ztfVar«ifiiii/. 

Ves. 6^5. How, hfi tM kvi, Etuyfyiit/ fvas JlaiM.] ' It muft 
be owned tha( this paflkge is very intricate: Strabo himfelf conv- 
jilaia* of its obfcurity : the Poet (fays that author) nuher pra- 
pofis an tf ff^atvB, than a clear hiftory : for who are thoTe Cetsean^, 
and wh^ are thefe pnfints of imominf And adds, that the-granv- 
jn^naof darke<i, inftead of clearing .the.Cibicurity. But it is no 
difficiihy to folve ti^fe obje£tions from Euftathius. 

It 10 evident ff om Strab6 himfelf, that Eurypylus feigned near 
the river CaicU8> over the Myflans, and Pliny confines it to 
Twithrai^s:; this agrees with what Ovid writes, Metaml ii. , 

** — — Teuthnrnteeofque Cakos.'* . 
And Virgil fhews us that Caicus was a river of Myfia, Georg.iv. 
'' Saxofumque fonans Hypanis, Myfufque Catcus.^ 
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To Troy no hero came of nobler line. 
Or if of nobler, Memnon, it was thine. 



Bat what relation has Caicus to the Cetacans ? Hefychius inforBif 
us, that they are a people of Myfia^ To called from the river 
Cetium, 'which runs through their country; Kvntoh ^Ivo^ Mvo'Sh, 
av^ tS vappioiloi volufiS Knrtof. This river difcharges itfelf into 
tfic CaTcus, and confequently the Cetseans were Myfians, ovcsr 
whom Eurypylus reigned, (t would be endlefs to tranibribe tlie 
different opinions of writers cit;^d by Euilathius ; fome read the 
verfe thus : 

Xirttot xlf tyovlo yvpMxut, tltmx ^uptif. 

Then the meaning will be. How they feU far from their mnans^ 
for the fake of a reward \ that is, for their pay from Hedlor, who, 
as it appears from the Iliad» taxed the Trojans to pay the auxili- 
aries, one of whom was Eurypylus. Others think the word figni- 
fies^ Great offlature, and in this fenfe we find it nfed in the firft 
Jinc of the fourth Odyffey. 

But I have followed the firft opinion, as appearing mod probable 
and natural. 

But how are we to explain the fecond objeAion, or yvteunm 
%ln»a ^v(up ? Some (fays Euilathius) underHand the expreffion as 
applied to Neoptolemus^ and not Eurypylus ; namely, Eurypylus 
and his foldiers fell by means of the gif^s of women ; that is, 
Neoptolemus was led to the war by the promife of having Her- 
mione in marriage, the daughter of Menelaas, which promife 
occafioned the death of Eurypylus^ by bringing Neoptolemus to 
the fiege of Troy. Others underftand it to be fpoken of a golden 
vine, fent by Priam to his fifter Aftyoche the mother of Eurypylus, 
to induce her to perfnade her fon to undertake this expedition to 
Troy^ where he was flain by the (on of Achilles ; this vine was 
(aid to be given to Tros the father of Priam by Jupiter, as a re- 
compence for his carrying away his fon Ganymede to be his cupi^ 
bearer ; but this is too much a fable to be followed. Others more 
probably aifert, that Priam had promifed one of his daughters to 
Eurjrpylus, to engage his afllilance in the war $ and this agrees 
rery well with Homer's manner of writing in many places of the 
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When Ilion in the horie receivM her doom^ 
And unfeen armies ambufh'd in its womb ; €40 
Greece gave her latent warriours to my care, . 
'Twas mine on Troy to pour th* imprifon'd war: 
Then when, the boldeft bofom beat with fear, 
AVhen the ftern eyes of heroes dropped a tieir ; 
Fierce in his look his ardent valour giow'd, 645 
Rufli'd in his cheek, or lally'd in his blood ; . 
Indignant in the dark recels he ftands, 
Btnts for the battle, and the war demands ; 
His voice breath'd de»th, and with a martial air 
He grafjp'd his fwc^rd, and (hook his glitt'ring 
(pear.; 6jo 



niad ; and there is a great refemblance between £ar/|>ylus in the 
Odyffej said Othiyoneos in the Iliad, lib. xiii. 461. 

CafTandra's love he fought, with boafts of powV, 
And promised conqucft was the profFer'd dow'r. 

Spondanus cites a paflage from Didtys, lib. iv. that very well 
explains thefe difficulties : Inter qua tarn lata, {ttimirum mertem 
^cbilUsi Cffr.) Priamo fuptr^enit nuncius Eurypylum Telepbifilium tx 
fidjifia adventan, quern rex ^lultis antea illeSum fratniis, ad pifirt» 
wuan ohiatione CaJJandra confirmaverat, addiderat etiam aunam 
vitem, i^ ob id per populos memoroBitem, P. 

Ver. 637.] This couplet wants nothing but fidelity alafs ! to 
inakt it delicately beautiful. Thus his author ; 

In form exa^i, and comelinefs, and grace* 
Excell'd alone by Memnon's heavenly facp. 

Ver. 650.] So Fcnton : 

— — -^ but grafping fierce 

His fpear and faulchion, for the combat grew 
Impatient. 
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And when the Gods our ams witfa conqueft 

crown'd^ 
When Troy's proud bulwarks fmdk'd ^pon the 

ground^ 
Greece to reward her ibldier^s fafiimt toils 
Heap*d high bis navy with unoun^r 'd ipoik. 

Thus great in glory from the din of war 6^^ 
Safe be retur n'd, without one hoftiie fear ; 
Tho' Ipears in iron tempefts rained around^ 
Yet innocaat they f^ay*d, and guildefs of a wound« 
While yet i (poke, the Ihade with trslnfport 

glow*d, 
Rofe in his majefty and nobler trod ; 660 

With haughty ftalk he f&a^ the diftant glades 
Of warriour kings, and join'd th* illuftrious (hades» 

Now without number ^oft by ghoft arofe, 
All wailing with unutterable woes. 



Vcr. 65S.] TUb is taken from a verfe in the^ Iliad, ir. 633. 
And fwords around him innocently plity : 
nor have other beautiful expreffions in this fpeech any other origin' jf 
which to inveftigate to their reipedive Aations, were a work of 
minute and ignoble diligence. 

Ver. 659.]. The rhyme is inaccurate ; otherwife, this pailage, 
which is incomparably noble and fublime in the Greek, is not 
meanly executed. I like Chapman, however, better : 
This made the foul of fwift Achilles tread 
A march of glorie, through the herbie mead» 
For joy to heare me (b renowne his Ton > 
And vaniiht ftalking. 
Ver. 664.] Or, with more fidelity : 

All wailing, ea^er all tc tell their woes. 
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Alone, apart; in difcontented mood 665 

A glootey (hade, the fuUen Ajax flood ; 
For ever fed with proud difdain he pin'd. 
And the loft arms for ever ftung his mind ; 
Tho* to the conteft Thetis gave thte laws, 
And Pallas, by the Trojans, judg'd the caufe. 670 



Vtt.6e6.] Of, 

With folien 'wraih^ the ihade tf Ajax itodd. 

Vcr*668j Thus? 

JcbilUf* anns ftill ranUtd tu liis minJ* • 

Vcn 669/' Tho* to the conteft Thetis gave the lawt^ 

/: j^^nd PedUui fy'the Trojans, jud£d the eauft.] 
There are l^^p^ paijdculars which want explication in diefe verfetf : 
how did Theti$ give the law to the conteft between Ajax and 
Ulyflcs? aftd' how could the Trojans be made judges to deter- 
mine between two Grecian heroes ? Thetis the mother ,0f Achillea 
was a Goddefs^ and out of honour to her, the chiefs of the Grecian 
army prbpofed tlre^arms of her fon as a reward to themoft wdrthy^ 
and poetiy).,^ ^ve a magnificence to the ftory, introduces tkt 
Goddefs as ading^ in perfon what is done upon her account. 
Thetis may' jitopcriy be faid to be defux>us that the memory of 
her fonihpfld >e hononred;' and Ho.mer. to exprefe this defirt 
poetically, tells u^ it }vas the sl&. of that Goddefs, to propofe the 
arms of Achilles as a re^^ra^rd to the moft worthy of" the Grecian 
heroes. ^ . 

The fecond difficulty b fully explained by Euftathius : Agamem- 
non finding it an invidious afBiir to give the preference to any one 
of the GrtciaK heroes, and being willing to avoid the reproach 
of partia^ty,€omnianded the<Trojan prifoners to be broug;ht be- 
fore the iKtholei^nny, and aiked from which of the two heroes, 
Ajax or Utyflcs, they had'received the greater detriment; they 
immediately repHed from UlyiTes ; thus the Trojans adjudged. the 
•caufe. The Feet^dds, that this was done by Minerva ; that is, 
vthe fiiair wa^' cdndii£ted with wifdom* the reful; of which in 
poetry is ufually afcribed to the Godded of it ; and no doubt bat 

YoL. JU... ;j L 
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O why was I vi£korious in. the ftrife ;. ;. 
O dear-bought honour with;fQ brave a life! . 
With him the flrength of war, th^.foldierspridc. 
Our fecond hope to great Achilles dy'd ! — 
Touch'd at the fight from tears I fearce re« 
frain^ . : • 4n 

And tender forrow thrills in ev^ry vein ; 
Penfive and fad I ftand, at length accoft. 
With acceiits mild th' inexorable ghoft. 

Still burns thy rage ? and can brave fouls rcfent 
Ev'n after death ? Relent, great fliade, relent ! 
Perifli thofe arms which by the Gods decree 68 1 
Accurs'd our anny with the lofe of thee 1 
With thee we fell; Greece wept thy haple^ 

fates; 
And (hook aftonifh'd thro* her hundred ftates ; , 
Not more, when great Achilles preft the ground^ 
And breath'd his manly {pirit thro' th^ woujid. $a6 
O deem thy fall not owM to man*s decrw^ 
Jove hated Greece, and puhifhM Greece in theet 



tlie' Goddefs of wiTdoBX nmik always prefer wirdbot to aiei^ 
valour, or an Ulyffes to an Ajax. This decifu>ft b it lated in a 
very difFerenc manner by other Poets; iil pamcttlar^ b^fOvid m 
Im Met^unorpkofi* ; bat Lucian' in his Dialoguei 4gr«fft «rkb 
Homer in every point very circumftantially > and i^OJ^fequtatly, 
with fome obicority ; but wl»t I have here &&ili%:fQ«9Jhl^^ 
dialogue pf Laciasi^ as well as this pafl&ge of HiMeiv .• E. 

Ver. 67$.] This, is enormoufly paraphraHkal^ to UtiBt kta 
/h^ff lints a fin^everfeofhiaaathori .f .3''.; 

Him then with foothin^ words I thus befpake,:^ * * «' 
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Turn then, oh peaceful turn, thy wrath controul. 
And calm the raging tempeft of thy ibuL 690 
While yet I fpeak, the fliade difdains to ftay. 
In filence turns, and fuUen ftalks away. 



Vcr. 690.] So Fenton : 

Approacki and af&ble to me rouchfafe 
Mild audience, calming thy tempeftuous rage. 

This fpeech is very well done^ in a manner creditable to the 
taile and ingenuity of our tranflator. 

Ver. 691. — ^ — The pade difitaims to fta^^ 

In filence turns t and fuUen ftalkt anpay.l 
This filencp of Ajax was very much admired by the antients, 
and Longintts propofes it as an inftance of the true fublimity of 
thought^ which fprings from an elevatipn of foul, and not from 
the didion ; for a man may be truly fublime without fpeaking a 
word : thus in the iilence of Ajax there is fomething more noble^ 
than in any thing he could poflibly have fpoken. Moniieur Rapin 
agrees with Longinus : the ftubbom untradable Ajax ((ays that 
author) could not have made a better return to the compliments 
full of fubmiffion which were paid him by UlyfTes, than by a dif- 
dainful and contemptuous Alence : Ajax has more the air of gran- 
deur and majefty^ when he fays nothing, than when the Poet 
makes him fpeak, Virgil was feniible of the beauty of it, and 
paints Dido in the attitude of Ajax. Fraguier infinitely prefers 
the filence of Dido to that of Ajax ; fhe was a woman difappointed 
in love, and therefore no wondec if fhe was greatly paffionat^, 
and funk under the weight of the calamity ; but Ajax was a hero« 
and ought to have fieed himfelf by his courage from fuch an un- 
worthy degree of rfeftntment. But to me there appears no weight 
in this objedlion: we muft remember what an hero Ajax is, a 
four, ftubbom, untra£hible hero $ and upon all occafions given to 
taciturnity ; this is his . univ^rfal and notorious chancer through 
the whole Iliad: jthe Potft therefore adapts his defcription to it, 
and he is the fame Ajax in tjb^e Odyfley as he was in the J^iad. 
Had this fa^een {polc^ of ^ii^.pcher hero, ,the criticifm had been 
fipr? j^^i^ in, AM. tiu5 ftiibbiQriifilen<;e ia proper and ppblc. P, 
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Touch'd at his four retreat, thro* deepeft night. 
Thro' hell's black bounds I had purfu'd his flight. 
And forc'd the ftubborn fpedre to reply ; 695 
But wond'rous vifions drew my curious eye. 
High on a throne tremendous to behold, 
Stern Minos waves a mace of burnifh'd gold ; 
Around ten thoufand thoufand Ipeftres ftand 
Thro' the wide dome of Dis, a trembling band. 
Still as they plead, the fatal lots he rolls, 701 
Abfolves the juft, and dooms the guilty fouls. 

There huge Orion of portentous fize, ' 
Swift thro' the gloom a giant-hunter flies ; 



Vcr. 696.] A loan from Fcnton : 

— but I tefrain'd. 

For other 'vifions drenv my curious eye* 
Ver. 700.] This alfo is from Fen ton : 

— — — trembling whilft he weighed 
Their pleaded reafon. 
Ver. 701. Still as they plead — — ] The exprcffion in the 
Greek is remarkable, "H/aiwi, irooTi? n ; that is, *f (landing and 
" fitting ;'* this is to be referred to different perfons ; the ifoorfc 
were the ovi^ixora*, or perfons who pleaded the caufc of the guilty 
or innocent before the infernal judges: the nfwm were the perfons 
for whom they pleaded, or thofe who were ^famt to receive judg- 
ement. I doubt not but this was a cuftom o^fe^ed in the coasts 
of judicature in the days of Homer. Euftathiusm P% 

Dryden, at the parallel paflage, ^n. vi. .584. 
Round, in his urn, tbi blended balls he rolls, 
Abfolmes the juft, and dooms the guiltffiuls. 
Yet, 703. — — Orion of portentous fixe^ 

S<wift thro* the gkom d gia»t»(mHter JUis.^ 
The diverfion of this infernal hunter may fe^ ettraordinarf \h 
pMrfuing the (hades of beafts ; iwt^ tt was ^e opinion of the 9S&h 
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A J)ond'rous mace of brafi with direful fway 705 
Aloft he whirls, to crufli the favage prey ; 



ents, that the fame paOions to whkh men were iubjefl on earth 
continued with them in the other world ; and their ihades were 
liable to be aiFedled in the fame manner as their bodies : thus we 
fi'equently fee chem ihedding tears, and Sifyphus fweats in rolling 
the ilone up the mountain. Virgil, 

** Stant terra defixae hafts, paflimque foluti 
** Per campos pafcuntur equi, quas cura nitentes 
*' Pafcere equos, eadem fequitur tellure repoftos/' 
And again, 

— — " Curae non ipsa in morte relinquunt.'' 

I cannot but be of opinion that Milton has far furpaffed both the 
Greek and the Roman Poet, in the defcription of the employment 
of the fallen angels in hell, as the ideas are more noble and fuit* 
able to the charadlers he defcribes. 

Part on the plain, or in the air fublime 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend. 
As at th* Oljrmpian games or Pythian fields : 
Part curb the fiery fteeds, or fhun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form. 
Others with vaft Typhsean rage more fell 
Rend up both rocks, and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind : Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 
— — — — — Others moye mild 
Retreated in a filent valley,' fing 
With notes angelical to many an harp. 
Their own heroick deeds — — 
The fong was partial, but the harmony 
Sufpended Hell, and took with raVifhflient • 
The thronging audience, &c. P, 

Our Poet is much indebted to Fenton, whofe execution of this 
pafiage is very mafterly, and will gratify the reader : 

— -^ — Of portentous Jixe 

Orion next I viewed : a brazen mace 
Invincible he bore, in fierce purfuit 

Of thofe huge mountain famages hie fleWj . 
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Stern beafls ill trains that by his truncheon felly 
Now grifly forms, (hoot o'er the lawns of hell/ 
There Tityus large and long, in fetters bound, 
0*erlpreads nine acres of infernal ground ; 719 

While habitant of earth ; whoTe grtjfy firms 
He urg'd in chace the flowery mead along. 
Ver. 709. Tbirg Tttjus — — ] It is needlefs to mention that 
Virgil has adoriied his defcent into hell with moil of thefe fables 
borrowed At>m Homer; it is equally unnecefiary to relate what 
antiquity fays of thefe fabled perfons^ and their hiftories ; but 
the moral of them all is obferved by Euilathius, and fully 
explained by Lucretius, which I will lay together from Mr. Dry- 
den's tranilation. 

-^ *— The difmal tales that poets tell 
Are ▼erify'd on earth, and not in hell ; 
No Tantalus looks with a fearful eye. 
Or dreads th' impending rock to crufh him from on high ; 
No Tityus, torn by vultures, lies in hell. 
Nor could the lobes of his rank liver fwell 
To that prodigious ma{s> for their eternal meaL 
But he's the Tityus, who, by love opprefs'd. 
Or tyrant-paflion pr«qying on his breafl. 
And ever anxious thoughts, is robb'd of reil. 
The Sifyphus is he, whom noife and ilrife 
Seduce from dl the foft retreats of life. 
To vex the government, diilurb the laws : 
Drunk with the fumes of popular applaufe. 
He courts the giddy crowd to make him great. 
And fweats and toils in vain, to mount the fov 'reign feat. 
For^ill to aim at pow'r, and ilill to fail. 
Ever to ftrive, and never to prevail. 
What is it but in reafon's true account. 
To heaVe the ftone againfl the rifing mount ? 
I will only add the reafon from Eudathius, why Tityus was fabled 
to be the fon of the earth ; it Vas from his being immerfed in 
worldly cares, and from his centering all his affedions upon the 
earth, as if he had fprung from it ; this is alluded to by the 
expreffion sf ifMw ly ^ATi^tf . Spondanus gives us another reafon; 



I 



Two rdv'nous wltui^ra, furious ior kheic fbod^ : 
Scream o'fertbeo^d^iaad licit ia fais bloody 
fncdIluM gore tbe Uii^ in k^ 
Th' imiatociial liver gmsvsjjstnd ^.ksii^ kmnortal 



%iara being pregnant by Jupiter, he to avoid the jealody of Juno 
cqnccakd her in a cavern of t)>c ^oaith, where Tityi$ licing bonu 
is ftbled to be the Ton of the earth : he addsj that the fidtion pf 
his toventig nine a?ires» arofe froth that fp^ce of grbund which 
was enclofed for his place of bunil.. iParhi^s the tftory of TaAtabu 
was invented folely to paint the nature of a covetous perfon, who 
ftarves aniidft plenty^ like Tantaliis in the midft of water. Thus 
Hprace applies it. Satyr i* v. 70. 

" Tantalus a labris fitiens fugienda a^piat 
' '^ Flttmitia. Quid rides ? mutato nomine de te 
** f abuhi narratur. Con^Aems undiqiSle laccis 
" Indonnis inhians, & tanquam parcere iacria 

*' Cogeris" ' P. 

This paragraph owes confiderable obligation to Dryden> as the 
reader will difcover ; Mn. vi. 804. 

There Tityus was to fee, who took his birth 
From heaven ; his nurfing fenn the foodful earth. 
Here his gigantic limbs, with large eiobrace, 
IftfiU nim aqres of inftrfud fiacg ; 
.A ravineus 'wtltmn in his open'd fide 
Her crooked beak and cruel talons tij'd : 
Sdll for the growbg liver digg'd his bviofi } 
The growing liver Ml fnpply *d the fe^^ 
Still are his entrails fruitful to their pains : 
Tk* iaqaortal hunger laftst tb* immort^ food rmoitSn 
Yer. 7 f 2.] This y^rfe is highly fpirited and poetictl. Gray ; 

The ^imiih'd ^gle^rr«i9ir/, aiui paiies by. . 
Vcr,7i3.] SoFcnton: 

-^ -^ -— — — - ^— and with beaks 
For ravine bent, unintermiiting goar^d 
, : tiiiU'virn . . . . ' 

li 4 - ..•' ^ • ■• \%' ' 



tS9. .HOMER'S ODYSSEY, ^oor ». 

For ad o^erPztiopc^s ehamell'd plains o ^i; 

Latona joumey'd to the Pythian fanes, . ; 
With haughty love th' audacious monfter ftrove 
To force 'the G6dde&,. and to rival Jove. ! 

There Tantalus along the Stygian- bounds 
Pours out deep groan&iy^witiU groans all hell re* 
founds) 710 

.Ev*n in the circling floods refrefhment craves. 
And pines with thirfl: amidft a fea of waves : 
When to the water he his lip applies, 
Back from his lip thb treach'rous water flies.^. 
Above, beneath, around his haplefs head, yij 
Trees of all kinds delicious fruitage Spread ; 
There figs Iky-dy'd, a purple hue difclofe. 
Green looks the olive, the pomegranate glows. 
There dangling pears exalted fcents unfold. 
And yellow apples ripen into gold ; 730 



Vcr. 719.] The diftion of this paragraph is moil happily 
precife and elegant in the original ; and Mr. Cowper has fucceeded 
in giving a rery juil idea of the phrafeology to an Englifh reader* 
His verfion 13 highly commendable here. 

Ver, 722.] Our Poet treads in the fteps of Fentbn : 
' •— . — ^ >-, .1*^ yet with affli^ve drought 
IncefCint fines, while ever as he bows • 
To fip refrefliment, from his parching thirft 
Tie guileful water glides, 
Ogilby's verfion conveys a better notion of Homer's language : 
Who thirfty, oft as he defired to drink. 
Dry fands appear^ and fwelling billows fhrink 
3eneath his feet. 
Ver. 729.] Compare with this and vcrfe 730. w, 147 and 149 
f f book vii. 
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The fruit he ftrivw to feize : biit blafts arife^ 
Tofe it on high, and whirl it to the Ikicsi 

I turn'd my eye, and as I tum'd fiirvey'd 
A mournful vifion ! the Sifyphiari (hade ; 
With many a weary ftep, and many a groan^ 755 
Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ftone ; 



Vcr. 732.] A beautiful line, but not without Penton: 
^'^.^-^/^*T''^ 'tijhgn hetriestofeipu 
Tkc copious fruitage fair, a fudden guft 
Whirls It aWof amid th* incumbent gloom. 

Vcr. 736. Vf the high, hill hi hiavis a huge round ft one. 1 This 
is a very remarkable inftance of the beauty of Homer's verfifi- 
cation ; it is taken notice of by Euftathius, but copioUfly e^tptaliMxl 
' by Dionyfius Halicamaflus, in his treatifc of placbg of wordi. ' 

Auav otvu a^ta'Kt — — • 

Here (fays Dionyfius) we fee in the choice and difpofition of the 
words the fadl which they defcribe ; the weight of the ftone, and 
the ftriving to heave it up the mountain : to eifeft this. Homer 
clogs the verfe with fpondees or long fyllables, and leaves the 
vowels open, as in Xaa>, and in aw wO^nci, which two words it is 
impoflible to pronounce without hefitation and difficulty ; the very 
words and fyllables are heavy, and as it were make refiftance in 
the pronunciation, to exprefs the heavinefs of the ftone, and the 
<fiificulty with which it is forced up the mountain. To give the 
Ehgliih reader a faint image of the beauty of the original in tKc 
tranflation, I have loaded the verfe with moQofyllables, and 
thefe almoft all begin with -afpirates. 

Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ftone. 
Homer is no lefs happy in defcribing the mftiing do^n of die 
. ftone from the top of the mountain. 

Is it not evident, (continues Dionyfius) that the fwiftnefs of the 
verfe imitates the celerity of the ftone in its defcent ; nay, that 
th% yerife runawith the greater rapidity? What is thccaufe:af 



The hQgft ftriitodlflme itMtiiig widi a bounds ^ 
Thuadeis impttubtks Aiwa^-^ttd fmokes alobg^ 

grouiidL :; 
Again the relUds ciH> his toil renews^ : v 

Dui^r mounts m clouds^ and fweat ddbendi in 

dews. f r^ 

Now I the ftrength of Hercules behold, 
A towVing ipe&e of gigantick mould, 
A ihadowy form ! for high in heav Vs abodes • 
Himfelf refides, a God among the Gods ; 



dib ? It i< becanfe there is not one monofyllable in the line, and 
Iwt two diflyilablei, ten of the fyllables are ihort, and *not one 
ipondee in it, except one that could not be avoided at the con- 
dofion of it; there is no hiatus or gap between word and word, 
no vowels left open to retard the celerity of it : the whole feems 
to be but oae word, the fyllables melt into one another, and flow- 
away with the utmoft rapidity in a torrent of dadtyls. I was too 
feniiUe of the beauty of this not to endeavour to imitate it, 
though unfuccefsfully : I have therefore thrown it into thci fwift- 
nefs of an Alexandrine, to make it of a more proportionaUe 
number of fyllables with the Greek. 

I refer the reader for a fuller explication of thefe verfes to 
Dionyiius. , P. 

Yen 737.} The phrafe rtfidting tvkh a hound \& intoleraUe. 
The next line refemhles one of Dryden's at xht third book of 
Lucretius: ■ .. 

Which urg'd, and labour'd, and foic'd up with pain. 
Recoils, and rowls impetuous down^, t$ndJkokes along the plain. 

Ver. 743. -r — Hercules, ajbadeeuyfqrm^li This is the paffiige 
formerly referred to in thefe annotations, .to prove that Hercules 
was in heaven, while his (hade was in the infernal regions ; a full 
evidence of the partition of the human compofition into three 
parts: the body is buried in the earth; the image or iTAi^y 
^ defcends into Uie regions of the departed ; and the foul, or die 
divine part of man, is received into heaven: thus the body of 
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Tbere in the bii^ afiemblies of the^&ks^ 74$ 
He nedar qtsaS^ and Hebe <:rowii8 his joy6, ^ 
HcrehovVingghofb^ like fowl, his fliadefurroundt 
And clang their pinions with terrifick found ; 
Gloomy as night he ftands, in aft to throw 
Th* aerial arrow from the twanging bow. 7J0 
Around his breaft a Wond'rous zoneis rollM, 
Where woodland monfters grin in fretted gold^ 
There fullen lions ftemly fecm to roar. 
The bear to growl, to foam the tulky boar. 
There war and havock and deftruftion ftdod, 7J5 
And vengefiil murther red with human blood. 
Thus terribly adom'd the figures ihine. 
Inimitably wrought with Ikill divine. 



Httdilef was confumed in the ilaBies> his image is in hell, and 
ids foiil in heaven. There is a beautifai moral couched in the 
§Mc of his being married to Hebe, or youth, after death : to 
imply* that a perpetual youth, or a reputation which never grows 
M, is the reward of thofe heroes, who like Hercules, employ 
their courage for the good of human-kind* . .P^ 

So Fenton : 

I laft the vifionary femblanee viewed 
Of tietdtilts, a Jifiutow; firm. 
y«r. 74S.] So Kis coadjutor: - 

.— -^ -^ With tifrific tUmg » 

Surrounding ghoib, likefi^l, the region wing^ 
Vexatious, while the threatening imagey^^ff^/, 
' G/#^i#|«b;^^/, from his bent hattle«U>W 
. If^.a^ to let ib* i^rial arrow fly, . , . . : 

Athwart his brtaft.amiliUry zone 
Dreadfiilhe wore; <iv>^«jr^ff«Viv;^/fi/^i^^" »-^ •• 
i ^ .Kirim.'woodkmdfimages^X' 

Ver, 758. Inimitably nnrwght withfeiU dtvimJ] Thia.verfcis 
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The tm^ty ghoft advancM with awful look, ■ 
And turhihg his grim Vliage, {^cmky fpoke. jf6 



aot Without obfcurity ; fioftathius gives US' feveral inteipretatibns 
of it. 

The negative fiip by being repeated^ feems (o be redundant; and 
this in a great meafure occafions the difficulty ; but in the Greek 
language two negatives more ftroAgly d^y ; this "being premifitf, 
we may read the verCe as if the former (av were a^ent» and then 
the meaning will be, ** He that .made thb zone, never made any 
«' thii^ cqSd to it,^ as if Wc fhoiild fay, that Phidias who made 
ihe ftatue tf Jupiter ntfver .nf^^c any other Hatue like it ; that if, 
lie' employed the whole. ppwer^ of his ikill upon it. Others under- 
iland the verfe as ah' execration : Obfu^tfi mv&'mt^ th$ band^tbat 
-modi it, mah atQ thii^^^ga^ fo jIfnrihU, of. tpu xouei and this wfll 
give fome reafon . for tjie repetition of the negative particles. 
Dacier approves of this latter explication, ahd moralizes upon it$ 
It proceeds (fays ihe) (tQVl a tender fentiment of humanity in 
TJlyifes, who wifties that there may never more be occaiion for 
Tuch a defign, as the artid executed in this belt of Hercules : that 
there may be no more giants to conquer, no nmre monfters to 
tame, nor no more human blood to be fhed. I wiih that fuch a 
pious and well natured explication were to be drawn from the 
paflage ! But how is it pofllble that the artift who made this zona 
ihould ever make another,, when he. had been in his grave fome 
centuries ? (for fuch a diftance there was between the days: of 
Hercules and Ulyfres';) ahd confequently it would be impertinent 
to wilh it. I have therefore, followed the former ifiCeipretation. 
X will only add, that this belt pf Hercules is the reverfe of the 
girdle of Venus ; in that; there is a colle£lion of every thing that 
IS amiable \ in this, a variety of horrours ; but both are mailer-^ 
pieces in ^ir kind. • , P. 

The words of Homer, fb little underflood by his tranflators, 
are extremely plain, and may be thus rendered nferhatim : ** The 
'' artift, who rankt that belt in the number of his performances^ 
^* had no need to give, not^ even a fingle fpecimen of his (kill 
•• befides." Why? becaufc this only would demonftrate him 
pte-eminent in his art. 
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O exercised in grief] by:arts^reiin'd ! 
O taught to bear the wranj^ of. bafe inankmd J« . 
Such) fiiu:h was.PhftiUitbft frojxL 
Whije in. yoiar; world I drew. tfxb. vital air ! 
Ev'n I wlM>/frdmil^e Lord of: thunders role, 76]; 
Bore toils and dangers, ^ja. weight of Woea; ' 
To a bafe monarch fUll a^ve confin'd, 
(The hardeft bondage to a genVous mind !) 
Down to thefe worlds I trod the diimal way, 769 
And dragg'd the thrce-mouth'd dog to upper day; 
Ev'n hell I conquered, thro' the friendly aid 
Of Maia's offspring and the martial Maid. 



Vcr. 761.] Thus Fenton : 

O exercised in griefs illullrious fon 

Of good laertes ! 
Vcr, 762.] Thus Pope, in a paffage of fuperlatlvc magnifi- 
cence; Imitations of Horace, epift. ii. i. 16. 

Closed their long glories with a figh, to find 

Th* unwilling gratitude of bafe mankind. 
Vcr. 764.] Homer (ays, 

beneath the folar raya : 

but Fenton, in Virgilian phrafe : 

— — -r — what time / hnath^d 

Ethereal draught. 
• Vei:* 769. Dmvn to thefe worlds I trod the difinal 'waj^'\ Nothing 
ca|i be more artfully inferted than the mention of this defcent of 
Hercules into the regions of the dead ; Ulyfies ihews by it at ]^ail 
that it was a yulg^ opinion, and confequently within the degrees 
iof poetical probalxl^ty; a Poet being at liberty to follow commoA 
£imc : in particular, it could not fail of having a fi^l efFed upon 
^ Phseacian auditor^i i^t only as it in fome meafure fets him 
«pon a level with Ifercales, i>ut as it is. an example of alike 
lundertaking with this^ ytJm^ he has been relating, and therefore 
: a probable m^od to gaiu (bek bctUef of i(. Euftathins. P, 
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Thus He^ nor deigned for b^r reply to ifciyy 
Blif irohiixig ib]k!d mth giantHffaidte away.. ; x ' 

Ciiinou8 tu Yiiew^ thb^kiiigs dflantient .day$^ 77^ 
The iriighty dead that-Kvd in cndtefe praife,:V ' " 

The God-like Thefebs,. and Perithous' fliade 3 T 



Vcr; 5^7 j.] Homer fays only, 

Mt fpake, and vent to Pluto's damn 9gain ; ,'^f' 

bat our Ppet amplifies upon Fenton : 

— ■ *— -^ — -^ then fwithout reply 
. JTo Pluto's court majeftic he wtir'i . 

Vcr. .777. — — And haflj bad/urvey^d 

The God-like Tbefeus ] ^ ' 

Plutarch in his life of Thefens informs ns, that this verfe has been 
thought not genuine ; but added to the OdyfFey in honour of the 
Athenians by Pififtratus. 

The Poet fhews us that he had (till a noble fund of invention, 
and had it in his power to open new fcenes of wpnder and enter- 
tainment ; but that this infernal epifode might not be too long, he 
Ihifts the fcene : the invention of the Gorgon, which terrifies him 
from a longer abode in thefe realms of darknefs, gives a probable 
reafon for his immediate return, Euftathius informs us from 
Athenxus, that Alexander the Midian writes in his Hiftory of 
Animals, that there really was a creature in Lybia, which the 
Nomades called a gorgon; it refembled a wild ram, or as fome 
affirm a calf ; whofe breath was of fuch a poifonous nature, as to 
kill all that approached it : in the fame region the catoblepton is 
found, a creature like a bull, whofe eyes are fo fixed in the head 
as chiefly to look downward; Pliny calls it catoblefas, lib. viil. 
cap. 21. which is likewife fuppofed to kill with its eyes; tke 
gorgon (proceeds Athenaus) has its hair hanging over its tyt» 
down from the forehead, of fuch thicknefs that it fcarce is able ta 
remove it, to guide itfelf from danger; but it kills not by its 
breath, but with emanations darted from its eyes : the beaft was . 
well known in the time of Marius, fot certain of his foldielrs^ 
feeingit, miftook it for a wiM fheelp, ahd puHTued to take it % b*t 
the hair being removed ^ by the «KMaMi' pf^tis flying. It flew aU 
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But iwarins of 4>^dines ro& from deepeft heU, 
With bloodlefs vifage, and with hideous jeU^^tb 
They icream^ they fhriek ; fad/groans and dilmal 
. ibunds .u . 

Stun my fcar'd ears, and pierce hell's utmoft bounds. 
No more my heart the difmal din fuftains, 
Aa4 my cold blood hangs ihiv'ring in my VQJns ; 
Left Gorgon rifing from th* infernal lakes, ygj 
With horrours arrpi'd, and curls of hifling fhakes. 
Should fix me, ftifFen'd at the monftrous fight j- 
A ftony image, in eternal night I 
Straight from the direful coaft to purer air 
I ipeed my flight, and to my mates repair* grgQ 



iq^>w]ioiii it looked : at Fength the Nomades, who knew the 
nature of the beaft, deftroyed it with darts at a diftance, and canied 
it to the general M^rius. Howfoever little truth there be ip this 
llory, it is a fiiffiqient ground for poetkal £yl^ons« and .all>the £ibles 
that are afcribed to the gorgon. P, 

Ver, 779.] The ten following verfes arc excellent, but dilated 
from/our only of his original : 

But tribes, meanwhile, innumerous of ghofts 
Swarm with dread ihrieks : then me pale horror ieiz'd. 
Left from her realm grim Proferpine fhould fend 
Againft me, the dire monfter's gorgon head. 
Vcr. 787.] Fenton thus : 

— — — fore difmay'd 

Left Proferpine fhould fend Medufa, curfJ 
With fnaky locks, to /"a: tne in her realm 
Sttf with gorgonian horror. 
Ver. 789. — — To purer air 

Ifpeed my flight. ] 

It may not probably be unpleafant to the reader, to obferve tho 
manner how the two great Poets Homer and Virgil clofe thefeenc 
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Myi mates afcend dwt fliip ; they ftrike their oars ; 
ThQ mountains ;ieflen,, and retreat the fliores.; 
Sml&dyST: the. wav3cs wcfly ; the frefli'nmg gales 
Sing thro* the flirouds, and ftretch the Iwelling 



of ^i* Irtfemal adventor^s^ by reftoring their heroes tothe eaith. 
Ifl^fTes.retoms by ^e, fame w^y he defcendedi of which yre^ hsLvt 
a plain defcription in the beginning of this book : Virgil takes a 
diiFereiit method, he borrows his conclnfion from another part' 6f 
Homer ; in which he de(cribes the two gates of fleep ; the one i^ 
ivoryVthe other of horn: through the ivory gate, iiTue falfehoods, 
through the gate of horn, truths : Virgil difmiflcs JEnczs through 
the gate pf falfehood : now what is this, but to inform us that all 
he relates is nothing but a dream, and that dream a falfehood ? I 
Jbbmit it to the Criticks who are more difpoied to find fault than 
I am, to determine whether Virgil ought to be cenfured for fuch 
an acknowledgment, or praifed for his ingenuity ? P. 

Ver. 792.] This line is interpolated by the tranflator. Chap- 
sian is fbll and accurate; 

Where boorded, fet, and lancht, th' ocean wave. 
Oar ores and forewinds, fpeedie paifage gave. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



The Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis. 

II E relates y bow after bis return frtm tbe Jbades^ be 
VMS Jent hj Circe en bis voyage, ty tbe coafi of tbe 
Sirens y and hy tbe fireigbt of Scylla and Cbarybdis : tbe 
numner in wbicb be efcafed tbofe dangers : bow being cafi 
on tbe iJUmd Trinacriay bis companions deftrcyed tbe oxen 
of tbe fun: tbe vengeance tbat followed \ bow allperified 
by fbipwreck except bimfelf wbo Jwimming on tbe maft 
of the fhipy arrived on tbe ifland of Calypfo. Witb 
wbicb bis narration concludes. P. 
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ROTE PHELIMrMAEYl ' 

WE viteiipWitfv^^ to'a cdstdufiotir 6f 6^' fi]^VSdktt nS^r^ 
fion- <tf tfifc diys:ef ; ' liita^tmcto^' hbtl Ite unfeiltcrtaint 
^ to l^fc fcime^g 'o6iiid^^ xiifs tiioiieot k, 6ef6i:eT^e^ 

f 'fhcfi'e are'two v^arys 6f rcbtiiig paff fhl^feffs : tiii6hc,.fiiirta* 
iii^ittiitliDditallf bf a plkiil^ rehearflH attd' tM^ is t&b pc6viii<fe oE 
laetoryx ^^ 9^^^ ardiSbiklfy, wHere tjk aUtihbt'toakes noapgear^^ 
itt^exn perfi>it> But! nid-crduceir (peaki^rs, ad^'this h did'pi^c^ 
bf i^k poet^. B)r tHs ihetiiod the PMlf BHh^l2]$ok the" flagc 
t^fe very perfons who performed the adioii^e rei)reftAt3 : fie 
makes them fpeak and ad over again the words and adions they 
ijpoke or performed before, and in fome fort traniports his aaditori 
to the time when, and the places where, the adion was done* 
This method is of great ufa ; it prevents the Poet from deliver* 
ing his flory in a plain iimple way like an hiilonan, it makes the 
awlitors witnefles of it, and the adtion difi:overs itfeif. Thus for 
inffamce, it is not Homer, bat UlyfTes who fpeaks ; the Poet- is 
withdrawn, and the hero whofe ftory we hear is as it were raifed 
from the grave, and relates it in peHbn to the audience. Ariftotle 
obferves, that the epick poem ought to be dramatick, that is 
adive ; Homer (fays that author) ought to be efpecially com- 
mended for being the only Poet who knew exa6Uy what to do ; he 
fpeaks little himfelf, but introduces fome of his perfons, a man 
or a woman, a God or a Goddefs ; and this renders his poem 
adive or dramatick. Narration is the very foul that animates the 
poem, it gives an opportunity to the Poet to adorn it with diffe- 
rent epifodes ; it has, as it were, the whole world for its flage, 
and gives him liberty to fearch through the creation for incidents 
or adventures for the employment of his heroes. Thus for in- 
ftance, he was at liberty to afcribe the feveral dangers of Scylla 
and Charybdis, of Polypheme and Antiphates, to Ulyfles, though 
that hero had been as unacquainted with thofe dangers, as i£neas 
was in reality with Didoj the choice of the epifodes being not 
effential, but arbitrary. 

In fhort, it is from this epifodick narration that the Poet could 
at ail find room to place thefe epifode< in the QdyiTey* Arifiotle, 

M3 



NOTE PRELIMINARY. 

I Gonfefs* has ftt no precife limits to the dme of the aSion, bat 
the Cridcks in general confine it to one campaign ; at leaft, they 
affirm this to be to be the moft perfed duration^ according to the 
model of the Iliad and Od]rfley. Now this cpifodick narration 
gives the Poet an opportunity to relate all that is contained in 
f<Hir books without breaking in upon the dme of the adion ; for 
all that we read between the eighth book and the thirteenth ^m* 
prehends only the (fact of one evenii^ ; namely^ the evening of 
die thirty-third dayl' ^he Poet inferts all the adventures that 
liappenod to Ulyfles in almoft ten years from his departure from 
Troy, into the compals of one evening by way of narration^ and 
lb maintains the unity both of the time and a^on. 

I (peak not of the narration in general ; concermng which the 
coriotis may confult Bo9n# or Dryden*s pre&ce to the traoflatioa 
•f theJSneis. ?;« 
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iHUS o'er the rollifig forge the veffel flies; 
'Till from the waves th* jEaean hills arife. 



NOTES.- 

Vcr. 1. Tbus ^dr tb$ rolling furgi ] Th* Wbrfs in th^ 

original are volafMfo ^» inua^XQ, which Strabo judges to mean no 
more tiian a part of the ocean« for if it be Otherwife underftood 
it win be a tautology^ and who Would write that he wtnt qta of 
the 9cian into tht ocean^ as it muft be rendered if wola^ be th6 
fiune with ^khaavok in the next line? Botit is perhaps better to 
nnderfland the paffiige literally and plainly* only to de&bte th^ 
^lace from whence UlyiTes returned from his infernal voyage? 
that is^ fiom the extremity of the ocean. It is nfuaL for the 
waves of the fea to bear violently and rapidly upon fome fhores» 
the waters being pent up by the neamefs of the land* and there- 
ibre form a current* or ^oop. So that the expreffion ineans no 
more than (Jlyfles furmounted this current and then gained the 
wide ocean. 

M4 . 
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Here the gay Morn refides in radiant bow^rst 
Here keeps Eer revels With the dancing Hours ; 



It is likewife evident from the beginning of this book« that 
Ulyfles paiTed oidy one night in hell ; fiur he arriFed at the Cim- 
merians in one d^^ ^ ^ ^^ ?0^ ^ ^. following mght, 
and in the (pacedf the next day retnmed from the Cimmerians 
in the evening to Circe's ifland^ as appears from his g(nng to re- 
pofe immediately upon his l^ndiag* 

It may be farther proved that this was a nodnmal interview^ 
from the nature of the mancal incantations^ which were always 
performed bv^ll!ght;'iUwifi<^ weie ofl^^jd hf^ ^ght to the 
infernal powers^ the offermg itielf was black, to reprefent the 
kingdom of darknefs: thus alfo in other poets the moon is iaid 
to turn pale at thefe magical rites, or as Virgil exprefles it, 

** Carmina vel OfifOfOIRSHC'd^ducere lunam." 
And indeed, as Euftathius obferves (from whom this note is chiefly 
tranilated) it would have been abfurd to have reprefented the 

Ver. 3* Hare th gM n^am refides in radiant ivw\s^ 
mre kteps her rebels i— — ] 
This paflage is full of ohfi^aA^A %:h0w is it poflible to fuppofe 
this ifland of Circe to be the refidence of the Morning ; that is 
for the day to rife immediitfely npon U, when it is known to lie 
ina weHem EtimtioTi.^ Some have imagined tM^ this if ij^ai^tn 
Solely with refpefl to Uiyffes^ who retornii^j^ bojoi the^ ^^^^(^ 
might properly fay thft he arrived at tJjc pla<}fs wj^arc^t^f <Jay tf^ 
fides, that U to a place enlightened by the iiiiu Q^e^^ i94^r 
Band it comparadyely^ with refpeft to the Cisi|9ena|ifi^, qr^49f 
to the realms of dqath^ which Homer placi^f is^ xl^ yif^%i ^f^A 
regard to th^fi:, iE^eamay be fald to lie In tl|e ^^t.<K 101^ 
jioetical language i to be the reiidei^ce of tl^.Mpn^gK Plfidop 
the Ciftj3^an promontory is of an cxtraordtnary.^^b^i^ld z^ 9lUBt 
fe^uently the t>eajns at fan-rirmg may iall uj^^^it^ n^ \^ i^AU^ 
to 1>c tlluib-ated by iKe fun even by nig% . Qti^^)if||E^.€^||^ 
jeflurcd, thnt what Is here faid impliei no moj?^ ti(^^t^(. Vlyj^ 
landed upon the eaflem paru of Eh^ iilaod; atp^l^!^, q^f^l^ 
improbably refer the whok to ihe word Gcean in the fg{jj|^ jl)^ 
and then^he v/hole pailage w^ b^ dear^ and agtee with the fiibie 



Here Pho^faui rifing in th.' arthfuial way^ j. 



•f) tlie.l^^ri$^aftd retting ia di0 •eetn. ; 111!! h what BoAa* 
thl^rcp^ild^ w^add^, tlotthA a#ti^ H94AdU>Q4.;^p« oot to 
fignify imces, hpt x^ft^ the nitons of the morning^ I have tranf- 
Uted it in th« fonnti> (tdb, ac^ordin|p to tbr coaftnt of aoA in* 
terpreterss 9n4 I ul pariaa4^ <t. is^ufedr to 4/enp^ the, pi«;a(iif« 
and gsuetx whi<;}i the fup refljpres to the whole creation, when 
difpellii^ the tBelancholy darlne^ ko veAorejp light and gladnefi. 
tp^the earth ; which \^. \mf^ ^^ b^y tlie playinj^ or (Uncing, 
it the firi| beams pif' die fim ; or rather of Aurora, who. properly 
may bo (kid to dnnot, being a fioddtft. Daqiep icnden ;q^, 
dan^.; fa^ jw^^ tha^ UxMi^r h^^re foUc^a s.£^bMlou9 ge,agi;ir4 
phy, and^ tha^ as he, tranfported the pimmeri^ns with a^ thcjn 
darkneis-from the Bofphoras toGampania) (b li^ewift he now 
removes iEaea, wit)^ ^}\^ %M &oii^ Cholfchi;! if^s^ IXfXj- and 
therefore the'foet gives .the properties and fttuation to thq i{bu^ 
14- Circt* wUc^ are only tfue o^ the eafi$i:n Chc^hish 

It is very evident (continues (he) that Homer was perfeSIy 
acquainted with the Phcenician ftory; he telb us that Elpenor was, 
buried uppn the prqmoptory. (hi the fea^-ihorcfi, and, that it was 
i^ed by his namje> Elp^npr. Now the Phceniciansa wjto.endea- 
fpi|rcd,tp.nf^turalize all x^m^9 in their own language, affinned^ 
9|^at;dlng^ to. Bpcju that this prQjqontoxy was not fo called from 
^penor, but fron^ t)ieir word HiU)i{ior4.w,hich fignifiea, uH aiiefcit 
lux wifiautina} that is, ^* where the dawning of the day begins to 
*^ appear.** This pi«|montpry bemg oi- givat height, the n^ of 
the morning might fall upon it ; and this tradition, might- ifiiaiuil^ 
Homer with his fi^on of the bowers, and dances of itb 
* What may feem to confirm DaciePtiOfanian Qf ^e ti:anj^Hi|ta^ 
tion qf Cholchid into. I^y> is thff im^nedUte meiiliigii, the Poe|t 
i^a^s.pf jafon^ ax^di£stes king of Cholchis.: befides the antienta 
believed Phafis, a river oJF Chokhis, to be the bounds of thf 
habitable oriental world : and iExa being the capital of it> lying 
npon the Phaiis, it might very rationally be miftaken for the place 
where the fun rofe ; thus Minnermus writes^ 
AlnvoQ vohAt T^dt r' witt^f imXiom^ . . 
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At once we fix our haliers on the land^ • ' >' 
At once defcend, and pi*lS the delert (and"; - i'i 
There worn and wafted, lofe our cares in fleep 
To the hoarfe murmurs of the Tolling deep.- lO: 
Soon as the mom reftor'd the day^ we payM / 
Sepulchral honours to Elpenor's (hade. 
Now by the ax the ruffling foreft bends. 
And the huge pile along the ffiore dcends. 
Around we ftand a melancholy train, ly 

And z. loud groan re-echoes from the njain. 
Fierce o'er the pyre; by fenning breezes fpread. 
The Jiungry flame devours the filent dead, 
A riling tomb, the filent dead to grace, 
Faft by the roarings of the main we place ; 20 



Thatia« *« the city of -^'tes where the rays of the fmi appear 
«' in a bed of gold, above the margin of the ocean, where the 
** diVine Jafon arrived.'* This is an evidence that the Poet wa4 
well acqiudnted with antiquity, and that (as Strabo judges) his 
aftoniilung fidions have trudi for their foundation. P. 

Ver. 7.] Chapman and Ogilby have th» iame rhymes here : 
and this introdndlion of the book, which is by Brome, hai un- 
common merit* 

Ver. 9.] Thus his! author: 

There <wait tbi mom, and lofe our cares in fleep. 

Ver. 12.] Thb line correfponds to the following diftich of 
his author ; 

I fent my comrades then to Circe's dome 

To fetch the carcafe of Elpenor dead : 
thus well reprefented by Chapman : 

I fent my men to Circe's houfe before. 

To fetch deceaft Elpenor to the ihorc. 
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The riftig tembaibfty colunmi30« • 

And; high; abbye itiiofe Ac taperiug oar. 

Meantime die * iGbddefs our xetumlurvey'd^' 
From, the pale '^ghbfts^ and hell's: tremendous 
v^. (hadeL .; I :;: . .:'. ■ ■:.' .v ' .■..'. ' 

Swjtft fee dcfccflds': a train ofiiymphs divine »j 
B^^ the rich viailds andithe ^herous wine : 
In.ilft .to Ipeak the '^ pbwVof magick ftands^ 
Ai^ gracieful thus<aiQCo{ls thelifl^ning ban&. ^^ 

. O lions of woe ! decreed hy adverife &te$ 
Atiiv/e ta.p^ia thioVhelFs eternal gates! . 30 

All, foon or late, are doom'd that path to tread; 
More wretched you! twice numbered with the' 

dead! - 

This day adjourn your cares ; exalt your fouls^ 
Indulge the tafte, and drain the Iparkling bowls : 
And when, the Morn unveils her faffron ray, 35 
Spread your broad fails, and plough the liquid 

way; 
Lo I this night, your faithful guide, explain 
Your woes by land, your dangers on the main. 

The Goddefs fpoke ; in feafts we wafle the day, 
•Till Phoebus downward plung'd his burning ray : 



Yer. 21.] Dryden, in the iimilar j)ai2age at JEjbu tL 331. 
But good iEneas order'd on the fhore 
A (lately tomb; whofe top a trumpet hom 
A fpldier's faulchion« and a Teaman's ear. 

Ver. 39.] The preceiding fpeeqh is well doiic« Here one 
• Ciicft 
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Then fable m^ a&ctidiy and balmy reft 4> 
Seals ev*iy cye^ and cabna die trovbkd tmaft. ' 
T%eB curious £he annmahds me to rakate 
The dr^adfol fcenes q£ Platofs^ dreacj ftatc, 
She fat in filence while the tale I tell,' ■ ■ 45 
The* WQod'rQus. irifions, and the laws of He& • ' 

Then thus: The^lot of mantheOo<isidil|bferi 
Th^ HIi ace paft; now hear thy future vvbes«* 
O Pfkce alite^l fome fev^nng^ pow^ bt ^1^^ 
And print th* impc^ant fiony on^ thy mind ! ' * 50 

Next, whore fihe Sirens dweD, you pjougk 1^ 
feas.; 
Th^ic ibag is dealib, and makes defbwSticn ptesdew 



tnpllMtir 19 fiisentions^ as a liteml tranOaction of die.ponfeircif 

Her wQrd& at once perfuade our eafjF inii>4s* 

Thus, to the dofe^of light, the live-long day 

Wfl &t, in plenteous viandi ivid, nicli.Mrinr. 

Indulging. Wlien Sol fet, and darknefs came« 

By the ihip's haulfers my aiTociates flept; 

Afeby the h^nd ii^ toofs, n^'orw aipart^. 

And made me fit ; converft, and queftion'd fiill 

or oveiy-circwnftance. I told- her all. 
Vcr. 51. Next, <wk0ri tb$ Streets' dfw^tt^ —J Thoqificks 
have greatly laboured to explain what was the foundatio^^jofr tW» 
id^VL of the Sirens^ We are told by fome, that the Sirehs were 
queens of certain fmall iilaadsy naned Sirenufae, that lie near 
Caprese in Italy« and chieifly inhabited the promontory of Minerva, 
upon the top <k which that Goddefs had a temple, as fome affirm, 
built by Ulyffes, according to this verfc of Seneca, Epift. IxxviL 

" Alta procellofo fpeculatur vertice Pallas.*' 
Here, there was a renowned academy in the reign of die Sireyns^ 
ftmovs for eloquence and the liberal (ciences, which gave occa* 
fion ibr the invention pf thb &ble of the fweetnefi of the Toice# 
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Unbld^l tlie maa, whom «ni^k^ Witt 
Nigh the curft ftiore, and liften to the. lajf ; 



and Attrftdhig JRmgs bf t)ie^diittts. 'Bkt Sirl^ di^ ait di^jr tSoMt 
to b^ ie&fOff€T^ fmd painted Hi fuck ^leadfal c4kmni We iri 
told that at lalb the fbidents abufed their knowledge^ to the colour*. 
ing of wrongs the ctmtitiition ot itiziiatn, aitd ibbHr^oh of 
gcKirerni9M»t; tiiat ts. In th^ hngnage of pOQtry^, tkejr wei% 
feigned to be transformed into monfteiv^ and with their mufick 
to have entlc^ {J^jlengtrs to their tt&ii, vdib thbrt cdnibthbd tk^if 
jM^rinmSta, aad poiTonod t^eir idrttie$ widi riot and'eficndiiacf ^ 
The place is now called Mafia. In the days of Corner the Sirens 
were &bled to be two onlf In mm^er, ts appears from his fpeak* 
ing of them in the dual, ais tira Si if^MiVv, iniao9 Znp^roiVv ; their 
names (adds Euilathius) ^ere Hielxiepaea^ and Aglaopheme. 
Other writers, in particular Lycophron, mention three Sirens, 
Ligaea, Parthenope» and Leucofia. Some are of ppimon (conti- 
nues the £une author) that they were -i^aXrfixq x^ lrMfQoi( ; that 
is, " finging women and harlots," who t)y Hie Twccbiefs of their 
voices drew tiM tmwary to rain their heakh and fbrtune. Others 
tell as of a certain bay conlra&ed within winding heights and 
btoken cliffs,, which by the ^ging of the winds, and beating of 
the waters, returns a delightful harmony, that allures the paienger 
to approach, who is immediately thrown againfi: the rocks, and 
foallowed up by th^ violent eddies. 

But others underfland the whole paflage allegorically, or as a 
iable containing an. excellent moral> to (hew that if we fuffer our- 
felves to be too much allured by the pleafures of an idle life, the 
end will be deftru^n : thus Horace moralizes it; 

** -; Vitanda eft improba Siren 

•' Defidia" 

Bot *die fkble may t>e Applied to all pleafures in general, which if 
too eagerly puHued betray the uncautious into ruin; while wiie 
men, like UlyiTes, making ufe of their reafon, ftop their ears 
againft their infinuadons. P« 

yer. 52.] Pope in his St. Cecilia: 

M^ can (often pain to eafe, 

^'i maht defpmr and madfufs pUafi. 
Ver. 53.] Thus, more feithfully : 

' Uihhfs^d the maUi "tvi^, bgedlifs, loves to (lay—*. 
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No more diar wretch ^ ihall view, the jo^s • of 

His blooming oflspBagv or his beauteous wife ! 
Ilk verdant meads they fport, and wide around 
Ue human 'bohesi that whiten iall the grdund ; 
The ground polluted floats with human gore, , 
i^Uid human carnage taints the dreadful fliore. 60 
Fly fwift the dang'rous cbaft ; let ev'ry ear 
Be ftopp'd agaii^ the f(Mig ! 'tis death to hear ! 



Ver. 55.] Or thus^P^morecIofely: 

That wretch na more fhall tafii the j6ys of life, 
lUs Is/ping cbiU^en, iuui endearing wift. 

Ver., 57. r— — — — Around 

Lit humoM bonis, that fwhiten all the ground.} . 

There is a great iimilitude between tHs pafiage and the words of 
Solomon in the Proverbs, where thene is a moft beaadflil defcrip. 
tion of an harlot, in the eighth and ninth chapters. 

/ beheld among thefimple ones, I difcemed among the youths, a young 
man 'void of underftanding ; and behold there met him a nuoman witB 
the attire of an harlot, and fubtk of heart, 8cc, J^ith her much 
fair fpeech fie caufed him to yield, Jhe forced him wth the flattering 
of her lips', he goeth after her ftraightwof, as an ox goeth to the 
fiaughter, hut be knoweth not that the dead are there, and her guefls 
are in the depths of hell, 

, . This may ferve for a comment upon Homer, and it is «n in* 
llance, that without any violence the nature of harlots may be 
concealed under the fables of the Sirens. P. 

This verfion more refembles Virgil, ^n. xii. 36. 

— campiquc ingentes offibus o/i^fr/ .• 

_ _ — and fpaciotts plains are white with bones. 

Ver. 61.] The remainder of this paragraph is ihiferably Xxnf^* 
lated, with neither poetry nor fidelity to re(;offl]|Ki^4 it* 
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Firm to the n»aft with chains thyfelf be bound. 
Nor tnift thy virtue to.th* eftchantiug found. 
If mad with tranfppx5» freedom thou demand, 65 
Be ev'ry fetter ftrain'd, and added band to band- 

Thdefeas o'erpafs'd, be wife ! but I refrain 
To mark diftinft thy voyage o*er the main : 
New horrours rife ! let prudence be thy guide. 
And guard thy various paflage thro* the tide, 70 

High o'er the main two rocks exalt their brow. 
The boiUng billows thund'ring roll below ; 



Vcr. 71. High e^it thi main two rods ] There is un- 

dcmbtedly a great a^plific^on in the defcripdon of Scylla and 
Charybdis; it may not therefore be uiineceflary to lay before the 
reader, what is treth alsd what fiction; 

Thacydides, Hb. iv. thus defcribes it. ** This freight is the 
«* fea tha; flows between Rhegiam and Meflene, where at the 
^ narroweft'diftance, Sicily is divided from the Continent; and 
*' this is that part of the fea which UlyiTes is faid to have pafled, 
** and it is called Charybdis : this fea^ by reaibn of the ftreights^ 
•* and the concourfe of the Tyrrhene and Sicilian feas breaking 
f' violently into it, and there railing great commotions, is with 
^* good reafon called x^nri, or deftra^ive/* Charybdis Hands 
on the coaft of Sicily ; Scylla on the coaft of Italy. 

Mr. Sandys eidamined thefe rocks and feas with a particular 
view to the defcriptions of the Poets : fpeaking of Charybdis, he 
writes, ** When the winds begin to ruffle, efpecially from the 
" foitth, it forthwith runs round with violent eddies, fo that many 
" vcflels mifcarry by it. The fbeam through the ftreight runs 
'** toward the Ionian, and part of it fets into the haven, which 
*' toxning about, and meeting with other ftreams, makes fo violeilt 
f* an encounter that fhips are glad to prevent the danger by 
^* coming to an anchor. Scylla, adds he, is feated in the midft 
" of a bay, upon the neck of a narrow mountain, which thrufb 
' '* itfelf into the fea, having at the uppermoft end a fteep high 
!* rock, fo celebrated by the Poets, and hyperboiicallx deiS;ribed 



Tht«' the vdk \^V«» thi dt1e&)A(iil WbAdifs i^V^ 
Hcace ttacaM E»W«k by thte <5^ 



'*' hy (Ibmer as inacceSble. Tde ^bles are indeed well ^ttedt to 
<« the ^tace^ thett be&kg Avtiek litilt (tiifp tdck^ iLt tke £^t of 
<< the greater : tbefe ait the dog^ that are 6id lb l^trk tk^re> tt» 
'< waters by their repercu£6h f/om tjliem make a noife lilce t^^ 
«<.|»ridi^ 9f d6gi) tnd like iWob Why «dyi]ft % ftkl to «v^ 
<' the fiiies, as Homer«xprtffib6 it, ' 

When dong with hunger fhe embroils the flood, 

The fea^dojf ^hdtfce dil^Jhin iiie'heribodj 

She tnakds the kif el^tfitMa her ^tty^ 

And all the moftfters of the wat'ry way. 
•* The reafon of this is, ^fit£ail& HBBe^rocks are frequented by 
*' lamprons, and greater fifhes^ that devour the bodies of the 
*' drowned* But Scylla is now without danger, the current not 
'** fettkig. upon it ; and I much wonder at the proverb, 

" Incidit in Scyllam qui vult vitare Charybdim,*' 
«' when they ftand twelve miles diftant : I rather conjedure, tdds 
^* he, that diere has been more than one Charybdis, oicafiUned 
«' by the recoiling ftreams : as there is one between the fimth end 
^ of this bay of Scylla and the oppofite point of Sicily; cbeit 
^f. the waves juftlii^ make a violent eddy, which when the winds 
" ar9 rough, more than threaten deflrudion to (hips, as I hart 
^* heard from the Styllians, when feeking perhaps to avoid th* 
^' then more impetuous turning, they have been driven by weftther 
♦* upon the not far diftant Scylla." 

Strabo (as Euftathius remarks) fpeaking <^ the Leontiiies, 1ky$, 
that they were an unhofpitable people, Cyclopeans, and Lasflbn- 
^ns : and adds, that Scylla and Charybdis were i/ihabited by 
robbers and murderers. From the terrible fituatton of tbdlb 
rocks, and the murders and depredations of the robbers, tJicife 
fidions might arife : they might murder fix of the comj)anioBB C{ 
yiyiTes, and throw them into the fea from Scylla, which may be 
^xpreiTed in their being faid to be fwallowed up by that monikr. 
: Bochart judges that the names of Scylla and Charybdis are <5f 
Phoenician extrad, the one derived from Sool, whiebfignifies lo(s 
and ruin, die other ft<^ Chordbdam, wfakh snflies tte abyfi ^ 
4efbaaion. 



Ho hit A of air, iio dove of fwiftcft WiWgj 7 j 
That bears^ amiirofia to th* aetherial kiAg, 



• ft ^ highly pro^Wc tKat thcfe rocks w«f^ raok claiij^oai 
finbierfythan at thcfe times, the violence of tHe' w^lerrf may hoi 
only have enlarged their channel by time, but by throwing up 
fcinks and fands have diverted their courfe froixi b^aii^g upoxi 
H/tSsr rocAi with' ike iatnef violence as aiitiemly ; add to tUs« thit 
nif n by art may have contributed td render thefi; feas more Ikfe^ 
^Skg ptsLC^s of ^efkt refoft ^Ad' naVigati6it« ^dldft's'; thiE{ uiitldl^ 
fulnefs of tH^ jntifiiiits in fea affnirs, and thefmalln^fs and fomi of 
their veflels, miglit render thofe Teas very dangerous to them, 
which are fafc to modern naiv^fdrs. P. 

Vef. 72.] Thus, literally: 

Oreen^ Amphiiritg's billows dafo beloW. 

Vcr. 74; Htnci ruwid Erratick •] It will reconcile the 

l«adtr in fome meafure to the boldnefs of thefe Hdlions, if he 
eonfiders that Homeri to render his poetry more marvellous, joins 
what has been related of the Symplegades, to the defcription of 
Scylla and Charybdis : fuch a fidion of the juftling of thefe rocks 
could not be fhocking to the ears of the antieuts, who had before 
hfard 0/ the fame property in the Symplegades. The whole 
£iEle i^ perhaps grounded upon appearance : navigators looking 
u^on thefe rocks at a diflance« might in differenl views, according 
xdikt portion of the ibipj fometimes fee them in a dired Unie, 
and then they woul*d appear to join, and after they had paiffed a 
Hrtfe fWtMfer diy hfight libk upon thcfm' obHq\iiily, aid then diey 
would be dSfebv^Vfe^' td* hi at fornix diftanctf'; aiifd this mij^hlt gr^e 
occafion to xik^ tsSAe of thisir'mtietihg aild recoiling alternately^ 
Strabo agrees, tttat Hohier bdrrowed hi^ deftHptioh of Scylla and 
CliarybdiJi 60m the Symplegades; Homer (fays he) defcribes 
thefe^ like the Cyanean rocks; he continually lays the foundation 
of his fables upon fome well known hiftory : thus he feigns thefe 
rocks to be full of dangers and horrours> according to the re* 
lations of the Cyanean, which from their juflling are calle4 
SyMplcgades. Pi 

Ver. 75. — * — - iVb dov€ offiAiifteft nving. 

That bears amlrojia to th* atherial klng,'\ 
What might give Homer this notion^ might be wliat is f elated of 

Vac', m n 
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Shuns the dire rocks : in vaixi flie cuts the ikies. 
The dire rocks meet, and crufli her as (he flies; 
Not the fleet bark, when prolp'rous breezes play. 
Ploughs o'er that roaring furge its delperate way ; 
O'erwhelm'd it finks : while round a fmoke 
expires, 8i 

And the waves flafhing feem to buni with fires^ 
Scarce the famM Argo pafsM thefe raging floods^ 
The £icred Argo, fiird with demigods ! 



the Symplegades. Phineus being afked by Jafbn if he could pafi 
thofe rocks with iafety« he deftres to know how fwift the veilel 
was; Jafon anfwers, as fwift as a dove ; Then, faid Phineus, fend 
m dove between the rocks, and if (he efcapes, you may pais in 
fafety : Jafon complies, and the pigeon in her paflage loft only 
her tail, that hero inmiedL|tely fets fail, and efcapes with the lofi 
only of his rudder : this ftory being reported of the Symplegades* 
might give Homer the hint of applying the crulhing of the doves 
to Scylla and Charybdis. You may find in Euflathius feveral fiur* 
fetched notions upon this paflage, but I fhall pafs them over in 
filence. Longinus blames it, and I have ventured in the tranflatioii 
to omit that particular whidi occafioned his cenfure. E. 

Ver. 78.] We may confult exaftnefs, and make up the defi« 
ciency cf the tranflation, by the following fubftitution: 
The dire rocks meet, and grasu her as (he flies : 
One in her room the fovereign Sire fupplies. 

Ver. 81.] Thefe rhymes were probably fetched from Chapman ; 
And fupernaturall nufchief they txpire. 
And thofe are whirlwinds of devouring/r^ 
Whifking about ftilL 
The fubjoined plain attempt is more conformable to the authorV 
language : 

But (hips and men the waves of ocean bear 
. Aloft, and fiery whirlwinds tofs in air. 
Ver. 83.] Or thus, with lefs deviation from the origin^: 



k!> 
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Ev'n fhe had funk, but JoVe*s imperial bride 85 
WingM her fleet fail, and pufh'd her o'er the tide. 
High in the air the rock its fummit Ihrouds, 
In brooding tempefts, and in rolling clouds ; 
Loud ftorms around and mifts eternal rife. 
Beat its bleak brow, and intercept the Ikies. 90 
When all the broad expanfion bright with day 
Glows with th* autumnal or the fiimmer ray, 
The fummer and the autunui glow in vain,. 
The fky for «ver lowers, for ever clouds remain. 
Impervious to the ftep of maii it ftands, 91 

Tho* borne by twenty feet, tho' arm'd with twenty 
hands ; 



Alone, the general care, in (afety bore 
Her coarie hm*d Argo, from Metes* ihore. 
. E*cn (he had^/r/, but—. 

Vcr. 85. -i— — Jove*! imperial bridi 

Wing'd her fleet fail ] 

A Poet (hoald endeavour to raife his images and expreffions, as &r 
as poffible above meannefs and vulgarity : in this refpeft no Poet 
was ever more happy than Homer : this place is an inftance of it ; 
it means no more than that while Jafon made his voyage he had 
favourable winds and ferene air. As Juno is frequently ufed in 
Homer to denote the air, he aicribes the pro(perous wind to that 
Goddefs, who prefides over the air : Thus in poetry, Juno 

Wing'd her fleet fail, and pufh'd her o'er the tide. 

Eaftathiut. P. 
Vcr. 87.] Thus Ogilby : 

Here two deep cliffs; one fcales the ikies 2xAft)Twd$ 
His fpiry forehead in a fliafh of clouds. 

■ N 2 



$mof>tl;i OR the ppli^ qf th^ mirrwr ^ 
The flippcpy i34*^ i^mJ. ftioot iafa^ tJi^, Ofif;?^ 
FuU in tiae wnteif of tiva rcwk difplay'^ 
A yawning cavf i:^ cafls a dEea4M iha4s s iM 
Nor the fleet arjfqw from the twaiiging }^vf,. 
$ent with full fpKC.^i^ could reach the de]>(hj:iekl^ 
Wide \o the; wef)t; ^ horrid gulf ej^teift^P* 
And tljie dire paii^ge dfi^ws^ to hell de^odsi^ > 
O fly the <Ji:ea4f!»i $^ i e^^pand. % feU% «* 
PJy the fitrpng oiafr, md patch th^ aimW^ gatef 1" 

Ver. 97.] This pleafin^ couplet reprefents one. line of IJomtf^ 

"^hich mfty be thus exhibited': 

Smooth is the rock> as poliih'd round with aitk 
Ver. 102.] It is not eafy to difcover what our tranflator meant 

by this. Mr. Cowper^ with wham-Cki^man and Ogllby agree, 

has rendered thus : 

Pafsit, i«now|i*d;Iiriy{re8i bat alo<^' 

So far^ thata koen arrow, fmartly fent 

Forth from thy bark, ihould fail to reach tbe-oave. 

Very miflakenly, in my opinioiik Hobbes is nghi^ bin lov^ t» 

afual : 

The mou^h o' th' cave is more above your bark^ 
Thw th' youngeit man, can fhoQt to with a bow : . 

and Daciec: '* £t cette cavern^ eft fi haute, cpi^.Ie. pliu kkbSip 

** archer paflant pres de-la iiir.foa vaiiTeau,^ n,e.pQuvrolt,{tQuflSet fk 

*' fleche jufqu' a.fon fpmipet,'* 

The p^i&ge b beyond meafi,!^ plain and tune^nlwniSred* 
Ver« 104., Jnd tifi^ire,pafitg$d0^tttoJbflid(^m^fp} Wmm 
means by hell, the regies, of deat]^ apd ufe^ it tQ taafh us that 
there is. no pacing by this rock without deftrudion, or in Homer's 
words it is a Aire paf&ge into the kingdom of dtasht £^^J^^ P« 
Ver. 106.] This verfe will remind the reader of a moft e»* 
chafttkig couplet in «' the EHky on-Man:" 
Learn of the littlC' Naatilus. ta fail; 
Spread the thin oar, an^ cs|tch the rlfing gale. 



Here Scylla bfellows frttti W dire abodes, 
Trefrtfcttdttui pfeft ! fibhdirM by ftian and G6d$ J 
Hided\»4er vbkitJ,- attd With lefii tetttixiifs ttoar 
The whelps of Kohs itt the hiidtii^t hoilf . i tb 
t'wdive feet dfeformM arid fotll thefiehd difptedds; 
Six homd necks fhef ftfAifs^ ahdiijt terrif^bl faeids ; 



Vcr, 109, — — With lefs terrours roar 
Tb$ njithilfs 9f lioHi — i— ] 
The words in tlie orif^uoAl ate tnttKout^ H^yoSi^* wMch iti tJie proper 
and immediate fenfe do not confine it to the whelps of a lion, but 
to whelps in general, and perhaps chiefly of the canine kind : 
ffoytXoy Euftathius interprets nvrl yifofitnt, or newly whelped, and 
in the latter fenfe the paflage is anderftood by that author ; for he 

writes, fvtii anvXaitoi oXlyii, lx^XX» ^t fxtya xax^y ; that is, " the 
*' voice of a whelp is low, but Stylla is defcribed as an huge 
*' monfter ;" and the Poet ufes it as we do this expreflion ; TJbi 
void of a twicked man is Jbft, But his deeds are mifchievous and 
mhaminaUe, I have adventured to tranilate the words in thd othet 
Itnic, after moft interpreters, for Homer exprefies the voice elf 
Scylla by Af (»oy XfXaxt;r«, or uttering a dreadful noife : now ^^hat he 
calls her voice is nothing but the roarixg of the waves in ftorais 
when they beat againfl that rock ; and this being very loud, '{$ 
better reprefented by the roaring of a lion, than the complaining 
of a young whelp. Chapm^ iUlows Euftatkhis. 

For here the whuling Scylla ihroads her ftce. 
That breathes a voice, at all parts, no more baft 
Than are a newly-kitten'd kittling's cries, 
t^hich b really burlesque enough. Dacier readers the word Gy 
rugijfement d*unjeuM§ Hon, or the roarings of a yomkg tton. F. 
Yen 1 1.1.} For this couplet Homer fays only. 

Her voice is like that of a whelp new-born : 
but Ogllby renders : 

Heite Scylla lorksy asid di#ety yaubkig y^l^» 
Like a whole littef of i^r a fyins livhe^s : 

Ye*. I ft J . Ow trachffatbr eafi: Ks dyfe, I prefuhxe, on Oriftv^i 

N3 -r ... ^^'Tv^jij, 



^ 
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Her jaws grin dreadful with three rows of teeth ; 
Jaggy they ftand, the gaping den of death ; 
Her parts obicene the raging billows hide ; 115 
Her bpfom terribly overlooks the tide. . . 
When ftung with hunger flie embroils the flood; 
The fea-dog and the dolphin are her food ; 



She twelve mifhapcir feet wide fyhyin^ Jpreads, 
Six rietk's extending aim'd with horrid biods. 

Chapman's tranflation is exad and vigorous : 

— — Twelve foule fcctc beare about 

Her ougly bulke : fixe huge long necks looke out 
Of her ranke ihoulders : every necke doth let 
A ghaftly head ^ut : tvtry head, three fet. 
Thick thruftc together, of abhorred teeth ; 
And every tooth flucke with a fable death. 

Our trandator Brome has fome excellent couplets in this deicriptiiEMi 
of ScyUa, but has not clofely adhered to the words and fenfe of 
his author. 

Vcr. 115.] This is Virgil, rather than Homer. So Dry den, 
yBn. iii. 545. 

Her parts obfcene below the waves defcend. 

Vcr. 1 1 8, Tht fea-dog and the dolphin are her food, \ Poly bins 
(as Strabo remarks) contends^ that Homer in all his fiAions alludes 
to the cuftoms of antiquity : for inftance, Scylla was a famous 
iiihery for taking fuch fifties as Homer mentions : this was the 
manner of taking th6 fea-dog ; feveral fmall boats went out only 
with two men in it, the one rowed, the other flood with his in- 
ftrument ready to ftrike the fifh ; all the boats had one fpeculator 
in common, to give notice when the fifh approached, which ufually 
fwam with more than: half the body above water : Ulyffes is this 
(peculator, who itands armed with his fpear ; and it is probable^ 
adds Polybius, that Homer thought Ulyffes really vifited Scylh, 
fiocc he afcribes to Scylla that manner of £fhixig which is really 
prated by the Scyllians. P. 
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She makes the huge leviathan her prey. 

And all the raonfters of the wat'ry way ; 120 

The fwifteft racer of the azure plain 

Here fills her fails and fpreads her oars in vain ; 

Fell Scylla rifes, in her fury roars, 

At once fix mouths expands, at once fix men 

devours. 
Clofe by, a rock of lefs enormous height 125 
Breaks the wild waves, and for. - a dang'rous 

flreighf ; 
Full on its crown a fig's green branches rife. 
And fhoot a leafy forefl to the fkies ; 



Vcr. 125.] Here our tranflator, as in numerous inftances» omits 
a circumflance of defcription, inferted to give perfpicuity and an 
appearance of veracity to the narrative ; thus exhibited by Chap» 
man: 

-. — You flxall then defcrie 

The other humbler rocke, that moves fo nie^ 
Your dart may mete the diftance. 

Ver. 127. Fuji on its crown a fig* s green branches rife, "l Thcfc 
particularities, which feem of no confequence^ have a very good 
effed in poetry, as they give the relation an air of truth and pro- 
bftbility. For what can induce a Poet to mention fuch a tree, if 
the tree were not theve in reality ? Neither is this fig-tree described . 
in vain, it is the mean9 of preferving the life of UlyiFes in the 
fequel of the ftory. The Pprt d^fcribes the fig-tree loaded with 
leaves ; even this circumftanf e is of ufe, for the branches would 
then bend downward to the fea by their weight, and be reached 
by UlylTes more eafily. It fhews likewife, th^t this fhipwreck was 
not in winter, for then tlie branches are naked. Euftatbius. 

Dacier gathers from hence, that the feafon was Autumn, mean* 
ing the time when Ulyfies arrived among the Phaeacians ; but this 
ii a midake, for he was caft upon the Ogygian coaft by this ftonn» 
. N 4 



Beneath, flfe^ryfe^is hol^ Ji6r boift'fops osign 
•Midft rqajrwg jvhirlpook, and abforbs the roam i . 
Thrice in hqr gulfs the bpiling feas iubfide, i^% 
Thripe in 4ire thunders fhe refunds the tide. 
Oh if thy veffcl plough the direful waves 
When feas rptreatiug roar within her caves. 
Ye perifh all ! tho* he who rules the maio 135 
Lend his ilrong aid, his aid he lends ;n vaio^ 
Ah fhm the horrid gulf! by ScyiJa fly, 
'Tis better fix to lofe, than all to die* 

I fhen ; Q nymph propitious to my prayV, 
Goddefs divide, my guardian powV, declare, 14^ 
Is the foul fiend from hufxtaji vengeance freed ? 
Or if I rile ii^ ^rms, can Scylla bieed : 

and there remained with Calypro many years. The branch with 
which Ulyffes girds his loins in the fixth book is defcribed with * 
leaves, and that is indeed a full proof that he was thrown upon 
the Phaeacian fhores before the feafon in which trees flied their 
leaves, and probably in the Autumn. ' P. 

Vcr. 131. TMce in her gulfs ibf hMng ftas fuhfide. 

Thrice en dire thunders Jhe refunds the t%de,'\ 
Strabo quotes this paifage to prove, th%t Homer undeHjEood tlit 
flux and reflux of the ocean. '^ An inftance, f^ys he, of tl^ caiv' 
*^ that Poet took to mform himfelf in all things^ is What he writes * 
*' concerning the tides, for be calls the reflux a\f*^ or the itei^o^ ' 
<< htion of the waters : he tells us, that Scylla (it (Koold be CJ|{|. 
*< rybdis) thrice fwallows, and thrice refunds the waves; this 
•* niuft be underftood of regular tides." There are indeed but two 
tides in a day, ^t this is the errour of the Librarians, whp pii| 
$-fK for ^K. Epftathius iblves the expreffion of the three tides dif^ 
ferently, it ought to be onderflood of ^the w^^^fo^, of the ff9^c 
o£ ithe-^ight and day, aod then there will be a regular floxni^' 
ceftux thrice in that tin^, or exery eight hours periodicjdljr. 'P#, 

Ver. 142. Or if I rifi in arms^ cm Scylla hleed?] This ihort 
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Then fhe : O worn by toils, oh broke in fight. 
Still arc new toils and war thy dire delight ? 
Will martial flajmes for ever fire thy mind, 145 
And never, never be to heav'n refign*4 ? 
How vain thy eflForts to avenge the wrong ? 
Peathlefs the peft ! impenetrably ftrong ! 
Furious and fell, tremendous to behold ! 
Ev'i\ with a look ihe withers all the bold ! 15a 
She mocks the weak attempts of human might.; 
O fly her rage ! thy conqueft \s thy flight. 
If but to feize thy arms thou make delay, 1 
Again the fiiry vindicates her prey, > 

Her fix mouths yawn, and fix are fnatch'd away. 3 
Ffom her foul wonab Crataeis gave to air i|6 
This dreadful peft \ To her dired thy pray'r. 



qoeftion excdlently declares the undaunted ipiiit of this hem: 
Circe lays before him the moil affrighting danger; Ulyffes im- 
mediately offers to ehcounter it, to revenge the death of his 
fiiends, and the Poet artfully at the fame time makes thatGoddefi 
launch out into the pralfe of his intrepidity ; a judicious method 
to exalt the charafter of his hero. Dacier, P. 

Ver. 143.} The following paragraph is but moderately cxe^ 
cilted. As a fpecimen of it's fidelity, the fubjoined Hnes of the 
original correfpond to this and the next couplet of the verfion : 
I fpake, and thus reply'd the nymph divine : 
Wretch ! are the feats of war, and labour, fliH 
Thy care ; nor yieldfl thou to th* immortal Gods ? 
The purport of which fentiment is very different from Ac com- 
plexipii of our Poet's tranffation. 
Ver. 156. — — Cratais gaivt to air 

This dreadful peft ] 

it is not evident i»^ thia CiataBii. it^ whom die Poet make» the 
mother of Scylla: Euftathius informs oeiliatit iiijecale, a Goddde 
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To curb the monfter in her dire abodes'. 
And guard thee throVthe tumulf of the floods. ^ 
Thence to /Trinacria's ihore you bend your 
way,' /: ii\-. .. • . •! .- /: • . 160 
Whefe graze thy herds, illuftrious fourte ci day ! 
Sev'n herds, fev^ri flocks enrich the facfed plain^* 
Each hefdy each flock full fifb)^ h^ds contains $ ' 
The wldnd'fQUS kind a length of age furvey^ '1 
By breed ineredfe not^, nor by death decay^ 165* 



very properly recommended by Circe ; ihc, lik<; CJrcc, being th^ 
prefident over forceries and enchantments. But ^y fhonld (Lt 
be (aid to be the mother of Scylla? Dacier imagines tha^ HomcEr; 
fpeak's enigmatically, and intends to teach as that thefe monftect^ 
are merely the creatioh or offspring of magick/ or poetry. ^ ' p1* 
Ven 16 1 . fVJbere graxe thy herds -^ — ) This kOiotk conoeiaiii^. * 
the immortal herds of Aoollo^ is bold, but founded upon truth 
and reality. Nothing is more certain than that in antient times 
whole herds of cattle were confecrated to the Gods^ and were, 
therefore facred and inviolable : thefe being always of a fixed > 
number, neither more nor lefs than at the firft confecration» the 
Poet feigns that they never bred or increafed : and being cbnftanUj 
fupplied upon any vacancy, they were &bled to be immortal, or 
never to decay; (for the famecaufe one of the moft famous hgiom 
of antiquity was called immortal.) Euftathius informs ns, tkat 
they were labouring oxen employed in tillage, and it was eflecmed 
a particular pro^natton tp deftroy a labouring ox : it was criminal 
to eat of it, nay it was forbid to be offered even in facrifices to 
the Gods ; and a crime punifhable with death by the laws of Solon. 
So that the moral intended by Homer in this fable of the violation 
of the herds of Apollo is, that in our utmoft neceffity we ought- 
not to offend the Gods. As to the flocks of iheep, Herodotus, 
informs us, that in Apollonia along the Ionian gulf, flocks of iheep 
were confecrated to that Deity, and were therefore inviolable. P. 
' Ver« 164.] This line is forced and infipid: othcrwife \im. 
m(fionliereJia3greatneriu : i : r 
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Two fifter GoddefTes poITefs the plain^ 
The conflant guardians of the woolly traia ; 
Lampetie ^r, and Phaethufa young. 
From Phoebus and the bright Neaera fprung : 
Here watchful o^er the flocks^ in fhady bow'rs 17* 
Aad flow'ry meads they wafte the joyous hours. 
Rob not the God ! and fb propitious gale^ 
Attend thy voyage, and impel thy fails ; 
Bijt if thy impious hapds the flocks deftroy, 
The Gods, , the Gods avenge it, and ye die ! 17J 
*Tis thine alone (thy friends and navy loft) 
Thro* tedioqs toils to view thy native coaft. 

She ceasM-: and now arofe the morning ray ; 
Swift to her dome the Goddefs held her way* : 



, Vcr, 170.] The Pojet is c^relcfs iirthc extreme it this placf , 
thinking of his • rhymes only^ without any confideration of his 
author. Chapman is more attentive : . . ^ r 

-— -— -^^— — «> who (brought forth and bred) 

Farre off difmift them, to fee duly fed 

Their father's herds and flocks in Si'cilie. 
Vcr. 179. '$<ws/t to her domi the Goddefs held her wi^*] It it 
yery judicious in the Poet not to amufe us with repeating the com- 
pliments that paiTed be^ecii thefe Hi^o lovers at parting: the 
colnmerce Ulyiles held with Circe was fo far from contributing to 
the end of the OdyiTey, that it wa^ one of the greateft impediments 
to it ; and therefore Homer difmifles that fubjcft in a few words, 
and paiTes on diredly to the great fufferings and adventures of his 
hero, which are effential to the Poem. But it may npt be un- 
neceflary-to obferve how artfully the Poet conneds this epifode of 
Circe with the thread of it ; he makes even the Goddefs who de* 
jbum him from.. his couniry, contribute to his return thither, by 
jthe advice (he gives him how to efcape the dangers of the ocean, 
ivid.how to behave in the difficult emergencies of his voyages : it 
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Then to mjm^teslfa^si^r'ihiick^^ 
ClimbMth^ taiyi b^k, and rufliM |n«<» ih« ttiain'^ 
Then ix^ndmg to the (hx^5 their oair^th^ ^6W 
To thdir broad brieaftV^d fwlft th^^^e^ fiefv^» 
Up {prung a brilker breeise ; witbDraftnitig^ak^ 
The friendly Godded ilretch'dith^iw:elUngruib) 
We drop our oars; At ^ea^ th^ jp^ot ^ides^; tH 
The veffel light along the level glides; ^ 
When rifing fad and ilow, with penfive Idok^ 
Thus to the melancholy tram I fpoke t 

O friends, oh ever partners of my woed^ ^90 
Attend while I what heav'n foFedddfias difclofev 
Hear all I Fate hangs o'er all ! ^aymk Mt» 
To Kvc, or periih ! to be fefe, be wife ! 

In flow*ry meada the l^rtive Sirens play, 
Teueh the foft lyre, and tune the weal lay ; 195 
Me, me alone, with fetters firmfy bound. 
The Gods aUow to hear the dangerous found. 
Hear and obey : if freedom I demand, 
Bq eVry fetter ftrain'd, be added band to band. 



it, trot ibe detains him ont of fondnds, but yet this very fon^di 
IK of aft to him> fince it makes a Goddefs his inftrador, and as it 
m^n a guide to lus couotry. F* 

Vtr. 194*} T^Bs his author, aecmiateliy: 

Firfl, of tjie 9ireB9^ fomgxk* eschantiiig poweis 

She bade me Qmtk, and^ lneadadonl^i with tot^evs. 

Kit wer^ I. to notice every dev&tiony mifreprefetitadto^ eifiifloi^ 

^d defeft of dii» tm^nflatofr I fhoald eficomiter a« eBdkfs JllkftMV 

only t» wcaryaad d t fg a fe tte rcadcr^d^ toqiefr of i^toaafc « 



mt^Wk HOMEKU ODYSSEY* 189 

And lei tW Sk^ti (hores l&e nu&s drife. 
Sunk wejre ait on^e the wiods ; the air above^ 
And wave$ below, at once forgot to move I 
Some deemoa calm'd tbe^ ak, and fmooth'd tbf 

Hufti'd the loud winds, and charmM the waves 
^ to fleep. aoj 

Now ev'ry hH we fisrl, each oar we ply j 
haJk^d by the ftroke the frothy waters fly* 
Tlte ^it£lili? wax wi(^ bu:fy hands I mould. 
And cleft in fragments, and the fragments roU'd ; 
Th* aerial region now«grew warm with day, 2 m 
The wax diflblv'd beneath the burning my i 
Then ctr'ry car I barr*d agakift the ftrain, 
And fmiQ accefs of phrenzy lockM. the brain. 
Now round* the- maft my mates the fetters roll'd^ 
And bound me l^b by limb, with fold oa fold* 
Then bending to the ftrokc, the aftive ti^ain 216 
Plunge alLat once their oaifs^^uid cleave the main« 

While to the fliore the rapid veffel- flies, 
jQur fwift^approach the Siren quire defcries j 



Ytn 2044] Thua OgiU^y : 

WhBB>a ftittcdm flhootli< aTretEB ghiify 4^^ ( 
The>wind«'aM bt^iii the ocean felt ajkefi 

ait the-fi^wfng^attcmpt' Has hjfe tamtdogy, andadbferadfce*' 

a^nce to the original : 

HWhM waathe^'wmd: Calm brooded o'er Afi deep. 
Some DxmpPfftifwer ItdTdeverxrWave tft^^fleepu 
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Cel^ial mulick wa]4>les fpom their tongue^ 220 
And thus the fweet deluders tunc the long* 

O ftay, oh pride of Greece ! Ulyffes ftay t 
O ceafe thy courfe, and liften to our lay ! 
Blcft is the man ordainM our voice to hear, 224 
The fong inftrufts the foul, and charms the ear. 



Vcr. 222. OJitPfy ph frUe pf Greece! Vljifis ftafll Them 
arc fcvcral things remarkable in this ihort fong of the Sirens: one 
of the firfl words they fpeak is the name of Ulyfles, this ihewt 
that they had a kind of omnifcience ; and it could not &il of 
railing the curiofity of a wife man^ to be acquainted with perfons 
of Aich extenfive knowledge: the fong is well adapted to the 
character of UlylFes : it is not ple^fure or dalliance with Which 
they tempt that hero, but a promife of wifdom, and a recital of 
the war of Troy and his own glory. Cicero was fo pleafed with 
thefe verfesj that he tranflated them^ lib. v. de fnibus bon. Cff 

«« d DecQs Argolicum, quin pupjnm fledlis Ulyflcsj 
** Auribus ut noftro» poflis agnpfeere cantus ? 
** Nam nemo haec unquam eH tranfvedus caerula curfu, 
*' Quin prius adfliterit vocum dulcedine captns ; 
'' Pofl> yariis avido fatiatus pedore Mdis^ 
** Do6iior ad patrias lapfus pervenerit oras. 
«« Nos grave certamen belli, clademque tenemtis 
" Gnecia qoam Trojae divino numine vexit« 
*< Omniaque elatis rerum veftigia terri^.^' 
Homer faw (fays Tully) that his fabk could not be approved, if 
he made his hero to be taken with a mere fong : the Sirens there* 
fore promife knowledge, the defire of which might probably 
prove flronger than the love of Ids country : to defire to know 
all things, whether ufeful or trifles, is a faulty curiofity ; but to 
be led from the contemplation of things great and noble, to a 
jUuril of knowledge, is an inflance of a greatneis of fouL F. 
Ver. 224.] Thus his author: 

'Till now none fail'd this way, but flopt to hear 
Qtttt honied accents warble in his ear : ' 
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4ppt6ach i C&y 'ibd ihall into raptures rife ! ^ 
Approach ! and learn new wif^om from the wiie ! 
We know whatever the kings of mighty name 
Atchiev'd at llion in the field of Fame ; 229 
Whatever beneath the fun's bright journey lies. 

flay and learn new wifdom from the wife ! 
Thus the fweet charmers warbled o'er the 

: main; 
My foul takes wing to meet the heavenly flrain; 

1 give the fign, and fbuggle to be free : 

Swift row my mates, and fhoot along the fea ; 23$^ 
New chains they add, and rapid urge the way. 
Till dying off, the diflant founds decay : 
Then fcudding fwiftly from the dangVous ground. 
The deafen'd ear unlocked, the chains unbound^ 
Now ail at once tremendous fcenes unfold; 240 
Thunder'd the deeps, the finoking billows roU'd! 

Bat felt his foal with pleaiing raptares thriird; 

But found his mind with ftores of knowled^ fill'd. 
Ver. 239.] So Chapman : 

My friends unftopt their eares : and pie onbound : 
and our tranflator ihould have written ears alfo. 
Vcr. tio.] Thus, litendly : 

That ifle we leave ; and foon a fmoke appears* 

And fwelling furge : load founds invade our ears. 

They dropt their oars : fuch horror feiz'd each man ! 

Deep humming noifes o'er the waters ran. 

Her courfe no more the lagging veiTel hel(!%; 

The lagging vcflel no long oar impellM. 
. Swift thro* the decb 1 paft ; each feinting breaft 

I chear'd, and thus in foothing words addi^fl. 
Vcr. ^41. — — Thi/moking billows roW^f.] What is to be 



Tumu&toM waves ^mhiiik^A tlatfbdb^iitgilocii^ 
All trwibldKig^deafeaMv a^ we flood! 

N^ more the velTel ploifgh- d the dreadful wav^/ 
Fear feiz*d the mighty/ and unnervM th6 

brave; .445 

EadbdroppM his oar: but fWift from maix to^ 

laaan 
With look ferene 1 turnM, and thus began* 
Q fri^nd^ J' Qh'oft^ try'd in advcrfe ftofmit f " . 
With ills faiiiiliaF in more dreadful forms I I 
Deep: in tht dke Cyclopean den you lay, f 56 
Yet iofe return- d—Ulyflcs kd the way* 



tfndcrftbod by the fihokc of the billows ? Docs the Poet mean a 
rctil fire dMng: front the rottks ? Mod of the Criticks have jiUdj^ed 
that the rock vomited oat flames; for Homer m^mioos iiy' the 
Efegiriiurig of this book, 

*^ ''^ ThffAi; r oikoot6 SCa^att', 
I have ukeii the liberty to tranihte both thefe paflages in a dUL 
ferent fenfe ; by the fmoke I imderftaird the mifts' diat ^ife from 
the commotion^and dadiing. of the waters, and by the Jierms nf 
frey (as Homer exprefles it) the reflexions the water cafb i^ lech 
agitations that refemble flames ; thus in ilorms literally 

^ " Ardefcunt ignibus undae/* 

Scylla and Charybdis are in a continual fl^rmjr and ina)^ theiefortf 
be faid to emit flames. I have fbftened the expreffiqii iti the 
tranflation by inferting the word feitn. 

Uiyfl«8 continues upon one of thefe I'oeks fevers^hbdiirs ; that 
is, from morning till noon, as appears from. the eonduflon of* 
this book ; for leaping, from the float, he- laid hold upon a fig-tree 
that grew upon Charybdis ; but both the fig-tree and U^flfes muft 
have been confumed, if the rock had really emitted flames. I'* 
Vcr. 250. Deepiintbe dire Cyclopean demym iay. 

Yet Jkfe return' d *-* Ulyfie kd the ^<j^.] 



i Xx) ! (yj Hhe iarn^ Ulyflfes is ypur guide 1. . . 



Plutarch excellentlx expldns this paflkge in hia Ditfcrtatioti, tto^ 

tiittfc inAy>praif& hMfiif ^mthm- ilime or 'woy:3 ^S Ui^flcaJ : (fays 

" that author) fpeaksii^f ,o(^;of vanity; .h^ji^v hi^ companions 

•• terrified^ with the noife, tumult, and finpt^ of* the gulfs of 

' . '^^' ScyHkaiii ChiryMii : he therefore to ^W theiri courage, 4:e- 

. .« *' minds them of his wifdom and valour, which /they found had 

*\ frcijuent^jr^xtricated them from other dangers^: this is not yain- 

*^ ^ory or boiftiiig, fcut-'riictdife;te of Wif^ 

'' into his friends, he engages his virtue, pmwe(s..^nd capacity 

K\ for theicii^etyp anc^^flipws what confi4eiXC9 they ought tar^pofe 

^'iAf hii cdiidiiA/* Virgil puts the words.of Ulyffes in the mouth 

oftjJEocafii -^ •.(.: V -'•.■{...•.' J ,. . j^ .\ ^ ^ .i 

/ . , 7 ^O jCopU^ «ne)^)]f ,epim ign^ri fiufiu^ anite malprum^^ 
'* O paffi graviora ; dabif deus iiis qudque finiem* 
** Vtis & Scyllaeam rabiem pcnitufquc f^Qat^iif^ 
' ' .. '*^ AcceA^ ff9f{V]o»A yos & Cyiclqpea fe^a . 

*• Experti^ revocate animbs, mceitumque dmoretxi 
** Mittitc. Forfan & haec olim meminiffe :j»iyibit/* 

It muft bef^lpiirediitliat; yifgil hsis, improved #|uit he borrd|i¥s; 
^Jt^;tefdsi^i|^9rejtofp^fi]finthe^ courage of hi& fnends thanj^hat 
" IJiyffel/ifpfekks'^ MacfObitW is of this opinion ; Saturn; lib. v. 'cap. 
ti. Ulyfles lays before his companions only one inilanc^ of Jus 
condttd in efcaping dingers^ *16neas"mentions a fecond : there is 
fomcthingmpgetftT^g, in 

— ..-— 'VJpoifiaj ^ haec oUm memi^e juvabW/* 
that ini^ m rvf fA»i<Tia^»h ifu ; not only as it gives them hope to 
dcape, but as it is an afTurance that thisi v^ry danger fhall be a 
pleaiure;|. find'add to their future happinefs : it i$ not only an argu- 
ment of refolution but confolation. Scaliger agrees with Macro- 
'^^'l&AB^'Eip-iffit piricuHs ipropoHit^ vohtftatem: .nihil mm jucundius 
id memorid qu^ periculorum evt^nm, vi^oriamque recordatiomi rt'- 
frafetttat. .f p. 

Vcr. 253JJ The purport of a feptiment, hcr^ fupprcffcd by 
oar xx^t^iSkMiti ,m^y te.thu3.e«14bited$. ..,. 

V0L,-III^. tfl :^:^/:^;.;Qt: . 
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Attend my words ! your oars inccffant ply ; 
Strain cvVy nerve, and bid the veffel fly. t^ 
If from yon juflling rocks and wavy war 
Jove fafety grants ; he grants it to your care. 
And thou whofe guiding hand directs our way. 
Pilot, attentive liften and obey ! 
Bear wide thy courfe, nor plough thofe angry 

waves 260 

Where rolls yon fmoke, yon tumbling ocean 

raves ; 
Steer by the higher rock ; lefl: whirl'd around 
We fink, beneath the circling eddy drowned. 
While yet I (peak, at once thdir oars, they 

ieize. 
Stretch to the ftroke, and brufh the working 

feas* 265 

Cautious the name of Scylla I fiippreft ; 
That dreadful found had chiHM the boldeft breaft^ 



Thefe dangers too, like dangers tried befbre» 
Will foothe xeoiember'd/ and altrm no motel ~ 
Xir'tiuis:. 

Here, as befi>re> our fortunes will prevail. 
And fi)othe remembrance with the pleafing tife. 

Ver. 264.] Thus Hobbes^ with a fidelity unknowa, ^;Oiic- 
traaflator: 

Thia (aid, my fellows fpee^y obey'd^ 

Of th' monfter a^ylfo not a woid I toMft 
Left they ihould throw away thek oan, diboiUM 
And for their (heltet run into the holdw 
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.. Meantipae, forgetful of the voice divine. 
All dr<?^dful bright my limbs in armour fhine ; . 
High on the deck I take my dangVous ftand, 270 
Two glittVing javelins lighten in my hand ; 
Prepajr'd to whirl the whizzing Ipcar I ftay, 
'Till the fejl fignd arife to feize her prey. 
Around the dvingeon, ftudious to behold 
The hideous pefl, my labouring eyes I roUM ; 275 
In vain ! the difmal dungeon dark as night 
Veils the dire monfter, and confounds the fight. 
, Now thro' the rockjs, appal'd with deep difmay. 
We bend our courfe, and ftem the defp'rate way ; 
Dire Scylla there a IceneDf'horrour forms, 28a 
And here Charybdis fills the deep with ftorms. 



. Vcr. 268. — — Forgetful of the 'voice dt'oine^ 

. AH dreadful bright ntt Hfnhs in armour jhine^'\ 
This feeniingly fiiiall circomftance is not without a good effe^ : 
k ihews that Ulyfies^ even by the injunctions of a Goddefs^ can- 
not lay afide the hero* It is not out of a particular care of his 
tmvL ikfety that he arms himfelf^ for he takes his fland in the mofi: 
open and dangerous part of the vefTel. It is an evidence likewife 
that the death of his companions is not owing to a want of his 
protedion ; for it is plain that« as Horace exprefles it, 

*^ 2>iun fik», dum fociis reditum parat, afpera mulu 

" Pertulit'* 

By this conduft we fee likewife, that all the parts of the Odyfley 
aire confident, and that the fame care of his companions, which 
Homer aicribes ^o Ulyfles in the firfl lines of it, is vifible through 
the yrhole poem. P. 

Ver. 271.] This redundancy of exJ)reffion nught have been 
avoided by the flighted attention to his author: 
Two ^ui'vering javelips— -• 
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Whfen'ilie' tide fu^es 'ft6ra fe 'iWffitei^tiives 
ttic rbiigh rbck rba'rs;' tu^uI^'oiis'bbU 'ihe 

~ ' waves; ' . 

iThcy tpfs^ jhey foam, a wild iiohfiifidrt raffe, 
LikfrWkters biijb^Iing o'er the fiery' Bliife; tk^ 
Eteriwtinab;obfcure th* ae^ikl'pikhi, 
And hik aidve the rbbi! flie fpB^ts tfee'Miii : 
"When VW^lfe''the nihirigY^^ 
S^e drains &e Ocekn w^h the reflueiit ttSe^: ' 
The rock rehielioWs With a'thiind'rihg fSitiA r /90 
'l)eep, waidV6{is deepjl)gfewkJ|J6afs't&^^^ 



Vet. 183. ira* /tirg* r^i rears — ^ I dbubt not cvwy 
reader who is acquabtedwid&tipx^^ has taken notice tn this 
iiooky how he ail along adapts his veHes to the horrible fabjed 
he deicribes^ and paints the roarings, of die ocean in. woids as 
Ibnorons as that element* Autcv &ttffwQ}na%-^^^ »vafo*C^«r-— «««« 
Cjp^mc-HSs/HCi^^ lie. Suhjicit rmL .9culis^ H ^mrhm Itofirm^ 
• deminus ifi, iays ScaHger. It is. impoffiUe. t* preserver the bi^aiity 
. of Homer» in a langoage io much inferiour i hnt I have: ^n^- 
ironredto imitate what I coddnot t€^aal.. I havefl^ggcd the 
▼erfe with the vonghnefs and identity, of a ktt«'» whidh if -the 
harlheft our laftgnge affordsi; and clogged k with monofyllables, 
that the concoorie of the rough letters. nlight be.moreiqitidc ^d 
dofe in the pronunciation, and the moft open and ibiinding vowel 
occur in every word. - P. 

Ver. 287.] Thus his author, with greater eh«fi^W^ff|ni- 
ficance: 

On the tali cliffs ddlcbnds the frothy ^aialn. 

Venajo] S(>.Ghappan: .^ ..ivs.t. 

The troubled bottoms turn'd up, and flie 4bmdi/di 
and after him Ogilby: . 

All ihakes within rro^ks thunder. 



Struck with d^fpair, with trembling hearts wc . 



yiew'd 




away; 
ChU^ oJF, renown ! . loud echoing ihrieks ariie^ %^. 
I turn, aAd view them'^uivermg in £^^ 
Xhey call, and aid with out-flxetdh*d anns ii^^ 

plore: 
In vain they call ! thofe anns are ftretchM no 

more. 
As fronii ibme rock that overhangs the flood, 300 . 
Xhe filent fiihcr caft? th* infidiousfood, *" 



Vh*. 292.] For this couplet^ on accoant of it^s moft. wretched 
rhymes, there is no ciire bat the iponge: otherw^e, a cloft, 
adherence t6 the original would improve it : 

With h^rr^ 'pak» and trembling hearts-—. 
TJw/ literally: 

Straight o'er otir cheeks a livid horror ipread ; 
We view appall'd, and infbmt ruin dread« 
Ver.^300. 4* from Jmi roclt thkt owrbtmgs the Jlo9il^ 

The Jiknt fiJUr ] 

Thefe tender and calm fimilitades have a pecoliar beauty^ when 
introduced to illuflrate fuch images of terrour as the Poet here 
describes : they fet off each the other by an happy cbntiraff, and 
become both more ftrong by oppoiition. ' Eirflathia^ remarks^ 
that there is alwatys a peculiar fweetnds in klluSons that arc bor* 
rowed irom calm Hfe, as fifhing, hunting/ and rural affidr».'' * P. 
Vef.'^or.]: Pope, in his Windfoir Forcft, ver. 137. 
The patient ^^ takes his /&»/ftand« ^ 

■••- - ■■ - -o,. ■•-. 
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With firaudful care he waits' the finny prize. 
And fudden lifts it quivering to the Ikies : 
S6 the foul monfter lifts her prey on high. 
So pant the wretches, ftruggling iii the fky : 30$ ' 
In the wide dungeon flie devours her food, 
And the flefh trembles while fhe chiiriis the blood. 
Worn as 1 am with griefs, with care decay 'd j 
Never, I never, fcene fb dire furveyM ! ^ ' 

My fliiv'ring blood, congeal'd, forgot to flqW ; 3 10 
Aghaft I flood, a monument of wo6 ! 

Now from the rocks the rapid veflel flies. 
And the hoarfe din like diftant thunder dies ; 
To Sol's bright ifle our voyage we purfiie. 
And now the glittVing mountains rife to view. 315 
There facred to the radiant God of day, 
Graze the fair herds, the flocks promifcuous flxay ; 
Then fiiddenly was heard along the main 
To low the. ox, to beat the woolly train. ' 
Straight to my anxious thoughts the found con- 

vey'd 
The words of Circe and the Theban fhade ; 321 



Ver. 308.] Thuscxaaiy: 

In all the feas I fearcht, the toils I bore, 
Thcfc eyes ne'er vicw'd fo dire a^icene before i 
The next couplet has occurred elfe where in nearly the fame terms, 
and may be expung'd, as a mere fuperiluous interpolation of our 
inaccurate tranllator. 

Ver. 314. To SoPi hrighi ifle ^^ — ] This ifle is evidently 
Sicily; for h« has already informed us, that thefe herds were 011 
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WamM by their awful voice theie fhores to 

fliun. 
With cautiDus fears oppreft, I thus begun. 

O Friends ! oh ever exercisM in care ! 
Hear hcav'n's commands, and revVence what je 
hear ! 32; 

To fly thefe fhores the prefcient Theban fhade 
And Circe warns ! O be their voice obey'd : 
Some mighty woe relentleis heav'n forebodes : 
Fly thefe dire regions, and revere the Gods ! 

While yet I fpoke, a fudden fbrrow ran 330 
Thro^ ev'ry breafl, and Ipread from man to man 
'Till wrathful thus Eurylochus began* 

O cruel thou ! fome Fury fiire has flcel'd 
That fiubborn foul, by toil untaught to yield ! 



•1 



Tiihacria^ (fo antiendy called from the three promontories of 
Lilybacum^ Pelonis, and Pachynas) . ?• 

Ver. 322.] Much in the iame manner Ogilby : 

To wave that coaft belonging to the Jiin ; 

Then with iad heart, thus I to them legum* 

Ver. 332. 'TV// 'wrathful thus Emylocbms iegan.] Hosier hat 
found out a way to turn reproach into praife. What Eurylochus 
ipeaks in his wrath againft Ulyfles as a fault, is really his glory ; 
it ihews him to be indefatigable, patient in adveriity, and obedient 
to the decrees of the Gods. And what ftill heightens the panegy* 
rick is, that it is fpoken by an enemy, who muft therefore be free 
irom all fufpicion of flattery. Dacier* P. 

Ver. 333.] Thus, literally : 

Untam'd thy fbength, thy limbs no labour feel ; 
Chief nnfubmitting ! with a frame of fleel ! 
04 
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FVom fleep4ebarr'd, w<? fihk from wqfes t6 Wops i/: 
And crupl, envieft thou a Ihoit repofe ? : 33$ 
Still muft we* refUefe rove, new feasexplorey . 
The fun defpendirig^ and fb near thi (hpre? * 
And la ! the ni^t begiQS her glopmyreigii, ' 
And doubles all the terrours of the iriainv^ }i^ 
Oft in the dead'of night loud winds aitifd^ ' 

Lafli the wild fiirge, and feluftiir in the ikiiefe ^^ ^ 
Oh fliould the fiercefouth-weft his rag^^j^fpfayv * 
And:tofs \ii^ith rifing-ftorms^the wat'ryiway^. ' 
T;Uio' Gods defcend from heav'h's aerial; plain 345 
To lend us^aid, the Gods defcend in irain : ' 
Then while: the Night difplays her awfbl ihJuTd, 
Sweet time of flumber ! be the night pl>ey-d I 
H^fte ye to knd ! and When the mbrnin^ riy : 
Sheds her bright beanas, pui&e the deflin'd way. 
. A fiidden joy in every hofqm rofe ; 351^ 

$0 willM fortie daemon, minifter of woes I 



yer,336.] jMore truly;. 

Refaji thou envied:^ and a fhort repofc. 
Vet. 341.] Or thus, with greater fidelity : 

/iow oft fy night ferte-'ivricliftg winds arife. 
But a literal vcrfion of the orijphal, correfpondcnt to thefc firu 
coupletc, will bcft point out the deviation of our Poet. 
!By night fierce winds, the bane of (hips, arife : 
And who fhall fcape deHrufdoh, if fliould burl!'. 
With fudden guft -tempefttous, or thfc &iuth. 
Or blutomg Weft ? winds, fetal to the bark ; 
Winds, that jdifdain their fovereign lord's controal ! 
Otherwife, there is fome good poetry in this fpeech. 
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ToMiiom with grief -—OfwiA to be UndQne,^ 
Qmftrain'd I aA what \^iSom fabb me^ihun« 
But yonder herds;, and yoDider flOcks f(»rbear ; . 35; 
Atteft tbte heavens, and callft the Gods to hear;:: 
QMteat, ail innocent repailrdi^y^ 
Bjr Circe giv^i, and fly the dsmg'tov^ pey^ 

Thu£ I : and while to fhore the vefm^ flies,, 
With handsr uplifted they atteft the flues ; s^ 
Tb^ where a fountain's gurgling wate^ pky, , 
Tbty mfh to land^ and end in feafts the: day : 
They feed;, they quaff; and now (theu* huiig^p. 

fled) 
Sigh for thcif fliends devour'd^ and mountt^ 

Ven 363. — And now {their hunger JUd") 

Sirb far their friends devoured, and meumthe dead J] 
This condad may feem ibinewfaat extraordinary ; the companions 
of VlySes appear to have forgot their loft friends^ th^y .entertain 
themielves with a due rcfrefhment^ and then find leifaie to moocp; 
whereas a true forrow would more probably have taken away all 
appetitel fint the pradice of UlyiTes's ^ends is cbnibnaoi to 
the cuftoms of antiijuity: it was efteemed a pro£uiation and « 
piece of ingratitude to the Gods, to mix fbrrow with their enter* 
tainments : the Kckirs of repaft were allotted to joy, and thank£> 
giving to heaven fbr the bounty it gave to man by Aiflenance. 
Befides; this j^nldlce bears a fecret inftnidion, viz. that the prin- 
cipal care is owing to the living ; and when diat is over, the 
dcid are.not to b<s negleded.. iEneas and his friends are drawn 
in the &he attihide by Virgil : 

'' Poftquain exempta &mes epiiKs, menfae^ retnotas^ 

** Amlflbs longO fbdoi fermone reqaimnt; 

" Prasdpue pius JEnltta, liimc acris Oronti, ^ - 

** NoBC Anyci eafiim gemtt," &c. P« 

V^.964«] Ordns^ivadi'lefttiatdogy: 



And heav'n and heavens immortal thrcft^^^f^flore, 

Ti»^m.tbetra8«i!ig3iOfe th^.fb^ mmr 
Awl g^\tvnawcpeap^*J>t©,nay:r^»lia^^ ag?iii.; 4^ 
Then Q?i(^ my,fiy^,thft; Qo4% fefil ik^^^^i 

O friends, a thoufand ways frail mo^4^ lead 
To the cold tomb, tm^^^^lM tq Me^;, ' 
Bot dreadful naoft* wJaen^by.ajQow.deQay 4^5^ 
IVdg hunger waftes the manly ftrengtji.away. 
Whyijceafe y^ tben.ti implow. tho^ppw^s ^vfi»\ 
And offer hecatombs to thundVing Jpve ? 



it would have fhewed a want of authorit^^ which would have been 
a^dt^acagemenLtou that hero. Npw.wlntprrt^ict. copid be ^pn, 

to 4ie GQdB ? His affairs are brought to tlie utmoft extremity, Kis 
companions mormuE, and hunger pj^nieffei. This Pott t^erqfi^^ 
tt>^^ring about the crime of thefe offenders by probable methods, 
leprefents Ulyffes jetiring^ to fupplicate the Gods ; a conduA 
^l^k ;they^ooght to^Jiavelimifase^: ^Mih tb^r^'. is a TpfKpa^ 

and tl^e guilt of his compamons« we acknowledge the equity whcfn 
we fee t^m perifliy and-Ulyfles-preftrved ^-om aHhiSs dangers* . tS 
Th^ tnm(Ktien. hero w r^c^ngrfy i^un^l^ |^^ ^Pfr'«^ 4ff\ ^ 
numberlefs oth^ paffages. The fubjoin'ed ^tten^pt is veroally 
fcitkful: - ' ' - '" -^ ^ 

I through the iflandi walktapact* ta prty 
The Gods> if fome the method would difclofe 
Of our return. When from my friends remote, 
, With waihen hands, where (belter from the wind 
I found, to ali th' Olympian Gods I pray'cl : 
T^ey on mine eye-U^s pour'd delicious fleep. 
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* Why feizif^y^ot-^yrtri b6eVe6, ali^ fldecy p^cy ? 
Arife Iiflfar«rtibu9 ; ' ^atife arid fliay ! i ^lo 

AM^t iffee'Odaibrtl^m'a fafe ittum. 
To Ph6ebtt^^ffirte'(haU rife, 'and altBfs bwn. 
•Bdt'fhotrld the pcM^rs that o*e?'manfcihd pfcdde, 
^Decreef 'td plaftfge usf in tfce whelming tiite,- 



^ ceding verfes'ojf thfe.fpeechkrc excellent. Thus/ 

, , Cqme^ feize thefe heifers of the San; andtcUl 
• To an"the GtSds; ' who fWsLf ttf^C«yfflpiah-ftiIt 

■ vWi 41 i;] It ii t6 be kmeiitedv that the Utter ^k'ig'aiM 
fpeech wants acci^acy^ and the' concluding diftich» elegance*" I 
ihall atteinpt a iubititution^ exadiy confbnniable to the wofds'of 
the'^^al : 

. With Hch ahdmunetbus gifts addtn'dj, s( dome , 

Shall rife to Phoebus at our 'native hoihe* . . 
\«a^ i^iiis'%«i^murd whfclri^ 
J And all th* affen&ng 9^ ^^^^ *^ ^^^^ 
. The choaking flood fhall fooner ftop my breathy 
¥hai^'bkrren fdminte aind i^lbl^eHng dektk 
Ver. 4(£; To FBiAu^ firinet ftfollrije^ — ;. -^J filirybdiiir^ts 
.on an a)r pf pietf to perfuade his companions, to commit facril^ : 
ls€t'urfaarifice^'tLy% he, to the Qoh: ii\i'i^^hzki^i\at 
: ^S^ (hai^ lafftfice. (f 6tteir MTlrlto^Xte n^ttife ofibmy.wgch 
^ftttdiousto£nde^afes to ja^)rt)ur crimes; and we often onend, 
merely throi^h hopes of a ^don. "D^ier* 

*9%e* t^ord'in^^e bitgi&d i$^'7i^«V'^<^ dbe^'dobflgl^fy 
flatues, but ornaments^ oyaO^la, ^!^£ "P> ^'' i'^P<>^tc<^ ui the 
temples; fuchas 

or as it is expreifeS ih' the'tUad, 

Hefychius interprets Sya\x» to 1bei«rS» 1^* Z riia^TOJlM, en an 
cvmBiia, i«^oi; that is, '0(7«x^fi|;ni£es every bin^'l&eift with which 
« perfon is'^eligHted or adolf^ed ; iiot a ftatue^' as it iiuhd^rftood 
by the gcti^ty/^^»ri/r. 'afij^/Wftx- ' P. 
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Better to rufh at once to (hades below, 415 

Than linger life away, and nouriih woe I 

Thus he : the beeves around fccurely ilray. 
When fwift to ruin they invade the; prey* . 
They feize, they kill ! — but for the rite divine. 
The, barley fail'd, and for libations, wine^ 410 
Swift from the oak they ftrip the ihady pride ; 
And verdant leaves the flow'ry cake flif^ly'd* 

With pray'r they now addr^fs th* artherial train. 
Slay the felefted beeves, and flay the flain : 
The thighs, with fat involv'd, divide with art, 425 
Strew'd o'er with morfels cut from ev'ry part* 
Water, inftead of wine, is brought in urns, ' 
And pourM profanely as the vidim burils. 
The thighs thus ofFerM, and the entrails drcft. 
They roaft the fragments, and prepare thefcaft. 430 

'Twas then foft {lumber fled my troubled brain : 
Back to the bark I fpeed along the main. 
When lo ! an odour from the feaft exhales. 
Spreads o'er the coafl:, and fcents the tainted gales ;. 
A chilly fear congeal'd my vital blood, 43$ 

And thus, obtefting heav'n, I mourn'd aloud. 



Ver. 419.] Chapman is exa£i : 

— — — i But other rites their fliip 

Could not afford them : they did therefore ftrip 
The curld-head oke of frefh yong leaves, to i^ake 
Supply of fervice for their barly-cake. 

Ver. 436.] Or thus, more feithfolly and corre^y : 
And, thus invoking heaven, nmthjighi I/W. 
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. O Sir« of itQfiVk [and Gods< imm wtal Jovp ! 
Oh all ye blifeful pow'rs that reign ^bove ! 
Wh/ were my carea beguil'd in ikott repoie ?. 
Q fatal flumber9^ paid with lading woes ! 440 
A deed fo dreadful all the Gods alarms^: 
^Vengeance is on the wing, and heav*n in arms ! 

Mean-time Lampetie mo^ints the aerial way^ 
And kindles into rage the God of day : 

Vengeance, ye powVs, (he. cries) and thou 
whoie hand 44; 

Aims the red bolt, and hurls the writhen brandl 
Slain are thofe herds which I with pride iiirvey^ ^ 
When thro* the ports of heaven I pour the day ^ V 
Or deep in ocean plunge the burning ray. . 3 
Vengeance, ye Gods! or I the flues forego, «« 
And bear the lamp of heav'n to (hades below* 



Vtr. 437.] Thus Ogilby: 

Then to the Gods I thus complained ; Oh ( J^ve, 
• And all you happy powers that dwell ai9W *^; 
Ver • 439.]' The whde fenfe of his aathor may be more clearly 
comprifiid in af fingle couplet, thos : 

A cruel fleep ye feikt mie, to fey bane : 
< ;; r My lawlefs cr^ew have dar'd this deed profiine ! 
■ Yer. 448.} Our tranfOator might have been perfeffly iaithfiil 
vj^diont any lofs of elegance : . 

When thro' tfae/«r>-^/riPy hteven iegins nt^ wo^. 
And 'wi^em U earth deilifies m^ farting ray. 
Ver. 4SO.] Ogilby is not amifs : 

'Right we, with fpeed, or elfe thefe glorious beams 
ShaH gild hell's manfions and the Stygian ftreams.. ^ 
Ten 45 1. AndUar the lamp of hea^*n toJbaJis iikw.J TRis k 
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. ' To vrhomthti thftd^riag^ PomiV ; O &mcc of 

o^till ni^y thy:1»lms thso^Jieayra's^bri^ 

rifej ' ' ■ - ■ •■;[/./ 

'^^Ple joy of r^ttUrthy^^ and Aglory. of ctbe ikies | . 45 j^ 



.. i^:Z Tery b(dd ^6tion;<for ]i9w^can the fan be, imagined la illn- 
' ininate the r^gions^of the dead ; that^is; to Aiine withik the earth, 
^foT there the realm of Pluto is placed byJUomer ? :I jan perfuaded 
1 rtli^ oifanUig is only that hi:,woidd no more rife, but Je^ ve th^^arth 
^ 'aSnd heayens in perpetual darknefs. ' Erebus is jplaced in'the* Weft, 

1^ «Mlli<cithfe &» dtts, . and oonfeqaeiitly ^btn he 4difat>pears;: Mttiy 
t l]«rfticl.t^»bf.fuok ixuptl^ realn^s of darknfiTf » <Qr, ^^i^e^s. t 
' Perhaps t)ie i^hole fiftion might be fi)unded rcall/npon th'ob- 
i lcrvatky|^fbne^iliiQ<i^ aQ>taI 

.. cclipfiMI^oAefi^arlfes,,^^rhlclJ ^»ep^ i|t.a,time;::iyl|ei^.j(|i^iniy re- 
markable crime was comnjitted, ,z^d gave the Po^ts liberty^ to fe^ 
chsTi^tbe'fun ^$^^6^^ his Hgli^ froai tiie^new^rit^ ^^ha»iiC-die 
death of Caefar the glol^ of the fun was obicured, or gave but a 
weak light (fays Plutarch) a^whole year : and Pliny, lib. ii. 8o* 
Fiipit fmdigioji H longions fills jigf^ui^ tpHfu fpeni yom^^palbn 
emulnm. • TUs Vingtl dijoefUyapi^.ta the l&prrottt *the fun co»a 
ceived a,t the c(ca^ ot Qseiar. piqi;^ i» 

. >Y^^IlfottknAejtmaoiiiiftnitwCaHwR^ 
** Cum caput obfcnril nitidiuii lisrnigsiie teyit, 
«' Iropiaqqeraeteraam rinwamnt fecola no£^ein/* 

And if ^irgfi bulght iky that -th^ -fen withdrew hi« beams at the 
-^tjii^eiy'oftheJtiwnn^whymay&btHonier iay.t^ con* 

ceming the crime of the companions of Ulyfies K 1\irifir imiagint ■ 
that Hower-had^^iieajnd of the iiui's fluicUiig,ftiU al the voice of 
Joihna ; for if: (A^ fte) he could ftand ftiU in-thft Apper region^ 
why may not he do the ikme in the. contrary hcifiifphere, ^hat is, 
in tbe language jof -Homer, btarbuhmfs to. fit^iMlvw T But 
thisfeems to be fpoken: without any foundation, there being no 
,r jDk6^a$K)ntohav«tecourfe toxhatmiiaciUous'eventf^^^^ P« 



1 
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Lo 1 my red arm I bare, my thunders guide. 

To dafli th' offenders in the whelming tide. 
To feir Calypfo from the bright abodes,, 

Hermes conveyed thefe councils of the Gods, 
Mean-time from man to man my tongue ex- 
claims, 469 

My wrath is kindled, and my foul in flames. . 

In yain ! I view performed the direful deed. 

Beeves, flain by heaps, along the ocean bleed. 
Now heav'n gave figns of wrath ; along the 
ground 

Crept the raw hides, and with a bellowing 
found 465 

feoar'd the dead limbs; the burning entrails 
groan'd. 

Vcr. 458. fofttir Calyp/ofrom the bright abodes, 

Hermes ccn^vey d thefe councils of the OodsJ] 
Thefe lines are inferted (as Euflathius obferves) folely to reconcile 
the ftory tp credibility ; for how was it poflible for UlyfTes to 
arrive at the knowledge of what was done in heaven, without a 
difcovery made by fome of the Deities ? The perfons by whom 
thefe difcoarfes of the Gods are difcovered are happily chofen ; 
Mercury was the mefTenger of heaven, and it is this God who 
defcends to Calypfo iil the fifth book of the Odyfley : fo that there 
was a correfpondence between Calypfo and Mercury ; and there^ 
fCMre he is a proper perfon to make this difcovery to that Goddefs, 
Und' i^, put of affe^ion, to Uly/fes. P. 

' Or thus, more exaflly, and with a more perfe£l rhyme : 

To me Calypfo, what I now unfold, 
\ Hermes himfelf to fair Caljrpfo told. 

Ven 464. Now heav*n ga^ve figns of 'vttath ; dong the ground 
Crept the raiM hides — — ] 

Vol. III. P 
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Six guilty days my wretched mates employ 
In impious feafting, and unhallowed joy ; 



This paflkge ((ays Eaflathitts) gave an occafion of laughter to 
mtn ^pofed to be n^rry» AaSa^ yiXoiocfii ^i^xf Tvif cirdu^i iUs^Ho'^. 
He adds, that the terrours of a guilty confciencc drove the com- 
panions of Ulyfles into thefe imaginations : guilt is abie to create 
a phantom in k moment, fo that thefe appearances were nothing 
but the illuiiona of a difturbed imagination. He cites a paflagje 
from the Calfiope of Herodotus to vindicate Hpmer : ArtayAes, 
a Perfian general, had pljond^red a temple in which was the UhpbH , 
of Protefikus, where great riches were deppfited ; afterwards he 
was befieged in Seilus, and taken prifoner : onie day, one of lus 
giiards was boiling falted fiihes (jifix^t) and tbey leaped^ and 
mjDved as if they had been alive, and newly taken out of thp. 
water : divers p^ribns cfouded about the plkce, and wondered at 
th)e miracle ; when Artay^es faid, Friinds, you an nt^ at ail eon- 
tttneditt this miracle : Pr$tefil^, though tkadt admonijba m h tiis 
fign^ that the Gods have gi<ven him fewer to revenge tie in/my T 
cfiredto his monument in Eleus, But this is }uiUfymg one fable by 
another ; and this looks alfo like the eiEdds of a guilty confcience. 
This is not among the paiTages condemned by Longinus ; and 
indeed it was no way blameable, if we confider the times when 
it was fpoken^ and the perfons to whom it is related : I mew.. 
Phaeacians, who were delighted with fuch wonders. Whatwat 
&id injudicioufly by a great writer, may very properly be appUea 
to thefe people, Credo^ quia impojjihile efi, Bpt we need not havi^ 
retouirft to their credulity for a vindication of this ftory : Hosier; 
\a& given us an account of all the abftrufe arts, fuchasiiecromai^y^ 
ik'itdicraft, and natural portents ; here he relates a produy^ tbi|( 
belief of which univerially preyed among the antients : Iiet ^nj; 
one read Livy , and he will find innumerable inftances of piodj^f^ 
^c^ually incredible as this, which were related by the ynS^ ^^, 
believed at leaft by the vulgar. Thus we read of (peaking oi^ii» 
the fweating oi the flatues of the Gpds, in the beft Roman hmones* 
If fuch wonders might have a ph^e in hiftory> they may certainty 
be allowed room in poetry, whofe province is ^ble ^ it fignito 
nothing whethera (lory be triie or &lfe, provided it be etaSHI^ed 
by common belief, or common fkme ; this b a fufficitot foundat^oa. 
for poetry. VirgU, Georg. i. 47S. ' '. " "^ 
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The fev^nth arofe, and now the Sire of Gods 
Rein'd the rough ftorms, and calm'd the toiling;' 
' floods: 476 

With '^ed the bark we climb ; the {paciotis fails 
LoosMfrom the yards invite th* impelling gales. 
Paid fight of fh^re, along the (urge we bound. 
And all above is Iky, and ocean sJl around ! 
When lo ! a murky cloud the thundVer forms 475 
Full o*er our heads, and blackens heaven with 

ftorms. 
IJigbt dwells o-qr all the deep : and now out flie$, 
The gloomy Weft, and whittles in the ikies* 



* «« .— .^ -* ,^ Pccudcfque locuta, 
'' Infindiim! fiihmt amneV' &c. 
The days of wonder arc now over, and therefore a Poet would be 
blameable to make u{e of fuch impoffibilities in thefe ages : they 
are now almoft oniver&lly difbelieved, and therefore woajd not be 
sqpprc^ed as bold fi^ons, but exploded as wild extravagancies, P. 
' Vcr. 469.] Thus, with fidelity : 

When the feventh motning Jove Saturnian gave, 
Hufh'd was the tempefPs roar, and fmooth the wave. 
Ven4^3.] Afine couplet! Dryden,atafinular pai&ge,^n.v. 12, 
New feas and Qat9 their proved only loitnd. 
An empty fpace above, a floating field around: 
Aad at Msmd iii. 255. 

with only fcas around, and fides above. 
•VcR^y;. •*- *— And nwtt out fliet 

XxxftgimiSs ^hile he condemns the Odyfley as wanting fire, through 
Hit 4bcsf of Homer's £incy, excepts the deicrlptions of the tern- 
ptAa, 'whkbi lie allows to be painted with the boldefi; and likrongeft 
llroltes of poetry^ Let any perfbn read that pafiiage in the fifth 
tbedt^-aAdlhte wiB be convinced of the fire of Homer's fimcy, 

? z 



ai2 HOMER'S ODTSSEY; uookxeu 

The mountain-billows roar ! the furious blaft 
Howls o'er the fhroud, and rends it from the mail : . 
The maft gives way, and crackling as it bends, 481 
Tears up the deck ; then all at once defcends : , / 
The pilot by the tumbling ruin flain, 
Dalh'd from the helm, falk headlong in the main. 

The two lail lines are here repeated ;. and Scaliger, a fecond Zoilus 
of Homer» allows them to be omnia pulebra, plena, gratna, p. 469, 
There is a ftorm in the very words, and the horrours of it are 
vifible In the verfes, 

Virgil was mailer n^ too much judgment, not to embellifii his 
JEneid with this defcription. 

** Incubuere mari, totumque a fedibus imis 
*< Una Eurufquc Notufque munt, creberque procellis 
'* Africus, & vaftos volvunt ad littora fludlus, 
" Eripiunt fubito nubes coelumque diemqu^ 
*' Teucrorum ex oculis: ponto nox incubat atra." 
Thefe are almoft literally tradlated from the abovementiotied 
verfes of Homer, and thefe following. 

Zvy V £v^0« n NoT^ r' matf Ztfufoq Tf iucctiis 
Keu Bofim al^foTtfiryKf fMya xSfMt xvAtyjWr* 
Scaliger calls the verfes of Homer, di'viua oration but prefers thofe 
of Virgil. . Totumque afidibus imis, is Wronger than irifo^i vopIow^ 
tic. and Al^^Mrrs is an ill chofen epithet, to be niied to deicribft 
a ftorm, for it carries an image of ferenity. But that is to be 
4mderfl(5od of the general nature of that wind : as a river may be 
faid to be gentle, though capable to be fwelled into a flood. Bat 
I leave the preference to the reader's judgment. P# 

Ver. 48.3. The pilot hy the tumhling ruinjlain.] Thereisagreat 
fimilitude between this paflage and fome veries in Virgil, in whici^ 
as Scaliger ji»dges, and perhaps with feaipnt the preference ii^uk. 
be given to the Roma«iJ^oet. Tenuipma, &ys thatCrittck^ (tf 
levij/imd utitur narratione Homerus^, 
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Then Jove in anger bids his thunders roll, 485 
And forky lightnings flafh from pole to pole ; 

^nd again, 

'Oi )l Kepunaip ixfXoi «ip2 »?« |b(fXfti»»» 
KifMunt IfAfofM; 
*' — — Ingens a vcrtice Pontus 
'* In puppim ferit ; excutltur, pronufque magifier 
*' Volvitur in caput." 
" — — Aft illam tcr flu€liis ibidem 
** Torquet agens circupi, Sc rapidus vorat aequore vortex, 
** Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto." 
There is certainly better verfiiication in theft lines of Virgil» than 
in thofe of Homer : there is better colourmg, and they iet the 
thing they defcribe full before our eyes. Virgil has omitted the 
two fiiorC fimijitudes of the Diver, and the Sea-mews^ defpairing 
perhaps te make them ihine in the Roman language* There is a 
third fimile in Homer of the Bat or Bird of night N^xlipK, which 
3s introduced to reprefent UlyiTes clinging round the fig-tree. It 
is true the whole three are taken from low fubje^s, but they very 
well paint the thing they were intended to illuftrate. P. 

Our critics feem to forget, that a copier may eafily improve.— « 
Thus his author: 

•— — — then at the veflel's ftem 

The pilot's head it fmote, and inilant cruiht 
The bones together fqueez'd : he o'er the fides 
Fell, like a diver : life forfook his bones. 
Ver. 485.] AU this paragraph is executed iii a very inferiour 
|tile: and Chapman has a much better notion of his original; 
Together, all this time, Jove's thunder chid. 
And through and through the ihip his lightning glid r 
Till it embrac't her round : her bulke was filld 
With nafty fulphur, and her men were killd : 
Tumbl'd to fea, like fea-mews fwanmie about, 
^ And there the date of their rcturnc was out, 
^3 
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Fierce at our heads bis deadly bolt h^ aims^ 
Red with uncommon wrat^, and wf apt in flanaes x 
Full on the bark it feUf aow high, now low, 
Tofs'd and retofe'd, it reel'd beneath the blow ; 
At once into the main the crew it ffiook : 491 
Sulphureous odours rofe, and fmould'ring iktdcet 
Like fowl that haunt the floods, they fint^ they" 

rife, 
Now loft, now feen, with fhfieks and dreadful 

cries ; 494 

And ftrive to gain the bark ; but Jove denies. ^ 
Firm at the helm I ftand, when fielrce the main 
RufliM with diretioife anddafli'd the fideS intwaifi^^ 
Again impetuous drove the furious blaft, 
Snapt the ftrong helm, and bore to fed the riiaft, 
Firm to the maft with cords the helm I bind. 
And ride aloft, to Providence refign 
Thro' tumbling billows, and a War 

Now funk the Weft, and now afouthern breeze 
More dreadful than the tempeft, lafhM the feats ; 
For on the rocks it bore where Scylla raves, 505 
And dire Charybdis rolls her thund'ring waves, 

Vcr. 496.] His author fays, 

/ tbro^ the Jhip ivas faffing^ *iill the main — , 
Vcr. 504.1 Chapman is corteft : 

-- — — — — and then arofe 
Th^ South, that bred rac more abhorred woes ; 
bttt our tranflator followed the inaccuracy of Ogilby : 
when weftern winds their fury had aiTwag'd 
Arofe a fouthern tempefl, tnon tnra^d. 



Im I bind, 1 

I'd, 501 V 

of wind. 3 
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All night I drove; aridj at the dawn of day, 
Faft by the rocks beheld the defp'rate way : 
Juft when the lea within her gulfs fubiid^. 
And in the roaring whirlpools rufh tfate tide^. sjg 
Swift frona the float I vaulted with a bound. 
The lofty fig-tree feiz'd, arid clung around,. 
So to the beam the bat tenacious clings. 
And pendant round it clalps his leathern wings. 
High in the air the tree its boughs difplayM, 51^ 
And o'er the dungeon caft a dreadful fhade. 
All unfuftain'd between the wave and Iky, 
Beneath my feet the whirling billows fly. 
What- time the judge forfakes the noify bar 
1*0 take repaft, and ftiUs the wordy war ; 520 



Ver. 5 1 3.] This couplet is fpun from t*w§ words of his author^ 
thus folly exhibited in Ogilby : 

And bat'likt clung. 
The whole pailkge is rendered without any fhare of landable pre- 
lafion, and with little attention to the language of his author. 

Ver. 5 16.] More fidelity were eafily gained here by the tranf- 
. pofition of a word : 

And o'er the dreac'ful dungeon caft a (hade. 

Vcr. 519. What'time tht judge forfakes the noij^ bar 

To take repaft ] 

This pafTage has been egregioufly mifunderftood by Monfieu^ 
Pcrrault, Ulyffes being carried (fays tjiat author) on his maft to- 
wards Charybdis, leaps from it, and clings like a bat round a fig- 
tree, waiting till the return of the maft from the gulfs of it ; and 
adds, that when he faw it, he was as glad as a judge when he 
rifes from hb feat to go to dinner, after having ^ried feveral caufes. 
^utBoileau fidly vindicates Homer in his refle^ona onLopginusi 

P4 
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Charybdi$ rumbling from her inmoft caves. 
The maft refunded on her refluent waves. 
Swift from the tree, the floating maft to gain. 
Sudden I dropp'd amidft the flafhing main ; 
Once more undaunted on the ruin rode, 515 

And oar'd with labVing arms along the flood. 



before the ufe of dials or clocks the antients diftinguifticd the day 
by fome reniarkable ofHces or flated employments : a^ from the 
dining of the labourer, 

— — What-time in fome fequefter'd vale 
The weary woodman fpreads his fparing meal. 
Iliad xi. ver. 1 19. See the Annotations ; fo here from the ri^g 
of the judges : and both denote the mid-day or noon-tide hpur. 
Thus it is ufed by Hippocrates, who fpeaking of a perfon wounded 
with a javelih in the liver, fays he died wpiy ayof^" ^vfl^w*, a little 
before the breaking up of the aflcmbly, or before the judge rifes 
from his tribunal: or as fome underflgnd it, a little before the 
finifhing of the market : there is a parallel expreffion in Xenophon, 
0^ 1)^ Ti «/A^« ciyo^du «rxi0tfo-tff. This riling of the judge Perraalt 
miftakes for a comparifon, to exprefs the joy which UlyfTes con- 
ceived at the fight of the return of his mall; than which nothing 
can be more diftant from Homer's Sentiment. 

From this defcription we may precifely learn the time that; 
paired while Ulyffes clung round tlie fig-tree. 
^-. — — ^ At the dawn of day, 
f aft by the rocks I ploughed the defp'rate way. 

So that at morning he leaped from his float, and about noon re- 
ct^vered it : now Euftathius affirms, that in the fpace of twenty- 
four hours there are three tides, and dividing that time into th]«e 
parts, UlylTes will appear to have remained upon the rock e;ght 
hours. The exaft time when the judge rofe from his tribunal is 
not apparent : Boileau fuppofes it to be about three, o'clock in 
the afternoon, Dacier about two ; but the time was certain among 
the ancients, and is only dubious to us, as we are ignorant of the 
hour of the day when the judge entered his tribunal, and when 
he left it. P. 
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Unfeen I pafs'd by Scylla*s dire abodes : 
So Jove decreed, (dread Sire of men and Gods) 
Then nine long days I ploughed the calmer feas, 
Heay'd by the furge, and wafted by the breeze, 53Q. 
Weary and wet th' Ogygian (hores I gain. 
When the tenth iun defcended to the main. 

Vcr. 527.] Thus, with all fidelity: 

Unfeen by Scylla, or my ruin then 

Were fure : fo will'd the iire of Gods and men ! 

Ver. 532. When the tenth fun defcended to the main.] This ac-^ 
count is very extraordinary. Uly/fes continued upon the maft ten 
days, and confequently ten days without any nouriihment* Lon- 
ginus brings this paffage as an inflance of the decay of Homer's 
genius, and his launching out into extravagant fables. I wonder 
Ettilathius fhould be iilent about this objedion ; but Dacier en- 
deavours to vindicate Homer, from a fimilar place in the A6(s of 
the Apollles, chap, xxvii. ver. 33. where St. Paul fays to the failors. 
This if the fourtienth day that ye have tarried^ and continued fafting, 
halving taken nothing. Now if the failors in the Adls could fall 
fourteen days, why might not UlyfTes &ft ten ? But this place b/ 
no means comes up to the point.. The words are rf7^api0%ailkx«T)si' 
eifAtfot fiiJf>ifa9 vfocrioKBmi, that is, expediing the fourteenth day, 
(which is to-day) you continue without eating ; fo the meaning 
is, they had taken no food all that day ; the danger was fo great 
that they had no leifure to think upon hunger. This is the literal 
conftrudion of the words, and implies that out of expedation of 
the fourteenth day, (which they looked upon as a critical time 
when their danger would be at the highefl) they had forgot to 
take their ufual repafl ; and not that they had failed fourteen days. 
But if any perfon thinks that the fefting is to be applied to the 
whole fourteen days, it muft be in that latitude wherein interpre- 
ters expound Heiiod. 

— " — — «^ Tl aVFOV 
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There in Cafyplb's cfvcf -fhigrant Boiv'rs 
Refitflfd I ky; ^d joy beguil'd the houi^. 



wycK fignlfiiS nbt tHkt tfiey eft n6 Ifieat at ill, btit tMt thcfy H^ 
not leifure trough their danger to ol)(erve the ufiial and ftated 
koars of repaft : thev eat in their arms, with th^ hands fouled 
withbl(X)cl. Biitlta^^&^fdfitil^r lenfe tobethebeher. BeAdes, 
it is impoffible to make this place of any fervice to Homer; for if 
thefe men continued fo long siting, it was a miraculous fail; 
and how can this be applied to Ulyfles, who is not imagined to 
owe his power of filing to any fupematural affifbnce ? But it is 
almoft a demonflration that the lailor^ in the A6b eat during the 
tempeft : why fhould they abftain ? It was not for wafat of food ; 
for at St. Paul's injundion they take fome fuftenance : now it is 
abfurd to imagine a miracle to be. performed, when common and 
cafy means were at hand to make fuch a fupematural a6t unnecef- 
iary* If they had been without food» then indeed a miracle might 
have been {uppofed to fupply it. If they had died through fading, 
when meat was at hand, they would have been guilty of ftarving 
themfdves. If therefore we fuppofe a miracle, we mull fuppofe 
it to be wrought, to prevent men from being guilty of wilful felf- 
murder, which is an abfurdity. 

Befides, the word iatli^ is ufed to denote a peffon who takes no 
£x>d for the fpace of one day only, as /AeyoV»l0« iignifies a perfon 
Who eats but one meal in the compafs of one day ; this therefore 
is an evidence, that the failors in the A£ls had not been without 
fttllenance fourteen days. 

In fhort, I am not in the number of thofe who think Homer 
has no &ults ; and unlefs we imagine UlyfTes to have faded ten 
days by the affiftante of the Gods, this parage mufl be allowed 
to be extravagant : it is true. Homer fays the Gods guided him 
to the Ogygian fhores ; but he fays not a word to foften the in- 
credibility of the falling of UlyfTes, through an affillance of the 
Gods. I am therefore inclined to fubfcribe to the opinion of 
Longinus, that this relation is £iulty ; but fay with Horace, 

«« — — — Non ego paucis 

" OfFendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 

** Aut humana parum cavit natura." P. 

Ver. 533.] His author thus, to a word : 
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My following fates to thee, oh king^ are 
known, 53j 

And the bright partner of thy royal throne. 
Enough. In mifery can words avail ? 
And what fo tedious as a twice-told tale ? 



— — — — — — Calypfo there, 

Fair-trefsM^ inhabits; dreadful, vo€alGod! 
Who lov'd and entertained me. 

The/our concluding verfes are good. Ogilby is unadorned^ but 

well expreffive of his author : 

Which to your queen and yoa would tedious be 
Once more to hear> and linall content 10 me* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



The Arrival of Ulyffes in Ithaca. 

TJh rssES takes bis leave of jHcinous and Aretey and 
embarks in the evening. Next morning tbejbip ar^ 
rives at Ithaca ; where the Jailors, as Utyjfes isyetfleep^ 
ingy lay him on the Jhore with all his treqfures. ^ On 
their return, Neptune changes their Jhip into a rock. 
In the mean-time Ulyjfes awaking, knows not his native 
Ithaca, by reafon of a miji which Pallas hadcaft round 
him. He breaks into loud lamentations ; V/// the Goddejs 
appearing to him in the form of ajbepherd, difcovers the 
country to him, and points out the particular places. 
He then tells a feigned ftory of his adventures, upon 
which fhe manifefts herjelf, and they confult together of 
the meafures to be taken to deftroy the Suitors. To con^ 
ceal his return, and dijguife his perjon the more effectually y 
fhe changes him into the figure of an old beggar. P. 
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HE ceasM ; but left fo pleafing on their eaf 
His voice, that lift'ning ftiU they feem'd 
to hear* 
A paxife of fileiice hulhM the ihady I'ooms i 
The grateful conrrence then the king refunaes. 



NOTES* 
Vci*. I . ] Cotnp&ifc book ri. f ferfe 413. 

Ver. 3, -^ Tht ft>ady rooms.] The epithet ih th.e original 

if cfiUina, or gloomy : it is h6Tt dfed with a peculiar propriety, to 
""beep m th^ reader'3 mind the exadt time when IJlySts niade his 
Jiarration to the Phseat^ians, nsiitieiy, in the evening, of the thirty- 
third day; we loay likewife gather from this dilHndion of times, 
tl^e exadt Hay of tJlyifes among the Phaeaeians ; he was thrown 
upon their ihofes oh the thirty-iirft day in the evening, and lands 
About day-break on the thirty-fifth day in his own country ; fv 
Vol. III. Q^ 
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Whateyer toils Jthe ^giieat UJyjQfes paCt^ 5 

Beneath this happy roof they end at laft ; 
No longer now from (hore to (hore to roam. 
Smooth feas, and gen|J? vinds, invite him home. 
But hear me, princes! whom thefe walls inclofe. 
For whojj^ jny i^hf^^r j^gf, i^q^ gf>bi|et flows 10 
With wine unmixt, (an honour due to age. 
To chear the graye, ^v^d ^arm the poet's rage) 
Tho' laboured gold and many a dazzling veft 
Lie heap'^ alr^dy for ^ur ^d-Ji^[:e jiipft ; 
Without new treafures, let him not remove, 15 
* Large, and expreffive of the publick love; 



tBat he fka.y cd three nights onlv with Alcinoas^^ one night h em : 
fpent in hkvaya^^ to tthac§ from Phaeacta* v |?. 

PFifh fwifte unmixt, &c.] 
Homer calls the wine yu^wm, or wine drank at the entertainment 
of el(}e|-|i fy^iBat, <)r oien pf iifiwdapn^ iixyu BufU^hiHSi j^pr Ae 
bard^hf means -Qemo^ocu^^^ 

The fame Critick farther remarks, that Homer jadidoully 
ihortehs every circumilai^ ^^^91^ k§ ^omes to the difmifCon of 
Ulyffes : thus he omits the defgription of the facrifice, and the 
fubjed of the fong of Demodocus ; thefe are circumiknces that 
at befl would be but ufelefs Ofi^ffi^ri^, ^tf^ ill Jigife yfjxk the 
impaticijce ,of yiyflfes to bejin hi? voyage tojKard^U^ cpiu^try. 
ThjB^ctherefbi* the Popt briefly di^atphies. P. 

Ver. II.] AU injcluded ip, this parei^^fi^ ji| fxp^e^ %99l.^ 
£ngle ward of Homer, fpepified by the^^^^oigtarjui t^f CTgy^jftp 
fcuuurk : and pur tranflator l^a^ pi'pfit^4 kv i^^M^fiPW «. . 

:>; rr- •: rrrr -r?- .— tO taft 

^,. S^h wine with me, as a(;i^r«rr/ /i&/ >SB^(f/.f^/r^ 
^ Aii^ h fin konfiraru given t^ a^t* ., . 
See my note on ver. 44, of Ae Prologue to Cato. • • 
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A^jB^ftV^J tf ^vrt^, ' >yhi^h; the ^late /feaU .9W^ : ^ 

Down tQ titxjS h^vep: ai^ the ^ip^ ii^ b9^<^ 
Tfefy bpr4 *hp tr^fwf^. '»R4'm i^fcty plac'4- \ 

;rh!3)cii>g tofelf thf: v^egrwig'd with CV9J >s 
Then bade his follov^fs to the feaft repair. 
A viftim px beneath the leered hand 
Of great Alcinous falls j and ftains the fand. 
To Jcwe th' eternal, (powV above all pow'r^ I 
Who wings the winds, and darkens heaven with 
ihpw'r?) 3* 

Vcr. 2X.] Or, for the fake of variation : 

Now fprang the Morning from her feiFron bed. 
And thro' the flcics her facred radiance (hed. 
Ver. 23.J Thps Ogilby, wl^o. is more explicit, and quite 
accurate : 

Loaden with treafurc to die fhip they hafi, 
Which ftraight Alcinous faw in order placed 
Beneath the banks ; with fuch convenience ftow'd. 
It could not hinder any whil'ft they row'd. 
V^. 27.3 It appears to me, that our tranfl^tor hay concluded 
toomui:h fi^om the words of his author here: fee the notp on 
Dbot^^-yerfe j;94- J would render thus : 

• '^^ 9^ ^^ f^^ * yiftim-px decreed, 
:. ; .i 'V !5fiy frci;94 might> AJcinpus I g^e to blejed. 
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The dames afcend : 'tili evening they prolong 
The rites, more facred made by heav'nly fbngi^ 
For in the midft, with publick honours gracM, 
Thy lyre divine, Demodocus ! was plac'd. 
All, butUlyffea^ heard With fixVi delight : 35 
He fat, and eyM the fun, and wifli'd the night ; 
Slow feemM the fun td mov^j the hours to roll. 
His native home deep iibagM in his fouL - 
As the tirM ploughman ^eht withftubbom toil, 
Whofe oxen long have torn the fuirdwM lbil> 4« 



To Jove, Saturmaii Jove, who glooms the Iky, 
And reigns fiipreme iii clbnded majeily. 

Ver. 33.] TJhs introdHftory feeble word gives a pro&ic iUt* 
fteft to all the verfe. I (hoidd prefer. 
High in the midft—. 

Ver. 39. jfs the tir*W ploughman, &c.] The fimile which Homer 
chtties is drawn from low life, hot very happily fets off the im- 
patience of Ulyfl!es : it is familiar, but expreflive. Horac^ wa« 
aot of the judgm^t of thofe who thought it mean> for he ufes it 
in his epiftles. 

M.^^^..,^.^.....^ diefqtte 
** Longa videtiur opus debentibus : ut piger annus 
" Pupillis, quos dura premit cttftodij^vvitnuii ; 
•* Sic mihi tarda fluunt, ingrataque tenq^ra^ qoar ipem 
^' ConfUiumque morantur,*' ^c. 
It was very neceflary- to dwell upon this impatience pf Ulyfies ta 
fetam: it would have been abfurd to have reprefented him cooU 
or even moderately warm upon this occaiion ; he had' refUfi^ ii^- 
mortality through the love ot his country ; it is now in hk power 
to letum to it; he ought therefore confiftently with hii ftrmer 
character ta be drawn with the utmofi eamefbefs of fimlj and 
#very moment muft appear tedious that keeps him ftom it 2 if 
(hews therefore the judgment of Homer to deCaAt kim inthb 
wmasu and not to pais it over (oribrilx^ bui fiiroe it ^p^iLtllli 
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Sees with deii^t the fun's decliiiing ray. 
When home with feeble knees, he bends his way 
To laterepaft^ (the day's hard labour done :) 
So to Ulyflfes welcome fctt the fun. 
Then inlbiat^ to Aleinouf and the rtif):, 45. 

(Th^ Scherian Ctates) he tum'd, and thus addr^fl. 

O thouy the firfi: in merit and command ! 
And you the peers and princes of the land I 
May ev'ry joy be yours ! nor this the leafl:, 
When due libation fhall have crownM the feafl. 
Safe to my home to fend your happy guefl. 51 
Compleat are now the bounties you have giv'n. 
Be all thofe bounties but confirm'd by heav'n ! 
So may I find, when all my wand'rings ceafe^ 
My confort blamelefs, and my friends in peace. 55 
On. you be ev'ry blifs ; and evVy day. 
In home-felt joys delighted roll away ; 

notice of the reader, by iniifUng ^^pon it fomewhat largely, and 
illuftrating it by a proper iimilitude, to fix it more ftrongly upon 
oar memory, P, 

In the firft edition. As nxHarj ploughman — -• 

Vcr. 44.] Or thus, with more fidelity : 

So glad^ UlyiTes 'viewed the fettimg fun; 
Then infiant, to Alcinous and the reft> 
^»/ fiy^ w^/f/»(>»/, turn'd, and thus addrcft, 

Ver* 53* Be all tboft bounties, but twfirm^dby b0av*ni] This it 
^ pious and inftru^tive fentence, and teaches, thai though richca 
veie heaped upon us with the greateft abundance and fopcrflnity; 
yet uidefs heaven adds its benedi^on, they will prove bat at beft 
a boxden and calamity^ , P* 

' Ver. 56.] I (hould expunge this diftich« The fenfe is com- 
Ibtt wkhwH bt oiMr is it recommended by inuisifi^ merit, 

0^3 
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I7p6n the deck^ fbft painted robes they ^reaid. 
With linen covered, for the heroes bed« 
He climb'd the lofty ftern ; then gently preft 90 
The fwelling couch, and lay composM to refh 

Now placed in order, thd Phaeacian train 
Their cables loofe, and launch into the main : 
At oiKe they bend, and ftrike their equal oars. 
And leave the finking hills, and leff'ning fliores. 
While on the deck the chief in filence lies ^ 96 
And pleafing flumbers fteal upon his eyes.. 
As fiery couriers in the rapid race 
Urg'd by fierce drivers thro* the dufty fpace, 

Vcr. 88.] With the fame rhymes, Ogilby: 

— —— — — then Jpread 

Clean fheet^ and blankets ore a well-made bed^ 

Vcr. 90.] His author didlates, — then filent preft— . 

Ver* 92,] Thus, in the frjt edition of his poems : 
Tbt fun defcittdingi the Phaeacian train 
Spread their broad fails, and launch into the main. 

Ver. 95.] There is nothing of this in Homer, ^ht verie^ 
nodified from Dryden, ^n. iii. 98. 

We launch our veiTels with a profperous wind, 
Jnd Itavi tbt cities and the Jhwres behind. 
He might have adhered to his original thus : 

They bend ; their Ibokes in equal periods keep : 
Beneath th^ oars flew daih'd the whitening deep. 

Ver. 96.] Or, more fkithfiiily: 

The chief) numtwhik, in death-like £lence lies,| 
$m(^ fleef frefou9d luid fet^d QSi\m ty,tu 
TkwOgUhy: 

But he, w^'ft oan the bnny billowi fwep^ 
Like one in Death's eternal fluqiber ilept« 

Vcr, 98. At fiery cwrfirs in tb^ rapid race 
teft their bigh beads, 9cc.\ 
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Tais their high heads, and fcour along the plain ; 
So mounts the bounding veffel o'er the main, icn 



The Poet introdoces two fimilitudes to reprefent the failing* of 
the Phaeacian veffel : the foimer deicribes the motion of it, as it 
bounds and rifes over the waves, like horfes toffing their heads in 
a race ; and alfo the fteadinefs of it, in that it fails with as mock 
firmneft over the billows, as horfes tread upon the ground. Tbt 
latter comparifon is folely to (hew the fwiftnefs of the veiTel. 

The word in the original is rtifio^ot; an inflance, that four 
k6rfes were fometimes j(Mned to the chariot. Virgil has borrowed 
this comparifon, ^n. v, 

'< Non tarn praecipites bijugo certamine campum 

«• Corripuere, ruuntqae effafi carcere currus, 

*« Ncc fie immiffis imrigae nndantia lora t 

** Concttflere jugis, pronique in verbera pendent.'* 

It muft be allowed that nothing was ever more happily executed 
than this defcription, and the copy far exceeds the original, 
Macrobius, Saturnal. lib. v. gives this as his opinion, and his rea* 
fons for it. The Greek Poet (fays that author) paints only the 
fwiftnefi of the hoHes when fcourged by the driver ; Virgil ^ds, 
the lufhmg.of the chariot, the fields as it were devoured by th« 
rapidity of the horfes ; we fee the throwing up of the reins, in 
undamtia hra ; and the attitude of the driver, leaning forward in 
the ad of ladling of the horfes, in the words, Prpnique in 'verbera 
pendent. It is true, nothing could be added more elegantly than 
the tf^na aufifum, in Homer ; . it paints at once the fwiftnefs of 
the race, and the rifing poflnre of the horfes in the ad of running; 
but Virgil is more copious, and has omitted no circumftance, and 
fet the whole race fully before our eyes; we may add, that the 
verfificarion is as beautiful as the defcription compleat ; eytry ear 
vmSl be feniiUe of it. 

I will only further obfenre the judgment of Homer in fpeaking 
of every peribn in his particular chara£ter. When a vain-glorious 
Phaeacian defcribed the failing of his own veflels, they were fwift 
as thought, and endued with reafon ; when Homer fpeaks ki lus 
own perfon to his readers, they are faid only to be as fwift ^t 
hawks or horfes : Homer fpeakd like a Poet, with fome degree of 
axnpUfioatioii^ bat nor wick fd much hyperbole as Alcittousi; /N9 
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Back to the &etn tbo parted hi\k/^& fldwi. 
And the Uack Oceam foamS' and roait* below.^ 

Thus with Ipread &^ the winged galley flies ; 
Le& fwift an eagle cuts the liquid jQcies ; 105 
Divine Utyfics was her lacred load^ 
J^ man, in wildom equal to a (jod I 
Much danger, loiitg ^nd mighty tbik he borfcy 
In ftorms by fea, and combats on the fllofe ; 
All which &h fkep now baniih'd from hh 

breajft, 
Wrapt in a pleafihg, deep, and death-like reft* 1 1 r 

But when the nacMning (ksx wkb e^rty ray 
Flam'd in the front of heaven, arid pfomis'd 

day; 



people fpeak fo fondly as Tailor^ of thdr 6Wn Ih^ t6 tBis dby » aM 
particularly are ftHl apt to talk of them a^ of lil^g^creatiitat. P^ 

"^ Ver. 100.] Ogilby alfo employs this pair of rhymes', attd tihi 
•next but one, 

Ver. 106.] Or thus, with rhymes lefi- exceptionable: . 
To her a fage reno^^nM in* charge was given^ 
In coanfels equal to the powers of heaven. 

Ver. 1 10.] Or thus ? with lefs deviation: 

Thefe combats, dangers>^ florms a^d toils, a re(t 
Deep and oblivious vanifht from his breaft. 

- Ver. 1x2. But njubenthi miming ftwr 'with early rap 
Flamed in tbr front of be»v*u — * .— } 

]PrOm this paflage we niay gather, diat Ithacaf is diibrit btitk 
CorCyra or Phasacia' nO* fkfther thktt a veifel ftils in^ the campais 
c$f 6AC night; and this agrees with thcP i«ai diftatice befwoen 
t&$yAr klands ; an inflaiice that Homer: wd» widl . acqnauitei widi 
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Like diftant d<9uds the mariner ddcrkg* 
FdirIthac^Vi3tti€»'giiighilkarife. t^f^ 

Far from the town a fpsieious f6n ap^aft^y 
Sacred to Pfe«5r<Jya' pdw'r?, whofe nataie it biarfr i 
Two craggy rocks rj^'G^eftiiig to the main, 
The roaring wiikd's tempeftuous rage reftrain ; 
Within, the waves in fofter murmurs glide, 120 
And Ihips fecure without their halfers ride. 



' Ver. 114,] This couplet is fancifully wrought from the AdM 
joined verfe : 

Then to his ifle approacht the fea-borne ikap. 
* Ver, 116.— — A J^aeims port afpeats^ 

' Sacred to Phdreys' ] 

Phorcys was the Ton of Pbntus and Terra, according to Hefibd't 
genealogy of the Gods: this haven is faid to be facred to that 
Deity> becaufe he had a temple near it, from whence it receiveii 
its appellation. 

The whole voyage of Ulyfles to his country, and indeed iSxt 
whole OdyiTey, has been turned into allegory : which I will lay 
before the reader as sin inftance of a trifling induflry and ilrong 
imagination. UlyiTes is in fearch of true felicity, the Ithaca aji4 
Penelope of Homer: he runs through many difficulties and daiw 
gers; this ihews that happinefs is not to be attained without 
labour and affliftions. He has feveral companies, who perifh by 
their vices, and he alone efcapes by the affiilance of the Phxacian^v 
and is tranfported in his fleep to his country ; that is, the Phaes^ii. 
aiub. whofe name implies biacknefs, fatoi, are the mourners at hit 
de^th, and attend him to his grave.: the ihip is his grave*, which 
it afterwards turned into a rock ; which reprefents his monumental 
marble ; his fleep means death, through which alone man asrriv^t 
^ etemd f<dicity. Spondanus. F. 

Ver. 120,] Drydeft, at the parallel paflage, JSn. i. 230, 
And forms a porr fecure for fhips to riV<f - 
•'• ' Brt*e by the juftHng land on cither fide : '** 

- • ^ ^'iliradiAle ffctcams the briiiy w«tto^&«5r. 



I 
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High at the bead a brajotching 6live grows, 
And crowns the pointed clifTs with fhady boughs. 
Beneath, a gloomy grotto's cool recefe 
Delights the Nereids of the neighb'ring feas ; 12^ 



* Ver. 121-J The rhymes arc bad. Tims? 
»^ A branching olive, at the haxboHr't head. 

It's wood of foliage, high o*cr-ihadowing fprcad, 
Clofe a fweet grotto's cool reccflcs Hood, 
Dear to the Naiads of the neighb'ring flood. 
Ver. 124. — — -</ gtoony grottoes cool nce/i.] Porphyry has 
wrote a volome to explain this cave of the nymphs, with more 
piety perhaps than judgment ; and another perfon has perverted it. 
into the atmoft obfcenity, and both allegorically^ Porphyry 
(obferves Euflathius) is of opinion, that the cave means the woHd ; 
it is jcalled gloomy, bat agreeable, becaufe it was made out of 
4arknefs, and afterwards fet in this agreeable order by the hand 
•f the Deity. It is confecrated to the nymphs ; that is, it is 
deftined to the habitation of fpiritual fubftances united to the 
body : the bowls and urns of living (lone, are the bodies which 
are formed out of the earth ; the bees that make their honey in 
the cave are the fouls of men, which perform all their operations 
in the body, and animate it ; the beams on which the nymphs roll 
their webs, are the bones over which the admirable embroidery 
of nerves, veins, and arteries are fpread ; the fountains which 
water the cave are the feas, rivers and lakes that water the worid ; 
and the two gates, are the two poles ; through the northern th« 
fimls defcend from heaven to animate the body, through the 
fouthem they afcend to heaven, after they are feparated from the 
body by death. But I confefs I fiiould rather chufe to underifauid 
the defcription poetically, believing that Homer neVer dreamed 
of thefe matters, though the age in which he flouriihed was 
addided to allegory. How often do painters draw ftom the ima- 
gination only, merely to pleafe the eye ? And why might not 
Homer write after it, efpecially in this place where he manifeftiy 
indulges his lancy, while he brings his hero to the firft dawning 
of happinefs ? He has long dwelt upon a feries of horrours, and 
his imagination being tired with the melancholy ftory« it is not 
ifUpoffible but his fpirit ixiigk be enlivened with the iii^eft whila 
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Where bowls and urns were fbrmM of living 
i- ftone;^ . ; 

And mafly beams in native marble flione ; 
On which the labours of the nymphs yirereTollM, 
Their webs divine of purple mix'd with gold. 
Within the cave, the cluftVing bees attend 130 
Their waxen works, or frbm the rgof depend. 
Perpetual waters o'er the pavement glide ; 
Two marble doors unfold on either fide ; 
Sacred the fouth by which the Gods defcendi 
But mortals enter at the northern end. i|| 



he wrote> ind this might lead him to indulge his fancy tn a won- 
derfttl> and perhaps fabuloas defbriptidn. In (hort, I ihould mock 
rather chufe to beliere that the memory of the things to which hcf 
alludes in the defcripdon of the cave is loft, than credit inch a 
laboored and dillant allegory. P. 

Ver. 130.] Parallel rhymes too foon recur. Thus ? 
Bees in thb hallowM &ne fecurely dwell; 
Collect their ftores, or frame the waxen cell. 

Ver. 134. Sacredi thifiuth, hy labich the Gods dffcind.\ Virgil 
has imiuted the defcription of thisf haven, ^n. lib. i. 
<' Eft in feceiTu longo locus, infula portum 
<< Efficit, objeau laterum, quibus omnis sd> idtQ 
•« Prangitor,** &c. 

Within a long recefs there lies a bay, 
Ap ifland (hades it from the roli^g fea. 
And forms a port fecure for fhips to ride. 
Broke by the jutting land on either fide. 
In double ftreams the briny waters glide* 
Betwixt two rows of rocks, ^fihvan fcene 
Appears above, and groves for ever green : 
' A grot is form'd beneath with moily feats, 

; . . To reft the. Nereids, and exclude the heats ; 



\ 
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:> . »Xhithcr they jl»eec wicj hj»ir4 tJicir (hip tQ 1»ij4, 
(The crooked keel divides the yellow iafid*) 
Ulyfles (l^^pkig pn feis cwpl>.they jjpre, 
AM ,g«Btly piac'd him ofi t^ xg^kj ftor^ . 



,^ 



' Ppwn frQVfi ihp .cramaics of tjie living wa|Is 
" The cryftal ftreams defcend in hidfmuring fells, ' 
M^ halQris need to biod die y^£'d9 ifirt, ■ /."} 

JMor h^ar4e4 ^chp;^, for jeiq ^o;tiis tt^y £eaf, ,.f 

Dtyiiui 
Scaliger infinitely prefers tke Roman Poet: Homerl %« he^ fpeaks 
humilf^ iMmUffer, Hrgilm , fffrnfifi-f^ m^i^t y l?|it syfi^t J ^vfjoU 
chiefly obferve is, not wljat Virgil has imitated, but what he luu 
emitted ; namely, aH that feems odd or l^fs slteiHgible ; I kkeuBi 
the works of the bees in a cave fp damp and moift; and the two 
gates through which the Gods and men enter. 

}.,ft^ offisr a conjei^re tp explaa;! i^fe VffO Mne^ : 
S«rned the fp?th, by whjch.tfo^ Ppdis 4^S^^t .' 
But morji^^ enter at jth^ fiei^h^m end* . < 

ft had been already obferated, that the .^Edhiopians held tn HwnT 
Sacrifice of twelve days to the Gods ; all that time they^^canied 
their images in propeffioi), ajtid pfeiPed them^t their fpftivajj, and 
for this reafon the Gods were (aid to feaft with the w£^i6pians ; 
that is, they were prefent with them by their ftatqies : thus alfo 
Themis was faid to form or diflblve aflemblies, becaufe' they Car- 
rie her ximage. to the aflemblies when they w^re convened, and 
when they were broken -up they carried it away. Now we^him 
already remarked, that this, port w^ feci^d tol^ncys, becaufe 
he had a temple l)y it : k may not then be uopoffihle,' but that 
this temple having two doors, they might carry Urn Aatues of the 
Gods in their proceilions through tl\jS ibuxher^ g^^^ wl^ch might 
be confecrated to thi^ ijife ^X> (9Pcl ^1^ PPP^JSli^ t^^. forbid to 
fnter by it : for th?Lt reaibn .the Etellties were faj,4to.epj;er, namely^ 
Jby their images. As the ot}^ gate Jbejbg a^tted to, common 
|de', was faid to be the p^ge for mprtals. P. 

Ver. 138. Uly/ffis Jlfff^Hg.pnM^ c9U€k tbfy hffr^f 

And gentfy plvc'/i kim m fh rpfhf Jb.mr€i\ 
There is nothing b t^ whoieOdyfley that more^ihocks our reaiba 
than the expofiag UiyAs aflecp on ^ ih#ser hy tile Bhaeacians; 






6* -The ^fiige (^jAriAnOe.iB km VpfAxif») wUwilJlySesiz 
r*f iaad£d>yBLbh»ptL, is fa fiiH of ftUordiiiiie^, didt they wAukl <be 
f^ jntoiembk in aind Rocat ; hut HoiBcr hud eonceakd tlnein Jinder 
^' an ii^finky of kiimraUeiaeattties»-wkh irhkii he has adorned 
•'' ali chat part i)f .the (GdfrSby ; theft iie j^as crovded together^ 
ff a^£o many dianas to tind^ <Qiiir perceiying the defofibsiof the 
V: iftcoy f Aiifto^ muil ise ^owj^ to fpeak with great jndg- 
- Bient^^lbr what 'pcci>aEbxl]iy 13 there tha( a man £0 pnidqpDt as 
€Jily£», w^ho Ji¥as' akme in a veflel at die diicretion of Amngers, 
i^ilMiid Jfleep ib foundly, as^l>e taken out of it, carried with all his 
4Mggage on Ihore, and the Phaeadaas fhoi^d &t fail, and he never 
•amrake i This Js i^ more abfurd, if we wmember that UlyiTes 
has Ills ipal fe jg^rongly bent upoa his country; is k then pofifade, 
•thac ke could be <hus iunk >nto « lechargy, in the i^oment when 
he ariives at kf ^'^ Hoiiy.ever (&y:s Mon^ur Racier in his re- 
^ fle^ons upon Aiiftotle's Poedicks) Homer was not a^hsined of 
'^' that abiUrdky, but not bcdng able to omk k, he uM k €0 give 
V fi#obabdity io <he iucceeding ftory : it was necellary ioF UlyiTes 
^ M^knd alone, in order <o hU concealment; if he had been 
^* ^Itfeovened, the Suitors would immediately have 4eftToy«d hiita, 
^f If n6t as the rpiA UlyiTes, yet under the pretext of his being 
f aA impoftor ; they would then have feised his dominions, axid 
*^ «»Kiud Penelc^e : bow if he had been waked, the Pheacians 
'' .would have been obliged to have attended him, M^ich he could 
ff '<Vdt have denied with decency, nor accepted with fafety : Homer 
•^ thtreibre had no other way le^ to unravel his fable happily : 
'' bat he (mew what {was abfurd in this method, and ufes means 
*f t^*hide it ; he laviihes out all his wk and addr efs, and lays 
^ tc^etfaar fiich an abundance of admkable poetry, that the mind 
^ orthe reader is Co inchanted, that he perceives not the defed ; 
•>' l» is like Ulytfes lulled afieep, and knows no more than chat 
t*' hero> how he cmnes there. That great Poet firft defcribes the 
:'' ceremony of UlyiTes taking leave of Alcinous and his queen 
Arete ; then he- fets off the fwiftnefs of the veiTel by two 
^ beautiful comparifons ; he deicribes the haven with great exa£i- 
,^ Atis, and adds to it the defcription of thecave of the Nymphs; 
^ nIUs Juft aAoaiAes ^ ri«der> and he is ib intMit upiMft it, thnt 



4* 
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Secure from theft : then launch'd the bark again, 
Relum'd their oars, and meafurM back the inain«. 



«< lie has not attention to coniider the abfurdity in the maaiier of 
" Ulyfles's landing : in this moment when he petceives the mind 
'' of the reader as it were intoxicated with thefe beandet, ho 
" ftcals Ulyfles on ihore, and difinifles the Phaeacians ; all this 
<< takes up bat eight verfet. And then left the reader flioaU 
" refled upon it, he immediately introduces the Deities* and 
** gives us a dialogue between Jupiter and Neptune* This keeps 
** up (till our wonder, and our reafon has not time to deliberate $ 
** and when the dialogue is ended, a fecond. wonder fnoceeds^ 
'* the bark is transformed into a rock : this is done in the fig^ 
<' of the Phasacians, by which method the Poet carries us a whik 
*' from the confideration of UlyiTes, by removing the fcene to a 
<< diftant iiland; there he detains us till we may be fuppofed to 
*' have forgot the paft abfurdities, by relating the aftonifhment of 
<' Alcbous at the fight of the prodigy, and his offering up to 
«< Neptune, to appeafe his anger, a (acriiice of twelve buUt. 
'' Then he returns to Ulyfles who now wakes, and not knownqg 
«* the place where he was, (becaufe Minerva made all thiii|;a . 
** appear in a difguifed view) he complains of his misfbrtimcf» 
'' and accufes the Phaeacians of infideUty ; at length Minerf» 
^* comes to him in the (hape of a young ihepherd, &c. Th«i 
** this abfurdity, which appears in the £ahlt when examined alone, 
" is hidden by the beauties that furround it; this paflage is more . 
** adorned with fidtion, and more wrought up with a variety of. 
'< poetical ornaments than moft other places of the Odyfley^ 
** From hence Anftotle makes an excellent obfervation* AD 
'' efforts imaginable (fays that author) ought to be made to form . 
** the fable rightly from the beginning; but if it fo happen that 
** fome places muft neceflarily appear abfurd, they muft be wi* 
^ mitted, efpedally if they oontdbote to reader 4hc scft jnone 
'* probable ; but the Poet ought to referve all the oniameiits of 
" diftion for thefe weak parts: the places that have eil3ierfidmB|; 
*' fentiments or manners have no occafion for them ; a dazaling 
** expreffion rather damages them, and ferves only to eclipfe their 
** beauty.** P, 

Ver. 142. — ^- Then launch* J tie bark again.'] This vcduntaix 
and unexpeAed return of the Phsoacians, and their laadiaK V^tCts 
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Nor yet forgot old Ocean's dread foprelme . - 
The vengeance vowM for eyelefs Polyphetne. 145 



in his ileep^ feems as unaccountable on the part of the Phaeacians^ 
as of UlyiTes ; for what can be more abfurd than to fee them ex- 
pofing a king and his effects upon the fliores without his know- 
ledge, and flying away fecretly as from an enemy? Having there- 
fore in the preceding note (hewed what the Criticks fay in con-^ 
4!(mnation of Homer> it is but juftice to lay together what they 
iay in his defence. 

That the Phaeaciant (hould fly tLV^ay in fecret is no wonder: 
Ulyfles had through the whol6 courfe of the eleventh book^ (par* 
ticularly by the mouth of the prophet Tirefias) told the PJueacians 
that the Suitors plotted his dcflru^ion ; and therefore the mariners 
might very reafonably be apprehenfive that the Suitors would ufe 
any perfons as enemies, who fliould contribute to reflore Ulyfles to 
hia country. It was therefore neceflary that they fliould fail away 
without any flay upon the Ithacan fliores. This is the reafon why 
they made this voyage by night ; namely to avoid difcovery ; and 
itjirasas neceflTary to return immediately, that is, jufi at the appear- 
ance of day, before people were abroad, that they might efcapc 
observation. 

:£aflathius remarks, that the Phxacians were an unwarlike na- 
tion, 'Or as it is exprefled by a Phxacian, ^ 

Btid therefore they weie afraid to teach any perfons the way to 
their own country, by difcbvering the courfe of navigation to it; 
for this reafon they begin their voyage to Ithaca by night, land 
Ulyfles i^thout waking him, and return at the appearance of day- 
U^t, that they might not fliew what courfe was to be fleered to 
come to the Phaeacian fliores. 

. Plutarch in his treatife of Reading the Poets, tells us, that there 
is attrition among the Tufcans, that Ulyfles was naturally drowfy> 
and a peffon that could not eafily be converfed with, by reafon of 
>hat ^eepy diT^fltion. But perhaps this might be only artful in a 
man of fo great trifdom, and fo great difguife or di£mulation ; 
he was flow to give anfwers, when he had no mind to give any 
at all : though indeed it mufl be confefl*ed^ that this tradition ia 
cdolftenanced by his behaviour<4ft^4he Qc^ey, or ;rath6r may b« 



Before i^^ throfM? of miglity Jove he fl:pp4; 



itlACM^IiiniitdftoilLit. Htf greateftcahmitiesnfirfioinkir/tf^jv^.* 
i|l|e|i )ye woa s9iUlx '^ ^^''^ ^P^^ ^^ ^^° country by die Ikvoar di 
ii$0lni, he 61Ii i;/bQl» and his companions let loofe a w4n4 that 
bdmhini from it: he is a/ki^ while they k^U the; ox^of Apollo; 
imd here he Jlafs while he is landed upon his own country. Vt 
Hfif^t perhapa be this conduft in Homer* that gave I^raoe tho 
hint to (ay^ 

<f -— — Atiquandp bonqs dtrmitat Homoms.''- 

Implying, that when |I<>nier ^as at a loft to bring; an/ djfffioulj 
ti/ifXtrio an iffiie> h^ immediately laid ^s hcif^o afieef, and tluf 
fiihred all the 4i^cu](ty ; as in the above-in,entioned inftances. 
"Tttttarch is of op^inionj| that this Jlap of UlyiTes was &ign4^4« 
tnd tibat he made ofe of th^ pret^nQe of a naturfd inprmitji, tQ 
eenceal the Kbaights he was in at that tim^ in his thoiaghts ; l^ ~ ~ 
i^nied to dUtnifs the Pha»cians without entertainment and i ^ 
of hofpitality, aqd afraid pf being difcovered by the l^uitdnr^ 
Ke oitertained fuch a multitude: therefore to avoid b^oth di<^ 
difficuldet, he feigns a fleep while they land Inm* till they (ail aw^ 

Euftathius agrees with Plutarch ii^ the mauiy and adds another 
leaibn why the Phasaciahs hind UlylTes deeping ; namjpiy* becanie 
ihey were aftiamed to wake him^ left he fhould thinlc they did it 
put of avarice, and expe^ation of a reward ^ bringing him to 
^ own QQuntry. 

I wiU only ^^% that there might be a natoral reafon for the 
ftMp of UlyiflSbs; we. are to remember that this is a voyage k tiie 
nighty thff (eafon of repofe : and his fpirits haidng been Jbn^ 
9jpl$fMA^^ fttigned by his calamides, might upon hi»peaoe.^ 
foj^ at the return to his country > fettle into a deep calnmeit and 
tgWWiiiHity>.ai4 & fipk him into a deep, fleep; Homer lAaMi 
ij^ tpl^ve Ihkas a reafon of it in the following linest 

Much danger* long and mighty toils he boce» ' 
la^donns by fea, and comhi^ts on the fhore ; 
All which foft fleep'now banifh'd from liis breail« 
Wrapt in a plea&n|^, deep, and death-Kite rttt. 

femnft be^aOoifred thiji^the iaft line a^pg^ly pave% ^^nibAr 
/it^foDowng account; and the JP49et undoubtedly ii\QsitQ4it^ t» 
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Shall theft ftd nibtty O Siffc of Odds I 'fc^ rtwfl«^ 
The rigfitS ««fd hbrWitfs; of d pdi/if divJnfe ? ^ 
ScornMe^'tt^bymatil, 4«d(dsftvefedi^fc<i) ij^ 
By foft Fh«9ckiii9, «iy dcg»l«rit6 Mil 
Againft yon deftiii'd hi^id iii Valifl IfWordi 
And men«:'dtengd««efef^feh« I'edclt^dfefefl^ j' 
Td rtaeh his liafafl flidrt W^ thy dedriie ; 
1^^ I obey'd^ for who (hall War V^ith theie ? i'/^^ 



preveh^ 6W (urpfifi!^ at the manner of fits being fe^ dsi tkorc, %f 
ealOflg/lmikicfr 

— -^ a ple&fiftg^ defep, and deafh-Hke rdft. 
ifow £g- a wife man is obliged to refift the calls of nature^ I leayei:^ 
to the Aife]#6rf of phif6fo^ers ; tftifliT^^ of ffcfep aifc nV mbtt to liS 
refifted, than^ tkofe of ^tax^ or hnitg^. Hbt /et I confefs Ult^Sti 
yielded nnfeafonably, •and the flrong pafEon and love fpjt hoM 
cdtet^ttof^fuH/pofl&ffed^his fial, ffiOttld' idve givAi hiin a- 
fcw hours of vigilance, when he was ready to ibe' it' after an 
abfence of almoft twenty years. . P«r 

"Vfcr. 143. J He^ve fifrf. 

This whole paflage is not executed with fufficient exa6lnefi to the 
language of his author ; b^', aV nty pB^cal beauties recommend 
it> I ihall content myfelf with referring the reader^ who wifliet 
a;Mit«xftle''iiiliightititb'the original' expTeffidri> to Mr; Cowper* 
Ver. 144.] S6 Chapman : 

-ii -1^ — no^ was the ftds SUprim^ 

Bof^faVdi his thrcati, /h^ PdtjpMa' 
Bent at divine IJlyjies. 
..VcM:»46;Jt Vicious rhymes^ Thujf 

Yet ftill th' affent of fovereign Jotfe hr foilgtft. 
And thus explored the Thunderer's fecret thought. 
Ver. 150.] The botch in the parenthefis we owe eventually to 
ChaptiUm> whofe rhyme our tranilatbr was defirous of prefervmg» 
-* — • -^ -^ in linage of niih'e owne lov'i'race* 

R^2 
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Behold him knded, carelers and afleep^ 
From all th* eluded dangers of the. deep I 
Lo where he lies, amidft a (hining ftore 
Of brafs, rich garments, and refulgent ore : 
And bears triumphant to his native ifle 169 

A pri^^e more worth than Ilion's noble ipoil. . 

To whom the Father of th* immortal powers, . 
Whofwells the clouds, and gladdens earth with; 

IhowVs. 
Can mighty Neptune thus of man complain ? 
Neptune, tremendous o'er the boundleis main 1 
Rever'd and awfuj ev*n m heav*n*s abodes, . 166 
Antient and great ! a God above the Gods ! 
If that low race offend thy pow^r divine, 
(Weak, daring creatures !) is 'not vengeance 

thine? 
Oo then, the guilty at thy will chaftifc. 17a 

He iaid : the Shaker of the earth replies. 



Ver. 160.] I fhottld prefer a more faithful coupfet witli Chiip* 
man's corred'er rhymes, borrowed alfo by Ogilby : 

Behold him now more copious wealth enjoy. 
Than fafe returned with all his fpoils from Troy. 

Ver. 163.] A new and agreeable variety is here giyen to the 
ftanding phrafe of his author, " the cloud^mfelliui Japiter t" bat 
by the help of Chapman : 

•The j^0<ii;rr-^I^Air^ anfwerd. 

Ver. 170.] Thus Ogilby: 

Thee tbefe I leave to pardon or cbafiize. 
When thus tbejhakgr of thi earth nphfs. 
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This then I doom ; to fix the gallant (hip 
A mark of vengeance on the fable deep : 



Ytf^lJi.TinsthittlJMmitofixthgalhmfJI^ J- 

A wuurk 9f ^eu^ionce — — 
And roots her dtnan^ an enjerlafting rockJ\ 
J refer the reader to the eighth book of the Odyfley, for t further 
account of thi? transformation. Scaliger condemni it, Vljffli 
navis infaxum mi^tatur a Neftunoj ut immortalem f aetata qium o4f§ 
haiere debuit. But will it not be an anfwer to 67, that it ii ati 
immortal monument of the vengeance and power of Neptuiie, and 
that whenever the ftory of the veiTel was mentioned, thepunifhment 
likewife muft be remembered in honour of that Deity ? Some are 
of opinion, that it is a phyfical allegory, and that Homer deliyert 
the opinion of the antients concerning the traniinutation of one 
ipecies into another, as wood into ftonti by water, that is, by 
Neptune the God of it ; according to tho& linet of Ovid, 
'' Flumen habent Cicones, quod potum iaxea reddit 
** Vifcera, quod ta^ftis Ifciducit niarmora rebus/' 
'But perhaps this is only one of thofe marvellous fidions wrfttea 
after the tafte of antiquity, which delighted in wonders, and 
which the nature of epick poetry allows. " The marvellous (iays 
** Ariflotle in his Poeticks) ought to take place in tragedy,^ibjic 
^ much more in the epick, in which it proceeds even to the cx- 
'^ travagant ; for the marvell6us is always agreeable, and a proof 
*f of k is, that thofe who relate any t}iing, generally add fome- 
*f thii^g (o the truth of it, that it may better pleafe thofe who 
" hear it. Homer (continues he) is the man who has given the 
«' bed iaftrudions to other Poets how to tell lies agreeably/' 
Horace is of the fame opinion. 

** Atque ita mentitur, fie veris falfa remifcet, 
** Primo ne medium^ medio ne de((:repet imum.'f 
However, we muft not think that Ariftotle advifes Poets to put > 
things evidently falfe and impoffible into their Poems, or gives 
them licence to run out into wildnefs ; he only means (as MonEeur 
Dacier obferves) that the wonderful ihould exceed the probable, 
but not deftroy it ; and this will be effedted if the Poet has the 
addrefs to prepare the reader, and to lead him by a probable train 
i>f things that depend on miracle, to the miracle itfdf, and re* 



No mor? \yftUc»w'4 $hi«P tQ iff%ve ith/e foan^ 17^. 
Full in their port a |bidj^ ^.^all rife, 
If fuch thy wiil,r-W? wiU ix% Jpve repUes, 
Ev*n when with traniport blackening all theftrand^ 

Fix her for evejr, a memorial ftone : iS^ 

%iill let IJMsr ieppi to feil, »o4 fccm i^lone ; 
The tremblitig crouds (hall fee the Hidden fhade,^ 
Qjf wh^lpaiog n¥)iwt*iuB* QY^hmg their l»e»4 i :.. 
'^j^ith that the God whofe earthquakes rocl^ 
the grouftd, 
Fierce to Phaeacia croft the vaft profound. >«y 



COBCile htm to it by degrees, fo that his reafon does not perc^f«»^ 
at kaft k not ihodced at the iUufion : thus for inflance> Homes. 
pau this transfbnnatioQ into the hands of a^ Deity ; he prqpsuztt 
IM for it in the eighth book> he give^ us the reaibn of the tranA 
Ibrmation ; namely, the anger of Neptune ; and at lafl he brings* 
in Jupiter aftenting t)> it. This is the method Homer takes to* 
reconcile it to probability. Virgil undoubtedly thought it a 
beauty ; for, a^r Homer*s example, he gives us a transfonnadon 
of the fliips of ^neas into Sea-nymphs. 

X have ali?eady remarked from Boflii, that fuch miracles a& theft* 
ought not to be too frequent in an epick poem ; all the marhinnm 
that require divine probability ought to be fo dets^hed from the 
a6lion of the poem, that they may he retrenched from it> without 
ififkoymg th^ 4$Mm - thof^ th^t are eff^pti^l to thff aaiqn, QHgtv^ 
tp be fpfln^ upon hvimafl probability. Tim if we takf zyfJLjt 
this tra?\s%m^W^m* Aere i» jvP d«Lfiui ^ i| ip no wAy,aifr4ff 
th«;in!;e^rity:crf tJie.aiEUoii. g. 

Theff poor rhyn^e? a^rp. p^rpet»«Uy fpttud ia l^f Rredf«5flSM?-w» 
QflWpaj:^ bpc* YW vej. 619. 

Y^r* i?4-], JkyiL^ft^r/^ noted tbi^ i»tf j|>r«i«^qpi i^; 1 , 
Greek itfixhet^^artb-Jbaier'^to bf improper. Thus ? 



swift as i fkfAldw fWiefls the %*«! ^, 
The wlttgeA piiiii^ ffiot ilohg th« Ifar. 
The God zrttR^ hir wi* * Mden fW*^, 
MA ro6fe her db^ii^fi anf ertff lafting rdtk; 
Aghafl the Scherians fland in deep &ipnk ; 190 
AU iH^efi to fpeak/ afl (jueft^ 
Wh« hai!itfe uflfeeh the fapid Wk reftrain ! 
Arid jet it {wirhsi or fe^ms td' fwiitr, Ac rix&i ! 
ThttS thtey, uflcbnfeioufs of the dbcd drvinc : 
•Till great Alcimnri fifing bwit'd thte fign. i^ 

Behold the lon^ ^f edttftin^d fyyl (ht ctttfj 
Oh certain' faith of antient ptophiecites' ! • 
Thefe ears have heard my royal fife dHcloS • 
A dreadful ftory, big with future woes ; 
How mov'd with wrath, that carelefe we conmey 
Promifcuous ev'ry gueft to ev*rj bay, 201 



With that^ th^ God, wlioie hittowt Jhmke the Jborif 
Fierce o^er thifiat his cmrje U Scheria hiAre. 
Vfr. 186.] This /mile is anaothorized by ids oiifuiiU aM 
the ienfe of the period is wrongly fbited. Dacier's fyongcxpnfr 
fiom might foggeft the comparifoa to oar tranilator: '* Cf 
" vaifleau^ qui fendbit les ondes a<uec utte mer^uiiUeufi Ug&ttL** 
Tins? 

There Heptane' ftays; and ibofi His eyes fiiivey 
The gilding vefiU ikim the yielding ¥^, 
V^. tB8.] Or, moiter faithfully, and with W blattieiefi tUfw^x 

jffif imHd atrtfRs her with a fudden Jbbtk. 
Vcr. 1 90] . Thui, iftore My to his audrtr': 

7ii^/(y9/^#^r//; theScherkns'infttrpi^ 
Vw. 193.5 Or, with more fidelity : 

F4iU as it JbiTd t0n^Mou4 MXh€maii& 
»4 
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^Stcrft Neptune ra^d ; and how by his command 
^Firm rooted in the forge a (hip fhould ftand ; 
(A monument of wrath) and mound on mound 
ShouM hide our walls, or whelm beneath tho 
. grpund. 205 

The fates have followed as declar'd the feer. 
Be humbled, nations ! and your monarch hear. 
No more unlicens'd brave the deeps, no more 
With evVy ftranger pafs from (bore to fhore ; 
On angry Neptune now for mercy call : 210 
To hisjiigh name let twelve black oxen fall. 
So may the God reverfe his purposed will. 
Nor a'er out city hang the dreadful hill. 



Ver. 21 1.] His author and predcceflbrs prefcribc, 

— — — — let twelve ckoice oxen fell. 
Ver. 212. ' 5fe Jn^ the God reverfe his purposed 'wilL\ This 
agrees with what Homer writes in a former part of the Odyflcy, 

That the Gods themfelves may be prevailed upon to change their 
snger by prayer : a fentiment agreeable to true religion. Homer 
does not tell us that the laft denunciation of covering the towa 
with a mountain, was fulfilled : it is probable that it was averted 
\yf the piety of Alcinous. But (as Euftathius obferves) it was 
artful in the Poet to leave this point doubtful, to avoid dete^on 
in deviating from true hiftory ; for fhould pofterity enquire where 
this land of the Phaeacians lay, it would be found to be Corfu of 
the Venetians, and not covered with any mountain; hutfhoold 
this city have happened to have been utterly abolilhed by time, 
and fo loft to pofterity^, }t would have agreed with the relation of 
Homer, who Itwiyes room to fuppofc it deftroyed'by Neptune. 
But how could Neptune be iaid to cover it with a mountain ? 
Had not an inundation been more fuitable to the God of the 
Ocean ^ Neptune is eaUed vna'xya,^, and wi9ky^tn» or the earths 
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The monarch (poke : they trembled and obeyM; 
Forth on the (ands the viftim oxen led : ai^ 
The gathered tribes before the altars fland^ 
And chiefs and rulers a xnajefticfc band. 
The king of Ocean all the tribes implore ; 
The blazing altars redden all the fliore. 

Meanwhile Ulyffes in his country lay, 120 T 
Released fromfleep, and round him might furvey r 
The folitary fhore, and rolling fea. 3 

Yet had his mind thro* tedious abfence loft 
The dear remembrance of his native coaft. 
Befides, Minerva, to fecure her care^ • 225 

Diffused around a veil of thicken'd air : 



fi>akir: earthquakes were fuppofed to be occaiioned by the oceUf 
or waters concealed in the caverns of the ground; andconfe« 
qoently Neptune may tumble a mountain upon this city of the 
Phaeacians. P. 

Ver. 214.] The rhymes of this couplet are not to be com- 
mended, and the whole paragraph is given with unneceflary di]a« 
tation. It might be contradted thus : 

The monarch fpdie ; they trembled and obeyed > . 
^ The chiefs and rulers to king Neptune frafd. 

While Jlaugbter^d 'vi^ims load tb^ impurfUd ftYand% 
And gathered tribes around their altar Hand. 
Ver. 220.] Thefe are three poor verTes indeed, both for rhynfic 
and fimilarity to their model. The following effort is more 
fiuthful: 

Meanwhile, divine UlyiTes, left alone, 
Wak'd ^n his native land, to him unknown* 
Ver. 225. BefidiSj Minerva^ to fecure her carty 

Diffused around a *veil of thiclun*d air.^ 
The meaning of this whole paflage is probably no more than ^t 
Ulyflfes by his long abfence had forgot the face of his own coan* 
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Is this the prdmis'dy long cxpc6lcd coaflr, ' 

And this the faith Phaeacia's rulers boaft ? : 
Oh righte6us Gods ! of all the great, how few 
Are juft to heaven, and to their promifc true ! 
But he, the Pow'r to whofe all-feeing^eyes acj 
The deeds of men appear without di{guifc, 
'Tis his alone t*avenge the wrongs I bear : 
For ftill th* opprcfsM are his peculiar care. 
To count thefc prefents, and from thence to prove 
Their feith, vt mine : the rieft belongs to Jove, sfia 
Then on the fends he rang'd his wealthy fkorc^ 
The gpld, the vefts, the tripods, numbered o'er : 



Some other prince might kinJly entertain. 
And fafe refiore me to my realms again. 
The latter part of this foliloquy is meanly and negligentljr 
tranflateds M the readojr will acknowledge.: 

Ver. 262. The geldi tf;e *vefls, the tripods^ numbered o^er,"] TJie 
condudl of Ulyflcs in numbering his effects, has been cenfured by 
Tome Criticks as avaricious : but we find him vindicated by.Plu* 
tarch in his treatife of Reading the Poets: " If (fays that author) 
«* Ulyfles finding himfelf in a folitaryTHace, and ignorant of the 
•* country, and having no fecurity even for his own perfon^ k 
'* neverthelefs chiefly folicitous for his efiedb, left any part 
*' might have been flolen ; his covetoufnefs is really to be pitied 
<* and detefted. But this is not the caie : he counts his goods 
" merely to prove the fidelity of the Phaeacians, and to gather 
*« from it, whether they had landed him upon his own country ; 
*« for it was not probable that they would expofe him in a ftrange 
*' region, and leave his goods untouched, and by confequence 
** reap no advantage ^om their difhohefty: this therefoxt was a 
•« proper teft, from which to difcover, if he was in his own 
" country, and he deferved commendation for his wifdom in that 
•* aaion," P. 
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All thefe he found, ,but ftill in errour loft 

Diiconfolate he wanders on the coaft. 

Sighs for his country, and laments again tSf 

To the deaf rocks, and hoarfe refounding main* 

When lo ! the guardian Goddefs of the wife, 

Celeftial Pallas, flood before his eyes ; 

In fhow a youthful fwain, of form divine. 

Who feem'd defcended from ibme princely 

line, 
A graceful robe her flender body/k^ft* ^7» 
Around her fhoulders flew the waving veft. 
Her decent hand a fliining jav'lin bore. 
And painted fandals on her feet (he wore. 
To whom the king. Whoe'er of human race 
Thou art, that wander'ft in this defart place ! ^76 
With joy to thee, as to fome God, I bend. 
To thee my treafures and myfelf^ commend. 
O tell a wretch in exile doomM to ftray. 
What ^r I breathe, what country I furvey ? 280 



Vcr. 263.] Thtxs, more feithfully : 

All thefe he found entire ; bat ftill a figh 
* His bofom heav'd^ ftill pour'd each downcaft eye 
Inceflant forrows, for his native land : 
Slow creeping o'er the loud-refounding ftrand ! 

Ver. 275.] His aathor ihould have been given more folly here. 
Thasi 

The king went op, enraptnr'd at the view ; 
Straight ftoni his lips the(e eager accents flew. . 
Dear friendly yooth ! whoe'er of human race.-— 
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The fridfcfbl: continent's extrieamcfft bodnd^ . 
Or fome fair ifie which NcptunsTs- JBlntt £txL 
ToxmAf 
Srsxa what fair clime (JaaA flit) retSKtte&tooif 

Arriv'ft thou here a ftranger to ouf Mme I 
Thou iceft aa ifiand^ not to thc^ unknosven %»$ 
Whcdc hills ace brighteu'd by the rifiag &n^ 
Nor thofe that placed beneath his utmoft reign 
Behold him fiiikip|p in. the weftera mBMi 
The ragged &nl allows nd level ^ace ; . 
For flying ckarioCsf,. or thr lapid saee p i^ 

Yet notQngratcftiito die pca^mt V p^o^ ^ 
Suffices fulneis ta the j&Mlling gram<^^ - 
The loaded treea dieir vaadoWi firtnit^ prootiictf^ 
And cJbft'iriiiggrapesaf&nla^gejx'Foasji^ z^ t^ 



Vcr. 286v]L WifcraWfe rityities ! flms? - 

Where Phoebus r\f$.t .on his golden throne. 
The reft of the fpeech is fmely done, though diffnfely. 

Ver. 293. The koiUd trut, tbtm 'wanoui fruit^i prahnJ\ No- 
thing is more notorious, thaii tl^t sui ^epick. winter ougfit to give 
ifflportange.^nd grandeur to his adionaimucKas po^ffibfe in everjr 
circumftance; here the Poet takes, an. oppprtiuiity.to4et tie coun- 
try of Ulyi&i iA. the mod. advantag^us light, and* ibew« that it 
was a prize worth the conteft, and all the labour whlcli Ulyfies 
)fdStm^:xa*Ttpt^'Xt Stttdus-ii^ve»)^fitally'ite<tlli^parti6dar; he 
decl^ms againft the defigns lie aicribet to his heroes, he diBllAi>' 
his own fubjedi; aai ihc«M: dnttr d»f gmt; Uboar .he; pats upoa 
them was iU'cMpteyvd} fcrfbwvttekfiAi uA pkUUiar kbtdom at 
AatoflMMi. <amkttd^Vi^.u 



Woods growa our roountaina^ and in ev'ry grova 
The hounding goats and frilking heifinrs rove : 
Sqft rait>s aad kindly dews re£re(h the fields 
And riiing i^uigs eternal vordare yiokL . 



" -rr- r- BcUux^i eft de pupere regno.** 
lutf UlylRs was not king of Ithaca alone, but of ZacyiithHi, fiid 
Cephalenia, and tke BCtgiihointAg iiatidsw TUg ap|»ur Bmtk 
th? (eq9p4 ho«^ oj? |li^ l^ad^ ^U»re he te^ h^ fab^c^iJU t^ the 
walls of Troy. 

With thofe wliom Ceph^Jcnirt i^ inclojVJ, 
pr ;i^l?d t|^ ii^l4s s^g the oo^ Qf^f9»^4t = 
Or whe^e fair Xtli^aca o'erlooks th^ Qooyds, 
' Where high Nerhos fiiaices his waring wood*, 

Crojcyl^ rocky, and Zacy^thus ^seen. 

It IS true that Ithaca contains little more tlian fifty miles in circnit* 
now called Val de comptte^ Ocpkuilnua is larger, and is one 
jhL»9<|i^ and fixty miles in, ^irc.umferen<;e : ZacyntlLus, now Zant» 
^^ in circuit a,bou^ fixty mile^, unfpe^kably fhiitfbl, &ys ^ndys, 
{l|;oducifig ^e befl oil in th^ world, ^^ excellent fhDng wines ; 
|t|t the ch^ef richps of the iiUnd confift in Corinths^ which the 
inhahit^ts. of Zant hav^ in f^ch quantities that they know not 
^^t to do with' th^m ; fbr befides private gains, amounting t^ 
0ej^n hundred thpufand , zecl^ns, they yea,rly pay forty-eight 
y^ffjjxfyfid dqll^rs for cullon^s and otiier'duties. It is impoffifadt fo, 
fij^o ^ portion of earth (hpuld be more beneficial. 

Thb db&rvaiaoA is nco^^ry^ to %w the valu^ of Ulylfe^fv 
ipmumoM, a»d that the fttbje£t<^ theOdyfiey is not trivial an4i 
wopoiuot; it is like^iife* pf .uiQ;t|p coivvince^ us, that the* do^t 
Itteftick cares and conj:eirti6 of Tekmachus proceeded not from 
mynfjfr hv^ ^i^o^i the xnanners of the age; when pom^and 
lipniry had not yet found countenance from princes ; and that . 
when we fee F^ii^^yus^ who has the charge of Ulyflqs's hogs, we 
att not to fuppofe hia> a perfon of low rank and fortunes^ but an 
officer of flate an^ truH : the riches of thofe, a^e$ coAfifting in 
flocks and herdsj^.in.fwine and Qxen. P. 
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Ev'n to thofe fhores is Ithaca renown'd, 29$ 
Where Troy's majeftic ruins ftrow the ground. 
At this, the chief with tranfport was pofleft. 
His panting heart exulted in his breaft; 
Yet well diffembling his untimely joys. 
And veiling truth in plaufible diiguife. 
Thus, with an air fincere, in fiftion bold, joj 
His ready tale th' inventive hero told. 

Oft have 1 heard in Crete, this ifland's name ; 
For 'twas from Crete my native foil I came,, 
Self-bani(h'd thence. I iail'd before the wind. 
And left my children and my friends behind. 31m 
From fierce Idomeneus' revenge I flew, 
^yhofe fon, the fwift Orfilochus, I ilew : 



Yen 299, Ev^n to thofe Jhores is Ithaca renown^ 4iJ\ TTodiuig 
can more raife our efleem of the judgment of Homer» than iiich 
Aroket of art. Here he introduces Minerva to let Ulyffes int» 
the knowledge of his country: How does (he do this? She 
geographically defcribes it to him ; fo that he muft almoft know 
it by the defcripcion : but flfU (he fuppreiTes the name> and this 
keeps him in a pleaimg fufpenfe ; he attends to every fyllable to 
hear her name Ithaca, which (he dill defers^ to continue his doubts 
and hopes, and at laft, in the very clofe of her fpeech, fhe indi« 
re£^ly mentions it. This difcovery, in my judgment, is carried 
on with great addrefs, and cannot fail of awakening the curiofitj 
. of the reader; and I wonder how it could efcape the ob(ervatioii 
of all the commentators upon the Odyflcy. P. 

Yer. 301.] This line is profaic, and the rhymes of the next 
couplet are not corredUy jnft. 

Ver. 304.] With an eye, perhaps, on Chapman; 

^- therefore he beftow*d 

^ vw/f on Truth. 

Yw* 3 * *• ^^^"^ fi^^^^ Idomenius* rentenge I fliw, 
JVbc/i/on, thifw^ Orfilochus, I firm. 
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With brutal force he feizM my Trojan prey. 
Due to the toils of many a bloody day) 



Euflathius obferves, that this relation is not confonant to aatient 
hiftorles^ but indented to make the diTgcii&d UiySes more accept** 
able to the Suitors^ ihould he be brought before them. For thir 
perfon whom they could not know to be Ulyfles, could not Ail of 
finding favour with them, having (lain the fon of Idomeneus the 
friend of UlyfTes : and though it be hot recorded by the antients, 
yet it may be conjedtured, that Orfilochus was thus (lain» though 
not by UlyiTes. If the death of Orfilochus was a ftory that made 
a no^fe in the world about that time, it was very artful in Ulyfles 
to make ufe of it, to gain credit with this feeming Ithacan ; for 
he relating the fad truly, might juftly be believed to fpeak truly 
when he named himfelf the author of it, and confequently avoid 
all fttfpicion of being UlyiTes* It is ol>fenrable that Ulyfles is 
very circumftantial in his ftory ; he relates the time, the place». 
the manner, and the reafon of his killing Orfilochus : this is donft 
to give the Story a greater air of truth ; for it feems almoft im- 
poffiUe that fo many circumfiances could be invented in a moment, 
and fo well laid together* as not to difcover their pwn falfity. 
What he fays concerning the Phseaciahs leaving his elFefls entire 
without any damage, is not fpoken (as Euflathius obfefves) in 
vain: he extols the fidelity of the Phasacians, as an example to 
be imitated by this feeming Ithacenfian^ and makes it an argument 
that he ihould prad^ife the fame integrity, in not oiFering -violence 
or ftaiid to his tffe€ta or perfon. 

' It is true; the 'manner of the death of Orfilochus is liable to 
fome objedion, as it was executed clandeftmely, and not heroi- 
CaXty, as might be expeded from the valour of Ulyfies: but if it 
was a truth that Orfilochus was killed in that manner, Ulyfles 
eonld not felfify the flory ; but in reality he is no way concerned 
hi it ; for he fpeaks in the charafter of a Cretan, not in the perfon 
of UlyflTes. p. 

. Ver. 312.] After this verfe much of his author is omitted; 
and the following portion has nothing, in this vexfion^ but the 
^o coujdets \mder our tyes, to reprefent it : 

: Vot;Hli . S 
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Unfcwi I 'fci^'d ; .an4 favoured by the night 311 
In a Phoewckn veflfel took my flight, 



^- — — — — who in fpacious Crete 

In rapid foot excdl'd all men of fldH : 

He thought to robr me of my Trojan spoils. 

For whidi> my mmd ib many woes endured, 

Conflkb with dreadful wares and fights of i 

At Troy I ferv'd not for the pleafure fble 

Of that man's fire^ hot i»as myfelf a chiefl 

Him* from the fields rrtonung* with my fpear 

I ftnote, ae ambofii'd with a friend 1 1^ 

Ky the way-fide. Night then o*erfpread the. heavens f 

By him» by all unfecn> I reft his K^. v 

That iliilaatmyaiarp fieel had ftretch'd him dead, 

A ihip I fought, and with entteades won. 

And ftH>ththg prefeiMs, a PhoentiEiaii cre<«r. 

Atid the reader wifi eafify difcover, ^t the paiikge wotdd h^ 
iuto rhyme with eafe; feat fuc& trouble were vain^^nd fKroloof 
with fimple nomuive, exoepe' to erne prafefledly engaged hi the 
woik. There is mvch knp^fe^im in the remamder of^Hi^ 
fpeech. 

Ver. 316. In. d thanidoH itefftl took my flight. \ The whoti^ 
dory of the voyages of tflyfles is reUted differently by Diiftys 
Cretcniis, in his Hiilory of tfic War of Troy : I will tranfcxiiie vs^ 
H not ai a truth, yet aa^ a curlofity. 

" About this time UlyiTes arrived at €!reie widt tM^ Y«ifei* 

** hired of the Fhcemcians: for Tekunon, enraged for the deatk 
^ orhis fon Ajax, had feized upon all that belonged to Ulyi&» 
^ and his companions, and he himielf was with difii;^lty fet at 
^ liberty. While he. was in- Crete,, Idomeneus afked liim how. he 
^ i&L into fuch great calamities ; to whom he r^coiuited ajpk hia 
** adventures. He told him, that after his departure from Tra|r 
^ he made an inciirfion upon Ifmarus of the Ciconians, andt^eie^ 
** got great booty ; then touching upon the coaft of the Lqto* 
¥ phagi, he met witk ill fueerfi, and failed away ^ Sfcify ; t&ere 
^ Cjidops^and La^ftrigon, twd^ biiothers, ufed him baibarmiftf | 
<< and at length he loft meft of hb Cdmpaixicms through dhi erbdtjf 
*/ of Polypheme and Antiphates^ the fons of Cyclops 4md Lxiibi- 
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For t^Ie or Elis bound : but tempefts tbk 
find ragittg biHoWs drove iii oft ybtrr co*f!. 



*' g<hi' ; but b^ing aftferwarda deceived Into »vour ty l^olypKeme^ 
'* his companions attohj^d «l dtrry off' A^enfdy tM kk^'t 
'' daughter^ who was ftllen in love with £lpenor» one of Ktf 
" aflbciates; but the atfair tcing dlfcoverett, and tJIyflb dit 
«« mi/Ted, he (aU^ aihty* by Hit JBiolbtA iOaads, ^d tdWe t6 €Mi 
'' and Calypfo, who weie both queens of twD' ifles ) thera hil 
" companions wailed fome tinte in dalliance and pleafures : thence 
'^ h^ Ibikd io a pdo^H thiai ii^el:^ &med for tragical xheiMitions, 
y to learm hil ftftUrt fortunes. He efcaped the ro^ks 6f \hi 
** Sirens^ Scylla and Charybdis, though he there loft many of hi* 
" dM]^aliioni ; tli^n &e Fell into th^ hasnls of Pfaxsnititin r&^iri, 
** who fpared him ; and afterwards coming to Crete, hi was diP- 
'' mifled by Idomeneus with two yeiTels, and arrived at the coaft 
** «f Al^oi^, who bein^ prevailed opbti by die glotf dt Uj^ 
*^ name, entertained him coiirteoafly : from hub he learned fhai 
** Penelope was addrefled by thirty princes ; upon this, with muck 
•• intrfckty, he perfiiadrf Afcinou* ib ihidcrtic a vbyagfe ttj wr- 
*«* eiUblifli hitai in his ter/koAes ; they fet £ul together s^t ton- 
'^^ cealing themfelVes with Telemachus till all things were con- 
^ certed, they led theii^ fHendsr to the palace^ ^d fleW this $Qit6r« 
*^ opprefl<ld wi^h fleep Itnd drowjiitt&.'* 

I'he dif{erence between the Poet and the Hiftoriair lies dnefly 
in wliat i^ h&rt faid 6f th^ death of Oriilochbs ; Di^ys tells vts, 
that Ulyftei wias' entertained Uke a friend by IdomdneC^V imtf 
Homer writes that he flew his fon ; now Idomeneus cannot be 
fuppofed'tlb-hdV^ft^oaf^dthe mi^dier^r of his foh: hxii this Is 
no objediod^ if we oonftder that UlyfTes fpeaks ilot as Ulyffes, bul 
in a perfonated charader, and therefore Orfilochus muft be judged 
to have fallen by the hand of the {^erfbn whofe character UlyiTes 
aflhmes ; that is, by a Cretan, and not UlyfTes. 

Didys is fuppofed to have ferved under this Idomeneus, and to 
have wrote an HiHory of the Trojan War in Pl^cenician charac-* 
ten; and Tzetzes tells us, that Homer formed his poem upon hi^ 
j^Iaii^ Bat the hiftory now extant, publifhed by Mrs. Le Fevre^ 
il C counterfeit: fo that what I have here tranflated, is inferted 
iatah an authority, but as the opinion of an unknown wiiter i 
a&t I lay no otEcr welglit upon it. P» 
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In dead of night an unknown port we gainM^ 
Spent with fatigue, and flept fecure on land. 320 
But ere the rofy morn renewM the day, 
While in th' embrace of pleafing fleep I lay. 
Sudden, invited by aufpicious gales. 
They land my goods, and hoift their flying feils. 
Abandoned here, my fortune I deplore^ ^z; 

A hapleis exile on a foreign fhore. 

Thus while he fpoke, the blue-eyM maid began 
With pleafing fmiles to view the God-like man : 
Then changM her form: and now, divineljr 

bright, 
Jove*s heavenly daughter flood confefsM to light. 
Like a fair virgin in her beauty's bloom, 331 
Skiird in th* illufbrious labours of the loom. 

O flill the fame Ulyfles ! (he rejoinM, 
In ufeful craft fucccfsfuUy refinM J 
Artful in fpeech, in adion, and in mind ! 335 - 
Sufficed it not, that thy long labours pafl 
Secure thou feefl thy native (tiore at lafl I 
But this to me ? who, like thyfelf, excel! 
In arts of counfel, and difTembling well. 



Vcr. 321.] This line is added by the tranflaton 

Vcr. 338. ff'JIfo, like thyfeif, exceil 

In arts of atunfeU ^nd dtfimhting *wefl,\ 
It has been objcftcd againft Homer, that he gives a degree of 
diffiimulation to his hero, unworthy of a brave man^.and an inge- 
hacyus difpo&tion: here we have a full vindtcatioh of Ulyfles» 
from the mouth of the Goddefs of Wifdom \ he ofes only a pra- 
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To me, whofe Wit exceeds the powers divine, 340 
No le(s than mortals are fiirpafsM by thine. 
Know'ft thou not me ? who made thy life my 

care. 
Thro* ten years wandering, and thro' ten years 

war ; 
Who taught thee arts, Alcinous to periliade. 
To raife his wonder, and engage his aid : 34$ 



lient diillnmiadon ; he is «^iy^o«» wliich W'C may almofl literally 
render, mafter of a great preftnct of mind: that is, upon every 
emergency he finds an immediate refonrce to extiicate himfelf 
from it. If his diflimulation had been vicious, it would have been 
an abfurdity to have introduced Minerva praiiing and recommend- 
ing it ; on the contrary, all dkguife which coniifts with innocence 
and prudence, is fo far j^om being mean, that it really is a praiie 
to a perfon who nfes it. I fpeak not of common life, or as if 
men (hould always adl under a mafk, and in difguife ; that indeed 
betrays defign and infincerity : I only recommend it as an inftance 
how men (hould behave in the article of danger, when it is as 
reputable to elude an enemy as to defeat one. 

— — " Dolus an virtus quis in hofte re<juirit." 
This is the charadter of UlyfTes, who ufes only fuch artifice as is 
luggefted by Wifdom, fuch as turns to his benefit |n all extremi- 
ties, fuch as Minerva may boafl to pradtife without a rival among 
the Gods, as much as UlyiTes among mankind. In ihort, this 
diffimulation in war may be called ftratagem and conduct, in other 
exigencies addrefs and dexterity; nor is UlyiTes criminal, but 
artful. P. 

Ver. 342.] Thus, with more fidelity and a legitimate rhyme : 
Nor knew'ft me Pallas, thy unvaried friend ; 
Who in all toils with guardian care attend, 

Ver. 344.] His original fays only. 

Who gave thee grace in all Phaeacia's eyes : 

S3 
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Apd ppw sppear^ thy treafurc$ tp proteja^ n 
ConcegJl ^y perfon^ thy dcfigns 4irc^f I 

^d tell what nuore; thqu muft from F»^ ^)epe^.. J 
Domeftick woes far heavier to be bor^ { 
Thj?pri4epf fpol^faiidflwssuifvjtingfc^^ $j« 
But thou be filent, nor reveal thy ftatp j 
yiel4 to the force pf unrefiftpd fate ^ 
Aud be^r mimov'd the wrongs of bafc nia»kw4» 
The laft, and hardeft, con<jueft of the mind. 

Goddels of Wifdom ! Ithacus replies, 355 
He who difcerns thee muft be truly wife. 
So feldom yicw'd, and ever in diiguife ! 
When the bold Argive$ led their warring pow^rs^ 
Againft proud Jlion's well defended towVs j 
Ulyffes was thy care, celeftial maid ; 360 

G^ac'd with thy fight, and favoured with thy »dt 
But when the Trojan piles in aflics |ay. 
And bound for Greece we ploughed the wat'ry 

way; 
Our flept difpers'd and dHv'n from coaft to cpaft^ 
Thy faci?ed prefence from that hour I loft : 565 



fo that our tranilator might probably glance on Dacier: '^ ^ 
" voiis a rendu fi agrcable aux yeux des Phcacicns, que vom en 
•• avez r^u touted fortes iPa^/ances /" 

Ver. 361.] So Chapman : 

I have been often luith thy prtfen.ee. ^ac^i, 
Vcr. 365 . 1 Tha rhym* nught hie thus. popfUtcd : 

No iacred Jkccour from th^t hour I heaft. 
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•Till I beheld thy radiant form once more. 

And heard thy counfeb On Phaeada's fliore^ 

But, by th' sdmighty author of thy race, 

TeU me, oh tell, is this my native place ? 

For much I fear, long tr^k^ of land and iea s7# 

Divide this coaO: from diftaat Ithaca; 

The fweet delufion kindly you impofe^ 

To fbothe nly hopes, and mitigate my WDet. 

Thus he. The blue-ey'd Goddefs thus replies. 

How prone to doubt, how cautious are the 

wife ! J7J 

Ver. 366.] Better^ perhaps^ and with more conformity to 
Ut author: 

*Till/«r# I tfiiw'dthf radiant form once more. 

Cheated by thy counfek on Phseacia's fhore. 
ypr. 368.] 60 Chapman : 

Now then, even by the duikor af thy hirth : 
Homer fays only. 

Now by thy fire thy knees I beg. 
Ver. 569- Tell pu^ oh tell, is this ^y nativi flace?] It may 
appear ibmewhat extraordinary that Ulyife^ fiiould not believe 
Minerva* who had already a(rured him that he was landed in his 
own country : but two anfwers may be given to this objedion^ 
and his doubts may be afcribed to his having loft the knowledge 
of it through his long abfence, for that is the veil which is cafl 
before his eyes ; or to the nature of man in general, who when 
he defires any thing vehemently, fcarce believes himfelf in the 
podeiBon of it, even while he pofleffes it. Nothing is more fre- 
quent than fuch expreflions upon the theatre, and in the tranfport 
of an unexpe^ed happinefs, we are apt to think it a delufion ; 
from hence the fears of Ulyfles arife, and they are to be imputed 
to his vehement love of his country, not to his unbelief* P. 

Ver. 371.] Or, with a view to the rhyme: 

Divide tht coaft cf Ithaca from m* 

84 
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Who,: vcrs'd in fortune, fear the flatt'ring ihow. 
And tafte not half the Wife the Gods beftow. 
The more (hall Pallas aid thy jutt defires. 
And guard the wifdom which her felf infpires. 
Others, long abfent from their native place, 380" 
Straight feck their borne, and fly with eager 

pace 
To their wives arms, and children's dear em- 
brace. 
Not thus Ulyfles : he decrees to prove 
His liibjeds faith, and queen's fufpefted love ; 
Who mourn'd her lord twice ten revolving 
yeaK, 38$ 

And waftes the days in grief, the nights in tears. 
But Pallas knew (thy friends and navy loft,} 
Once more 'twas giv'n thee to behold thy coaft : 



• Vcr. 377^] There is nothing in his author refcmbling this. 
Chupman, I prefume^ might occaiion this interpolation^ though I 
do not profefs to underfland the paflagc> which might impel our 
tranflator to fuch addition : 

And therefore, have no more the power, to fee 
Fraile life more plagu'd with infelicitie. 

Vcr. 385.] Why he fhould have written mourned rather than 
WMtnu, I cannot devife. The following lines are much clofer tQ 
the original : 

Who, pining ftill, at homt her ilation keeps ; 
By night, by day, her eyes in forrow fteeps. 

Ver. 387.] Improper rhymes. Thus ? 

But, all thy comrades loft, thyfelf I knew 
Defign*d the long loft Ithaoi to view. 
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Yet how could I with adverfe fate engage, 
And mighty Neptune's unrelenting rage ? 390 
Now lift thy longing eyes, while I reftore 
The pleafing profpeft of thy native (hore. 
Behold the port of Phorcys ! fenc'd around 
With rocky mountains, and with olives crownM. 
Behold the gloomy grot ! whofe cool recefs 395 
Delights t|je Nereids of the neighboring feas : 
Whofe now-neglefted altars, in thy reign, 
Blufli'd with the blood of fheep and oxen flain. 
Behold ! where Neritus the clouds divides. 
And (hakes the waving forefts on his fides. 400 
So fpake the Goddcls, and the profpcft cle^r d^ 
The mifts difpers'd, and all the coaft appeared, ^ 



Vcf. 3S9.] He feems to have glanced on Ogilby : 
But not againft my uncle durft engage, 
Whofe bofom burns mxh umextinguijb^il rage. 

And here our tranilator oinit8> after Ogilby^ a portion of his autiuM*, 

which may be thus exhibited : 

Thy hand prefumptuous o'er his offspring's fight 
Shed the dire gloom of everiafting night. 

Ver. 393*] Compare verfe 122 of this book. 

Vcr. 394.] Thus Ogilby : 

Cro^n^d with a fprcading olive> like a wood. 
Ver. 400.] Chapman renders : 

Here mount Ncrytus;*^^ Ms curled treflc 

Of ihady woods : 
froni whom* or Ogilby* he derived his vicious accent of the 
/ro^name. Homer's veffe is this : 

This i$ mount Neritus^ in robe« of wood. 
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The king with joy confd&'d his place of biftbt 
Aad on hh koiees ^utes his mother esrth : 
Then with his fuppUaot hands upheld in air, 40s 
Thus to tht fea-rgrcen fiftcrs fends his prayV. 

All hail i Ye virgin daughters of the main { 
Ye ibreams, beyond my hopes beheld again! 
To you once more your own Uljrfles haws j 
Attend his tranfports, and receive hisgvows ! 4t# 
If Jove prolong my days, and Pdlas crown 
The growing virtues of my youthful ion, 
To you fhall rites divine be ever paid, 
And grateful off'rings on your altars laid. 414 

Thus then Minerva. From that anxious breaft 
Di{mi& thofe cares, and leav^ to heav'n the i-efl. 
Our talk be now thy treafur'd ftores to fave, 
Deep in the clofe recefles of the cave : 



Ver. 405 . } Write rather, to bftnifh an Qngrammatieal fermation, 

— _.— —.,-. ttfrMis*d in air. 
Ver. 408.] That exception, lately made, eartends to this rerfe 
ftlfo : nor is the fenfe feithful. Thus ? 

Ye Naiad Nymphs ! fWect cbje^ of my love ! 

Seen all nnhop'd far; progeny of Jove i 

Ver. 41 1.] The following fubilituticui has a rhyme (omewhat 
more corred^ and greater fidelity; but qq more can be £dd in its 
favonr : 

If Jove prolong my days, and Pallas rear 
To his fuH growth of virtue my Mdk^r ~, 

Ver. 417.] ThusHpbbes: 

:BtJt come, let's now ftc how your goods toytor ' 
Now prefently. *Twere well that they werelaid^ 
Within fome rock at bottom of th« an^^ 
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Then future means confultr— (he fpoke, tnd trod 
The fhsdy grot, that larightca- d with the God. 
The clodbft caverns of the grot (he fought ; 421 
The gold^ the bra6, the robes, Ulyffes brought ; 
Thefo in the focret gloom the chief difposM ; 
The entrance with a rock the Goddefe cloj'i 

Now^ feated in the olive's iacred (hade, 42; 
Confer the hero and the martial Maid. 
The Oodde& of the azure eyes began : 
Son of Laertes I much-experienc'd man ! 
The fuitor-train thy eifly'ft eare demand, 
Of that luxuripus race to rid the land : 430 

Three years thy houfe their lawle(s rule has feen. 
And proud addrefTes to the matchle(s queen. 
But (he thy abfence mourns from day to day. 
And inly bleeds, and (ilent waftes away : 
Elufive of the bridal hour, (he gives . 435 
Fond hopes to aU, and all with hopes deceives* 

irom Ch^lpm^, pcrfiapa, bclpw: 

Tim e^tyed tti/t the Ught-exdiiding cavt; 
And throvgb it ib^glbt foQie inmoMft nooke tojbvi 
Ti^ goldj Uip great brafle, and robes richly wroughl, 
Gmpi to Ulyflei. AU vrhich in he brought. 

Ver. 4S0.] The Hvely and agreeable thoqght^ in the latter 
fort of the i9eift> is dae to the tranilatop only. 

Ven 430.] Thasy more conformably to his author's langnagos 
That fhame.lefs race mud feet th' avenging hand. 

Ver. 434.J Rather, yerh^s, 

—5 -rr »»♦ -rtp T?!' and wafles in tsfor* aijiray. 

Vtc.4|$:.} Tie rf^tne is imperfea* Theftltowiagcoapfot 
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To this Ulyffes. Oh celcftial maid ! . 

PraisM be thy counfcl, aiid thy timely aid : 
Elfe had I fcen my native walls in vain. 
Like great Atrides, juft rdlorM and (lain. 440 
Vouchfafe the means of vengeance to debate, 
And plan with all thy arts the fcene of fate. 
Then, then be prefent, and my foul infpire. 
As when we wrapt Troy's heav'n-built walls infire. 
Tho' leaguM againft me hundred heroes ftand. 
Hundreds (hall hHj if Pallas aid my hand. 446 



does not fail in this re(jpe£l» and is much more fiithful to Homer^s 
fenfe : 

Fond hopes to all fhe gives^ to all fbe fends 

Fair words ; elfewherc her heart, her purpofe, bends. 
Vcr. 440.] Or thus? 

Returning, like AcrideSj u ht flain. 
Ver. 444.] Homer fays. 

As when we looft the battlements of Troy : 
fa that oiir Poet might have his eye on Chapman : 

as when th' Ilion towres 

We tore in cinders* 

Ver. 445.] Thd* ieagu*d againft me hundreds, &c,] Nothing is 
more judicious than this condufl in Homer ; the whole number of 
Sttitora are to be fUin by a few hands, which might fhock our 
reafon if it were related fuddenly, without any preparation to 
ihew us the probability of it : this is the intent of Homer in this 
«nd various other places of the OdyiTey : he foftens the relation* 
and reconciles us to it by fuch infertions, before he deicribes that 
great event. The antients ((ays Euftathius) would not here allow 
UlyfTes to fpealc hyperbolically ; he is that hero whom we have 
already feen in the Iliad reiifl whole bands of Trojans, when the 
Greeks were repulfed, where he flew numbers of enemies, and 
fttilained their aflaults till he was difengaged by Ajax, Befides, 
there is ah excellent moral in what Ulyifes fpeaks ; itcontms 
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She anfwcrM : In the dreadfiil day of fight' \ 
KiiQW I am with tbqe, ftrong in all my might* I 
If thou but equal to thyfelf be fbund, ; 

What gafping numbers then fliall prefi the. 
, ground ! . , 4f o 

What human victims ftain the feaftful floor ! 
How wide the pavements float with guilty gore ! 
It fits thee now to wear a dark difguHe, 
And fecret walk, unknown to mortal eyes. 
For this my hand (hall wither ev*ry grace, 4$ j 
And ev'ry elegance of form and face, 
0*er thy fmooth (kin a bark of wrinkles fpread. 
Turn hoar the auburn honours of thy head. 
Disfigure ev'ry limb with coarfe attire. 
And in thy eyes extinguifh all the fire ; 4<s<;^ 



thb ceruin truth, (adds Dacier) that a man affifted by heaven, 
has not only nothing to fear, but is aifured to triumph over alt: 
the united powers of mankind. P. 

Ver. 451.] ThusOgilbyj 

And make no doubt, we ihall with brains and^0r/» 
Of thofe devour thee, ftain thy ^ahcejio&r. 

Ven 452. How nuide the pavements float with guilty gore !\ The. 
words in the Greek are uawtlor l^»i, which Euftathius imagines to, 
figniiy the land of Ithaca ; for the hall even of a palace is too 
narrow to be (tiled immenje or uaif^u But this contradi^ the 
matter of fa6t, as appears from the place where the Suitors werot 
f)ain, which was not in the fields of Ithaca, but in the palace of 
Ulyiles: affwlio* really fignifies large or fpacious; and a palace, 
that could entertain at one time fo great a number of Suitors 
might be called Vaft or icvikij which Hefychius interprets by 
A»«.i «-oXy;, fifya$. Daci'er* P. 
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Add all tht wants afid thd decays of fi£^y 
Eftfange thei frcm thy Owttf thy ioA^ thy WHof 
From the Idath'd obje^ ev*ry fight ihaM ft(m> 
Afld the blihi fiuttn® thar deftrudicni fcorh* 
s : Go firft the mafter of thy herds to 6aA, 465 
True to his chargey a loy^l fwaia and lund s 
For thee he figbs ; and tOr the rcrfal heir 
And chads S^elopis extendi hist (sitt^ '* 

At the Cor*eia*> f ock be now refidd*^ 
Where ArethtKTa'd £d4e wite» gh^ ; 4^<^ 

Vef^^ft^.] Oiir tranilAtoit fe<a« to iivd cooikltecir diapnUI 
here: 

— — '— — — ana fo change 

Thy fOiMit' iK all jKam, tUt thoti fl^ 

To all the wooers ; tia ja^fbmne^ and *wif€. 

But to tiy herJfman firft prtient thy i^. 
And I fhould prefer fome change UIu the following : 

Loath'd by the faitors, by thy fon, and wife ; 
with a baiiifhment of the focceeding couplet, wliofe i\xfaAi iact^. 
hadr diid Whofe feiife fyfeHkusui. 

Ver. 465. Go firft the mafter of ify itrds t6 ftftd,'\ t\sstt Ztt 
many reafons why this injunction waa ibectila^ : the hcra of a 
Poem ought never to be out of fight, atfver out of a&ioa : neither 
is Ulyiies idle in this recefs ; he goes thither to aipqiaaint himfelf 
with the condition of his aiFairs, both publick and domeftick : he 
thert lay^ the plaii fbr th^ deftru^on of ^e Sui£ofs, enquire* 
iffter theii" number?, a)id the fete 6f JPendldjpe aiid TeleDiUtiduu. 
Befid^, he here refides iit full: f(iciU^ ^d ^riva&y, 'tiJA Ih6 Sit 
ptiepami all things fot- tfie e)tecation< of die g;tdat^v<£6t6f tH^ 
wholfeOdyffey. f. 

Ver. 469. -s Cordcian rock J TlMa rock was fo calliedE 

(t6xti a youAg man whofe name was Corax, who in purfuit of aal 
Ikr^ fell from it and broke his neck : Arethuia his mother hearing 
of t6e aecident, hanged herfelf by the fountain, which afterwal'dii 
tb^k its name from her, and was called Arethuia. iufiaibius* PL 
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7Ue fablb wdter iod the cpptous mail 
Swell die fat hcid ;. kucixriantt large repaft I : . 
With him, reft peaceful in the rural cell. 
And ajlyou ^ his fiuthfuL tcitigUo ihall tcfl* 
Me into. other realms xny cares cDhvej^ 47^ 

To Spartfa^ ftill with female beaiitjr gay : . 
Foiricnowv to %arta^ thy lo«-d offi^iag caau^i 
ir^.leana th^ fbrtimes fromi the Yoice ^f Faite. 
c At this the father, with a father's cara 
Miift he too fufFer : he^ oh Gfoddsfs ! bear 4M>| 
Of wtstnd^f ings and of wqbs a ^retchdl fhai:a ? . 
Thro' the wild oceati pknigfii the dang'romi w^j^ 
Aad lea^te his fdrtimes and his houfe a prey } 
WJbgr: wdtiU'ft not thocr, oh aM-eni^bten'd mind ! 
Inform \am tiertaiii,. and prWeifk him^ kind ? 4^^^ 

To whom Mitflerva« Bd thy foul at i eA ; 
-And know, whatever httV^ erdains, is beft. 
To Fame I fent him, to acquire renowia^; 
To>^other reg^oiis is his vinue known^ 



Ven 479.} Thin pangraph k 'fuf 6\epxkkj ttendBawi. 

Vcr. 487.] A ftefelc Kne! anitithdiiied hy hki original. Z 
imili :compitf& th«fe fmh verfci kxto i^coapkv thus: (fcc'tlic 
4Blqan» of the ktter ave not to be adniMci) 

TlMi Satli» : Frem thy brealE difmffi thiie dM : 
To gain Ttttomii^ I led, and guard him thert>. 
iPhc fane vfotA ihdeed is^fanployed iit the rhTme not ftf Amt % 
but our tranilator is unnecefTarLly diiFafe xh that j^lace aife; atMi 
night be ^orre&edf as ibiiows> with advanuge to fidelity ; 
? '' t^jffhiht^: Mufthetoo, Godd^r bear 
*' Of wmdringa-^? , : 
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Secure he fits, near great Atrides placM ; . 490 
With-friendfliips ftrengthen'd, and with honours 

grac'd. I , 

But lo ! an ambuih waits his paflage o'er ; > • 
Fierce foes infidious intercept the fhore: 1 ^ '/ 
In vain ! far fooner ail the murthVous brood ^ ? 
This injurM land (hall fatten with their bloods 
She {pake, then touch'd him with her powerful 

wand : 496 

The fkin (hrunk up, and withered at her hand^: 
A fwift old age o'er all his members ipread ; > 
A fudden froft was fprinkled on his head j 
Nor longer in the heavy eye-ball ihin'd ' 500 
The glance divine, forth-beaming from the mmd* 
His robe, which fpots indelible befincar; . ;. . 
In rags dilhoneft flutters with the air : j' 



Vcr. 496*^^ Aa Ogilby : 

Thas iaying, the Goddefs touched him 'witb her viiand. . 
Vcr. 499.] Homer fays. 

And from his head deftroy^d his auburn locks : 
fo that here alfo our Poet probably was indebted to Ogilby : 

His golden hair afuddainfroft did hoar. 
. Ver. 502. His fhi which J^ts indelible hejmear, &c.] I dottbt 
not but Homer draws after the life. We have the whole eqnipa^ 
and accoutrements of a beggar, yet fo drawn by Homer« as even 
to retain a nobleneis and dignity ; let any perfon read the defcrip» 
tion> and he will be convinced of it ; Muhat can be more lofty and 
foaorous than this verf^ ? 

It is no humility to fay that a tranilator muil &U fhort of the 
original in fuch paiTagcs; the Greek language haswcirds noblt 
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A'ftag*s torn hide isiapt ardund his reins^; 
A fugged ftafF his trembling hand fuftains ; 505 
And at his fide a wretched fcrip was hung. 
Wide patchM, and knotted to a twifted thongs 
So locdc'd the chief, {o mov'd ! To mortal eyes 
Ob]e<a uncouth ! a man of miferies j 
While Pillas, cleaving the wide fields of air^ 5111 
To. Sparta flies, Telemachus her care<. 



and' ibunding to expre& aU fabjeda, which m% wanting in ^tii 
tongue; all that is to be expe&cdis to keep the diSion' from 
j^pearing mean or ridiculous. They are greatly miftaken who 
impute this difguife of Uly&s ia-the ibrsrof a beggar* as a fiiult 
to Homer ; there is nothing ctt^ep abfurd or mean in it ; for the 
way to make a king undifcoverable, is to drefshim as m^ike him« 
felf as poflible. David counterfeited madnefs, as Uly iTes poverty, 
and neither of. them ought to He under any imputation ; it is eafv 
CO vbdicate Horner^ from the difguife of the greateft perfons aii4 
generals in hillory, upon the like emergencies ; but there is no 
occafion for it. F. 

Ver. 508.] This couplet is Interpolated by the tranflator* 
Ver. 5 10. ifFJbfle Pallms, ^leaving th iJvidi fields of air 
To ^parfajlies >^ p— ] 
Homer is now preparing to turn the relation from Ulyfles to Te- 
lemachus, whom we )Rb. at Sparta with Menelaus in the fourth 
book of the Odyffey. He has been long out of fight, and we 
have heard none of his adtions ; Telemachus is not the hero of 
the poem : he is only an under agent, and confequently the Poet 
was at liberty to omit any or all of his adventures, unlefs fuch as 
have a neceilary connexion with the ftory of the Odyfley, and 
contribute to the re-cftablifhmcnt of Ulyffes ; by this method like- 
wife Homer gives variety to his poetry, and breaks or gathers up 
the thread of it, as it tends to diveriify the whole : we may con- 
sider an epick poem as a fpacious garden, where there are to be 
4ifferent walks and views, left the eye ihould be tired with too 
great a regularity and uniformity ; the chief avenue ought to be 
Vol. III. T 
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the moll: ample and noble, but there ihould be by-walks to retire 
into fometimes for our eafe and refrefhment. The Poet thus ^vct 
«8 fevehi] openihgs to draw us forward with pleafure ; and though 
the grc|it event o£ the poem be chiefly in view> yet he fometimea 
leads us afide into other fhort paflages which end in it again, and 
bring us Widi pleafure to the conclufion of it. Thus, for infbmce. 
Homer begins with the ftory of Telemachus and the Suitors ; then 
he leavo them a-while> and more largely lays before- us the sid* 
ventures of UlyiTes, the hero 6f his poem ; when he has Satisfied 
the ci^io^ty of the reader by a full narration of what belongs to 
him, he returns to Telemachus and the Suitors: at length he 
unites the two iloHes, and proceeds dire6Uy to the end of the 
OdyiTey. Thus, all the collateral and indired paflages £ali into 
one center, and main point of view. The eye is continually 
tntertained with fome new objed, and we pafs oh from incident 
to incident, not (mly without fatigue, but with pleafure and ad« 
miration. P. 

His author may be thus Kterally given : 

They part, fo counfelling : to Sparta (he 
In queft of young Telemachus was gone. 
He from the harbour -^ — , 
as the connexion muft be fetched from the next book« Milton 
had in view either this paflage, or Iliad A. ^31. at Par. Loft/ viii 
the end : 

So parted they ; the angel up to heaven 
From the thick ihade> and Adam to hii bower. 
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The Converfation with Eunueus. 

TJl rssES arrives in difguife at the boufe of Eutikeus^ 
where be is received^ entertained^ and lodged^ with 
the utmoft boj^tality. The feveral difcour/es of tbat 
faitbfid oldfervant^ witb tbe feigned ftory told by Ulyjfes 
to conceal bimfelf and otber comjerfations on various 
fubjeUSy take up this entire book. P. 
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NOTE PRELIMINARY. 

W£ fee in this book the chancer of a^t}ifal> wife^ bene*^ 
volent old man in Etunseas; one happily innocent^ unam* 
bitioos, and wholly employed in rural affiurs. The whole inter- 
view between Ulyfles and Eumsus has fallen into ridicule; 
Eumaeus has been judged to be of the fame rank^and condition 
with our modem fwineherds. But herds and flocks were then 
kept and attended by the fons of -kings ; thus Paris watched the 
£ocks of JPriam in the groves of Ida^ and the fame is faid of many 
of the heroes in t)ie Iliad; thefe ofiices were places of digni^« 
and filled by perfons of birth ; and fuch was Eumxus, defQend^d 
from a prince> named Ctefius : thus the mailer of the horfe is a 
pod of honour in modern ages. . . 

It is in poetry^ as in painting ; where the artid does not con- 
fine himfelf tp draw only gods ox heroes^ palaces and princes ; but 
he frequently employs his pencil in reprefenting ]andichapes> rural 
icenes> groves^ cottages, and fhepherds ten.ding their flocks. 

There is a paflage in. Monfieur Boileau's refleflions upon Lon* 
ginus, which fully vindicates aU the places of Homer that have 
been cenfured as low and too familiar. ** There is nothing (ob- 
** ferves that author) that more difgraces a compofltion than the 
*' ufe of 'vulgar imrds : a mean thought exprefled in noble terms, 
" is generally more taking than a npble thought debafed by mean 
«' terms : the reafon is, every perfon cannot judge of the juft- 
•* nefs and flrength of a thought, but there are very few, efpeci- 
^ ally in living languages, who are not fhocked at mean words : 
^ and yet almofl all writers ^ into this fault. Longinua 
** accufes Herodotus, the mofl: polite of all the Greek hiflorians, 
'' of this defeA ; and Livy, Salluft, and Virgil, have fallen under 
" the fame imputation. Is it not then very furprifing that no 
'' reproach upon this account has fallen upon Homer ? efpecially, 
" though he has compofed two large poems, and though no 
** author has defcended more frequently into the detail of little 
<' particularities ; yet he never ufes terms which are not noble, 
•' or if he ufes humble words or phraffes, it is with fo much art, 
'' that, as Dionyiius Halicarnafliis obferves, they become noble 
" and harmonious. We may learn from hence the ignorance of 
<' thofe modern Cfiticks, who judge of the G;reek without the 



NOTE PRELIMINARY. 

*< knowledge of it ; and having never read Homer but in low 
«' and inelegant tranflations, impute the meanneiTes of the tranf- 
*< lator to the Poet. Befides^ the words of different languages 
*' arc not exactly correfpondent> and it often happens, that an 
"' expreflion which is noble in the Greek cannot be rendered in 
^ a verfion but by words that are either mean in die foun^ or 
^' dage. Thus a/s, and afinms in Latin, are mean to the laft de- 
*' gree ; though Sm( in the Greek be ufed in the moft magnificent 
*' defcripdons, and has nothing mean in it ; in like manner die 
•^ tenns hpgherdznd eowhiper, are not to be nfed in our poetry ; 
*' but there are no finer words in the Gre^ language don fiintihtq 
^' and ffvCckm : and Virgil, who enddes his Eclogues Bucolicks in 
** the Rosian tongue, would have been aihamed to call them in 
*' our language the Dialogues of Cowkeefers.** 

Homer himfelf convinces us of the truth of this obfervadon ; 
nay, one would imagine that he intended induftrioufly to force 
it upon our notice ; for he frequently calls E\irMsus'*OfXPH*^i &>j)p*fp 
or frince c/ num ; and his common epithet is diro« or Kh Ifofilq. 
Homer would not have applied thefe appelladons to him, if he 
had tot been a j>erfon of dignity ; it being the fame dde diat he 
lieftowt npon his greateft heroes^ Ulyfles or Achilles. • - P. 
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BUT he, <leep-4nu{wig, o*er the mountains 
ftra/d. 
Thro' mazy pickets of the woodland fhade, 



N o T. £ Sk 

y«r.4. But he^ deef'tm^gy i^er'thi mmtHUdns Jhrof^dJ] ffhall 

tranfcrlbe the obfervation of Dicmyfius (Mkarnttfitts tpon ibe 

firft verfes in this book. The (Hme metkody rtmarks that anchor, 

makes both profe and verfe beautiful ; wluch confiAs in theft ttee 

things, the judicious coaptation and langing of. the words, the 

portion of the members and parts ai tbe verfe, and the varioos 

.nwafme of thepcjciods. Whoever would write elegantly:, muft 

/^hjfvitj^ffxAXf} the 4ifEereait turn and jundure of every period, 

'^;4k«rf «ittft be proper di fl w a cc s and paufes; every verfe muA be 

\ a complete ieBtenoe, but broken and interropted, and tbe parts 

JmA» une^udf fome longer, fome fhorter, to give a variety of 

^'^ence to it. Neithier the turn of the parts of the verfe, nor the 



ftS2 HOMER'S ODYSSEY, bookxiv. 

And cavcm'd ways, ,the flxaggy coaft along. 
With cliffs and nodding forefts over-hung. 



length, ought to be alike. This is abfolutely neceflary i for the 
epick or heroick verfe is of a fixed jdeterminate length, and we 
cannot, as in the lyrick, make one longer, and another (horter ; 
therefore to avoid an identity of cadence, and a perpetual return 
of the fame periods, it is requifite to contradl, lengthen, and in- 
terrupt the paufe and ftru^re of the members of the verfes, to 
create an harmonious inequality, and out of a fixed number of 
fyUables to raife a perpetual diverfity. For inilance. 

Here one line makes one fentence ; the next is ihortcr, 

XMfQ9 at it\nti\» — — • 
The next is itill ihorter. 

The next fentenee compofes two hemyftickr, 

and is entirely udike any of the preceding peiiodt. 
•— — *'o 01 ^loroio fA«^ir» 

Here again the (elstence is hot finifhed with the former verfe, but 
breaks into the fourth line ; and left we fhould be out of brmdi^ 
with the length of the fentence, the period and the verfe con^ 
C^ude together at the end of it* 

Then Homer begins a new fentence, and makes it paufe dif^ 
ferently fr09)i any of the former. 

T^y ^ af^ wit m^fOftM tZf ifMvot *— »^ — * 
Then he adds, 

— -- *teOa «»• avXn 

'T4«^xi ^Jjuttilo *— ^ —-' 
This is perfcftly unequal to the foregoing period, and fhc paufe 
of the fentence is carried forward into the fecond verfe ; and . 
what then follows is neither diftinguifhed by the paufes nor pstfti 
periodically, but almoft at every word there is a flop. 



ftooKXiv. HOMER'S OBYSSEY. tts 

Eumseus at his fihran lodge he fought^ 5 

A faithful fervant, and without a foulL 
UlyfTes found him bufied, as he fat 
Before the threfhold of his ruftick gate ; 
Around, the manfion in a circle fhone ; 
A rural portico of rugged ftone : 16 

(In abfence of his lord, with honeft toil 
His own induftrious hands had rais'd the pile) 



No doubt but Homer was a perfed mailer of numbers ; a man 
can no more be a poet than a mnfician, without a good ear, as we 
•fually exprefs it* . It b true, that verMcation is but the media* 
nifin of poetry, but it fits off good fenfe to the beft advantage ; 
it is a colouring that enlivens the portrait, md makes even « 
beauty more agreeable. 

I will conclude this note, with obferving what Mr. Drydetn 
lays of thefe two lines of Cowper's Hill. 

Tho' deep, yet dear, tho' gentle, yet not dull. 
Strong without rage, without o'erflowing full. 
*< There are few, (fays he) who m^e verfes, that have obferved 
** the fweetnefs of thefe lines, and fewer who can find the reafon 
'< of it." But I believe no one will be at a lofs to folve the 
difficulty who coniiders this obfervation of Dionyfius : and I doubt 
not but the chief fweetnefs arifes from the judicious and harmo* 
nious paufes of the feveral periods of the verfes ; not to mention 
th» happy choice of the words, in which there is icarce one rough 
confonant, many liquids, and thofe liquids foftened with a multi- 
tude of voweb. P« 

Ver. 3*] Thefe rhymes, and the rhymes in general throughout 
tins introdudion, are remarkably defedive. I cannot much re- 
commend the following couplet, nor can I pretend to fubititutc 
lor every imperfedlion: otherwife, (bmething like it, with happier 
execution, would agreeably fupplant this and the next couplet^ 
irithout any infincerity to the original : 

The fwine-herd's lodge (fo Pallas fhew'd) to fee; 
Among tike feithlefs faithful only he. 

Yer«. II.] Chapman b more exaft, and compleat : 
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The wall was ftoae frtHH odgbbViag qwuFnA» 

borne, 
Encircled with a fence bf native thorn^ 
And ftroog with pales, by many a wtiary ftroke 1$ 
Of ftubborn labour hewn from heart of bide 3 * 
Frequent and ihick* Within the ^cc wcic 

rear'd 
Twelve am^le cells, the lodgement}^ of hia hetSU 
Full fifty pregnant females each contained ; ' 
The males without (afmaller race) femain'd; 20 
Doom'4 to &pply the Suitors wafteful fcaA^i 
A ttock by daily luxury decreaft ; 
j!^ow fcarce four hundred le&. T!h^ik tQ 4^ 

fend, - 

Four favage dogs, a watchful guar4, attcp^ 



— — — . — whidi Ac fwiun 
{In absence of his far-gonne "ibvenutie) 
Ifad built himfeif, witlumt hit qttoenei iupfty* 
Or old Laertes* 

Ver. 17.] So Chapman: ' ' 

And compaft all'^e he^ge, with /ahtt cleft out 
Of fabl€ oake j that iiort aad tbeee Jk fixt 
Frequent and tbicke, 

Ver. id«] Hexe onr poet itnBBcs 4i& of Ogi&jr : 
Twelve <wMj>iSf ftyeis—. 

Vcf . 20.] To prevent anabiguity, I would thus cotTxe&A 
The j^akfi ^^jChout {s^.JfiOMtier fsace) fefoaki'd.. 

Ver. 23.] Ogilby, wMi tiie difaer tsmffarfors^ yieft x tta - Kf 
author's -numbct to -ex^ftiifds: • ' * 

7';^rf# bundnijtt and pctj there remain*4. 



BOOK XIV. HOMER -^ff OiyTSSEY. »8f 

Here iat EdMakis^ and \m caree apply!d . . .»; • 
To forAi flrong bufltins* o£ wdl-fedTwi'd hide. 



not bnt this, employment of Euma^s has beea another cavfe of 
the mean chara6ler that £ias been formed of his conditidn : but 
this ndftake arifes'from oar jadging tif ^er dignity of m«ii fnitt . 
the emplpyineilts the^ fUlowed three thou&nd years paft» by the 
notions we have of thofe employments at prefent ; and becaufe 
they are now X>iAf tile occupation of the 'VuIgar, we imagine 4Jiat' 
they vrere foifbrii^ly : Icii^gs and princes in the earlier ages of 
the world kboured in art? and occupations, and were above no* 
thing that tended' to promote the conveniencies of life ; they peiw. 
formed that with their own hands, which we now perform by 
thofe of our fervants : if this were not fo, the cookery of Achiller 
in the Biiad would equally difparage that hero> as this employ-r; 
ment would difgrace Eumaeus in theOdyfley: arts-were then iii« 
their infancy, and were honourable to the pradtifjbrs : thus Ulyile*;. 
builds aVeifel with Ms' owii hands, as ikilfnlly as a ihipwnght. 

Befides, even at this day arts are in high efteem in the OTieiitaL 
world; and are pradifed by 'the greateft petfonages. Every maiv 
in Turky is of foine trade ; Sultan Achmet was a maker of ivory 
rings, which the Turks wear upon their thumbs when they ihoot, 
theif'amows, and in this occupation he worked ieveral houra 
daily V and another of their emperors was depofed, becaufe he re*, 
fbfcd to work iii his occupation. 

It muft be conferred that our trai^tions have contributed 'to 
give 'didfe who are unacquainted with the Gfeek, a mean- idea H>f 
£umseus. This place is thus rendered by two of his tranflaton. * 

Himfelf there fat ordering a pair of brogues. 

Of a py'd bulloek's fkin — ^^ 

Himfelf was leather to his foot applying. 

Made of a good cow-hide well coloured. 

Whereas Homer is as lofty and harmdmous, as thefe: are flat and 
inelegant. 

li^trtLe^'k tfandator iii ftfch places as theib has a» havd taiki> 
X kngoage Uke the Qxctk, which is always, flowing, muJical^ 
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Of four affiflants who his labour (hare, • . 
Three now were abfent on the rural Qarc ; : ^ , 
The fourth drove vidims to the fuitor train : 
But he, of antient hith^ a fimple Twain, }• 
SighM, while he furnifh'd the luxurious board. 
And weary 'd heav'n with wiflies for his lord. 

Soon as Ulyffes near th' enclofure drew. 
With open mouths the furious maftiyes flew : 
Down fat the fage ; and cautious to withftand, jj 
Let fall th* ofFenfive truncheon frojn his l^d, 



and fonorousy is very difficult to be imitated in other tpfiguti, 
e(pecia]ly where the correfponding words are not equally %mfi^ 
cant and graceful. 

In fhort, the reader is to coniider this whole defcription as a 
true piAure of antient life ; and then he will not fail of the 
pleafure of knowing how the great men of antient Uine« pafiH 
their lives, and how thofe heroes, who performed fuch noble parts 
on the publick ftage of life, aded in private when withdrawa 
from notice and obfervation. Thofe ages retained an univtHSd 
fimplicity of manners : Telemachus and Eumseus have bo^ dogs 
for their attendants ; nay, and in later times, before luxujy pre- 
vailed among the Romans, we read of a didator brought fi:oiii the 
plough, to lead the braved ibldiers in the world to conquer it» P. 

Ver. 30.] Thefe ti^ee verfes are an impertinent appendage^ 
void of elegance, from the tranilator. They may be fpared thus, 
with advantage to fidelity^ . 

Compelled, he late had fent another fwain 
To drive a vidim for the fuitor-train. 

Ver. 34.] So Chapman : 

*— — and upon him Jitnn^ 

With open tnotub. 

Ver. 3^. Down fat the fage \ and eauHous to imth/ia^^^ 
Let fall tV offenfrve truncheon from his hand.} 
Homer h^ been cenfnred for reprefenting his hero oawortlMly. 
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Sudden, the ihafler rans ; aloud he calls ; 
And frbni his hafty hand the leather falls ; . 
With (how'rs of ftohes he drives them far 

away; 
The fcatt'ring dogs around at diftance bay. 40 



Is It probable that he who had met whole armies in battle^ fhoold 
|iow throw away his ftaff out of fear of a dog ? that he fhoold 
abandon his defence by cafting himfelf on the groimd, and leave 
himfelf to his mercy ? But Euftathius fiilly vindicates Ulyflbs. It 
is a natural defence to avert the fury of a dog, to caft away our 
weapons, to ihew that we intend hhn no violence. Pliny has the 
like obfervadon in the eighth book of his Natural Hiftory : /m« 
fetus camim fcf fee^iia mitigaiur ab homim ifumi confidente. 

All that Homer fays of the dogs, is imitated by Theocritot, 
Idyll, XXV. V. 68. 

T«f fi^9 <&yt >iit90%9 avl ;^oi^ oovoir oi If «v 
Oi^^ffAiv »\f' owio'U ht^icailo, &C. 

What Homer fpeaks of Ulyflcs, Theocritus applies to Hercules; 
a demonftration that he thought it to be a piAure of nature, and 
therefore inferted it in that heroick Idyllinm. ?, 

Ver, 37. Sudden, the mafter runs, &c.] This is thought to be 
an. adventure that really happened to the Poet himfelf; it b re- 
lated in the life of Homer afcrlbed to Herodotus. Theftorides 
laving perfuaded Homer to permit him to tranfcrlbe his verfes, 
he immediately removed to Chios, and proclaimed himfelf the 
author : Homer being informed of it, fet (ail for Chios, and land- 
ing near it, he was in danger of being torn in pieces by the dogs 
of Glaucus, who prote£led him, and received him hofpitably : the 
Poet in return laboured to reward his kindnefs, by relating to 
him the moft curious of his adventures that had happened in the 
courie of his voyages. When therefore (adds Dacier) we (ee 
Ulyifes enterudned by Eumsus, we have the iatis&dion of 
imagining we fee Homer himfcdf in diftpurfe with his courteous 
Aiend Glaucus. F* 



at HQMEJt^^OnYSSET: BOOK XIV. 

Unhapt7 ftrain^ h (dius the ^hfiil (wahl) : 
Began witb accent' gnciouG: and humaney : > . \ 
What ferrow had beenmitie, if at ht^. gate' 
Thy rev'rend age had met a (hameftiVfetc ? 
Enough of woes al ircady - hove I fcnowri • ^4j 
Enough my mafter!s ibrrows^ and my own. 



V«r. 41.. •— — Tbut iha fiutiful /amm^ &c.] Tlic ward*^Hi^ 
the Greek are^rof if^fiU, Hteraliy rendered, th§ dwiut fiuiwAn^d^ 
which are buiiefque in modem l^goaget , and wodid have l>eal 
90 lefs in Greeks if the pejrfeo^f EuaisDiia had not been honoar-r 
able, and hie office a fiatiim d£ digriiity :. fef the fole reafon wh)f 
fuch a tranfbudott would now be iddiculons, i» becaoTe (bch eai^ 
ploymenta are new fallen into contempt. Let any perfoa aik this' 
queftion. Would Homer have applied the epithet dt<vine to a 
modem fwineherd ? If he would not, it is an evidence that Comaeiii 
was a mafr of conieqsence, and his pod a place of honour; other- 
wife Homer would haire been guilty of borleiqutng his own 
poetry. 

Dacier very well remarks, that the words Eomseus here 'ipealc^ 
jRxi indeed his whole ccMw^rfation (hew him to be a per^an of ^ 
good education, and of noble and pious fentiments ; he difcovtn 
a natural and flowing eloquence, and appears to be a man of great 
humanity and wifdom. 

There is a peculiarity in Homer's manner of apoilrophizing 
£um»u$, and fpeaking of him in the fecond peribn ; it; is gent^ 
faUy applied by that Poet only to men of account and diftindlion^ 
und by it the Poet, as it were, addrefTes them with refpe^; thu? 
in the. Iliad he introduces Menelaus, . ^ ■ 

This enlivens the diftion, and awakens the attention of the' reader. 
-Euftathius obfervcs rfiat Eumacus is the 01^ perfon of whom 
fiomer thus fpeaks in the whole GdyfTey. No doubt (continues 
that author) he dbes it out of love of this benevolent old fervaik 
of Ulyfies ; and to honour and diftinguiih his fidelity^ I*. 



Whtk :h^i««i (tittgt^frffil'tafk!)his herds I feed, 
Ordain*!^ jfoi?ddiwle& /laters to bleed ; 
Perhaps fupporied 'at irtbtheA boa'rdf 
Far frdifi'biJ tidKJttCry foamgf iny haplefs lord I $• 
Or figh'd in eJ^SSfr f(^rtfe his kteft bi^edth^ 
Kow coV€i#^*\Vith th'-itei^ndl ihade 6f dedth 1 

But ■e«!i*^<htt my homely i^obf j iiid fei*: 
Our woodb 'ftfe^Vftitf df hofpiHality; j+ 

Then teirrri^ #h«nee tHott art? ind what the (R*ffe 
Of wcfes aiid' Wiatfid^i-iiygs thcTtt #ef t bdrh tb Bea!r t 

He ftid, and fedonffixig tSre kind requeft^ 
With fritadly ft«^ prdcedes his unknown gueftj 
A fliaggy gbat*s loft hide beneath him lprea4> 
And with ftefh rulhes heaped an ample bed« 6f 
Joy toUchM the hero^^ tender foul, to find 
So juft reception i^rpqi a heart fo kind : 
And oh^ ye Gods ! whh all your bleffings gracd 
(llettiua broWfi^rth) thisftiend of human nKrHJ 



Vcr. 49.J Ohkpttiim is ptcfertfcleihppiiit.of accurkc^ J 
Whwc ke, ^^ttfusip^', ctt*h hungry up ghd downe^ 
III dOtttttrles, totiofft, dtles/dl itnkiiblirnc j 
lifattljr wKctc he live!!? yeti arid doth (e« 

i|elie^wi4i» W9ri4> in Vft^ptAuLp^ may radg»$ 
lUdkMWi^ lh« pepplf> alid tl^r language' i^ 
May range, if yet he live ! if yet t^ light 
Of day's all-chearing Ruler blefs hi^ -fight ! 

Ver. 64.] Ogitby 16 pvebi^^ to his^irtkor's words i 
VouBBk- ir 
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The fwaiii rcply'd. It never was our guife 65 
To flight the poor, or aught humane dcCfife ; 
For Jove unfolds our holpitable door, 
'Tis Jove that fends the flranger and the poor^ 
Little, alas ! is all the good I can ;. 
A man oppreft, dependant, yet a m^n : jp 

Accept iuch treatment as a fwain a^rds. 
Slave to the infolence of youthful lords ! , , 
Far hence is by unequal Gk)ds retQoy'd 
That man of bounties, loving^ and bplpv^d ! . 



O ! Jore, and all iyoa Gods, grant tiis reqaeft . • 
Wkite're ; who now fo kindly treau his gueft : . . 
fo that our pOet treads in the ileps of Chapman, who iHixk c6ur 
chides this jhoirt ejaculation : : i 

Oy friend 9 to himam hoJ^hoH^ 
Ver. 66. To Jlight tbipoor, or aught Umani dej^ifil 
for Jov^unfMtmtrloJlHtMi door, 
^Tisjonfi that finds tbiAraMg&. mid tbi.poof'.y , , ' 
This paflage contains an admirable ledture of morality' ioA hi|ma- 
nity. The peiibn who.beft nnddiffl6od the beanty of k> and Beft 
explained the precepts it comprehends^ was Epif^etus, from whom 
Moniieur Dacier fiimifha ns witK ^tS explication from Arrian : 
*< Keep (fays that author) - continually in thy. memory « what 
«' Eumaeus fpeaks in Homer to the difguifed Ulyfles/' O friend, 
it is unlawful to defpife the fir^nf/fr ; J^ak thus to tkj hreibert 
father, and neighbour: it is my duty to ufe ym with benevoknee, 
tho* your circumftances were meaner than they are ; for yem emufrvm 
God. Here we fee Epidtetus borrowing his morality from Homer ; 
and philofophy embellifhed with the ornaments of poetry. In« 
deed there Is fcarce any writer of name among idl the anticnts 
that has not been obliged to Homer, whether moralifia, poets» 
philofophers, or legators. P. 

Ver. 72.] Ogilby renders : 

Still fearbg ^^imr^ and domineering /er^i^.* " " 
and Chapman's verfion at this place has confiderable naerit* . 
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To whom whateV his fkve enjoys is owMf 7S 
And more, had Fate allowM, had been beftow'd : 
But Fate (iondemn*d him to a foreign fhore ; 
Much have I Ibrrow'd, but ifay mafter mbf e. 
Now cold he lies, to death's embrace refignM j 
Ah periih Helen ! perifli all her kind f g^ 



Vcr. 75.. ?i whm wtati^gr hitJUmt enjoys is pm^d, 
An4 mere, had Fate allow* d, — -^] 
Hiis 'paflage lias been greatly miftaken by almoft all who bave 
ti^ailated Hbiner : the wbi'ds at fiifft view feeid to imply that 
Ulyfles had given Eunueiis a wife, a hoi|fe« and an inheritance ; 
but this is not the meaning. • 'the wor^ arb thus to be rendered ; 
** Ulyfles (fays Bomaois) greatly loved me, and gave m^ a pof- 
'^ ftffion, and fuch things as an indulgent mafter gives a faithfbl 
*' fervant ; namely, a wife, inheritance, and an houfe.^' Thefe 
gifts are to be a|)plied to 'A»a| i tKlt;/*o<» and not to Ulyifes ; «nd 
the fentence means, that it is the coftom of good kings in that 
mknner to reward their faithAil fervants. It is very evident from 
Homtr, that Ulyfles had not yet given a wife to Eomaeus; for 
he pronufes him and Philaetius all theie rewards, lib. xxi. of the 
Odyfley. 

TaIo^uii afjLf^iif^n a^X*^* 'b ^V^ otraowg 

T1|^i/xa;^ fraptf Tf , iMffiffirrv rt tata^t. 

It appears therefore that fiumsus was not married, and therafore 
this whole period is to be applied to the word dra|, and not to 
Ulyfles. Emftatbms. 

I will only add, that in the above-^mentioned verfes Ulyfles 
promifes that Eumttos fliall be the companion and brother of 
Telemachus ; an infhmce, that he was not a vulgar perfon whom 
Ulyfles thus honours, by making him allied to the royal family. P. 

Ver. 76.] This repetition is inelegant. I fiiould prefer : 
* And more, if Fztc Jb <wiWd, had been beftowM. 
But diera is no fuitable adherence to tke origin^ in t|us fpeech. 
Ua 
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For whofe cursM caufei iu AgamemnpnV naij^Q, 
i^ trod ^ fitoUy the pfths ojf Fame. 

liis veft fuccina tl?jen girding ro^^ his waUli, 
Forth ru(h*d the fwain with hofpkablc hafb, ^ 
Straight tp t^ Ipdgernea^s of his l^erd i^e^ rji^, 9j 
AjVhere thjs fat pprlfcrs {^^pt b«V5a|^tl\€,fpi> ;^ 
Of two, his cutlafs launchM the ipouting blood ; 
Thefe quarter'd, fing*cl, and fix^d on forks of wood, 
AU hafty on the hifling coals he threw ; 
And iI^pkin^^)ack the tafteful viands drew^ , SP 
Brpachers and all; then on the board difplayM - 
The ready meal, before Ulyfles laid 
With flour imbrown'd ; next mingled winc^ yet 

new, 
And lufcious as the bee*8 ne£breous dew : 
Then fat companion of the ftiendly feaft, 95 
With open look ; and thus befpoke his gueft. 

Take with free welcome what our hands pre-r 
pare. 
Such food as falls to fimple fervants.ihare ; 



Vcr* 85.] He ihould have written ran; and the y9br ctf die 
next line b a moft contemptible botch for the iklCe of rhymel 
Thus? ; ' 

TYann with behevplence, heurg'4huway 
Where the £ax porl^rs in their lodgei|^t Ia^« 
Ogilby 1^ ppt omck amifr: 

Tlgi3 Audj he gairds his caat> and tank l^e h^;^ 
Then choofing Xwq fat porkers frppi their ftvc^ -»»• 

Ver. 93, With fiour'imhrpMfd J We iNd jieip a cnlEc^ 

#f andcpity: this flour was made 9f parched cbni; when the 



nooKtt^: KfbKtEk's ODYSSEY. 49^ 

The befft our lords confumc; thofe thoUghtlcliJ 

peers, ' 

Rich without bounty, guilty without fears ! im 
Yet furc the Gods their impious afts dcteft. 
And honour juftice and the righteous breaft. 
Pirates and conquerors; of hardenM mind. 
The foes of peace, and fcourges of mankind. 
To whom dfffending men are made a prey ' 105 
When Jove in vengeance gives a laiid aWay ; 
Ev*n thefe, when of their ill-got {poils poffefsM, 
Find fore tormentors in the guilty breaft ; 
Some voice of God clofe whilp'ring from within, 
•* Wretch ! this is villany, and this is fifi/* no 



antients fed upon any thing that had not been offered in iacrifictf^ 
they fprinkled it with flour, which was ufed inHead of the hal"" 
lowed barley, with which they confecrated their vidUms. I doubt 
not, (fince fome honours were paid to the Gods in aU feafts] but 
that this fprinkling of flour by Eumsns was an aft of religion* 

. Ver. 100.] More feithfiiUy, 

Vnpityin^, 'wafteful^ guilty without fear^. 

yen 105.] This epithet offending^ unauthorifed by Hoineif, 
lour Poet derived from a rambling interpolation in Chapmah ; 
faA\i^X,et\ttJhe^ his punijhing hand 
Vfw th* invaded y for their penance then) 
Gives' &vottr to their foes (though wicked mtt) 
"Ttmake their prey on them* 

\ Ver. 109.] This couplet is imaginary, without foundation in 
Ki original, who is fully exMbited by Ogilby : 

Snrie they have heard, or by fpme God inlbnn'd 
Of his fad death. 



194 HOMER'6 ppySSEy- Bopic XIV, 

But theie^ no doubt, ibme oracle explore. 
That tells, the great Ulyffes is no mgre. 
Hence iprings their confidence, and from o^r fi^ 
Their rapine ftrengthena, ^d their riots rife.: '. 
Conftant as Jove the night and day befl:ow8, 115 
Bleeds a whole hecatomb, a vintage flows, t 
None match'd this hero's wealth, of all who reign 
O'er the fair iflands of the neighb'ripg xnaio. 
Nor all the monarchs whofe far dreaded f^vray 
The wide-extended continents obey : no 

Firft, pn the main-land, of Ulyfles' breed 7 
I'welye herd% twelve flocks, on Ocean's margin 



Ver. 120.] An afTertion of his author^ omitted after thi^ vcHe» 
is thus delivered^ with no unpleafing iimplicity^ by Qiapman ; 
— -^ — •— — No, nor twenty fuch 
Pot altogether, did poffeflc fo much. 

Yen 122. Ttvd've herds, twelve flocks, &c.] I have already 
remarked, that Ulyfles was a wealthy king, and this place is aa 
inlbnce of it. He is matter of twelve herds of oxen, which pro- 
bably amounted to fourteen thoufand four hundred head ; for if 
we count the herds by the fame way of computation as the droves 
of fwune, they will make that number, each drov^ confining of 
twelve iumdre|l :, for thopgh Homer mentions bat three hundred 
and fixty boars, yet he t^11» us, the reafon why tliey were inferior 
to the females w^ becaufe of the luxury of the Suitors, tf this 
be allowed^ (he)i he had likewiie the iame number of iheep, and 
as many hogs: for Eumaeus had the charge only of one herd« 
eleven more were under the care of other officers :. Ulyile$ likewife 
had thirteen thoufand twp hundred ^pats. This will appear to \m 
a true calculation from th^ words of Hpmer, who tells ns, that 
t\^enty o^ the greateft heroes of the age, were not fo wealthy as 
Ulyfles. 
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As many ftaUs for ihaggy ;goiits are rearM ^^ 
As many, lodgements for the taiky heid ; 124 
Thoie i^reiga keepers guard t and here are ieen 
IVdlve herds of goats that gra^e our utmofl 

green; 
To native paflxwrs is their charge affignM, 
And mine the care to feed the briftly kind : 
Each day the iatteft bleeds of either herd, 
AU to the Suitors wafteful board preferrM. 130 

Thus he, benevolent ; his unknown gueft 
With hunger keen devours the fiiv'ry feaft i 
While fchemes of vengeance ripenin his breaft. 
Silent and thoughtful while the board he ey*d, 
Eumaras pours on high the purple tide ; 135 



eft 1 

^ i 
eaft. 3 



The old Poets and Hiilorians, tp expr^s a perfoa of great 
riches^ gave him the epithet of mroXviAixut, vokua^vit, or«rttXv^pq»o(; 
that isp *f a perfim that had a great number of iheep or cattle^ or 
a perfo9 of ere^t vealt)^." T^)m is likew|fe evident from the 
holy Scriptdfes : David had his officers, like UlyfTes, to attend 
his flocks and herds : thug i Chron. zxvii. Jehonathan was fet over 
his treafores in the field, cities and villages; Shimei over his 
yinryards ; Zabdi over his wines ; Baal-hanan over hi^ olive-trees ; 
and Joafli over his oU : he had herdfmen that had charge over hia 
cattle, iheep, camels, and z&s. It was by cattle that the antient 
kings enriched themfelves from the earlieft ages : thus no lefs a 
perfon than Pharaoh, a powerful king of i^gypt, gave Jo&ph 
leave to appoint his brethren to be riders over his cattle; and we 
read in all the Greek Poets, that the wealth of kings originally 
jconfified in herds and flocks. They lofe much of the pleafure of 
Homer who read him only as a Poet : he gives us an exad image 
of antient life, their manji^rs, piftpmif laws, and politicks ; and 
it muft double our f^tis^flipii, when we confider that in reading 
fiomer we are reading th^ moft antient author in the world, except 
the great lawgiver Mofes, Pi 

U4 



The king witbiihatliai^ Igdutins JQ^^ifM^^ . 
And th\)s the kiod ioi'itmg h9A.^d^cdEt,ni^ ; i / 

Say noWf what whnMha^^^thoimm^^ 
So rich, fo potent, whom you ftykiyoiirldrdii 
Late with fuch affluence and poffefliaiaiWeil, i^^ 
And now in. honour's gteritn» boiat rcfe,^'. i « -i 
Whoever w^s tht »fiii3fkMii?,J be xnuflj bei;.:i br/V 
To Faube no ftranger,; »w pttrbape tb*n;|cj i. w' 
Who (Hb tbe Gods^. ind lb. the FatwDisdbinid)/ 
Have wahdcr'd; many a fea» ;afld rodny^it lanii 145 

Sa»all k the faiths : tbi^ piTuoce. and quean afbriiS^ 
(Reply d Euma^us) : ta the wand'riag itdbe. • : ;\ 
Fpr needy fijjangers: flail ttz) iatt'ry :%, . m 
And waQt top oft b^ti»5cs the. tongue tp lye* . :j . 
Each vagrant traveller tfaat^ touches here, ijci 
Deludes with fallacies the royal ear, . 
To dear remembrance makes his image rife, : 
And calls the Ipringing forrows frpin her eyest 



¥er. 140.] Similar rhymes have lately foecniired. Tket. fatSr 
joined attempt is not lefs fatch^ : ' 

Who, late in flow <tf wealth and empiireVpncW, 
At Troy for Ag«Aemno^'$ honour djr**! 

Ver. 142.] This feems feeblje. Thus? 

ffis name revtal* $o great a chUJ njuft be -r. 

Yer. 144^] The rhymes are defeOvrev and the feiiie ustrM 
I fluill propoie a corredion of Chapman r 

^#^ knows and all ihtimmortdh, if l^n, 
So gnat a nwmderer I tell of luch a nsin. 
Ver. 153.] After this Verft follows W .l^tJineftt ^ HonjeV^ 
thus poortrayed by Chapman : •-"'' 
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Such thoUimi^jft be* But he whofe naine.yott' 

Moulders ittfcarth, or: wekcre oni the lyavei* ^ »Ji 
Or food for fifh^ or -dogs, his reliqucs lie^ ; c 
Or torn by birds are fcatter' d thro* the fky^ . 
So perifh'd he : and left (for ever loft) 
Mndir woe to all, but fure to me the moft. 
So mild a mafter never £ball I find;: , j^fe^ 

Lefs dear the parents whom I kft behind^ 
Jjeis fbft my motherv lefs mfy &%her kind. 
Kotiwith fuoh trani^rt wou'd my eyesf run 6*eiV 
Again to hail them in -thdir native (hore ; 
As lov'd Ulyflcs once more to emlw^ce, 165 

iUftorM and breatl^ing in his natal place. 



It is tK* aceoftom- d law, tli^t womcii keepe, 
-,tr. 1 ^htix ImflMiidt^-eUewhere dead, at home to weepe. 

' Vitv f j]^]^ CXir tranflaiDr it brief with hk aothor here, who 

m/^ hi Ihera^y repf«fetited thus: 

^ ^ 'thoa too faH prompt may'ft be to forge the tale, 
. That veil or coitma}r wrap thee c(M with age« 
Wm now, petchaike, or dogi or raTenous fowls 
Tear to the boiles, of vital powers bereav'd ; 
Or fi(h by fea have eaittn, while his bones 
On the wildi ibeirt li^ ft^mkher'd in iand.. 

If the torn of the cohdoding verfe havid pleafe the reader, it - 

obligations are dae to Ogilby : 

Or imngry fiflr deronPd hiln fiir from land, 
' Jindsiowhis boniM'lio/^^dle^^My&RM^* 

Ver. i^.] <^pmsitthi»|^eti'hisciKhor]aof»fiiiy<: 
-^ ~ -^ -«*^ -^ for I neVdr ftridl 
Rndeib hdtMttie » royiiAl mayftermo^ 
l^Thatever fea I IMit; WhMim AiiM* 
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That name^. for ever driead, . yet ivcTidearv li:- :. t 
Ev'n in his abfence I pronounce with> fear : 
]^ <myjreipe£fc^; he bears a prince's part p i f f/oi /I 
But lives a very brother, mxesy hcarti- ; -lA r^ 
Thus fpoke^the i&ithful fwain, ahdthostro^^ 
join'd ^ • ■ /"•>::(; -.A 

The mafter of his grief, the man of patient cbiiid^ 
UlyiTes, friend 1 ihall view his old abodes^i/ :i i»*. 
(JDiftruftfiil as thou art) nor doubt the Gods«r .1 
]^or ipeak I rafMy, but with faith averr'd, : ^x^ 
And whftt J Ipeak attefting heav'n has \\&xA^S/l 

yer. 167. That nfmi for tnm dread, k^\ ^uftatluus ^fc^l^ 
kntly explains the fentiment pf Eumxus^ which is full of te^der•. 
nefs and hnmaiiity. - I wUl not call XJlyUbs, cries Eiifnaiiis, bjr'tliifil 
name of UlyiTes^ for from Grangers he receives that appellation ; 
I will not call him my mafter, for as fach he never was towards 
me ; I will then call him brother, for he always ufed me with the 
tendernefs of a brother. *Mm^ properly ft^ifies an elddr brother* 

What I would ifurther obferve is, the wonderful art of Homer 
in exalting the charafter of hialierot : he is thie br^veft and tl^ l^ft 
of men, good in every circumilance of life: valiant in w^, F^tioQl 
in adve];fity, a kind fether, . hufband, and mailer, as w^ll as a niiU 
and merciAU king: J^y this condud the Poet deeply engages our 
affections in the good or ill fortune of the hero ^ he mi|kes him- 
felf mafler pf our paffioas, and we rejoice or grieve at Jus fuccefs 
or calamity through the whole Qdyfley. ?• 

Much after the fiunei manned our Poet Uk hk £l(n& \■^ 
;i /. .OYiname far tytr.bAX. Stiver d^ari , .' / 

See the note on Iliad xxii. verfe 422. f .. 

Ver. 171.] /The rhymes of thefe /^'m couplets are inadmiffible 
in correfler poetry : for 1 Tehemently di&ppfove that pronuncia- 
tion of the. participle btwd, which aidapts it to fref err* J, not qnly 
as inconfiftentwith the found of the firil form hear, but principally 
as confounding the term with irri/, and deiboying thatd^ftindioiii 
which cannot be loo djiligeiMly confolted. [ - .- - . . . . / 
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If ibj acloakand^fturcbcmymccd;: T 

Till his return, no tide (hall I plead, li 

Tho* certain he my news," and great myneed: 3 
Whom want itiblf can forc^untruths tb tell, M 
My foul dctcfts him as the gates of hell. 

Thou firft be witnefs, hofpitable Jovc: ! , 
And ev'ry God infpiring. fodal love ! 
And witnefs ev*ry houfhold pow'r that waits • 
Guard of thefe fires, and angel of thefe gates ! 185 
Ere the next moon increafc, or this decay. 
His antient realms UlyfTes fhall furvey, ^* ; 



Ver. 180.] SoCliapman: .« 

No leile I hate him then thi gaUs of bill. 
That pboreneiTe can force an untruth to teli: 
and after him Ogilby : 

Who in ncccffity a lie wiU ////, 
I hate him worier than thi gata ofhdl: 
compare Iliad ix. verfe 412. 

Ver. 185.] The latter daofe is fcriptnral phiafeology. 
Ver. 186; En the mxt moou imcrfofit or this dtc^."] Theif 
verfes have been thought to be nfed aei^gmaticiUy by Ulyfles. . 

la Urn former verfe Enftathius tells as there if a various reading, 
-and judges that it ought to be written rS ^«S rv, and not tUf 
«vtS; and it muft be allowed that the repetition of ru gives a 
grmler (^phafis to the words* and agrees better with the vehe- 
mence of the fpeaker in making h'ls afleveration. 

The latter verfe in the obvious fenfe feems to mean that Ulytk$ 
would return in the fpace of a month, and fo Eumaeus underftood 
it; but in reality it means in the compafs of a day. Solon was 
the firft who difcovered the latent fenfe of it, as Plutarch informs 
us: ** Solon, fiiys that author, observing the inequality of the 
'* months, and that .the moon neither aj^d with die rifiiig or 
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Sincere from whence begun your couiie relate^ 
i^nd to what fhip I owe the friendly freight I 
Thus be : and thus (with prompt invention 

bold) 
The cautious chief his ready ftory told. 

On dark referve what better can prevail, sao 
Or from the fluent tongue produce the tale. 
Than when two friends, alone, in peaceful place^ 
Confer, and wines and cates the table grace ; v 
But mpft, the kind inviter's chearful face ? } 
Thus might we fit, with fbcial goblets crown*d, 
'Till the whole circle of the year goes round ; td 
Not the whole circle of the year wouM dole 
My long narration of a life of woes. 
But fuch was heav'n's high will ! Know then, 

I came 
From i&cred Crete, and from a fire of hme : t3# 



Bat> &t}ier ! come> r^reai thy tale of woe I 
And tell me thdf» that my ibul may know : 
Who, whence thoa art> thy parents, city? iay; 
What ihip, what &ik>rs> hither might convey 
Thee to oar iflaad? iay» whatdime they bcKiftI 
For none by land can reach a fea-gin coaft*. 

Ver. 229: —.«. Knowibeih I tame 
FromfocrtiCntif — — 
This whole n^ration is a notable inftance of that artful dlSniti- 
lation ib remarkable in the charaAer of Ulyffes, and an evidence 
that Homer excellency fnftidns it tbniagh the whole poem ; jRm; 
Ulyfles appears to, be voX^fovo?, as he is reprefented in the firft 
line, throvghout the Odyffey, lliis narrattte' has been both 
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Caftor Hylacidei (that name He bore) 1 

^elovM and honoured in his native flibre '; V 

Blefl in his riches^ iu his children more* 3 



ptiUkd and cenfured by the Criticks, efpecially by Rapin. I wiO 
lay his obfervations before the reader. 

"^ '< Homer is guilty of verbofity, and of a tedious prolix manner 
'' of fpeaking. He is the greateft talker of all antiquity: the 
** very Greeks^ though chargeable with an excefs this way Aore 
*y al) nations* have reprehended Homer for his intemperance of 
y words ; he is ever upon his rehearfak* and not only <^ the fame 
«< words* but of ^e Ikme things, and confequently is in a per- 
/' petual circle qf repetitions. It is true he always (peaks nata- 
'' rally* but then he always fpeaks too much : his adventures in 
,V /£gypt» whH:h he relates to Eumasus* are truly idle inlpertinent 
" ftories* purely for amufement : there is no thread in his dif- 
^* coHtfe* nor does it ieem to tend to any propofed end* but 
" exceeds all bounds: that vaft fluency of ip^ch* and thofe 
*' mighty overflowings of f^cy* make him fhoot beyond the 
*' Smatfc. Hence his draughts are too accurate* and leave nodiing 
/rto be performed by the imagination of the reader* a fault; 
*' which (as Cicero obferves) Apelles found in the antient painters/' 
This objedion is intended . only againft the follnefs of Homer's 
expreffion* not againft the fubjedl of the narration ; for Rapin in 
pother place fpeaking of the beauties of Homer* gives this very 
ftory as an inilance of his excellency. Thefe are his words : 

*'• I (hall fay nothing of all the rektions which UlyfTes makes 
*^ to Eunueus upon his rettun to his country* and his wonderfiil 
'' management to brijig about his re-eftablifhrnent ; that whole 
*f ftory is. dreft in colours fo decent* and at the fame time fo noble* 
'' that antiquity can hardly match any part of the narration/' , 

If what Rapin remarks in the latter period be true* Homer will 
ea^y pbtain a pardon for^l^ £iuU of prolixity* imputed to him 
^m xhc aforementioned objeftipa. . .por who would be willing p 
^trench one of th^ psoft decent and npble narrations of antiquity* 
.^lerely for the ieiagth. of it? But it may> perhapsj^ be true th^t 
-iMs itory b not impertinent* but well fuited to carry on the defign 
^of VlyffcSf and confequently tends to a propofed end : for in this 
conillls^i^c ftreQg^.of.Rapii^'^ ob^^ '• , '.. , 
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$|>rung of a handmaid, from a bought embrace^ 
I fharM his kindnefe with hk lawful race : ts$ 



Nothing is more evident than tKttC Ute whole fuccefs of Ulyflet 
depends upon hi? difj^uifc ; a diTcovery woul4 be fatal to him> and 
at once give a (ingle unaflifted peVfoxi into the power of his ene- 
mies. How then is this difgnife 16 W' carried oil? efpecudly 
when UlyfTes in perfon is required to give an account of hi9 own 
ftory I Muft it not be by afTuming die name of another perfon^ 
and giving a plaufible relation of his life, fortu&es, and ^afaidetf 
that brought him to a ilrange country, where he ha$ no acquaint^ 
ance or friend ? This obliged him to l>e circumftantial, libthii^ 
giving a greater air of prol)ability than defcending to pafdcdkii- 
ties, and this neceffitates his prolixity. The whole relation id 
^mprehended in the compafs of an hundred and feventy lines ; 
and an epifode of no greater length niay hot perhaps defervt to 
bt called wr&o/e, if compared with the kiigtji of the Odyfljfey : nay# 
there may be a reafon given why it ought to be of a confiderabld 
length : there is a paufe in the a^ion^ while Minerva pa0e$ from 
Ithaca to Telemachus in Lacedasmon : this interval is to be filled op, 
with fome incident relating to UlyfTes, until Telemachus is pre« 
pared to return ; for his aflifhmce is necei&ry to re-eftabUQi the 
nfiairs of UlyiTes. This then is a time of leifure, and the f.QGt 
flls it up with the narrations of Ulyffes till, the return of T6!e« 
machu$, and confequently there is room for i long reliuSon. Be« 
fides (remarks EuHathius) Homer interefts dl men of all ag;es fi) 
the ilory, by giving us pieces of true hiftbry, antient cofloms^ 
a apd exa£l defcriptions of perfons and places, inflru^ve ajiid de^ 

' tightfiil to all the world, ind thefe incidents, kre adorned with aU 

t)ie embellifliments of eloquence and po«try/ P« 

Ver. 234. Sfrumg of a handmaid —i. — ] Ulyjles fayr he W»t 
the fon of a concubine : this was npt a matter of dilgrace ai&ong; 
die antients, concubinage being allowed by thr hwr. 

Thefonscaft lots for dieir pattinonj^^ iait eridenqr thftt tl^f 
trat the prance of the antfent' Greeks. Hence' an iid^riicaiice 
^W the name KXDpM%<^, that is; from the lots jj parent9|>^%'to 
KiSat decifion of the lot, to avpid the envy ami impotttioil^/itBrtl- 
.tibf in tke diftribution of their efbites. It hajs'^ieen ju&;i^'4ai 
^die Poet wrxte^accotding. to Che Adietdan iiw»^ tt^wft mt 
cuftom prevailed in the dayrof ISoioit ^ ibr he forbad yJuettUi r te 
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But when that fate, which all muft uridergoi' * 
From eifth remov'd him to the (hades below; 
The large domain his greedy fons divide, 
And each was porticHit'd as the lots decide* ' 
Little alas ! was left my wretched jfhare, 240 
Except a houfe, a covert from the air j 
But what by niggard Fortune was deny*d, 
A willing widow's copious wealth fupply'd. 
My valour was my plea, a gallant mhid 
That, true to honour, never lagged behind, 445 
(The fcx is ever to a foldier kind.) 
Now wafting years my former ftrcngth confound. 
And added woes have bow'd me to the ground : 
Yet by the ftubble you may guefs the grain, 
And mark the ruins of no vulgar man* 450 



I 



1 



bad feveral legitimate Cons to make a wiU> but ordained that all 
the legitimate fons ihould have an equal (hare of their father's 
ClFedb. Euftathiui. f. 

This paflage is very happy, unaffedled, and faithful. 
Ver. 243.] I difcover no authority fdr this. Rather, J 

A willing ovz/^r'/ abundant wealth fupply'd. 
Ver. 246.] This verfe is a mean infertion, deftitute of all 
countenance from his original. 

Vcr. 247.] Thefe two couplets appear thus in Homer : 
— — — — — but now all this is gone j 
Yet tjic bare draw, I deem, informs thine eyes 
E'en now ; for woes unnumber'd prefs me down. 
Ver« 249.] We muft lament the inaccuracy of rhyme. Chaji* 
man is good and exadt : 

But I fuppo(e, that you by thus much feene. 
Know by the ftubble, wjiia the cchrne hath bene. 
Vol. in. X ' 
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Me, Pallas gave to lead the martial ftorm, 
Aiid the'&ir ranks of battle to deform : 
Me, Mats inipir'd to turn the foe to flightt 
And tempt theifecret ambuih of the night. 
Let ghaftly Dfeath in all bis forms apipear, 25 j 
I faw him not ; it was not mine to fear. 
Before the reft I raised my ready fteel ; 
The £rft I metv he yielded, or he fell. t , 
!But works bfr peace my ^Ul difdain'd to bear,>^ ' 
The riiral labour, t>t domeftick care; . t66 

To raife the mafty the miffile dart to wing. 
And fend fwift arrows from the bounding ifaing, 



Vei*. 257.] The rliymes 9ie vicloua. Tbe fubjoined coa^tet 
ii more &ithful to the autlior : 

Firft with my lance I fprang upon the foe, 
Peerlefs of foot; and dealt the deadly bIow» 
Ver. 259. — — My foul diJdairCd to hear. 
The rural Iflhour — — ] 
plutarchy in hb comparifbn of Ariflides and Cato> cites thefe 
Terfesy 

OvlWntt^O^i &C. 

«nd tells OS, that they who negledl their private and domeftici: 
concerns, ufually draw their fubfiftance from violence and rapine. 
This is certainly a truth : men are apt to fupply ^ir wants, 
occaiioned by idleneis, by plunder and injuftice : but it is as cer- 
tain that no refle6^ion is intended to be caft upon this way of 
living by Ulyfles, for in his age piracy was not only allowable^ 
but glorious ; and fudden inroads and incurfions were pra&ifed by 
the greateft heroes. Homer therefore only intends to (hew thsu^ 
the difpofition of Ulyfles inclined him to parfue the mote dangc- 
rous, but more glorious^ way of living by war, than- the more 
lucrative, but more fecure method of life, by agrictdtorc and 
hulbandry. ' F. 
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Were arts the Gods made grateful to my itiind ; i 
^hofe Gods, who turn (to various ends defignM) > 
The various thoughts and talents of mankind. 3 
^efor* the Grecians touched the Trojan plain j 266 
Nine times commander, or by land or rnain^ 
in foreign fields I fpread my glory far, 
Great in the praife^ rich in the fpoils, of war i 
Thencic ichal^g'd with riches^ as increased in famc^ 
*rb Crete retumM, an honourable. ndme^ 171 
^ut when great Jove that direful war decreed^ 
Whidh roused all Greece, and made the mighty 

bleed t 
Out ftates myfcif and Idomeh employ 
*ro lead their fleets, andl carry death to'ffoy* iyj 
Nine yedrs we wirr*d ; the tenth faw Iliori fall j 
ttdmeward wc feil'd, but Heav'n difpers'd us all* 

Ver. 263.] By borrowing a good ^xptteffidn from Ogilby, this 
Vcrfe will be cdiifidei'ably improved both in fpirit and fidelity : 
Me to thefe Mre delights the Gods incliri'd. 

Ver. 275.] A portion of his author, hferc fupprefled, may b# 
fuppHed in the following manlier : 

No means appear'd to fhun that fatal field i 
A noify vulgar iKiadfe our rulers yields 

Veh 276.] .Oior tiianflator is; too .brief in a pafTage^ wheri 
toplifieation rather fai|d not been ttnacceptable^ Thus ? 

The {pj^^-tf, Greece a nine-years' labour found ; 
The tenth' few J>oy laid level with the ground. 
Their courfe our fhips triumphant homeward ke^pij 
" But power divine difperft thian thro* the deep* 

' " ■ X a * • ' 
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One only month my wife enjoy'd my ftay ; 
So willM the God who ^ves and takes away. 
Nine Ihips I mann'd^ equipped with ready ftorea. 
Intent to voyage to th* ^Egyptian ihores ; aSi 
In feaft and facrifice my choien train 
Six days confumM ; the feventh we ploughed the 

main. 
Crete's ample fields diminiih to our eye ; 
Before the Boreal blaft the veffels fly ; t%5 

Safe thro* the leVel feas we fweep our way ; 
The fteer-man governs, and the Ihips obey. 
The fifth fair morn we ftem th' -Egyptian tide. 
And tilting o'er the bay the veffels ride : 
To anchor there my fellows I command, 19% 
And ipies commifilon to explore the- land. 
But fwayM by luft of gain, and headlong wiU, 
The coafts they ravage, and the natives kilL 



Yen 278,] Thus, more faithfully: 

One only month at home I chearM my life 
In fweet embraces of my babes and wife. 

Ver. 285,] Or thus, more accurately: 

IFtth tuU and fofouiring nmnd our veflels fly: 
Safe from dijkajt tmd ftorm we fweep ouf way* • 

Ver. 288.] 1 ihonld thus render the ori^md : 

Well-water'd iEgypt the fifth mom we fcund ; 
My ihips I ilation'd in her ilream renown'd. 

Ver. 292.] The following attempt, which is literal-, ^21 fiinr 
the want of fidelity in our tranilator: 

They, urgM by infUence and lawtefs force. 
Straight of th' .^gyptiaA'fwains the weil'tiUM £eUt 
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The fprcading clamour to th^ir city flies, 
Ai)d hoife and foot in mingled tumult ri{e« 39; 
The red'ning dawn reveals the circling fields 
Horrid with briftly Ipears, and glancing (hields. 
Jove thunder'd on their fide. Our guilty head^ 
We turn'd to flight ; the gathering- vengeance 

fpread 299 

On all parts round, and heaps oq heaps lie dead. . 
I then explor'd roy thought, whit courfe to 

prove? 
(And fiire the thought was didated by Jove. 
Oh had he Ipft me to that happier doom^ 
And i»v'd a life of miferies to come !) 
The radiiht helmet from my brpws unlac'd, 305 
And low on eartfi my (hield and javelin caft, 
I meet the monarch with a fuppliant's face. 
Approach his chariot, and his knees embnjce. 



X^id wafte ; bore pff their wlves^ and infant race. 
And ifew the hieii. Soon to the city flew 
The clamorous d^n^ Crpw4)S with the rifyig fun 
Buril forth ; with horfe and foot the plain was fiWd^ 
And fik(hhig ft^el. Then thunder-loving Jove 
j)ent>on my cr^w bails flight ; nor oqe endur'd 
To face his foe : fach dangers gather'd round | 
There numerous vi£timi to the pointed fteel 
Fell : fome furviv'd ta toil and fervitude : 
wVch goes down to verfe 301. of the tranflation, 

Ver. 309.} A couplet, omitted here, the rpador m^y fee In 
))ook xvii. verfe 52^ 

- ■ Xj 
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He heard, he fav'd, he placM me at his fi4e j 
My ftate he pityM, and my tears he dryM, 31P 
ReftrainM the rage the vengeful foe expreft. 
And turn'd the deadly weapons froin my brea^ft. 
Pious ! to guard the hofpitable ritc^ 
And fearing Jove, whom mercy's works delight. 
In -/Egypt thus with peace and plenty bleft, 3 1 j 
J liv'd (and happy ftill had liv'd) a gueft, ^ 
Qn fev'n bright years iucceflive bleffings wait ; 
The next changM all the colour of my fate. 
A falfe Phoenician of infidious mind, 
Vers'd in vile arts, and foe to hun^nkind, » 320 
With femblance fair invites me to his home ; 
I feiz'd the proffer (ever fond to roam) 
Domeftick in his faithlels roof 1 ftay'd, ' 
mil the fwift fun his annual circle mad6. 
To Lybia then he meditates the way ; 325 

With guileful art a ilranger to betray, 
AAd fell to bondage in a foreign land : 
Much doubting, yet compeUM, I quit the ftrand. 
Thro* the mid leas the nimble pinnace fails, 
Alobf from Crete, before the northeirn gales ; 330 
But when remote her chalky cliffs we loft. 
And far from ken of any other coaft, . 



Vcr.331.] The rhymes will not pafs. W^ may thus fiibftiiute: 
When vanifht Crete, nor other land was nigh 3 
But all one wild expanfe of fea and (ky, ' 

Jove o'er our ftiip a night of horrors Icd-^.; 
without any yipUition of fidelity. 
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When all was wild expanfe of fca and air ; 
Then doom'd high Jove due vengeance to pre- 
pare* 
He hung a night of horrours o'er their head, 335 
(The (haded ocean blackened as it fpread) 
He launched the fiery bolt ; from pole to pole 
Broad burft the lightnings, deep the thunders roll ; 
In giddy rounds the whirling (hip is toft. 
And all in clouds of fmoth'ring fulphur loft. 340 
As from a hanging rock's tremendous height. 
The fable crows with intercepted flight 
Drop endlong ; fcarr'd, and black with fulphVous 

hue, 
So from the deck are hurlM the ghaftly crew. 
Such end the wicked found !, But Jove's intent 
Was yet to fave th' opprcft and innocent. 346 
Plac'd on the maft (the laft recourfe of life) 
With winds and waves I held unequal ftrife ; 
For nine long days the billows tilting o'er. 
The ^enth foft wafts me to Thefprotia's (hore* 350 



Ytr. 337»] The reader may fee the iame portion of the ori- 
ginal, that correfponds to ih^k/our couplets, tranflated by Brome 
in book xii. verfe 485 to 496. Neither traniUtor ha^ fucceededt 
in my opinion* 

Ver. 348.] The verfion gives but n meager reprefentatioQ of 
it's original. The following attempt is literal : 

Thete as I clang, the winds tempefhious dravc* 
Nw days beheld me toffing on jthe wave ; 
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The monarch's fbn a fliipwrackt wretch reliev'd/ 

The fire with hofpitahle rites received. 

And in his palace like a brother plac'd. 

With gifts of price and gorgeous garments grac'd. 

While here I fojourn'd, oft' I heard the fame 35J 

How late Ulyfles to the country came, 

How lov'd, how honour'd in this court he ftay'd. 

And here his whole cdlleded treafure lay'd ; 

I faw myfelf the vaft unnumber'd ftore 

Of fteel elab'rate, and refulgent ore, 36a 

And brafi high heap'd amidft the regal dome ; 

Immenfe fupplies for ages yet to come ! 

Meantime he voyag'd to explore the will 

Of Jqvc, on high pbdona's hply hill. 



On the tenth gloomy night, a billow bore. 
Huge, rolling, furious, to Thefproti^'s (horc. 

Ver. 363* ^— •— i/tf 'uoyag*^ to explore the 'will 
Of Jo*ve, on hi^b Dod^a^s bolyhiUJ\ 
Thefe oaks of Dodona were held to be oraculous, and to be en- 
dued with fpeech, by the antients ; and pigeons were foppofed to 
be the prieftefles of the deity. Herodotus in Euterpe gives a 
full account of what belongs td this oracle, who tells us, that he 
was informed by the prieftefles of Dodona, that two blapk pigeons 
flew away from Thebes 'in ^gypt, and one of them p^r^hing 
upon a tree in Dodona, admonifhed the inhabitants, with a human 
voice, to ere6l an oracle in that place to Jupiter. But Herodotus 
fOlves this fable after the following manner. " There were two 
y prieftefles carried away from .^gypt, and one of (hem was fold 
•* by the Phoenician! in Greece, where ftie in her fervitude con- 
*' fecrated an altar to Jupiter under an oak ; the Dodonaeans gave 
'* her the name of a pigeon^ becaufe flie was ^ Barb^ian, Und 
•' her fpeech at firft no more und^fftood than the chattermg of 4 
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What means might bcft his fiife return avail, 36; 
To come in pomp, or bear a fecret fail ? 



" bird or pigeon; but as foon as (he had learned the Greek 
•* tongue, it \^as prefently reported that the pigeon fpoke with an 
«' .human voice. She had the epithet Black, becaufe ihe was an 
*' ^Egyptian." 

Euilathius informs us, that Dodona was antiently a city of 
Thefprotia ; and in procefs of time the limits of it being changed, 
it became of the country of the Moloffians, that is, it lay between 
Thefialy and Epirus. Near this city was a mountain named 
Tmarus or Timburus : on this mountain there flood a temple, and 
within the precindts of it were thefe oraculous oaks of Jupiter : 
this was the moft antient temple of Greece, according to Hero- 
dotus, founded by the Pelafgians, and at firft ferved by priefb 
called Selli ; and the goddefs Dione being joined with Jupiter ift 
the worfliip, the fervicc was performed by three aged prieftcfTes, 
called in the Molbffian tongue «iMiai, as old men were called 
«rl^•lol, (perhaps from the corrupted word «ra^aio», or antientt) 
and the £une word WAiisi iignifying alfo pigeons, gave occ^fion 
to the fable of the temple of Dodona having doves for prieileiflres. 
But if, as Herodotus a^rms, the Phcenicians fold this prieflefs dF 
N Jupiter originally to the Greeks, it is probable they were called 
doves, after the Phoenician language, in which the fame word, 
with a fmall alteration, fignifies both a dove and a prieflefs. See 
note on ver. 75. of the twelfth Odyffey. 

Ettflathius gives us another folution of this difficulty, and tells 
us, that as there were xepaxo/xAjOfK^ or augurs, who drew predic- 
tions from the flight and geflures of crows ; fb there were others 
who predicted fmm obfervations made upon doves; and from 
hence thefe doves were called the prophetefTes of Dodona, that 
being the way by which the decrees of the Gods were difcoyered 
by the augurs. 

I have remarked, that the temple of Dodona flood upon the 
mountain Timourus ; hence the word TtfMpi came to fignify thofe 
oracles, and thus rifjMfot is ufed by Lycophron. Now Homer in 
another place writes. 
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Full oft' has Phidon, whilft he pour 'd the wiiie; 
Attefting iblemn all, the pow'i:s divipe. 
That fbon Ulyffes would return, declared. 
The faUors waiting, and the (hips prepared. 370 
But firft the king difmifs'd me from his (hores. 
For fair Dulichium crown'd with fruitful {lores j 
To good Acaftus* friendly care confign'd : 
But other counfels pleasM the (ailors niind : 
New frauds were plotted by the feithlefe train. 
And Mifery demands me once again. 576 



Strabo thertforey inftead of Bifurit, reads t^cs^* ; for, obiervea 
that author, the orades, not the lawt of Jupiter, are preferved at 
Dodona. Eufiathius. 

But whence arofe the ^ble of thefe oaks being vocal ? I doubt 
not but this was an allufion of thoTe who gave out the oracles to 
the people: they concealed themfelves within the cavities or 
hollow of the oaks, and from thence delivered their oracles ; and 
iii^>oring by this method upon the fuperMtion and credulity of 
thofe ages, perfnaded the world that the Gods gave a voice and 
vtterance to the oaks. 

I refer the reader, for a larger account of thefe Dodonsean 
oracles, to the annotations upon b6ok xvi. veHe 285 . of the Iliad. P. 
I fhould prefer Ogilby, with fome poliih of modem harmony : 
But he was gon, he faid, to Dodon's grove> 
There to confult the (acred oak of. Jove, 
Now abfent long fr(»i home, to be advis*d> 
Should he return in publick or diignis'd. 
But our tranilator borrows firom Chapman, where this paflag« 
is repeated in the nineteenth look : 

"^ what courfe for home would bcft prevaile 

To come in fomfe, or heare afecret faile : 
compare book xix. verfe 453. 

Ver. 376.] Or, with more refemblance to the Greek phralf*^ 

And detfi^caiajimto o'erwhefan again.- • 
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Soon as remote from fliorb they plough the wave. 
With ready hands they rufli to feize their flavc ; 
Then with thefe tatter'd rags they wrapt mc 

round, 
(Stript of my own) and to the veffel bound. 380 
At eve, at Ithaca's delightful land 
The (hip arrivM : forth-iffuing on the fand^ 
They fought repaft ; while to th* unhappy kind. 
The pitying Gods themfelves pay chains unbind. 
Soft I defcended, to the fea apply'd 385 

My naked breaft, and (hot along the tide. 
Soon paft beyond their fight, I left the flood. 
And took the (preading (helter of the wood. 
Their prize efcapM the feithlefs pirates mourn'd ; 
But deem'd enquiry vain, and to their (hip re- 
turned, 3go 
Screened by protefting Gods from hoftile eyes. 
They led me to a good man and a wife ; 



Vcr. 388.] His author didatcs. 

And took the fhelter of the flowery wood. 

Ver. 389.] Our poet is concife. Thus Homer: 

There I lay crouching : they with many a iigh 
Depart ; nor £uther fearch to them appeared 
A profitable labour : thus again 
They climb their vefiel. Me the gods with eafe 
Screened, and conduced to the friendly lodge 
Of no rude man> and doom a longer date. 

Ver. 391. Screened fy frote3ing Gods from hoflile eyes. 
They led me to a good man land a wifi,"} 
This is a very utfiit compliment which Ulyi&s pays to Eumanu; 
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To live beneath thy ho^itable care. 

And wait the woes Heav'n dooms me yet to bear. 



ne Gods guided me to the habitation of a per/on •/ nvifdom, aiwl 
names not Euxnseus^ leaving it to him to apply it. ;^ 

I doubt not but the reader agrees with UlyiTesas to the charac- 
ter of Eumacus ; there Is an air of piety to the Gods in all lie 
fpeaks, and benevolence to manloAd; he it ^thfiil to his king^ 
upright in his trufl, and hofpitable to the ftranger. 
* Dacier is of opinion, that av^po; tn-iraj^'roio takes in virtue as 
vrell ^s wifdom ; and indeed Homer frequently joins fifiA^n lA 
^««toi, and uJ^xhtJkm^ ili }u(«io» ; that is^ wifdpiii and virtue, folly 
and impiety, throughout the Odyffey. For never, ne<ver ^wickei 
man ijoas wijk: Virtue in a great meafiire depends upon edncai 
tion : it is a fcience, and may be learned like other fciences ; in 
l^ality there is no knowledge that dcfervcs the name, without 
virtue'; if virtue be wanting, Icience becomes artifice : as Phta 
demonftrates from Homer ; who^ though he is an enemy to tht* 
poet, has enriched his writings with his fentiments. ' P. 

VeK 392.] Spence, in his EfTay, juftly ccnfures this verfe, as 
void of dignity. We can hardly acquiefce, even when the poetry is 
in it's own nature lefs elevated. Thus in the imitation of Horace^ 
epift.'i. 7- 59- 

Now this I'll fay, you'll find in me 

A fafe companion, a/r^/ ii yr^^ ; 
4S Prior, in his imitation of the ninth epiftle of the fame hook : 

And« in one word, a good inan> and u true : ■ 
and Chaucer in his /ro/o^:^ .* 

A Frere there was, a wanton, and a merry, 

Ver. 394. Jtfdivait the 'woes bea'v^n dooms me yet to hear*] It 
may not perhaps be unfatisfadory to fee how Ulyffes keeps in 
fight of truth through this whole ^bulous ftory. 

He gives a true account of his being at the war of Troy ; he 
flays feven years in iEgypt, fo long he continued with Calypfo ; 
the king of i£gypt, whoie name Euftathius tells us was Sethon^ 
according to the antients, enteruins him hofpitably like ^t 
Goddefs ; a ^hcenician det^ns him a whole year, the fame has 
been obfeiyed of Circe $ the veAel gf ^s Phc^cian i; lofl by a 
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Unhappy gueft! whofe forrows touoh my 
mind! 39; 

(Thus good Eumaeus with a figh rejoLaM) 
For real fufPrings fince I grieve. fincere^ 
Check not with fallacies the fpringing tear ; 
Nor turn the paffion into groundlefs joy 
For him, whom heav'n has deftin'd to de- 
ftroy. 4.00 

Oh ! had he perifht on fbme well-fought day. 
Or in his friend*? embraces dyM away ! 
That grateful Greece with ftreaming eyes might 

raife 
Hifloric marbles, to record his praife : 
His praife, eternal on the faithful flone, 40 j 
Had with tranfmiifive honours grac'd his fbn. 



ftorm, and all the crew perifhes except UlyfTes. The fame is true 
of the companions of UlyfTes : he is thrown upon the land of the 
fThefprotuins by that tempefl, and received courteoufly by PhidOn» 
the king of that country ; this reprefents his being cafl upon tho 
Phieacian ihore by the Storm, and the hofpitable Phidon meanf 
Alcinous, king of the Phseacians : the manner likewife of his 
being introduced to Phidon, agrees with hb introdudtion to Alci** 
nous ; the daughter introduces him to Alcinous, and the fon tcr 
P2$don. Thus we iee there is a concordia di/cers through the 
whole narration, the Poet only changing the names of perfons and 
places. UlyiTes lay under an abfolute neceility thus to falfify his 
true hiftory, and reprefent himfelf as a ftranger to the whole ifland 
of Ithaca, otherwife it would have been natural for Eumsus to 
offer to guide him to his friends, upon which a difcovery mufl 
inevitably have followed, which would have proved fatal to that 
Aero. P. 

Ver. 40lr] Compare book i. verfe 30}. with the prefbnt 
^agc. 
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Now Ihatch'd by harpies to the dreary coaft^ • 

Sunk is the hero, and his glory loft t 

While p^ifive in this iblitary den. 

Far from gay cities, and the ways of mett, 4HI 

I linger Ufe ; nor to the court repair. 

But when the cdnftant queen commands my care j 



Ver. 407. Now fnauh^d ^ harpks »] *Fkis plaCe feem< 

to evince, that the expreffion of being torn by the harpies^ mean4 
that the dead perfon is- deprived of the rites of . fepulture ; and 
not as Dacier underflands it, that he is difappeared, of that it i^ 
nnknowQ what is become of hixn : for the whole lamentation o^ 
Eumxus turns upon this point, namely, that UlyiTes is dead, and 
deprived of the funeral ceremonies. p4 

Ver. 41 1* — *^ Nor to the court repair ^ , 
But ijuben the queen — — ] 
It may appear, at firft view, as if Eumaeus thought his abiettc^ 
from the court an aggravation to his calamides; but this is fioi 
his meaning: he fpeaks thus to prevent Ulyfles from adcing hint 
to introduce him immediately to Penelope ; and this is the reafon 
why he enlarges upon the ilory of the iEtolian, who had deceived 
him biy raifing his expedlations of the immediate return of Ulyires4 

It is remarkable, that almoil all tliefe fi£liotls are made by Crer< 
tans, or have fome relation to the ifland of the Cretans : tha!» 
UlyiTes feigns himfelf to be of Crete, and this ^tolian lays the 
icene of his falfhood in the fame ifland : which, as Euftathiuii ob* 
fervcs, may poflibly be a latent fatyr upon that people, who wer^ 
become a reproach and proverb for their remarkable lying. : Thit 
agrees exadUy with the charadter given them by St. Paul from 
Epimenid^. 

And KfffJiM fignifies to lie, 
St. Chryfoftom fills up the broken verfe thus,t 

Kfirt^ iriMtafloy^v ^* ^ ^0&i(, Wo") y»^ alt) 4 ' 

Bat this is added from CalUmachus in his hymn to Jupiter> i&uc 
tranflated by Mr* Prior> ^ 
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Or when, to tafte her holpitable board, : • 

Some gueft arrives, with rumours of her lord ; 
And thefe indulge their want, and thofe theif 

woe, 415 

And here the teare, and there the goblets flow. 
By many fuch have I been warnM ; but chief 
By one jfEtolian robb'd of all belief, 
Whofe hap it was to this our roof to roam» r 
For murder banifh'd from his native home, ^t^ 
He fwore, Ulyfles on the coaft of Crete 
Staid but a fealbn to refit his fleet ; 
A few revolvmg months (houM waft him o'^r, i 
Fraught with bold warriours, and a boundlefe 

ftore* 



The Crct^ bpafts thy natal place: but oft,* ^ ^ 

He meets reproof deferv'd : for he prefumptuou» 
Has built a tomb for thee, who never know'ft 
To die, but liv'ft the fame to day and ever. ' 

That the latter part of thefe verfes belongs not to Epimenides, m 
evident, for St. Paul quotes the verfe thus ; 
KpnTff atl ^tvfAi, noma ^^»a« 
The two^laft words are not in Callimachus, and confequently th^ 
reft is only a conjedural and erroneous addition. P. 

Ver. 415.] There is an O vidian prettinefs in thefe lines, that 
borders on littlenefs and afFedlation. Thus ? more clofely : 
Thefe for their abfent king indulge their tears ; 
Thofe the glad banquet, free-regaling, chears. 
I have animadverted on this fpecies of impropriety in a note ott 
she Rape of the Lpck, iii. 8. . 
Ver. 421. ThusOgilby; 

H' had feen our king new fheathing his crazM /fit. 
By temjpefts toft> and that next fpring, from Cnte^ 



i... 
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O thou ! whom age has tau^t to underftand^ 

And heav'n has guided with a favoring han^ ! 42^ 

On God or mortal to obtrude a lie 

Forbear, and dread to flatter, as to die« 

Not for luch ends my hotife and heart are free. 

But dear refped to Jove^ and charity* 430 

And why, oh fwain of unbelieving mind ! 
(Thus quick reply'd the wifeft of mankind) 
Doubt yori my oath ? yet more my faith to try,] 
A fblemn compact let us ratify. 
And witnefs ev'ry pow'r that rules the (ky ! 435- 
If here Ulyffcs from his labours reft. 
Be then my prize a tunic and a veft ; 
And, where nry hopes invite me, ftraight tranfport 
In fafety to Dulichium's friendly court. 
But if he greets not thy defiring eye. 
Hurl me from yon dread precipice on high ; 
The due reward of fraud and perjury. 



44o7 



Vcr. 425.] Homer (ays only. 
Thou, woe-worn fenior ? 
[0 that our tranflator feems to have glanced on Chapmanpc 
But thou> an old man, taught with fo much wo 
As thou haft fufTerd. 
Ven 440.] Chapman is fkithful to his author : 

— — — — If (as fits my vow) 

Your king retume not, let your (crvants throw 
My old limbcs headlong, from fome rock moH hye. 
That other poore men may take feare to lye. 
The verfion before us might be thus adjufted : 

Bid thyftanjts hurl me from yon chff on )ugk» 
That all btnvefcrtb' dirgad fraud and perjury* 
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Doubtlefs^ oh gueft \ gtczt laud and praiie were 

mine • ^ 

(Reply d the fwaiil for fpotlefs faith divine) ^* '■ 
If, after fbcial rites and gifts beftow*d, 445 

I ftain'd my hofpitable hearth with bloody 
How would the Gods my righteous toils focceed;* 
And bkfk the hand that made a ftranger bleed ? • 
No more — ^th' approaching hours of filent night 
Firft claim refeftion, then to iteft invite ; 4J0 
Beneath our humble cottage let us hafte. 
And here, unenvyM, rural dainties tafte. 

Thus commun'd thefe ; while to their lowly 

dome 
The full-fed fwine returned with ovening home; 



Ver. 443 • ] So Chapman : 

The herdfman^ that had gifts in him dk)ine» 
Replied : O gueft> how (hall this fame of mini 
And honeft vertue amongft men remaine 
Now, and heere after, without worthy ibine> 
Ifl— : 
but I (hould prefer to the tautology of our t)oet, which favour* 
;nuch of Stemhold and Hopkins, a different word : 

— — — — great fame and praife were mine. 
Vcr. 445.] The rhymes are inadmiflible. Thus? 
If I with hofpitable ntes careii:. 
And, fad reverfe ! then robb'd of life my gueft. 
Vcr. 449.] There is great prolixity in theie four verfes, and 
yet the fenfe of the author is not given, t ihall prefent the 
reader with a plain literal trandation : 

'Tis fuj^r-time : my comrades fobn will come; 
We. in oui tent muft fpeed the welcome meal. 
Vot.III. Y 
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Cowp«jyi*4 )fel\»S«fttf ^j tiheif fevV^ ilka, 455 
With din obftrcp'rous, and ungrateftui caries. 
The* jtfi tfe^ :fl*vejH*N^^ ff on* the^ herd tfc^ b«t 
S^eft, intK«ifturof ourJforeigftgtteft 
With )}m$ 1^ ^ ^ gonial banquet. fliarc^ 

W1^9 th^ wha fkom xa^ui .yDOura hcsap difik 

^lafph^Q^ t^ir feedec ^ an4 forget thent Lord. 

Thu9; j|«iiking9. wiUn dii|)atchfol Isuid he todt 
A weighty axy askd cleft the folid oak ; 



Vcr, 455. CompelPJ, reluSant, to their fev^ral JfiiS^ 

W^di9Aflfep\ms^.ittdiunft&tt^*sHu*'X . 

There is fcarcc a more fonqrqus y«fe in the whole Odyffcy. 

KXa/tii V acrvil^ Jjpro avu9 avXi^ofAifouf, 

The word fwine is what debafes our idea ;. whicht if evident^ if 
we fublHtute. fliefjierd in t^& i^m o£ l>oghic4i a«d apply to it 
the nioft pompous ephhttf giv^ by. Exm^r to Biumuk For in* 
ilance> to fay ^^jC^, o^ the iMu&rioiK h9ghei4^ ki^^ enough; 
but the image is lapre tokrable when we &)r> ttie iUoArious (hep- 
herd ; the office of a fhepherd (efpecially as it is fan^ilUrized and 
dj£nifie4 in poieUy b.)c th^ frequent, ufe of it)h bdi^ in ropi^ff* 
The Greeks have magniiiqent worda to expjce^; the, J«f)ft qomm^ 
objedls ; we want wpras of equal dij^ni.ty^ and have the difadvan- 
tage of being obliged to endeayoor to raife a fubjeiQ that is now 
in the utmoil contempt, fo as to guard it from mtajinefl and 
ignominy. P. 

Vei;. 462.} This verfe is interpolated by the tran^tor. C^p- 
Bian h$s fully 4eliver'd his author's (enfe : 

Since others eate our laJ^Qurs^^ and; tsikc^ npnc* 

Hijg^g; and with di^tchfirf hand neiimtSc 
A weighty ax, and fo&ii timbn €liavit. 



This on th« wrih 1*^ pir4i ft Ijoar fj^ fpd 4§i 
0£ 6v^ y^ar^ ^g^ij^ befpr^ the pile was lc4 1 
Tls? fwain, whqm 2l4J;9 Qf piety 4^^t> 
Q^rv^Al Qf th9 Qo^t b?gii>8 the rite i * 
Firft fheaf e the forebwd §)f t^ bf iftly bopj^, 
And fuppUi^nt ft«i<iA, ifiv^iflg ^y'sy pft»f 'l 47* ] 

T© i{)psd l%flrw tp l«s native (feorPi 



already obferved^ that ^yery n^eal ani9ng the ant^nts was a ^jj)4 
of facrifke of thank%iving to the Gods; and the tabb> as it 
wcrq, 9h4Vlf\ 

This facrific^ J^^ip^ 4^x^i^t; ^91 apy Qtlv5X ii^ l^mct, J wi|l 
fuUy defcribe the particalars of it from Euftathius. It is a rural 
iacvlfiM)^ wft iiavc belbre fteaiMtfi^cei in casfpi^ i^ courts, and 
in cities, i» tjic 0^4 ; hitt th|? i^ t)^, 01^ o^ of tU^ m^Dmifi 
tdl Homer. 

, They cut off tH^ hair of the vifHi^ in commeif^oradon of die 
original way of doathingi^ YlM^h ^H 9^^ ^^ ^^> ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
of bcafts. 

Eomaeus ftrowft iaajr ttpon {$,; in remeQibtaiice, tjiat befbre in* 

cenfe was in ufc^ thb wi^ this anient mani^r of ofleshig to^the 

Gods, or as Dacier obferves, of ^onf^^ratiog the Ti6tim> i^i^ead 

, of the barley mixe4 i^h i^U« which )iad thensime of Immolation. 

immw €91; 1^ fwc^ fiom ^is^ry p^t of tl^ vi44<iis by ^ ^ 
naif i^ ftA holQ(4ttftt cH-aniii^re fac^Hc^ 

fiaaams divides the reft at fupper ; which was always the office 
of the n^oft honourable peribn; and tliu^ we fee Achilles asud 
•di^ Kefoet employed throughottt the Iliad. He portions it into 
ttVMtk pafU,; one he allou to Mercury and the nymphs, and the 
reft he rtkr^tt for himfelf, Ulyfies, and his 6mr fervants. Hs 
gives dKP ehine to Ulyflet, which was ever reputed an honour and 
diftindion; thus Ajax after a victory over He^f, is rewafded 
in the fame manner. 

Nmtmm It AiaSt^ hwwAiaak ^ifc^f^ 



3i4 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Bookxiv/ 

A knotty ftake then aiming at his head, 
Down droppM he groaning, and the Ipirit fled. * 
The fcorching flames climb round on ev'ry fide : 
Then the fingM members they with flcill divide ; 
On thefe, in rolls erf fat involved with art, 47^ 
The choiceft morfels lay from cv*ry part. 
Some in the flames, beftrow'd with flour^ they 

threw; 
Some cut in fragments, from the forks they drew : 
Thefe while on fevVal tables they diipofe, 4S0 
As prieft himfelf, the blamelefs ruflick rofe ; 
Expert the deftin'd vidim to dif-part 
In fev'n jufl: portions, pure of hand and heart. 
One facred to the nymphs apart they lay ; 
Another to the winged fon of May : 485 



Vcr. 470.} W« may thos reaify the rhymJK : 
Then every god has pioas lips implore — . 

Ver. 484. One faand to the nymphs — — 

Jnother to the nmnged fm of May J} 
It may be aiked why Eumseus allots part of the yi^im to Mercury 
and the nymphs> fince there is nothing of the like nature to bb 
feund in the whole Iliad and Odyflcy ? This is done in compli- 
ance to the place and perfon of Eumaeus, whofe employment lies 
in the country, and who has the care of the herds of Ulyfle^; 
iie therefore offers to the nymphs, as they are theprefidents of 
the fountains, rivers, groves, and fumiih fuilenance and food for 
cattle : and Mercury was held by the aniients to be the pation ot 
ihepherds. Thus Simonides, 

Enftathius adds, (from whom this is uken) that Mercury wils a 
lucrative God, and therefore Bumaeus iacrificet to him for iaeriafo 



TOOK XIV. HOMER'S ODYSSEY. 525 

The rural tribe in common flure the reft, 
The king the chine, the honour of the feaft. 
Who fat delighted at bis fervant's board ; 
The fiiitbful fervant joyM his unknown lord. 
Oh be thou dear (Ulyffes cryM) to Jove, 490 
As wdl thou claim'ft n grateful ftrai>ger*s love 1 
Be then tby thanks, (thp bounteous fwain 
replyM) 
Enjoyment of the good the Gods provide^ 



of his herds: or becauie he was ^oAi«( iff^^t, and > like VlyScSf 
mailer of all ike art3 of cunning and diffimulation» and thini 
Eonueus may he nnderflood to oiF^r to him for the fafety of 
Ulyfles, that he might fumilh him with artifict to t>rtng him is 
fecurity to his country ; and we fee this agrees with his prayer. 

What Dacier adds is yet more to the purpofe. Eumaeus joins 
Mercury with the nymphs becanfe he was patron of flocks, and 
the antients generally placed the £gure of a ram at the bafe of his 
images ; fometimes he is represented carrying a ram upon his 
arms, fometimes upon his fhojolders : in ihort, it fuiEces that he 
was efteemed a rural deity, to make the iacrifice proper to be* 
X>iFered to him by a perfon whofe occupjltion lay in the country. P. 
Ver. 487.] Vicious rhymes I Thus? 

Ulyifcs, while the reft regale the fwains, 

T^e chine entire, an ample portion, gains. 
Ver. 488.] Or thus, for the reafons juft affigned j 

Delighted fate the king unknown, to fee 

His faithful fervaiit's hofpitality. 
Ver. 490.] So Chapman : 

— --—?• — --P- r would to yovi 

j[£umaeus) thou Uv'dfl in his worthy Icvi 

As great as mine. 
Ver. 492.] A very wrong turn is given to this fpeech in the 
tranflation; which will fufficiently appear from a literal reprefen- 
lationofit; 



ZU HOMER'J ODYSSEY. aootiWk 

From God*8 own hand defcend our ji^iili^ 

woes; 
Thefe hk 'decrees, and Ht but fa^ti tb2)!& < Ws 
All {KmV is hk^ &hd \it^b9itrde'gf hb "wUiSv 
The wiH itilelf, iAni^dtettt, faMAk. 
TMs '^d, the "firA fniiis to the <k>d$ ife gave } 
l%en p<«!r*d «f oflferM WM<e the fabte iv&ve ^ 
Li great Ulyfles* hand he plac'd this bowl, j<» 
He fet, ^ttd iweet re^Okfti chear'd his fouj. 
The bread from camAers Me(aulius gave, 
(Eumaeus* proper treasure bought this flave, 
Aild led ffOth Tarfios, to Sttfelvd his board, 
Aiervaat added to his abient Lord) ^ot^ 



Eat, noble Granger ! and enjoy die meal 
IBefart thee : this will God beftow^ and that 
Oaat, as likes his will omnipotent. 

VW". 504. Jnd, Mfhdm T^^ -^ "] Thits tttftoih of ^N 

'^li^ng ilaves prevailed over all the i^6rldy as appears ^offc Mfy 
-iromlhaHy places bf'Hbflwfr, but 6f the holy $cnptares^ in Which 
mention is made of fl^es bought with money. The Taphians 
lived in a fmall iltand adjaceht to Ithaca ; Mentes was king of it, 
as appears from the fii-ft of the Odyfley : they were generally 
pirates, and are fbppofed to have had their name from their way 
of living, which in the Phcenician tongue (as Bochart obferves) 
fignifies rapine; bataph, and by contraction t£fhf bearing that 
^gnification. 

Frequent ufe has been made of Phoenician ihterpretatidiis throngh 
the courfe of thefe notb, atfd pe^ps it may Be judge? neceHary 
to fay fomethiil^ "why thfey ftay be fuppdfed to give names to 
countries and perfons, more than any other nation. 
* 'fhey life riejpbrtiiil to ht the ihventOi*s of fetters, LuCafe, lib. iii, 
''* rhcenices'pruni. Iodise Hi creditur, auii 
** Manfuram rudibus vooem fignare figuris." 



His talk it wats the whesteto loaves to ky^ 
And from the faafiquet take the ho^h awoj^t 
And now the rage ef koi^er was reprcft. 
And each betakes him to his couch tp ri^ . ;^ 



ind were tlie greateft navigaton in the world. Dldnyfiui ^yH 
racy ivttc*the Ib^y 

npftlTM ^' ^fropiiK oXi^tyi^ i^flrayV. 

f)kf fift ^Jiiho mfkd naingatkn^ the fitft tubo traJpehtM fyit^e p^mtii 
K we put thefe twio quaHties together, it is no wdhder thstt^ 
|;ittat wtmber of {>faioes were called by PdMsmoian tnamet : foriiMf 
Mng the iirft lumgatorsy muft necei&rily difcover~a iftsltttodte <^ 
iilands, countries, and citieG, to which tiiey woiAd'be iaft>liged M 
give names irilen Ih^deferibed thbin. AadiioiUngis fo pro- 
bable, as tUat they gave iho£b names according to the ^hfervations 
they made upon the nature of the Several coMntrleSi or tasfpLfSfy^ 
ment of the inhabitants^ In the prefent inffauoce^ the Taphians 
being remarkable pirates, (as appears from Homer> 

the Phoenicians, who firft difcovered this ifland, called itTajA, 
the Hknd of Pirates. Places receive appellations according tft 
the language of the difcoverer, and generally from obfervatidlilk 
hiade upon the people. It will add a weight to this fiTppOfititfii^ 
if we remember that Homer was well acquainted with the ttzdt-^ 
tions and cuftbms of the Phoenicians ; for he fpeaks fire^txferftly 
of that people through the coUrfe cf the Odyffcy. ft 

Ver. 505 . ] Ogilby is more full in fome refpeSs : 

In his lord's abfence him he kept alone. 
Both to Laertes and the quecm unknown. 

Ver. 506. ] Thb coiq)let is an ix^oioas ^expanfioh xX the fol- 
bWing daufe-in his original : 

The bread Melaulius cleared. 

■ y-* ■ 
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Now came the night, and darkneis covered o'er 
The.face of things ; the; winds began to roar ; 

fmaasamasssBSi 

• Vcr. 5 io. New came the night, — — 

— — the ivifids began to roar^ &c. 
Euftathius obferves, that Homer introduces the following ftory by 
« very artful connexion^ and makes it, as it were, grow out of 
the fttbjed : the coldnefs of the prefent feafon brings to his mind 
a time like it, when he lay before Troy. 

It is remarkable, that almoft all Poets have taken an opportunity 
to give long defcriptions of the night ; Virgil, Statins, Apollonins, 
Taflb, and Diyden, have enlarged upon this fubjed: Honier 
fec^ns indufhiouily to have avoided it : perhaps he judged fnch 
dtfcriptions to be ho more than excrefcencies, and at beft bot 
beaatifiil fuperfluities. A modern Hypercritick thinks Mr. Orydea 
10 have txcelled all the Poets in this point. 

Ail tlungs are huih'd as nature's felf lay dead, 
t The mountains feem to nod their drowfy head, tic. 

The laft verfe is tranilated from Statius, 

** Et iimulant feffos curvata cacumina fomnos." 
which I mention only to propofe it to confideration, whether 
cacumina muft» in this place, of neceifity iignify the tops of 
mountains, why may » it not be applied, as it is frequently, to the 
tops of the trees ? I queilion whether the nodding of a mountain, 
or the appearance of its nodding, be a natural image : whereas if 
we underftand it of the trees, the difficulty vanifbes ; and the 
meaning will be much more eafy, that the very trees feem to nod« 
lU in fleep. 

. I beg the reader's patience to mention another verfe of Statius, 
that has been undoubtedly mifhiken. 

** Qualis ubi audito venantum mqrmure Tigris, 

*^ Hbrruit in maculas." — — 
Which Cowley renders, 

he fwells with angry pride. 

And calls forth all his fpots on ev'ry fide. 
In which fenfe alfo, the author of the Spectator quotes it from 
Cowley. But it is impoffible to. imagine that the hair of any 
creature can change into fpots ; and if any creature could change 
it by anger, would not the fpots remain when the paffion was over? 



tooK XIV. HOMER'S ODYSSEY. ji^ 

The driving ftorm the wat'ry weft-wind pours. 
And Jove defcends in deluges of fliow*fs. 
Studious of reft and warmth, Ulyffes lies, 
Forefeeing from the firft the ftorm wou'd rife ; 
In mere neceffity of coat and cloak, 516 

With artful preface to his hoft he fpoke. 
•Hear me, my friends ! who this good banquet 
grace; 
'Tis fweet to play the fool in time and place. 
And wine can of their wits the wife beguile, 520 
Make the fage frolick, and the ferious finile. 

The aifertion is abfolutely againft nature, aad matter of fad; 4nd 

as abfurd as to affirm that the hair of a tiger blufhes. ThU 

miftake arifes from the doable fenfe of the word macula j which 

fignifies alfo the mefres of a»f/> as any common diflionary.will 

inform us. So Tully, Reticulum minutis macuUs ; Columella, R€t$ 

grandi macula ; Ovid j DiJtinSum maculis rete. This way the fenfe 

is obvious: no wonder that a tiger, when enclofed in the tp jls^ 

fhould hcrrere in maculas, or eredl his hair when he flies againil the 

meihes, endeavouring to efcape ; and it agrees with the nature of 

that animal, to roughen hb hair wjien he is angry^ I beg tfie 

reader's pardon for all this ; but the mention of a Hypercritick 

was infecting, and led me into it unawares. p. 

Or thus, commc^:ifurate with the author: " * * 

Night came, all drear and dark : inceflant rain 

Pour'd down from Jove : moift Zephyr blew amain : ■[- ' 

which is perfeAly feithful. 

Ver. 513.] See Iliad V. 122. 

Vcr, 514.] This is very ftrange, obfcure, and bordering on 
the ludicrous. Take a literal reprefentation of the paflage : 
To prove the fwineherd, fpake the king, if chance 
Himfelf would fhip his Ql6ak, or urge his men. 
From care benevolent, to grant the boon. 
Vcr, 519.] ©or Poet tranflates a verfe of Horace, ode iv. 1 2. 
.SKdcci eft defif)lere ialoiCQ. 



SSO H9M£R'8 ODYSSEY. »36k<«v^ 

l%e grdVe ki ifeierjy teeafuftos^flc about^ i 
And many a king rc^tttd wotd Iwmg ^Mf^* . 
Since to te lalkfifttve I oow domiAeBC^ 
Let wit otft off* due £iUen yolde e^ ifti^e^ j;^ 
Oace 1 was Atoi^g (wouM heav*ft cdliore ^g^ 

days) 
And wkh my beStert claimM a ihare of pi^. 
UlyfTes, Menelaus led forth a band. 
And joiu'd me with them, ('twasthfikowacGni'* 

imaad;) 
A detfthful af^^ibikih ibr the fei^o ky^ ^ 

Beneath Troy walk Isy night we took our way : 
TUiere, ekd in arras, along the wiarlhes {prcdA^ 
Vi^c made the ofier-fringed bank our bed. 
Poll focm ih' inclemency <^f heav'n i fed, 
iJor had thdfe fhoulicrs coVrii^^ Isut of fted. , 
Sharp Mew tfee North ; incm whftWHng ail i<he 

i&elds ^6 

FVcoie Witii tlie islafft, ^^ ^Hfe'idng gk2;*d ew* 

fhields. 
There all but I, wellfenc'Hd with'cloak and vieft. 
Lay cover'd by their ample fludds at reft. 



Ver. 533.3 This open vowel di^Ieafes^ tmd cprre^ton it 
obvious : 

We -made an ^er-fringed bank — . 
Ver. 536..] Tbis couplet h peculiMlgr d^ant and isxa^. 
Ver. 538.] Thss<3^Tilkfi 

dnder tfaeir Ihields Jtbef ifiAttilajr «t i^ 

I, like a, fooU JBuUrftMiiiid iiiy kf^. 



I 



BOttRKi^ HOMER^sODYSSET. 35*^ 

Fool diat I was ! I left bdiind my own; 540 
The Ikfll t)f weather «id of winds ubknowii^ 
i?^fid trufted to ^y cx^at atid ilttekL alo»e ! 
When now wafi wafted more than half lAkt nighl^ 
And the iftars faded at a|^roaching light ; 
Sudden I jo^g'd Ulyfifes, who was kid }f4f 

Fifift by my fide, and (hiv'ring thus I faid* 

Here longer in this field I oaanot lie, 
"iThe -winter pihches, and with cold I die. 
And die afham'd (oh wifeft of mankind) 
The oaily fool who feft his doali: behind. fp 

He thought, and anfwer'd : hardly walking 
y«, 
Sprung in his mind the momentary wit ; 



Vrt-. y4b. / ii/t bibfnd nif<hiA, ftt.] 'To ^ftcferftsmS 4^ 
^j^aflage, we iniift i^member, that in thoie eaftern M^loliSy 4fier 
very hot days an extream cold night would fometimes fuccee4» 
•cVdi'wittiTtoi atidfnow, tctotrarytothetiiftial otdcroftHcfeafon. 
Ific-kad-betn ^wmxtty no doubt Ulyfies tvfoiuld haVe armed ^kkBA|f 
againft the nodhimal cold^ and not have been reduced to fuch an 
extremity. 

There is one incident in this ftory th^ feems extrabrdhiSiry : 
UlyiTes and MenekUs are ^d to form an ambtkih under the very 
walls of Troy, and yet are defcribed to be fleeping while they 
thus fol-m ft. The Votils afe, iv^ov ii^xi^ou tlht does ndt'^cef- 
iarily fignify tolie aflefep, las is alreadypfdved frOrtithe conclufion 
of the firft Iliad : but hete it tauft/haVe that import ; for UlyiTes 
tells his compkhldns, that lie has h^ad an extraordinary drtam*^ 
Beiides, cKrbi a t^tlkeucy towards 'fleep ihould be avoided by 
foldiers in an iaiiibiifcade, efpccially by the leaders of it. The 
onlf aYiiHiiirjfr that occurs to tne is, thiCt perhaps they had centinels 
waking White ^ey flept ; tat'eirim this'^ouM be i^nfoMier-like in 
oarage. P. 



56ol 

: 3 



531 HOMER'S ODYSSEY, mookkvt. 

(That wit, which or in council; or in fight^ 554 
Still met th* emergence, and determin'd right) 
tlufli thee, he cry M, (foft whilp'ring in my car) 
Speak not a word, left any Greek may hear — / 
And then (fupporting on his arm his head) 
JHear me, companions ! (thus aloud he faid) 
Methinks too diftant from the fleet we lye : 560] 
Ev'n now a vifion ftood before my eye, 
And fure the warning vifion was from high ; 
Let from among us fbme fwift courier rile, 
^Hafte to the gen'ral, and demand fupplies. 

Upftarted Thoas ftraight, Andremon's fon^ 565 
Nimbly he rofe, and caft his garment down ; 
Inftant^ the racer vaniftiM oflF the ground ; 
That inftant, in his cloak I wrapt me round : 
.And lafe I flept, till brightly-dawning fhonc 
The Mom, confpicuous on her golden throne. 570 

Oh were my ftrength as then, as then my age ! 
SomcfriendwQuldfencemefrom the winter's rage. 

. Vcr. 556.]. Much in the fame manner OgUby ; 

With a low voyce thus ijjbi^er^d in m; ear; 

No more, left any of the reft fhould hear. 
Ver. 564.] The tranflator might glance op Chapms^n ; 

— -r. Let one go then and try 

If Agamemnon will affoord fufpfy. 
Vcr. 565.] Thus ? on account of the rhymes : 

Then Thoas ftraight, Andnemon's fon, ufro/a 

Of, at the 'wor^, his purple cloak he throws • 
VtT. 571.] Ogilby ftrives to keep nearer to his author; ^ 
; Had I tha^ ftrength, and youth, as then 1 had,. 

Amongft you foon I fliould be better clad. 

Either for love or fear. 



BOOK XIV. HOMER'S ODYSSEY. 33^ 

Yet tatterM asMook, I challeiig'd then 
The honours, and the offices of men ; 
Some matter, or fome fervant would allow $7$ 
A cloak and veft — but I am nothing now ! 
Well haft thou fpoke (rejoin 'd th' attentivcf 
fwain) , 

Thy lips let fall no idle word or vain ! 
Nor garment fhalt thou want, nor ought befide. 
Meet, for the wand'ring fuppliant to provide. 58^ 
But in the morning take thy cloaths again, 
For here one veft fuffices ev'ry fwain ; 



Thus? 

Some friendy as then, were now my ftrength/nr</age. 
From love or Jhame would y2r^^« the winter's rage. 
Ver. 573.] So Chapman : 

— -^ .-^ X ihould then 

Seeme worth a weed« that fits a herdfman's men. 
Ver. 580.] The fame rhymes have juH occurred. Thus ? 
But take thine own, *when morning's rays off ear ; 
One veft fuffices for onefwineherd here. 
And the rhymes, that follow, cannot be received as legitimate. 

Ver. 581. But in the morning take thy cloaths again.] This if 
not fpoken in vain ; it was neceiTary for UlyiFcs to appear in the 
form of a beggar, to prevent difcovery. 

The word in the Greek is ^off-aA»|fiK, which it is impoffible to 
tranflate without a circumlocution. It paints (obferves Euftathius) 
exadUy the drefs of a beggar, and the difficulty he labours under 
in drawing his rags to cover one part of his body that is nakedy 
and while he covers that, leaving the other part bare : iyowdhSim 
is *ra7i vaXeifxati htio'ui or hnio-uf, and expreiles how a beggar is 
embarraffed in the ad of covering his body, by reafon of the 
rents in his cloaths. P. 

Ver. 582. For here one vefi fuffices ev*fy /wain.] It is not at fiift 
view evident, why Ulyfies requefts a change of raiment from 



ai4 HOMER^i^ OnrsSEY. lUMku^ 

No change of garaiehts tot 6ur hioda is koovfl': 
But whea returned, the good VlyGfiOi fca 



^OBQliaeuSj^ for a better drefs would oi^ly have ejqpofii^d Jltuii t<^ th£ 
^nger of a dhbovery. Be&les^ thi^ w6tild have been a dired 
oppoiition to the injunctions of the Goddefs of Wif4o;q[^ who had 
not only difgujfed him in the habit pf a heggaj^, bu^ ch^fr^A hj| 
features to a confbrmity with it. Why then ihouM he ipakk ^k 
psiilkn ^ The 9Arv«tf r is>, 19 i^unry on his diign^fQ the- bptte^ ^$|ir 
E^imams ; he has already told him that he was pnce ^ perfoq, qjT 
dignhy, though now reduced to poverty by calamities: add eoiH 
fequentjy a. perfon who had once knowa bci^ar foctuBe^, w^uld Uf 
uneafy under fuch mean circumftances, ai\d defire to appejir VH^ 
himfelf ; therefore he afks a better drefs> that Eumaens maf belkv# 
his former ftory. 

What Eumaeus fpeaks of not having many changes of gai^e^ty^ 
is i\Qit a figii of poverty, but pf die iimplicity of the xjianners of 
thofe ages. It is the charader of the luxurious^ vain Phaeacians, 
to delight in changes of drefs, and agrees no^ w^th this plain^ 
fincere, induibious Ithacan, Eumaeus. 

I wonder this laft part of the relation of Ulyfles h^ efcaped 
the x:enfure of the Criticks : the circumftanee of getting the cloak 
of Thoas in the cold night, though it (hews the artifice of Uiyffes 
effentiar to his charafter, yet perhaps may be thought unworthy 
the majefty of epick poetry, where every thing ought to be great 
find magnificent. It is of fuch a nature as to raife a {mile, rather 
than admiration ; and Virgil has utterly reje6ked fuch levities^ 
Perhaps it may be thought that Ulyfles adapts himfelf to SumasiH^ 
and endeavours to engage his favour by that piece of plea£intry.$ 
yet this does not folve the obje&ion, for Eonueus is not a perfon 
of a lowcharader: no pne in the Odyi&y ^eaks with kyiMr 
fenie, or better morality. One woidd almoft imagine that HooifJ^ 
M(SLS fbnfible of the weaknefs of this ftory, he introdu^ k iii jurt* 
folly. He tells us in a ihort preface, that wine unbends the moft 
(prions and wife perfon, and makes him laugh, dance, and fpeaks 
without his ufual caution : and then he proceeds to the &b^ •f 
his ambulh before Troy. But no introduction can reconcik it |o 
^ok who think fuch Qomkk relations ikoukl not ^ nU, Inf. intro- 
duced iate tpidc ppttry. f. 
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With bete^r band fliall grac^ with fit attired 9^5 
His guefl^ and iend thee where thy foul defife&» 

Th^ hoiieft hord&iun rofe, as this he faid, 
And drew befoie the hearth the ftrangw^s bed : 
The fleecy fpoils of fheep, a goat's rqugk hide 
He fpreads ; and adds a raaatle thick and wide ; 
~:Wii^ flora to heap abore him, an^ below, 591 
Attd gtiard each (Quarter as the tempefts blow.. 
There ky the king, and all the reft &tpine ; 
AU,, but thq careful ni^fter of the fwine : 
Forth hafted he to tend his briftly care, 59J 

Well arm'd, and fencM againft nofturnal air ; 
His weighty falchion o'er his fhoulder ty'd : 
His fhaggy cloak a mountain goat fupply'd : 



Vcr. 594.] Here the tranflator drops the following portion of 
nis original : 

— him Ulyfles joy'd to fee 

So c^efii\ q{ hi^ abfent mafte^'s wealth. 
Vcr. 595. Forti; bafied he to tend his hriftly care.] A French 
Cridck has been very fevere upon this condudl of Eumaeus. The 
divine ho^herd, lays he, having given the divine Vlyjffes bis fupper, 
fends him tojleep vjith his hogs^ that had vuhite teeth. When Criticks 
find fault, they ought to take care that they impute nothing to ai\ 
author but what the author really fpeaks, otherwife }t is not 
criticifm^ but calumny and ignorance. Monlieur Perrault is here 
guilty of both, for Ulyfles fleeps in the houfe of Eumseus,. and 
Eumseus retires to take care of his charge,^ not to fleep^ but to 
watch with them. 

Ver. 597.] Thus more accurately : 

His vaind'froof cloak a mountain goat fupply'd : 
With feinted javelin, dread of dogs and men. 

Edit^k. 
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With his broad fpear, the dread of dogs and men^ 
He ieeks his lodging in the rocky den. 609 

There to the tuiky herd he bends his way. 
Where fcreen'd from Boreas, high o*cr arch'd, 
they lay. 



TMs and the preceding book uke np no more than the (pace o£ 
one day. UlyfTes lands in the morning, which is fpent in^pMi- 
fultation with Minerva how to bring about his reiloration. About 
noon he comes to Evasasfu, for immediately after his zxnval they 
dine : th<cy pafs the afternoon and evening in conference r fo that 
thirty-five days are exadUy completed fince the beginning, of the 
Odyffcy, P. 
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